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EDITORIAL NOTE

Polemic and Presentism

New Zealand historiography has been enriched recently by several stimulating collections of essays,
by articles and books. Some of these are listed below, for example, the contributions by Mark Francis,
W.H. Oliver, Lyndsay Head, in Histories Power & Loss, the articles by Chris Hilliard, Te Maire Tau,
and Michael King’s Tread Softly.

In Histories Power and Loss, Mark Francis argued that there was a “lack of critical edge” in New
Zealand history which *“has encouraged the subordination of scholarly history to polemics....”
Historians, he goes on to argue, “have co-opted nineteenth-century archival and printed material into
dramatically written narratives of the past.” (p.164) W.H. Oliver, in the same volume of essays,
critiqued the Waitangi Tribunal’s “presentism” and examined “the way in which this is shaped by a
current political agenda and by the anticipation of its achievement in the future.” (pp.9-10)

Something of both polemic and presentism are seen in the Moon and Sabine article (see details below)
about Henry Williams’ role in translating the Treaty of Waitangi. In the first paragraph Williams’
translation is described as “inept”, “wilful rewriting” and he is said to have “gone so badly wrong in
his effort on this occasion”. (p.51) The article ends with Williams as “the traduttore, a traditore, the
translator, a traitor.” While Williams’ translation has been critiqued by a number of scholars over the
last three decades, Moon and Fenton go much further, concluding that Williams “managed to bind two
nations into a fateful union, which has been under pressure since its creation. Its continued survival
will depend to a large extent on the question whether the mistranslations by Henry Williams can and
will be corrected to the satisfaction of the wronged party.” (p.61) This conclusion places a huge
historical burden on the shoulders of Henry Williams. Whether he can or should bear such a burden is
open to dispute.

It is an interesting exercise to read the Moon and Sabine article alongside Lyndsay Head’s
contribution to Histories Power and Loss, in which she concluded, that “Henry Williams translated the
Treaty of Waitangi for his day, not for posterity. If the task was too lightly and amateurishly
approached, this does not seem to require a paranoiac analysis.” (p.108)

New Zealand religious history has sometimes (often?) been infected by hagiography and uncritical
denominational triumphalism. Polemic and presentism in New Zealand history are no substitute for
this. Instead, careful critical historical research, and writing which carries with it Michael King’s
concern for “compassionate truth”, are to be encouraged. (Tread Softly, pp.9-17) Henry Williams is a
candidate for revisionist history which reflects both a sound critical and sympathetic approach.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

New Zealand topics
[Note that this list contains the ephemeral and eccentric, as well as the ecclesiastical!]

Amodeo, Colin. The Summer Ships: Being an Account of the First Six Ships sent out from England to
New Zealand by the Canterbury Association in 1850-51, Christchurch: Caxton Press, 2002.

Belich, James. Paradise Reforged. A History of the New Zealanders from the 1880s to the Year 2000,
Auckland: Allen Lane / The Penguin Press, 2001. [Takes more note of religion in New Zealand
history than previous historical overviews have done, see for example pp.163-66, 198, 222-23,
514-15.]

Bioletti, Harry, ed. Reminiscences of Sarah Selwyn, 1809-1867, Auckland: Harry Bioletti, 2002. [A
reprint with new notes. Includes an introduction by Enid Evans. Available from Harry Bioletti, 1/5
Moana Ave., Belmont, Auckland 9 for $24.]

Blain, Michael. Wellington Cathedral of S. Paul — a history 1840-2001, Wellington: Victoria
University Press, 2002. [Available from the Cathedral Giftshop, PO Box 12 044, Wellington, for
$29.95 plus p&p.]

Burgess, Nan, ed. A Braided River of Faith. The lives of one hundred women, Hamilton: Association
of Presbyterian Women, 2002. [Brief biographical accounts of one hundred Presbyterian women.]

Breward, lan. A History of the Churches in Australasia. Oxford History of the Christian Church.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. [This magisterial regional history of Christianity in
Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific illustrates both the things which they hold in
common and the contrasts.]

Brown, Claire, “The Election of Dunedin’s Seventh Bishop, 11 November 1989, Vashti’s Voice, 2/9,
Spring 2002, pp.5-7. [A personal perspective on the election of Bishop Penny Jamieson]

Crosby, R.D. The Musket Wars. A history of inter-iwi conflict, 1806-45. 2nd ed Auckland: Reed,
2001.

Davidson, Allan K., ed. Tongan Anglicans 1902-2002. From the Church of England Mission in Tonga
to the Tongan Anglican Church, Auckland: The College of the Diocese of Polynesia, 2002. [There
are a number of New Zealand connections, including the development of the Tongan Anglican
Church in New Zealand. Available from St John’s College, PB 28 907, Remuera, Auckland 1136
for $25.00.]

Davidson, Allan K., “Religious History”, New Zealand Historical Association Newsletter, No. 2,
December 2001, pp.4-5.

Davidson, Allan K., “Useful Industry and Muscular Christianity: George Augustus Selwyn and his
early years in New Zealand”, in R.N. Swanson ed., Work, Rest, and Play: The Use and Abuse of
Time. Studies in Church History 37. Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2002.

Dobbyn, Kevin, “Memories and Reflections on Family, Music and Church”, Music in the Air: Song &
Spirituality - Aotearoa / Australia /Pacific, Issue 13, Summer 2002, pp.29-32.

Dickson, Don, “Conditional Immortality and New Zealand Baptist Churches 1880-1892: The Bradford
Challenge to Baptist Orthodoxy”, The New Zealand Journal of Baptist Research, Vol. 6, October
2001, pp.75-87.

Easton, Brian, The Nationbuilders, Auckland: Auckland University Press, 2001. [In an address to the
National Library Society, the author indicated that an “unexpected weft was religion. Almost all the
nationbuilders were deeply influenced by a religious education, and while many left the church
they kept to its practical precepts.” http://www?2.auckland.ac.nz/aup//books/nationbuilders.html ]

Easton, Brian, “Singing ‘Jerusalem’ in New Zealand”, Music in the Air: Song & Spirituality -
Aotearoa / Australia /Pacific, Issue 13, Summer 2002, pp.13-15.

