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The present St John’s Presbyterian Church, Wellington, is 
the third to occupy the site on the corner of Willis and 
Dixon streets and is listed as a category 1 historic building. 
Constructed by James Wilson in 1885, it was designed by 
Scottish architect Thomas Turnbull, who was also 
responsible for the nearby St Peter’s Anglican Church 
(1879), the Wesley Church in Taranaki St (1880), and the 
General Assembly Library. With its three-storey spire and 
pointed windows and doors, the timber building is colonial 
Gothic in style. Inside, there is seating for 800 people. A 
gallery supported by pillars runs along the rear and both 
sides, while the front is dominated by the huge organ 
imported from Lewis and Co. of London. A number of 
commemorative windows have been installed and 
renovations in the 1950s included the addition of the 
Glover Memorial Entrance (in the lower right corner of the 
outside photograph). [continued overleaf] 
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Funds for maintaining and developing the property were greatly enhanced in 1987 when the rights 
to build additional floors in the air-space above the historic church were sold for over $7 million to 
property developers for use on other sites – just before the following year’s share-market crash 
when other Wellington building suddenly ceased. Three new structures were officially opened at 
Easter 1994. A new four-storey Troup House (extended in 2004) provided church offices and space 
for other community organizations, replacing the older building that had been used by Bible classes 
and boarders. The original church hall, built in 1884, had been partially incorporated into a new 
structure in 1983, but was finally replaced by a new and much-enhanced building – St John’s Centre 
– which includes conference rooms, a gymnasium, and other facilities. Meanwhile, a bequest from 
Margaret MacKay paid for a small chapel and new entrance on the west side of the church, 
beautifully enhanced by the stained-glass Aitken Memorial Windows loosely based on da Vinci’s Last 
Supper (originally in Lochend Presbyterian Church, Campbelltown, Scotland). Also in the church 
grounds is the historic Spinks Cottage, completed in 1863; purchased from the original owner in 

1884, it was moved to its present location and refurbished in 1983. 

From 18 to 20 November 2015, St John’s Centre was the venue for a conference on the theme 
“Peace, not war, shall be our boast”: historical, theological and contemporary perspectives on 
peace and Christianity in New Zealand. On the Friday morning, papers were delivered in the church 
itself. Taking the place of the Religious History conference usually held in conjunction with the New 
Zealand Historical Association’s biannual conference, the “peace conference” was sponsored by 
Victoria University of Wellington in conjunction with other interested groups (see last year’s 
Newsletter). 

Most of the papers focussed on Christianity in New Zealand, and speakers included “historians, 
theologians, students of religion and activists”. There were presentations on nineteenth-century 
missionaries and Māori, Christian involvement in World War One, pacifist Christians especially during 
the two world wars, and peace-activism in the later twentieth century. Since the conference was 
thematic rather than discipline-based, it accommodated a greater variety of perspectives than usual, 
including reflections on the gospel as a peace-making imperative, attitudes towards immigrants, how 
resistance movements choose violence or non-violence, and the imagery of crucifixion in World War 
One. The variety of viewpoints and disciplines made for insightful presentations and lively 
discussions, with the prospect of very welcome publications in the near future. 

While I am in “editorial mode”, I should add a few comments on the contents of the Newsletter. 
Most of the books listed in each issue have been found by combing through the monthly reports 
published by the National Library (http://natlib.govt.nz/librarians/national-library-
services/publications-new-zealand) – and further details on entries can be gleaned from the National 
Library catalogue (http://nlnzcat.natlib.govt.nz/vwebv/searchBasic). Academic articles and reviews 
are usually found by checking in appropriate journals. Other entries are based on serendipitous 
discoveries in bookshops or online surfing. A surprisingly small proportion is sent in by readers of the 
Newsletter. 

The editor would be grateful for more notifications by subscribers, whether of their own publications 
or of other items they judge likely to be of interest. Submissions do not have to be your own work, 
and whether or not publications are your own, a sentence or two highlighting their contribution to 
our subject would be a valuable addition. Oral presentations are not normally listed since they are 
not accessible after the event, but anyone willing to make a transcript available or who has an on-
going research interest in a topic is welcome to submit a note on “current research” as a means of 
facilitating contact with other researchers or people with relevant information. If you have 

                                                           
Sources: Charles Fearnley, Early Wellington Churches, Wellington: Millwood Press, 1977; Scott Thomson, 
Church Standing Tall: a People’s History of St John’s in the City 1855-2003, Wellington: Steele Roberts, 2003; 
Linda and Robert Burgess (below); “Church Complex”, http://www.stjohnsinthecity.org.nz/about/complex.htm; 
“Historic Documents”, http://www.stjohnsinthecity.org.nz/resources/historic-documents/ (Photographs CvdK, 
2015). 

