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ABSTRACT

This thesis describes the archaeology of the European
military frontier in the province of Taranaki, New Zealand, in
the years'1860-1881. In this period a series of four campaigns
resulted in the expansion of European settlement at the expense
of the indigenous Maori people.

The First Taranaki War (1860-61) did not resolve the funda-
mental conflict over land and the imposition of British law. The
passage of the New Zealand Settlements Act in late 1863 brought
European military strategy into line with political reality.
Henceforth the land of 'rebel' tribes was to be confiscated, the
military frontier providing a bulwark for an expanding European
farming frontier. The Second Taranaki War (1863-66), the White
Cliffs Scare (1869) and the Parihaka Campaign (1880-81) resulted
in successive areas of Maori land in Taranaki being brought under
European control.

The present work is divided into two parts. In the first
(Volume 1), the geography and archaeology of the European
military effort in Taranaki is described; the fortifications
and frontier organisation are compared with those of earlier periods
of imperial expansion elsewhere in the world, and the techniques
employed in New Zealand are shown to be by no means unusual.

The second part (Volume 2) reports the results of excavations at
two European fortifications of the period. These serve to describe
further the archaeology of the Taranaki frontier and also, through
the recovered material culture, to demonstrate\the dependent

\

relation of the military frontier in New Zealand. to the economies

of the northern hemisphere.
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448
452
456
460
483

486

511

515

617

521

523

526

528

530

532



5.10.

5.11.

5.12.

Warea Redoubt artefacts (1 - including clay pipe
material, glass stoppers, ammunition, marble
and pocket knife). 545

Warea Redoubt artefacts (2 - including buttons,
buckle and Hanks and Lloyd token). 550

Warea Redoubt artefacts (3 - including
sardine tin and matchbox labels, lead capsule
and brick). 558