Estall, Stephen, “The Glow of Controlled Fire”, New Zealand Historic Places, Number 84, February
2002, pp.17-20. [The influence of the Arts and Craft Movement on stained glass windows in New
Zealand buildings.]

Foote, Will. Going Uphill Backwards. Foot-notes from a Storied Life, Wellington: Garfield, 2002.
[The author “tells of childhood and cricket, racism and religion, schools and spybases, war and
peace in this anecdotal autobiography.”]
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Francis, Mark, “Writings on Colonial New Zealand. Nationalism and Intentionality”, in Andrew Sharp
& Paul McHugh, eds., Histories Power and Loss. Uses of the Past — a New Zealand Commentary,
Wellington: Bridget Williams Books, 2001, pp.165-88. [The focus is on “recent accounts of Sir
George Grey and Edward Gibbon Wakefield” with some observations on Bishop Robert Gray of
Capetown and Bishop Selwyn.]

Freedman, Paul. F. “View from the pew. A personal reflection on what it means to be Catholic and
Kiwi”, New Zealand Geographic, Number 54, November-December 2001, pp.30-33.

Fry, Margot. Tom’s Letters. The Private World of Thomas King, Victorian Gentleman, Wellington:
Victoria University Press, 2001. [Tom lived in New Plymouth where he had limited connections
with the church although he was friend of Frederick Thatcher. As an MP and Taranaki settler he
reflects critically on the Philo-Maori. See pp.206-207.]

Garner, Jean. Friendship and Memory. A Centennial History of the Christchurch High School Old
Girl’s Association, Christchurch: Christchurch High School Old Girl’s Association, 2002. [Jean
indicates that “The Association’s religious observances are a leitmotif.” Includes a cameo piece on
The Ven. Carole Graham. Available from Christchurch High School Old Girls’ Association, 152
Rutland Street, Christchurch for $25 plus 90c. p&p.]

Gilling, Bryan “*The heart is greater than the head”: gospel songs, Christian belief and practice”,
Stimulus, 9.4 November 2001, pp.9-16. [Includes examination of music in mass evangelistic
missions in New Zealand.]

Gorst, John Eldon, [Arvidson, Ken, ed.] The Maori King. Auckland: Reed, 2001.

Hamlin, James. Diary of James Hamlin dated April 13, 1830. [Tirau]: Rosalie-Ann Nicholson, 2001.

Head, Lyndsay, “A Chief Pleas for peace in Taranaki, 1860, History Now: Te Pae Tawhito o te Wa,
7.3, August 2001, pp.19-21. [A letter by Hori Ngatai. In her commentary, Lyndsay Head draws
attention to the way in which “The unfashionably Christian surfaces of much Maori political
writing have contributed to its general neglect.’]

Head, Lyndsay, “The Pursuit of Modernity in Maori Society. The conceptual bases of citizenship in
the early colonial period”, in Andrew Sharp & Paul McHugh, eds., Histories Power and Loss. Uses
of the Past — a New Zealand Commentary, Wellington: Bridget Williams Books, 2001, pp.97-21.

Higgins, Tony. Soles & Souls. A Life of John King of Swerford 1787-1854, Banbury, Oxon: Rector
and Churchwardens of St Mary, Swerford, 2001. [John King was one of the first CMS missionaries
in New Zealand. This booklet gives background on his English background and reproduces
material from J.R. Elder’s two books, Marsden’s Lieutenants, and The Letters and Journals of
Samuel Marsden.]

Hilliard, Chris, “Colonial Culture and the Province of Cultural History”, New Zealand Journal of
History, 36.1, April 2002, pp.82-93. [Questions “Why have twentieth-century New Zealand
historians paid so little attention to the inner structures and events of belief, emotions and
psychology?”]

Hitchin, John, “Harold W. Turner Remembered”, International Bulletin of Missionary Research, 26.3,
July 2002, pp.112-13.

Hood, Lynley. A City Possessed. The Christchurch Civic Créche Case, Dunedin: Longacre Press,
2001. [Winner of the 2002 Montana history award. The author uses the hysteria created around the
‘witch craze’ to help provide an interpretative framework to understand the controversial
“Christchurch Creche Case”.]

Hymn, A [Colin Gibson], “A savour of songs: the place of hymns in New Zealand worship’, Stimulus,
9.4, November 2001, pp.30-32.

Kinder Publications. Three more of the Kinder Lectures (the first three were listed in NZRHN 2001)
have been printed as separate publications with help from a grant from the Sir John Logan
Campbell Residuary Estate. Copies can be bought for $10.00 per copy (plus p&p $2). Discounts
are available for multiple copies whether the same or different titles. Kinder House, 2 Ayr Street,
Parnell, Auckland.

Davidson, Allan K. ‘The Place Which | Have Loved So Well’: John Kinder and the College of
St John The Evangelist. The Fifth Annual Kinder Lecture, 1999. Auckland: Kinder House
Society, 2001.

Dunn, Michael. John Kinder: Paintings and Photographs. The First Annual Kinder Lecture,
1995. Auckland: Kinder House Society, 2001.
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Webster, John. Kinder, the School Report. Kinder Annual Lecture, 2000. Auckland: Kinder
House Society, 2001. [An account of the Church of England Grammar School during John
Kinder’s time as headmaster.]

King, Michael. At the Edge of Memory. A Family Story, Auckland: Penguin, 2002.

King, Michael, “Jean Baptiste Pompallier”, NZ Catholic, 27 January 2002, pp.14-15.

King, Michael, Nga iwi o te motu. 1000 years of Maori history. rev. ed Auckland: Reed Books, 2001.

King, Michael. Tread Softly For You Tread On My Life. New and Collected Writings, Auckland: Cape
Catley, 2001. [Writings about writing history and biography including “Allegiance to One’s
origins: the Consequences of Belief”, pp.106-19.]

La Roche, Alan. So Delightful a Parish. The Revd Vicesimus Lush at Howick 1850-1865, The Second
Ewelme Lecture 1999, Auckland, Ewelme Cottage Management Committee, 2002.

Larson, Virginia, “Michael Bassett”, North & South, August 2002, pp.62-68. [Not “religious history”,
but a journalistic account of a dimension of the debate over historiography and the Waitangi
Tribunal.]