http://natlib.govt.nz/librarians/national-library-services/publications-new-zealand
http://natlib.govt.nz/librarians/national-library-services/publications-new-zealand
http://nlnzcat.natlib.govt.nz/vwebv/searchBasic
http://www.stjohnsinthecity.org.nz/about/complex.htm
http://www.stjohnsinthecity.org.nz/resources/historic-documents/
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contributed to an edited collection in which there are other Newsletter-worthy items, it is worth 
alerting the editor, especially since material of interest in more general collections or written by 
scholars not directly concerned with religious history is easily missed. 

Please note, though, that the subject of the Newsletter is primarily religious history. This is 
interpreted very broadly: it naturally includes all religions (not just Christianity) as well as anti-
religious movements, past and present. It also includes (auto)biographical and sociological studies of 
religion(s) and values as well as some more general works on New Zealand history even if they (still) 
do not pay enough heed to religion. While studies of historical theology are relevant, contemporary 
works advocating particular religious positions, such as Christian apologetics or New Age self-
improvement are not. Most readers would be amazed at how much apologetic and theological work 
is produced in New Zealand – quite enough for its own newsletter if anyone is looking for such a 
project! These publications are sometimes listed, however, if they include substantial historical 
content, such as missionary biographies. 

While the Newsletter only lists publications of direct relevance to New Zealand, the “current 
research” section includes publications about other places and periods by writers with a New 
Zealand connection that is likely to be of interest to Newsletter readers. News about archives, 
editions of primary sources, websites, and anything else relevant to the study of religion in New 
Zealand is always welcome at any time – not just when the call for news is sent out. As the final text-
box notes, the editor and the Association welcome both corrections (including notice of omissions) 
and suggestions for improvement to the Newsletter. 

And thank you to all those who sent in material for this edition. 

CvdK 

 

Recent Publications (Compiled using Endnote: Chicago 16th, footnote version) 

 

Ali, Nargis, Deborah Payne, and Erica Hinckson. “Being Muslim and Doing Islam: Narratives That 

Influence Physical Activity of Muslim Women in New Zealand.” Sites (new series) 12, no. 2 

(2015): 1-27. 

Anderson, Atholl, Judith Binney, and Aroha Harris. Tangata Whenua: A History.  Wellington: 

Bridget Williams Books, 2015; reviews: 

 Matariki Williams, NZ Books 25, no. 3 (2015): 18-19 

 Lyndon Fraser, NZJH 49, no. 2 (2015): 176-78. 

Ballantyne, Tony. Entanglements of Empire: Missionaries, Maori, and the Question of the Body. 

Auckland: Auckland University Press, 2014. For an interview with the author, “‘Cultural Irritants’: 

Probing the Complexities of Missionary-Māori Engagement”, see Stimulus 22, no. 1 (2015) 14-18; 

reviews: 

 Vincent O’Malley. H-Empire, H-Net Reviews. (October 2015), http://www.h-

net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=44784  

 Kristyn Harman, “A highly nuanced reading of cross-cultural encounters”, History Australia 

12, no. 3 (2015). 

 Samuel Carpenter, NZJH 49, no. 2 (2016): 181-84. 

Bleriot, Erika, Brent Coutts, Sylvain Leduc, and Lucy Stone (eds, history students of Baradene 

College of the Sacred Heart, New Zealand and Lycée Professionnel Jean Macé, Chauny, France). 

La bataille de la conscience: la désobéissance et la rébellion des soldats et le traitement des 

objecteurs de conscience dans la première guerre mondiale en France et en Nouvelle-Zélande - 

une étude historique comparée = the Battle of Conscience: Disobedience and Rebellion of 

Soldiers and the Treatment of Conscientious Objectors in the First World War in France and New 

Zealand - a Comparative Historical Study. Auckland, NZ and Chauny, France: Baradene College 

of the Sacred Heart and Lycée Professionnel Jean Macé, 2015; 60 pages. 

Bolt, Peter G., and David B. Pettett, eds. Launching Marsden’s Mission: The Beginnings of the 

Church Missionary Society in New Zealand, Viewed from New South Wales. London: The Latimer 

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=44784
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=44784
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Trust, 2014; review by Allan Davidson, in Stimulus 22, no. 1 (2015): 44-45. 

