3 | LIBRARY
Te Tumu Herenga RESEARCHSPACE@AUC KLAND
THE UMNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz

ResearchSpace@Auckland

Copyright Statement

The digital copy of this thesis is protected by the Copyright Act 1994 (New Zealand).

This thesis may be consulted by you, provided you comply with the provisions of the
Act and the following conditions of use:

e Any use you make of these documents or images must be for research or
private study purposes only, and you may not make them available to any
other person.

e Authors control the copyright of their thesis. You will recognise the author's
right to be identified as the author of this thesis, and due acknowledgement
will be made to the author where appropriate.

e You will obtain the author's permission before publishing any material from
their thesis.

To request permissions please use the Feedback form on our webpage.
http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback

General copyright and disclaimer

In addition to the above conditions, authors give their consent for the digital copy of
their work to be used subject to the conditions specified on the Library Thesis
Consent Form.


http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback
http://www.library.auckland.ac.nz/instruct/thesisconsent.pdf

NEW ZEALAND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, 1842 — 1941

Jenny Carlyon

A thesis
submitted to The Auckland University
in fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy in History

Auckland University
2001




Abstract

This thesis studies Friendly Societies of New Zealand from 1842, when the
first lodge was established, to 1941 when the Social Security Amendment Bill,
allowing for the implementation of the general medical benefit, was enacted. It is the
study of how, through the formation of mutual aid societies, a significant group of
working people protected themselves against hardship. At the same time, it is the
study of how Friendly Societies, by means of social activity and ritual, bonded their
members together and synthesised their welfare role with the values of respectability,
thrift and independence.

The establishment of lodges throughout the nineteenth century is explored and
it is shown how lodges, as well as providing for their members’ welfare needs, were
also effective community institutions of social integration, facilitating the adaptation
of immigrants to their new environment. By the twentieth century very few New
Zealand settlements were without a lodge. As an integral part of their communities,
they were cross-class institutions, drawing together and mixing people from different
classes, occupations and social groups.

Traced also is the transformation of Friendly Societies from small, financially
insecure, local lodges, combining conviviality with limited welfare benefits, to the
large financially sound consolidated Societies of the 1930s providing their members
with access to modern health care. Effective insurance became the primary focus of
Friendly Societies. Although social life remained active, as the twentieth century
progressed, people increasingly joined lodges only for the health and medical benefits
offered.

Because of their wide range of benefits and because there was little else in the
way of welfare relief at the time, Friendly Societies were relevant and significant
suppliers of welfare. The state recognised this role and supported them with
legislation and help, at least until 1910. However, as the state increasingly ventured
into the welfare arena its support for the Societies waned, until finally Friendly
Society sickness benefits were replaced by the 1938 Social Security Act and their
medical benefits by the Social Security Amendment Act of 1941. Friendly Societies
were sidelined.

Because welfare historiography has tended to focus on the state, it has
neglected Friendly Societies. This study intends to redress the balance, and show that
welfare did not start with the state — that many people were making effective
provision against sickness, disability and death for themselves long before the
introduction of the welfare state.
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