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A b s t r a c t  

T i t l e :  The M i r r o r ;  a S e l e c t i o n  from Corpus C h r i s t i  

C o l l e g e ,  Cambridge MS 282, 

By : - Gregory E. Morgan. 

S u p e r v i s o r :  

D r  F. C. d e  V r i e s ,  sometime A s s o c i a t e - P r o f e s s o r  

of E n g l i s h ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Auckland. 

September 1990 ,  

Corpus C h r i s t i  C o l l e g e ,  Cambridge MS 282 d a t e s  from t h e  

l a t e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and c o n t a i n s  one o f  t h e  s i x  c o p i e s  

o f  t h e  Mir ro r .  The M i r r o r  i s  a n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  of 

t h e  M i r o i r ,  a  ser ies-  o f  Anglo-Norman v e r s e  sermons f o r  

Sundays and o t h e r  l i t u r g i c a l  o c c a s i o n s .  The M i r o i r  was 

w r i t t e n  by one Rober t  o f  Gretham, p robab ly  d u r i n g  t h e  

e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

E x c e r p t s  from t h e  M i r o i r  and t h e  M i r r o r  have been 

p u b l i s h e d ;  f o r  t h e  Anglo-Norman t h e r e  a r e  a book l e n g t h  

s t u d y  and an  e d i t i o n  o f  e i g h t  sermons,  and f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  

t h e r e  is  a n  unpub l i shed  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and 

f i r s t  twe lve  sermons ( H u n t e r i a n  MS). W e  need comple te  

e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  Anglo-Norman and E n g l i s h  works; i t  i s  

u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  c r i t i c a l  e d i t i o n  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  M i r r o r  

would b e  based  upon, o r  even draw h e a v i l y  upon, t h e  Corpus 

C h r i s t i  M S ,  and I have t h o u g h t  i t  wor thwhi le  t o  examine 

a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h a t  MS because  i t  is  one o f  t h e  t e x t s  

which p r e s e r v e  an  e a r l y  London-type d i a l e c t .  

T h i s  e d i t i o n  p r e s e n t s  a  r e a d e r ' s  e d i t i o n  o f  e i g h t  

sermons. Notes and a  g l o s s a r y  accompany t h e  t e x t ;  t h e  



notes  make l i m i t e d  use of one of t h e  MSS of t h e  Miroir .  

The in t roduc t ion  cons iders  such matters  of palaeography 

e t c .  a s  i t  is poss ib le  t o  d iscuss  when one is  working 

from a  microfilm copy; i t  then covers language ( a s p e c t s  

of phonology, morphology, syntax,  and vocabulary) and 

c i t e s  some analogues t o  t h e  M i r o r / M r r o r .  The i n t r o -  

duct ion and t h e  bibl iography survey what has been w r i t t e n  

about t h e  English work and i t s  Anglo-Norman o r i g i n a l .  
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p. lxxiv
p. Ixxxi
P. xcl

t/t
1,412L
16lLe
27/2

9:r: i?

P.ix Professor Anne Hudson has pointed out that a copy of the Hlroir survLves in
Dodlelan MS Holkham lilsc.44.

p.xti Professor Anne Hudson has pointed out that a separated sectlon of the Rylands
MS survives as NorwLch Cathedral llS 5 ff.1-g.

p.lv The sentenee rrn many MSS u ...r reads poorly; r mean that a scrlbe mlght
easlly overlook a contractlon mark (= n) and make the u ln hls exemplar lnto
g.
L.3: read declension.
L. 222 read lranscriptlon.
The examples of the subjunctlve In I4/ZS atd 24/16 should be explalned as
somethlng llke tthe subjunctlve of unfulfllled hypothesisr.
Read flesch.
nead JEITiT
Probably MS a3elnseld.
The MS readlng may stand, i.e. he wil sein ls tthey wrlL sayr. Thls renders
unnecessary my note Lo 27/ 2ff. on p.95.

27114 I am not now convl-nced by my emendatlon and should prefer the alternatlve
offered on p.198: supply rint and change mercys to a stngular nounr

52ltO The scrlbe probably wrote for3eue and ieai-@as ne.59/4 The verb founden is probably-iT6rm of findEin); iI renders Alt pq_lsrrum.64/2 Read domiil;:- --' 4
64124 Resd nou3t.
6515 Read goode.
TBILZ Probably t{S 99! rather rhen enl.
p.92 Note to t$l2t read r... there ls a cross ln the left-haad margln and what

looks like an lnsertion slgn after wi@. I

p.203 Gradonrs article in the Festschrrft for Erlc Dobsonr pp.39-48.p.2Q4 Haimo of Halberstadt: thffia Ly urgne ls opera ornola
^^ - -^_(Palrologlae Corpus Completus).

pp. 206-207Read Dialectology in LalngrtriLle.
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Preface

Thi.s setrection of eight. s€rrnons has begn edltedL fnorn a

microf,l.lm copy of Corpus Christi Colleg€, Carnbridge ItlS 282.

Quotatlons frorn the !4irqjr are drawn from the Cambridge

MS o,f that work and are not I edited' - see p.84 for the

treatrment of these G1Uotations.

This typescript uses the following special formsi

b thorn

E c,apital thorn

3 yogh

L capital yogh

@ edh

( Note that MS 3 is pri.nted as z in qu-otat{ons f rorn the

AN. )



Abbreviatl.ons

Ab,breviations and sy.mbols used here (e.g. * for an un_

recorde,d f,orm or 
. 
inf , = inf,iniJive) are straightfonryard.

But note the f,ollowing:

AB I J-anEuage AB.

AN Anglo-Norman
Ang- Angrian
CF Central F,rench
CGmc Commo,n Germanic

' e earllr ( reME' etc. )

EETS Early English Text Soclety
EM East Dtid.J-and

ES Extra S'erj.es ( of the EETS )

K Kentish
1; L late (rIOEt etc.); Latin
tAtME A Li4guistle 4tias of Late ttedievar Engrish
INthrnb. late Northumbrian
M Midland
ME t{idd.Le English pfimoE prinritive Old
MED l{iddle EnEIish Dictiona:ry English
Merc. Mercian S South{ern)
Mt Mediaeval tatin SE South East(ern)
ModE Modern EnglJ-str SEM South East:
N North(ern) Midtand.
NM North Midl-and gw south west(ernl
Ntbmb. Northumbrian WM West Mld].and
N!{M North !{est lH,dland ws west saxon
OE Old English
OED Oxford EngLish Dictionary
OF" OId French
OK Old Kentlsh
ON Old Norse
ONF Old Northern French
OS Original Series (ot the EETS)
PE Present day English