Lineham, Peter, Review: The History of a New Zealand Pentecostal Movement by Brett Knowles,
Stimulus, 10.1, February 2002, p.65.

MacLeod, Angus, “50 years of the N.Z. Baptist Historical Society”, The New Zealand Journal of
Baptist Research, Vol. 6, October 2001, pp.3-28.

Moon, Paul & Fenton, Sabine, “Bound into a Fateful Union: Henry Williams’ Translation of the
Treaty of Waitangi into Maori in February 1840, Journal of the Polynesian Society, 111.1, March
2002, pp.51-63.

Moore, Albert C. Theology and Religious Studies at the University of Otago: 1946-2000, Dunedin:
Department of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Otago, 2001.

Morris, Paul, Ricketts, Harry & Grimshaw, Mike, eds. Spirit in a Strange Land. A Selection of New
Zealand Spiritual Verse, Auckland: Godwit, 2002.

Neich, Roger. Painted Histories: Early Maori Figurative Painting. Auckland: Auckland University
Press (1994), 2001. [Includes a detailed account of the influence of Ringatu teaching on Maori
historical consciousness and the impact of this on the “construction of new tribal identities.”]

Norwood, Hugh, “The Vaudois Chalice in Wellington Cathedral”, History Now: Te Pae Tawhito o te
Wa, 8.1, February 2002, pp.14-17.

O’Donnell, Susan. The Character and Culture of the Catholic School, Wellington: New Zealand
Council for Educational Research, 2001. [Available from NZCER Distribution Services, PO Box
3237, Wellington.]

Oliver, W.H., “The Future Behind Us. The Waitangi’s Tribunal’s Retrospective Utopia”, in Andrew
Sharp & Paul McHugh, eds., Histories Power and Loss. Uses of the Past — a New Zealand
Commentary, Wellington: Bridget Williams Books, 2001, pp.9-29.

Pierard, Dick, “*In God we trust ... all others pay cash’: Reflections on civil religion”, Stimulus, 10.3,
August 2002, pp.11-19. [Includes some reflections on New Zealand civil religion.]

Ryburn, H.J. Te Hemara, James Hamlin, 1803-1865, friend of the Maori. 2nd ed Pukekohe: Alpine
Printers, 2001.

Simpson, Jane, “...dribbling down”, Candlewick Kelp, poems by Jane Simpson, Christchurch, Poets’
Group, 2002, pp.11-12. [An experimental poem which traverses aspects of New Zealand religious
history.]

Simpson, Jane, “Introduction”, Tussocks Dancing: hymns and songs by Jane Simpson, sung by Poiema
Voices, directed by Chris Graham, Christchurch, Godzone Hymns, 2002, p.2 [32.pp. CD booklet
with all hymn-texts and a 62 minute CD, available from www.godzonehymns.com An historical
introduction to hymns in the western tradition and to indigenising trends in New Zealand hymn
writing since the 1960s.]

Sissons, Jeffrey, Wi Hongi, Wiremu & Hohepa, P.W. Nga puriri o Taiamai. A political history of Nga
Puhi in the inland Bay of Islands. Auckland: Reed in association with the Polynesian Society,
2001.

Spence, Alex, “Keeping the Faith”, North & South, August 2002, pp.70-79.

Stenhouse, John, “Christianity, Science and New Zealand Society: Harold Turner and John Morton in
historical perspective”, in L.R.B. Mann, ed., Science and Christianity: Festschrift in honour of
Harold Turner and John Morton being the papers and discussions from a symposium held in
Auckland, New Zealand, April 21, 2001, Auckland: University of Auckland Centre for Continuing
Education, 2001, pp.9-27.
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Stone, Russell, From Tamaki-makau-rau to Auckland, Auckland: Auckland University Press, 2001.

Strevens, Diane. In Step With Time. A History of the Sisters of St Joseph of Nazareth, Wanganui, New
Zealand, Auckland: David Ling, 2001.

Sutherland, Martin, ed. Baptists in Colonial New Zealand: Documents Illustrating Baptist Life and
Development, Auckland: N.Z. Baptist Research & Historical Society, 2002. [RRP $44.95 ($29.95
plus $5 p&p to members of the NZ Baptist Research and Historical Society) available from PO
Box 12-149, Penrose, Auckland.]

Sweetman, Rory. ‘A Fair and Just Solution’? A History of the Integration of Private Schools in New
Zealand, Palmerston North: Dunmore Press, 2002.

Sweetman, Rory, “Felice Vaggioli and Colonial Catholicism in New Zealand”, in Dom Felice
Vaggioli, A Deserter’s Adventures. The Autobiography of Dom Felice Vaggioli, Dunedin:
University of Otago Press, 2001.

Sweetman, Rory, “Pompallier’s Legacy. A Short History of the Catholic Church in New Zealand”,
New Zealand Geographic, Number 54, November-December 2001, pp.10-29.

Taylor, Steve, “Scars on the Australasian heart: Anzac Day as a contextual atonement image”, The
New Zealand Journal of Baptist Research, Vol. 6, October 2001, pp.29-74.

Tau, Te Marie, “The Death of Knowledge: Ghosts on the Plains”, New Zealand Journal of History,
35.2, October 2001, pp.131-52. [“The future of Ngai Tahu lies in accepting the death of the past.
Like the Western God, our ancestors are dead.” p.150]

Tau, Te Maire, “Matauranga Maori as an Epistemology”, in Andrew Sharp & Paul McHugh, eds.,
Histories Power and Loss. Uses of the Past — a New Zealand Commentary, Wellington: Bridget
Williams Books, 2001, pp.61-73.

Tennant, Margaret, “‘Sometimes when my heart was sad with snubs and coldness...” Narrative of
Maori Mission Work”, History Now: Te Pae Tawhito o te Wa, 7.3, August 2001, pp.14-18.
[Account of the experiences of Sister Eleanor Dobby who worked as a Methodist deaconess among
Maori for fifty years.]

Tipping, Simon, “Tradition and change in church music”, Stimulus, 9.4, November 2001, pp.21-26.