Bryant, George. Making a Real Difference: Christian Movers and Shakers. Auckland: DayStar Books, 

2015. Christian biographies: Mel Hillier, Andrew Becroft, Jeff Tallon, Ngaire Button, Rob Harley, 

Henare O’Keefe, Cheryl and Malcolm Bollen, Roger Moses, Inky Tulloch, Ian and Mary Grant, 

Gary Diprose, Richard Waugh, Claire Szabo, Kim Workman, Campbell Roberts, Keith Stanton, 

Diane Robertson, Larry Robbins, Dave Pipe, Teresa Christie. 

Burgess, Linda (text), and Robert Burgess (photographs). Historic Churches: A Guide to over 60 

Early New Zealand Churches. Random House New Zealand, 2015. 

Burton, Ormond Edward (1893-1974), edited by John H. Gray. The Silent Division: New Zealanders 

at the Front, 1914-1919 and Concerning One Man’s War.  Christchurch: John Douglas Publishing, 

2014. Edition includes forewords by Major General Sir Andrew Russell and Dr Christopher 

Pugsley and a biography of the author by David Grant. 

Carnahan, Cheryl, ed. All Guts No Glory: Nelson Tasman Nurses and Chaplains of World War One. 

Nelson: NZ Society of Genealogists, 2015. 

Chessell, G. S. J, and foreword by Edmund Bohan. Separate Lives: The Story of Sir George and Lady 

Grey.  [Great Britain]: Hopping Mouse Press, 2014. 

Clover, Gary A.M. “Another Hero of the Faith: Taawao, First Missionary to Banks Peninsula.” 

Journal of the Wesley Historical Society New Zealand, Proceedings 96 (2013): 22-35. 

Clover, Gary A.M. William Woon 1803-1858: Wesleyan Printer in Tonga and New Zealand. 

Auckland: Wesley Historical Society of New Zealand, Proceedings 97, 2014; see cover image 

below. This published book largely supersedes two unpublished typescripts noted in some 

bibliographical listings, namely “The Wesleyan Colenso: The Missionary Career of Rev William 

Woon, 1803-1858”, (2011) and The Missionary Career of Rev William Woon, 1803-1858: 

Wesleyan Printer in Tonga and New Zealand (2013). The latter, however, includes some 

additional information. Review by Laurie Guy, Stimulus 22, no. 1, (2015): 45-46. 

Clover, Gary. “Heroes of the Faith: Early Wesleyan Māori Teachers and Conversion.” Journal of the 

Wesley Historical Society, Proceedings 99 (2014): 18-33. 

Cooper, Annabel, Lachy Paterson, and Angela Wanhalla, eds. The Lives of Colonial Objects. 

Dunedin: Otago University Press, 2015; 50 essays, some on objects of religious significance. 

Crosby, Ron D. Kūpapa: The Bitter Legacy of Māori Alliances with the Crown. Auckland: Penguin, 

2015. 

Davidson, Allan K. “Anglican Chaplains in the First World War.” Anglican Historical Society 

Newsletter 55 (February 2015): 2-3. 

———. “Centenary Reflections of Gallipoli.” Tui Motu: Interislands (April 2015): 22-23. 

———. Making Sense of Carnage (Chaplains and the First World War). Podcast audio. Spiritual 

Outlook19 April 2015. 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/spiritualoutlook/audio/20174979/making-sense-of-

carnage. 

———. “Remembering War and Peace: 1914-2014.” Anglican Historical Society Newsletter 56 

(September 2014): 2-5. 

———. “Remembering War and Peace: Reflections on Memorialisation.” Pacific Journal of Baptist 

Research 9, no. 1 (2014): 35-47. 

http://www.baptistresearch.org.nz/uploads/6/2/0/4/6204774/pjbr_-_may_2014_revised.pdf  

———. “Samuel Marsden 1765-1838: ‘The Apostle to New Zealand’.” Ecclesiastical History Society 

Newsletter (Spring 2014): 9. 

———. “The Supreme Sacrifice? New Zealand Chaplains and Churches and the Construction of 

Death in the First World War.” Dorothy Brown Memorial Lecture. Published electronically 6 

November 2015. http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/apf/apf15-ad.pdf. 

Davidson, Allan K., and Peter J. Lineham. (eds) Transplanted Christianity: Documents Illustrating 

Aspects of New Zealand Church History. Auckland: Kereru, 2015; ePub or Mobi/Kindle; see 

http://www.kererupublishing.com/our-books/transplanted-christianity. This edition has an 

extensive additional chapter covering issues facing the church in the period 1980-2015. 

