
 

 

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz
 

ResearchSpace@Auckland 
 

Copyright Statement 
 
The digital copy of this thesis is protected by the Copyright Act 1994 (New 
Zealand).  
 
This thesis may be consulted by you, provided you comply with the 
provisions of the Act and the following conditions of use: 
 

• Any use you make of these documents or images must be for 
research or private study purposes only, and you may not make 
them available to any other person. 

• Authors control the copyright of their thesis. You will recognise the 
author's right to be identified as the author of this thesis, and due 
acknowledgement will be made to the author where appropriate. 

• You will obtain the author's permission before publishing any 
material from their thesis. 

 
To request permissions please use the Feedback form on our webpage. 
http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback
 

General copyright and disclaimer 
 
In addition to the above conditions, authors give their consent for the 
digital copy of their work to be used subject to the conditions specified on 
the Library Thesis Consent Form. 

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/
http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback






ABSTRACT 

Rural population growth has emerged in the 1970s as an 

important trend in many developed countries, including New 

Zealand. Increasing emphasis is also currently being 

accorded to the consideration of institutions and institut- 

ional factors in geographical research. 

This thesis develops the themes of population~growth and 

institutions in rural areas and isolates institutional 

response as a relevant component in the overall growth 

process. Analysis of rural population growth in the study 

area of Thames-Coromandel provides the background context to 

the investigation of response by health, education and 

statutory planning institutions. The analysis itself reveals 

the dominance of inward migration in the growth process, the 

nucleated nature of much of the growth,and major explanations 

--!sting to retirement and recreation development together 

wit nicultural intensification and alternative lifestyle 

and craft industry development. 

Institutional response by the Hamilton Education Board 

and Thames Hospital Board is shown to be embedded in a complex 

web of constraints and determinants. However a definite 

expansion of services and facilities is clearly evident in 

the context of the demonstrated growth. Conversely the 

statutory planning response by the ~hames- oro om and el District 

Council has tended to display a general lack of adequacy to 

date in the proper management of growth and development in 

the study area. 



Overall, the study provides both theoretical and 

practical insights into population growth and institutional 

response in rural areas and presents a basis for further 

research in this contemporary field of geographical study. 






