Turner, Harold, The Laughter of Providence. Stories from A Life on the Margins, Auckland: The
DeepSight Trust, 2001. [Harold Turner died in May 2002. In these somewhat whimsical
autobiographical fragments he reflects on six different chapters in his life which brought him into
contact with marginal religious groups.]

Vaggioli, Dom Felice. A Deserter’s Adventures. The Autobiography of Dom Felice Vaggioli, Dunedin:
University of Otago Press, 2001. [John Crockett, who translated Vaggioli’s History of New
Zealand, has translated the section in VVaggioli’s manuscript autobiography dealing with his time in
New Zealand.]

Walker, Ranginui. He Tipua. The Life and Times of Sir Apirana Ngata, Auckland: Viking 2001.
[Ngata was an active Anglican layman. The biography includes detail on his involvement in such
things as: the Te Aute College Students Association, the Bishopric of Aotearoa, Rangiatea Church
and the revision of the Maori Bible.]

Walsh, Frances, “Pilgrim’s Progress”, Metro, #254, August 2002, pp.74-82. [A journalistic account of
the Pompallier phenomenon or what the cover describes as “The strange obsession with a long-
dead bishop.”]

Ward, Kevin, “Christendom, clericalism, church and context: Finding categories of connection in a
culture without a Christian memory”, Stimulus, 10.1, February 2002, pp.52-60.

Wood-Ellem, Elizabeth. Queen Salote of Tonga: The Story of an Era, 1900-1965, Auckland:
Auckland University Press, 2001. Paperback reprint. [Queen Salote played a significant role in
Tongan Methodism. This book draws attention to her Anglican connections in New Zealand. She
attended Diocesan School in Auckland and was confirmed by the Bishop of Auckland.]

New Zealand Parish History

Bolitho, Elaine E. Looking In Looking Out: Stories of Faith and Life in Upper Hutt Uniting Parish,
Upper Hutt Uniting, 2001.

Edgar, Stan. The Epsom Story. A History of the Epsom Baptist Church, Auckland: Epsom Baptist
Church, 2002.

Humberstone, Brian, ed. Challenge & Service. St George’s Church Takapuna 1902-2002. [North
Shore: St George’s Presbyterian Parish, 2002.]
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Jolly, lan, “An Historic Scots Church”, New Zealand Historic Places, Number 84, February 2002,
pp.13-15. [St Andrew’s First Presbyterian Church, Auckland.]

Mansell, Ruth, A History of Lincoln Parish. Presbyterian Church 1881 - 1971, Union Church 1972 -
2001, Lincoln / Christchurch: Lincoln Business Centre, 2002.

Nelson Cathedral the story of the church on the hill. Nelson: Dean and Vestry of Nelson Cathedral,
2000.

Over the Years - the Choirs of Wesley Church, Blenheim, 1865 - 2002. Blenheim: Custom Copy, 2002.
[Fay McCallum Productions: Devonia Cottage, 8 Cubitt St, Blenheim.]

Rowe, Keith. Beyond the Tamaki: Celebrating 150 years of Methodism in Howick-Pakuranga 1852-
2002. Barry Crichton for Trinity Methodist Church, PO Box 82 056, High Park, Howick, 2002. [A
lively regional history of the Methodist Church which deals deftly with issues which have caused
division over the last few decades.]

THESES AND RESEARCH ESSAYS COMPLETED 2001-2002

Beath, N. “Protestants and Protestors: The Presbyterian Church in New Zealand and the Vietnam
War”, Research Essay/Dissertation, Otago.

Beatson, E. “The Bicultural Commission of the Anglican Church on the Treaty of Waitangi, 1894-
1986”, Research Essay/Dissertation, Massey.

Geddes, A. “Transformation and Control: Methodist Missionary Perceptions of Environment and
IlIness in the Solomon islands 1920-1950”, Research Essay/Dissertation, Otago.

Gough, M. “The 1971 Church leaders’ Visit to Vietnam: The Socio-Economic and Political
Implications of War, as Noted By the Church Leaders”, MA/MSocSc, University of Waikato.

Hanson, F. “The Relationship between Sunday School and Church in the History of New Zealand
Methodism”, DTheol, Melbourne College of Divinity, DTheol, Melbourne College of Divinity.

Henderson, J. “The Trials of the Saints: The Church of Jesus Christ of the latter-day Saints in New
Zealand, 1854-1940”, Research Essay/Dissertation, Otago.

Johnson. David A. “The Methodists of Selwyn County: The ‘Society of Classes’ in a ‘Classless

Society’, 1860 — 1913, Master of Social Science, Lincoln University, 2000.

Piercy, K-M., “‘Presbyterian Pioneers’: The Deaconess Movement, Dunedin, 1900-1920”, Research
Essay/Dissertation, Otago.

Robertson, H. “Choice Not Chance: The Birth Control Debate in New Zealand, ¢.1920s-1950s”, MA,
Victoria.

Richdale, J. “Abortion, Feminism and the Anglican Church: Perspectives on the submission to the
1975-77 Royal Commission of Inquiry into Contraception, Sterilisation and Abortion”, Research
Essay, Auckland.

Thomas. W. “Free Methodists in Colonial Christchurch”, M.A. Massey University.

Thompson, Susan J. “Knowledge and vital piety: Methodist ministry education in New Zealand from
the 1840s to 1988”, PhD thesis, University of Auckland, 2002.

Tutagalevao, E. “The Missionary Recorder: A Discussion on Pierre Chanel, the Martyr of Futuna”,
Research Essay/Dissertation, Auckland.

Yeo, C., “The Protectorate of Aborigines and Donald McLean”, Research Essay/Dissertation, Massey.

THESES IN PROGRESS

Atkinson, D. The history of Catholic Overseas Volunteers with particular attention to the role of
women, PhD, Auckland.

*Beatson, E. The Development of the Anglican Constitution of 1992, MA, Massey.

Buckley, B. The Holy Name Society, MA Research exercise, Massey.

*Carlyon, J. The Friendly Societies in New Zealand 1900-1990, PhD, Auckland.

Clarke, A. Festivals and Holidays in Nineteenth Century Otago, PhD, Otago.

*Coleman, S. “Supporting Our Sisters’: Women Missionaries and their Work with Indian Women
1870-1920, MA, Canterbury.