Deed, Stephen. Unearthly Landscapes: New Zealand’s Early Cemeteries, Churchyards and Urupā. 

Otago University Press, 2015. Interview with Kim Dungey in the Otago Daily Times, 16 

November 2015. 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/spiritualoutlook/audio/20174979/making-sense-of-carnage
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/spiritualoutlook/audio/20174979/making-sense-of-carnage
http://www.baptistresearch.org.nz/uploads/6/2/0/4/6204774/pjbr_-_may_2014_revised.pdf
http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/apf/apf15-ad.pdf
http://www.kererupublishing.com/our-books/transplanted-christianity
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Dobson, Stephanie. “Contending with the Hyphen(s): Muslim Women Negotiating Identity, Gender 

and Conflict in New Zealand.” Sites (new series) 9, no. 2 (2012): 92-113. 

Drury, Abdullah. “Mostly Harmless: A Short History of the First Century of Muslim Settlement in 

New Zealand.” Waikato Islamic Studies Review 1, no. 1 (2015): 29-49. 

http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fass/UWISG/WaikatoIslamicStudiesReview-Vol1.pdf  

Flett, Linda. A Full-er Gospel? Pentecostal Proclamation in New Zealand 1990-2008. Auckland: 

Archer Press, 2015. 

Foroutan, Yaghoob. “Demography of New Zealand’s Muslims: Patterns and Disparities.” Waikato 

Islamic Studies Review 1, no. 1 (2015): 50-64. 

http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fass/UWISG/review.shtml  

Geering, Lloyd. Reimagining God: The Faith Journey of a Modern Heretic. Salem, Oregon: 

Polebridge Press, 2014. Mostly reprinted material for an American audience; review by Peter 

Lineham in NZ Books 25, no. 2 (2015): 21. 

Ghosh, Gautam, and Jacqueline Leckie (eds). Asians and the New Multiculturalism in Aotearoa New 

Zealand. Dunedin: Otago University Press, 2015; chapters include: 

 Erich Kolig, Whither cultural acceptance? Muslims and multiculturalism in New Zealand. 

 Andrew Butcher and George Wieland, The New Asian faces of Kiwi Christianity. 

 Stephanie Dobson (Mis)Reporting Islam: New Zealand Muslim Women Viewing ‘Us’ viewing 

‘Them’. 

Grimes, Arthur, Robert MacCulloch, and Fraser McKay. Indigenous Belief in a Just World: New 

Zealand Māori and Other Ethnicities Compared. Wellington: Motu Economic and Public Policy 

Research Trust, 2015; 43 pages. 

Hall, Peter, ed. The Ladies’ Apostle and Two Rangatira. 2 ed. Culverden, Canterbury: Peter Hall, 

2015; based on the 1879–1882 Premier’s speeches concerning Parihaka Pa. 

Harper, Glyn. Johnny Enzed: The New Zealand Soldier in the First World War 1914-1918. Auckland: 

Exisle Publishing, 2015. 

Honoré, Christopher. “The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Polynesia.” In The 

Wiley-Blackwell Companion to the Anglican Communion, edited by Ian S. Markham et al., 374-86. 

Chichester, West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons, 2013; review: Charlotte Methuen, Journal of 

Ecclesiastical History 66, no. 2 (2015): 383-386. 

Howey, Glen. Please Demolish with a Kind Heart: Behind Christchurch’s Red Zone. Auckland: PQ 

Blackwell, 2015. Includes images of damaged church interiors. 

Keenan, Danny. Te Whiti o Rongomai and the Resistance of Parihaka. Wellington: Huia Publishers, 

2015. 

Latu, Paula Onoafe. Fakaongo and Tau’ataina: The Influences of Tongan Traditional Religion, 

European Civilization, and Wesleyan Teachings on the Formation of Tongan Religious Identities. 

Auckland: Tala-Tukufakaholo Publishing, 2015. 

MacRaild, Donald M. “Transnationalising ‘Anti-Popery’: Militant Protestant Preachers in the 

Nineteenth-Century Anglo-World.” Journal of Religious History 39, no. 2 (2015): 224-43. 

McCarthy, Angela. Migration, Ethnicity, and Madness: New Zealand, 1860-1910. Liverpool: 

Liverpool University Press, 2015. 

McKay, Bill (text), and Jane Ussher (photography). Worship: A History of New Zealand Church 

Design. Auckland: Godwit (Penguin Random House), 2015; “This stunning tribute to New 

Zealand church architecture brings together early country churches, grand cathedrals and striking 

modernist designs in a unique survey of some of our most compelling landmark buildings”. 