Haworth, G. The impact of World War Two on the Anglican Church in New Zealand, PhD, Auckland.
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Hewlett, S. Evangelicals and Women, MA, Massey.

*Honoré, C. German Missionaries in New Zealand, MA, Massey.

Jones, Susan “*Weaving theologia in Aotearoa’: Presbyterian ministry training in Aotearoa New
Zealand 1860 to 2000 and its Scottish antecedents”, PhD, Otago.

Keenan, Ria. Young Men’s Christian Association in World War I, MA, Massey

Lange, S. Evangelicalism in Presbyterian, Methodist and Anglican Churches 1940-1976, PhD, Otago.

*Lousberg, M. Edward Shortland, PhD, Otago.

*McNamara, H. A Social and Cultural History of the New Zealand Tablet, MA, Auckland.

*Morrison, H.D. New Zealand Missionaries Overseas, PhD, Massey.

McKean, J.C. The history of the Presbyterian Synod of Otago and Southland 1866-1991, ThD, ACT.

*Matthews, N. He Kura Maori, He Kura Katorika: An Examination of the Catholic Maori Secondary
Schooling System with particular reference to Hato Paora Maori Boys College 1947 to the Present
Day, PhD, Maori Studies, Otago.

*Patchett, A. The Wellington Ladies’ Christian Association, 1878-1927. MA, Massey.

*Piper, C. Maori and the Catholic Church, 1879-1940, PhD, Waikato.

*Reid, Michael. The impact of the Charismatic movement on Christchurch city and suburbs, 1960-
1990, PhD, Canterbury.

*Reid, Nicholas. A critical biography of James Michael Liston, PhD, Auckland.

Ross, C., Women in the Church Missionary Society in nineteenth century New Zealand, PhD,
Auckland.

Thomas, W., Rev. William Morley and late nineteenth century Methodism, PhD, Massey.

Troughton, G. Images of Jesus in New Zealand Culture , PhD, Massey.

*Whitelaw, B. Presbyterian Women Missionaries in India, 1909-1950, MA, Otago.

(*from the New Zealand Journal of History, October 2001. Note: some of these might have been
completed since this list was compiled.)

CURRENT RESEARCH AND WORK IN PROGRESS

Judith Bright as part of sabbatical leave last year, Judith started work on an itemised inventory of
George Augustus Selwyn manuscript material. To date, she has listed items from the Bodleian Library,
University of Oxford, the British Library, Lambeth Palace Library, the Lichfield Record Centre, Eton
College, St John’s College Cambridge and Selwyn College Cambridge. The most fascinating of the
collections was W.E. Gladstone’s correspondence with Selwyn, from the end of their school days until
Selwyn’s death.

The intention is to now complete the research in New Zealand libraries and archives. It is all being
entered on a database, where it will be possible to sort and manipulate records to end up with a full
chronological list as well as by correspondents, or by repositories. The Selwyn material is very
scattered, both by different descendants selling and donating records to a variety of repositories, and
because of the actions of some private collectors of such records. These problems are compounded by
the number of times some records have been copied, both as microfilm and typescript. Piecing
together the provenance of some will be a challenge.

Janet Crawford is doing research on women preachers in New Zealand.

Allan Davidson attended the Yale-Edinburgh Mission History Conference in Edinburgh and the
Ecclesiastical History Society Conference in Leeds in July giving papers on Robert Codrington, and
Volkner and Mokomoko. He edited and contributed to a centennial history of Anglicans in Tonga (see
above). Churches and death in the First World War, Bishop Harper, a Presbyterian parish history and
several writing projects are among the things on his historical agenda.

Frank Glen, Christchurch, has been working with the help of a research grant on the Bowler Papers
for the Australian Army History Unit and Australian National University. Edmund Bolwer was a
member of St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Gore, and the choirmaster prior to the First World War.

7
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He was a long serving Territorial Lieutenant Colonel and commanded the 2™ Reinforcements to Egypt
early in 1915. Appointed to the Anzac Staff Corps of General Birdwood he was the only New
Zealander to hold a Staff position during the Gallipoli campaign. A book has been drafted from his
papers examining his religious beliefs alongside Bowler’s service as a senior officer and the impact
that the war had on his Christianity.

Currently Frank is working on the opening chapters of Richard Waugh’s planned book which deals
with the departure of Methodists into the Wesleyan Methodist Church. Frank is also drafting a book
based on his MPhil which outlines the theology with which John Whiteley, the Wesleyan Missionary,
understood the origins of the First Taranaki War of 1860.

Mike Grimshaw has an article on the early theological writings of the New Zealand born philosopher
Arthur N. Prior coming out in the October 2002 Heythrop Journal. He is continuing research in the
New Zealand Journal of Theology (1931-35) and the introduction of neo-orthodoxy in New Zealand.

Laurie Guy Laurie’s doctoral thesis, “Worlds in collision: the gay debate in New Zealand 1960-86”
will be published by Victoria University Press later this year. His early church history book,
“Introducing early Christianity: a topical survey of its life, beliefs and practice” will be published by
IVP America in 2003.

Raeburn Lange is currently a Research Assistant in the Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies,
University of Canterbury, where he is working on a history of the indigenous Christian ministry and
priesthood in the Pacific Islands.

Peter Lineham is currently writing or revising papers on: Henry Wright, the Wellington misogynist
freethinker; the 2001 Census; Evangelicalism in New Zealand and Australia, and New Zealand Social
Welfare and Religion. The New Zealand Religious History Bibliography and Transplanted
Christianity have been made available on Peter’s Massey University website (details below under
websites). Peter continues to supervise a large number of students writing theses (including a number
with less obviously religious themes including entrepreneurship in New Zealand 1880-1930 and
Native nursing). He is teaching a new survey course on European roots at stage 1 level.

Margaret McLure reports that her history of the Order of the Good Shepherd has gone to David Ling
for publication. It will be published as Saving the City: The History of the Order of the Good Shepherd
and the Community of the Holy Name in Auckland, 1894 — 2000 and it is expected to be available in
the second half of November.

Martin Sutherland Carey Centre for Theological Studies, has recently compiled a volume of
documents relating to early Baptist life in New Zealand (see details above). He has a forthcoming
article in the February 2003 Journal of Religious History: “The basis of union: N.Z. Baptists forge a
denomination in the 1940s”. Martin is currently working on a history of the first 75 years of Carey
Baptist College, which will be completed during 2003. His doctoral thesis is to be published by
Paternoster early in 2003 as Peace Toleration and Decay: the Ecclesiology of Later Stuart Dissent.

Richard Waugh, assisted by other former Methodist evangelicals, is continuing to work on a detailed
and comprehensive book tracing the decline of theological orthodoxy and evangelism within New
Zealand Methodism over the past 100 years. It will have a particular focus on the crisis of the 1996-
2000 period and the large membership walk-outs because of the new homosexual policy and the
Conference retraction of the Evangelical Synod. Contributors will include many former lay leaders
from throughout the country who will tell their experiences of how local parishes worked through the
complexity of the issues. Contact: PO Box 82363, Highland Park, Howick.

NOTES AND NEWS

Auckland Church History Saturday Seminars Two Saturday morning seminars have been held at
Carey Baptist College in 2002. Martin Sutherland delivered a paper in March on “‘Smooth words’ and
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‘ugly facts’? The removal of Luke Jenkins as the Principal of the New Zealand Baptist College, 1944-
1952”. Richard Pierard, Emeritus Professor of History at Indiana State University, who was a
residential fellow at the University of Otago spoke on “In God we trust — everyone else pays cash:
Reflections on Civil Religion in America.” (See the entry above under recent publications.) The last
Saturday seminar for the year will be lead by Peter Lineham on 5 October at Carey Baptist College
(10a.m for 10.30) and will reflect on the religion results in the 2001 census, “Is it all down hill from
here?”.

The Rev. Dr Alan Anderson Brash died on 24 August 2002. An outstanding ecumenical leader, Alan
Brash was a Presbyterian minister, Secretary of the National Council of Churches 1947-52, 1956-64;
Minister of St Giles’ Parish, Christchurch, 1952-56; Interchurch Aid Secretary for Mission and
Service of the East Asia Christian Conference, 1957-68; Director of Christian Aid, London, 1968-70;
Director of the World Council of Churches Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service, 1970-74;
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand 1978-79; Regional Secretary of the National
Council of Churches 1979-84.

Alan participated in many of the significant ecumenical meetings and conferences held over the last
sixty-five years. In 1937, while a student at New College, Edinburgh, he attended the Faith and Order
Conference in Edinburgh and the Life and Work Conference in Oxford. He attended most of the
Assemblies of the World Council of Churches. A great publicist and advocate for the ecumenical
movement he wrote up popular reports of these meetings and spoke widely about his experiences of
Christianity and oikoumene.

A biography, Alan Brash: Voice for Unity was written by Alison O’Grady (Auckland: Pace, 1991) and
there is an entry on him in the Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement, Geneva: WCC, 1991), p.110.
His significant ecumenical contribution is worthy of further research.

Harper Commemorative Essays Work on the collection of essays to mark the sesquicentenary in
2006 of the arrival of H.J.C. Harper to be the first Anglican bishop of Christchurch is proceeding. The
proposals by all eight essayists have now been approved and contracts signed. The first drafts are due
on 28 February 2004 and several essayists are already well-advanced with their research.

A crucial source is the outward correspondence of Harper, contained in 28 letter-books. Funding has
been obtained from the Lottery Grants Board and the locally-based Laugesen Trust towards the cost of
transcribing this correspondence. Such transcription, undertaken by Jane Teal, archivist for the
Christchurch Anglican Diocesan Archives, besides assisting the essayists working on the
commemorative volume, will also make sections of the Harper correspondence available to researchers
more generally.

New Zealand Historical Association Conference This was held in Christchurch 1-3 December 2001.
Allan Davidson wrote up a brief evaluation on “Religious History” for the New Zealand Historical
Association Newsletter (see details above) in which he commented that many at the conference were
surprised “by the way in which religious history was a recurring element in many of the papers. It
seemed almost as if the secular lenses which had constrained people to find the paganism they were
looking for in New Zealand’s past were being replaced by lenses which recognise the variety,
significance and dynamic influence which religion has had on individuals, institutions, movements,
intellectual developments and politics.”

New Zealand Religious History Conference A very successful one day conference was held at the
Christchurch Bible College on the 30 November 2001. The following papers were given: Martin
Sutherland - “Baptists in Colonial Canterbury”; Brian Carrell - “Lay Faith in early Canterbury: Apart
from the Clergy, How Real was the Religion of the First Settlers?”; Michael Grimshaw - “The prior
Prior: unknown early writings of A.N. Prior”; Allan Davidson “Future possibilities for New Zealand
Religious History”; Brett Knowles - “*From the ends of the earth we hear songs”: Music as an
indicator of New Zealand Pentecostal theology and spirituality”; Frank Glen - “New Zealand at War
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and the Churches’ Reaction”; Laurie Guy - “Naked Baptism in the early church: the rhetoric and the
reality”.

This conference was held between the Conferences of the Aotearoa New Zealand Association of
Mission Studies and the New Zealand Historical Association. It is proposed to hold another New
Zealand Religious History Conference either before or after the NZHA Conference in Dunedin, 27-30
November 2003.

...Push. Occasional Papers in Theology & Religion Two issues have appeared. Edited by Mike
Grimshaw and Geoff King ...Push is an outlet for New Zealand theological writing. Subscriptions are
NZ$15.00 or NZ$18 for overseas readers. Contact Dr Michael Grimshaw, c/- Department of
Philosophy and Religious Studies, University of Canterbury, Private Bag 4800, Christchurch.

The Rev. Dr Harold Turner died on 5 May 2002 aged 91. Harold was a Presbyterian minister who
made a unique contribution both nationally and internationally. He studied Philosophy at Canterbury,
Theology at the Presbyterian Theological Hall in Dunedin and spent a term at New College,
Edinburgh under John Baillie. He was caught up in the Moral Rearmament Movement and met with its
founder. As SCM chaplain in Dunedin and assistant minister at Knox Church in the early 1940s he
pioneered ministry among students. Harold founded in Dunedin what became the Stuart Halls of
Residence and the University Bookshop. He was deeply involved in the Campaign for Christian Order
convening the literature subcommittee.

After a brief period as parish minister he went to London in 1954 and on to teaching in Sierra Leone
and Nigeria (1955-62). In Africa he encountered new religious movements which became the subject
for his doctorate completed through the Melbourne College of Divinity in 1963 and published as
African Independent Church, (1967). He was a pioneering figure in developing and understanding
these movements, producing his six volume annotated Bibliographies of New Religious Movements in
Primal Societies (1977-92). Harold went on to teaching in Leicester, Atlanta, Aberdeen and several
African countries.

When he returned to New Zealand in 1976 to deliver the Burns Lectures the University of Otago
awarded him an honorary DD. Part of his lectures was published as From Temple to Meeting House:
The Phenomenology and Theology of Places of Worship (1979). He retired to Birmingham 1981-89
where he developed a friendship with Lesslie Newbigin as they both were beginning to pursue
concerns about gospel and culture. When he returned to New Zealand in 1989 Harold founded the
Gospel and Cultures Trust which was reorganised as the DeepSight Trust. In the last five years of his
life he produced Roots of Science: An Investigative Journey through the World’s Religion (1998),
Frames of Mind: A Public Philosophy for Religion and Cultures (2001) and his whimsically titled, The
Laughter of Providence (see above).

Harold had an appreciation of the history of new religious movements and his last writings included
attention to broad historical issues. His documentation of new religious movements and the way in
which he made this available on microfiche has left a very rich legacy. His own papers have been
deposited in the Hocken Library in Dunedin. The DeepSight Trust which is located at the Bible
College of New Zealand, Henderson, retains papers which are relevant to their work.

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND ARCHIVES

Anglican Historical Society (Subscription $10.00p.a. Contact: Earle Howe, PO Box 75-102,
Manurewa, 1730)

The Society organised a very successful “Stroll through Anglican Parnell’ in April with over sixty

people joining Warren Limbrick in a tour which took in the old Deanery, Ewelme Cottage and Kinder
House. It is planned to take a similar stroll through other parts of “Anglican Parnell” in the future.
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Geoff Haworth presented a lecture based on his PhD research in August on “*Marching as to War’:
Wartime reshapes the New Zealand Church Army.”

Newsletter 22, May 2002. Shirley Tunnicliff, “1862 General Synod Meets in Nelson”, pp.2-19.

Auckland Anglican Diocesan Archives. Janet Foster reports that Beverley Reeves is working on a
biography of Mrs Eliza Cowie, Jack Leigh is researching and writing a history of St Matthew’s
Church, and Earle Howe has being undertaking research on George Kissling. Parishes which have
recently updated their histories or prepared new ones include St Peter’s, Te Kopuru and St Matthias,
Panmure. St Heliers’ Bay parish are working on their history.

Christchurch Anglican Diocesan Archives. Jane Teal reports that St Margaret's College,
Christchurch, have a School History Committee and are beginning to work towards the production of a
College History in 2010. The Lay Readers Project (1850-1890 - Directory and Essay) has been
resurrected in the Diocesan Archives with a view to publication late in 2003. Work continues on the
Bishop Harper project.

Methodist Archives, Christchurch Marcia Baker reports the following:

Accession of Typewritten copies of

The War Diary of Rev. John K. Watson, BA. MC, Chaplain 2 NZEF 1940-44.

Andrew J. Johnston, My Story. “Plough to Parson”

Family Histories.

The Dixon Moxham Line, for the Descendants of George Dixon, son of George, son of George and
Elizabeth Moxham. Marjorie Pattie, 34 Alabama Rd, Blenheim, 2002.

Our Great Great Great Great Grandfather Came from Wales - the Story of the Powell Family. Marcia
Baker, 11 Merton Place, Christchurch.

Keep the Name Bright - Story of the Wellington Dentons. Marcia Baker, 11 Merton Place,
Christchurch.

Material is being gathered with the idea of publishing the story of Methodist Home Missionaries and
their contribution to the Church. It is envisaged that this book would also include the names of all who
served as Home Missionaries and their appointments from the 1870s until the last retired one died in
1995.

The Methodist Archives contain much material about women. It would be interesting to trace the
story of women preachers and the first women to serve on committees such as Trusts, usually
designated as the prerogative of men. From the time following the establishment of the Deaconess
Order we have reports of committees, commissions, consultations and questionnaires, as the Church
(committees of men almost without exception) tried to work out the place of women in the Church,
and what their rights and responsibilities should be.

Other records are helpful for local historians to write the stories of their churches. One researcher has
discovered it is 50 years since the first fair was held in his local church and has found some amazing
information by following through minute books and discovering how these fairs were run, and what
happened at them, the work and the organisation that was part of them.

Another researcher has been writing the story of one of our Children's Homes, and the people who
lived in them. This was the home he and his siblings knew.

The New Zealand Baptist Research & Historical Society (Contact: PO Box 12-149, Penrose,
Auckland.)

N.Z. Journal of Baptist Research Vol. Six , October 2001

Angus Macleod, “50 years of the N.Z. Baptist Historical Society”, pp.3-28.
Greg Liston, “The Dynamics of Trinitarian Worship”, pp.29-47.
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Steve Taylor, “Scars on the Australasian heart: Anzac Day as a contextual atonement image”, pp.48-
74.

Don Dickson, “Conditional Immortality and New Zealand Baptist Churches 1880-1892: The Bradford
Challenge to Baptist Orthodoxy”, pp.75-87.

“George Johnston’s Evangelistic Journey on the West Coast of the South Island, 1884-6" (Part I)
(reprint), pp.88-104.

The Baptist Research Newsletter (May 2002) reports that “From the start of 2003, when the Ayson
Clifford Library upgrades its catalogue, the archive index will be available to all students, and ... on
the internet.” In the future images held in the archive will be scanned and available electronically.

A new series, Baptist Research Short Studies, looking at aspects of Baptist life and work in NZ, has
been inaugurated with Louisa Sutherland’s, The Churches of J.A. Penman. It is available free to
members and from the Society for $5.00. Martin Sutherland’s collection of documents dealing with
Colonial Baptist in New Zealand is a substantial publication (see details above) which has been
published by the society.

Wesley Historical Society (Annual Subscription to Wesley Historical Society $25.00. Treasurer, Rev.
Phil Taylor, 12 Melandra Road, Whangaparaoa, Hibiscus Coast.)

Journal 2001, Wesley Historical Society, Proceeding No 74, included:

Ivan Whyle, “Methodist Mission Northern: The Sesquicentennial”, pp.6-16.

Verna Mossong, “The Establishment of the Solomon Islands Mission”, pp.17-18.

Nathan Sipisong, “Wartime Adventures in Bougainville and the Solomons”, edited by Audrey Bruce,
pp.18-23.

Fred Baker, “Fifty Years in the Papua New Guinea Highlands”, pp.24-29.

Gordon McLauchlan, “One Lifelong Lesson in Loving thy Neighbour” [Obituary to Selwyn Dawson],
pp.31-33.

Marcia Baker, “This is the House the Church Built”, pp.37-40.

Allan Davidson, “Writing a Parish History: Some Basic Guidelines”, pp.41-45.

To mark the centennial of the beginnings of Methodist missionary work in Solomon Islands the
Society produced Ever Widening Circle: Stories of Some Influential Methodist Leaders in Solomon
Islands and Bougainville/Buka, Alan Leadley, ed., Wesley Historical Society, Proceeding No. 75,
April 2002. New Zealand Methodists developed a special relationship with the Solomons,
Bougainville and Buka after it became “their mission field” in 1922,

CONFERENCES

22-24 November 2002 - Historyworks, Wellington, Town Hall. Public history conference. Check the
website for details: http://www,nzhistory.et.n/phanza

5-8 December 2002 — The Future of Christianity in the West — An International Conference —
University of Otago, Dunedin. Themes include “Australian and New Zealand Christianities: past,
present and future”. Contact nicola.richmond@stonebow.otago.ac.nz

20-27 July 2003 - British National Commission CIHEC & the Ecclesiastical History Society
Conference, University of Exeter. Theme: “Signs, Wonders, Miracles: Representations of Divine
Power in the Life of the Church”. For further information contact: D.H.MclLeod@bham.ac.uk

8-10 November 2003 - First World War Symposium, Wellington.

27-30 November 2003 - New Zealand Historical Association Conference, Dunedin.
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3-9 July 2005 - International Congress of Historical Sciences (CISH). For future information contact
admin@incompass.com.au Web: http://www.incompass.com.au

WEB SITES

Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia
http://www.anglican.org.nz/History/history.htm includes a brief history of the Anglican Church, a
copy of the 1992 constitution and information on dioceses and Te Pihopatanga.

Anglican Diocese of Auckland http://www.auckanglican.org.nz/dio/ - brief history of the Anglican
Church and a digest of the history of the Diocese of Auckland.

Associated Churches of Christ in New Zealand http://www.churchesofchrist.org.nz/

Baptist Churches of New Zealand http://www.baptist.org.nz/ Gives access to an historical synopsis

The Catholic Church in New Zealand http://www.catholic.org/newzealand/ Gives access to the
Pompallier site which provides biographical details and accounts about the return of his remains to
New Zealand - http://catholic.org.nz/pompallier/

Dictionary of New Zealand Biography www.dnzb.govt.nz Some 3,000 biographies from the five
volume publication are available for perusal on line. These are supplemented by 2,000 images and
audio files are being added to illustrate 50 biographies.

Elim Churches http://www.elim.org.nz/history.htm - history of Elim Churches

Islamic Ahlulbayt Foundation of New Zealand http://www.islam.org.nz/

Jews of New Zealand http://www.haruth.com/JewsNewZealand.html - links to sites dealing with Jews
in New Zealand

Kinder Library, St John’s College, Auckland http://www.kinderlibrary.ac.nz/ - descriptions of
archival collections and listing of papers held within the Anglican Archives. With an Adobe Reader it
is possible to access the Anglican Archives Handbook on the Preservation of Parish Archives.

The Methodist Church of New Zealand http://www.methodist.org.nz/

New Life Churches http://www.newlife.org.nz/history.htm - history of the New Life Churches in
New Zealand

New Zealand Religion and Spirituality — Te Puna Web Directory
http://tepuna.natlib.govt.nz/web_directory/NZ/religion.htm

New Zealand Religious History: A Bibliography — Revised August 2002, by Peter Lineham is at
http://www.massey.ac.nz/~plineham/RelhistNZ.htm

Some Web sites about New Zealand Parishes, their Buildings and their History

Holy Trinity Cathedral Auckland http://www.holy-trinity.org.nz/ - gives access to information about
Frederick Thatcher and the architectural history of buildings associated with the Cathedral.

Jenny Murray, “Ko Te Whare Whinare o Puari - The Anglican Church at Puari”, Historic Places
Trust, May 2000. http://www.historic.org.nz/magazinefeatures/2000may/2000 _05a_single.html
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Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/history.php
Information and access to Presbyterian Archive site — Fraser’s Register of Presbyterian ministers — a
list of former moderators — a brief bibliography of Presbyterian histories.

Reformed Churches of New Zealand http://www.reformed-churches.org.nz/ - history of Reformed
Churches in New Zealand

Religious Society of Friends http://www.quaker.org.nz/whoweare/history.htm - “Quaker history and
history of Quakerism in New Zealand”

Salvation Army http://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/page6.html - origins in New Zealand

Stout Centre http://www.vuw.ac.nz/stout-centre/index.html

Transplanted Christianity: Documents Illustrating Aspects of New Zealand Church History This is
currently out of print. As an interim measure (until it has been revised) this collection by Allan
Davidson and Peter Lineham in its fourth edition (1997) has been made available on the web at:
http://www.massey.ac.nz/~plineham/RelhistNZ.htm

Unitarian http://members.ozemail.com.au/~winjohn/anzua.html

The Wesleyan Methodist Church of New Zealand — Includes a brief historical note on their origin —
http://www.wesleyan.org.nz/beliefs.htm

The next issue will be published in July 2003. A reminder asking for news will be sent out in
June. Suggestions about how the Newsletter can be improved are welcome. Subscriptions
($5.00 for two years $10.00 for overseas subscribers) are always gladly received. The
Newsletter can be supplied by e-mail as an attachment using Windows XP.
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