Moon, Paul. Face to Face: Conversations with Remarkable New Zealanders. Auckland: Penguin 

Random House, 2015; includes chapter on Lloyd Geering. 

Morrison, Hugh. “‘As the Sunshine Dispels the Darkness of the Night’: Settler Protestant Children’s 

Missionary Magazines in New Zealand c.1840-1940.” New Zealand Journal of History 49, no. 2 

(2015): 136-59. 

———. “‘I Feel That We Belong to the One Big Family’: Protestant Childhoods, Missions and 

Emotions in British World Settings, 1870s-1930s.” In Emotions and Christian Missions: 

Historical Perspectives, edited by Claire McLisky, Daniel Midena and Karen Vallgårda, 218-39. 

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015. 

———. “Settler Childhood, Protestant Christianity and Emotions in Colonial New Zealand, 1880s-

http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fass/UWISG/WaikatoIslamicStudiesReview-Vol1.pdf
http://www.waikato.ac.nz/fass/UWISG/review.shtml
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1920s.” In Childhood, Youth and Emotions in Modern History: National, Colonial and Global 

Perspectives, edited by Stephanie Olsen, 76-94. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015. 

Newton, Marjorie. Mormon and Māori. Salt Lake City: Greg Kofford Books, 2014. 

O’Malley, Vincent. Haerenga: Early Māori Journeys across the Globe. Wellington: Bridget Williams 

Books, 2015. 

Onnudottir, Helena, Adam Possamai, and Bryan S. Turner. Religious Change and Indigenous 

Peoples: The Making of Religious Identities. Farnham: Ashgate, 2013; review by 

GeoffreyTroughton, Religious Studies Review 41, no. 3 (2015): 122. 

Petrie, Hazel. Outcasts of the Gods? The Struggle over Slavery in Māori New Zealand. Auckland: 

Auckland University Press, 2015. 

Rae, Murray, Peter Matheson, and Brett Knowles, eds. Calvin: The Man and the Legacy. Adelaide: 

ATF Press, 2014; part two, “The legacy and the caricature”, includes: 

 John Roxborogh,Thomas Chalmers and Scottish Calvinism in the nineteenth century 

 John Stenhouse, Calvin’s own country? Calvinists, anti-Calvinists and the making of New 

Zealand culture 

 Peter Matheson, The Reception of Calvin and Calvinism in New Zealand: A Preliminary 

Trawl 

 Alison Clarke, Popular piety, the sacraments and Calvinism in colonial New Zealand 

 Kirstine Moffat, ‘Mr Calvin and Mr Knox’: the Calvinist legacy in the fiction and poetry of 

New Zealand Scots 

 Ian Breward, Calvin in Australia and New Zealand. 

Randerson, Richard. Slipping the Moorings: A Memoir Weaving Faith with Justice, Ethics and 

Community. Wellington: Matai House, 2015; “A memoir covering 50 years of the author’s life as 

Anglican priest and bishop. It addresses issues of poverty and justice, social change such as the 

anti-apartheid and anti-nuclear weapons movements; same-sex relationships; public and corporate 

ethics; theology and atheism; the role of the Church in today’s society”. 

Robinson, John. Two Great New Zealanders: The Wisdom of Tamati Waka Nene and Apirana Ngata. 

Wellington: Tross Publishing, 2015. 

Salmon, Elizabeth. Peter Godfrey: Father of New Zealand Choral Music: An Oral History. 

Eastbourne: Mākaro Press, 2015. 

Simpson, Tony. Before Hobson: New Zealand, the Treaty of Waitangi and the wider world. 

Wellington: Blythswood Press, 2015; review by Jim McAloon, NZ Books 25, no. 3 (2015): 11. 

Smith, Ian W. G., Angela Middleton, Jessie Garland, and Tristan Russell. Archaeology of the Hohi 

Mission Station. Volume II. The 2013 Excavations. University of Otago Studies in Archaeology. 

Dunedin: Department of Anthropology and Archaeology, University of Otago, 2014; 76 pages. 

Steven, Dionne Louise. “[Re]Imagining Same-Sex Civil Unions.” Sites (new series) 11, no. 1 (2014): 

74-94. 

Suaalii-Sauni, Tamasailau M., Maualaivao Albert Wendt, Vitolia Mo’a, Naomi Fuamatu, Upolu 

Luma Va’ai, Reina Whaitiri, and Stephen L. Filipo. Whispers and Vanities: Samoan Indigenous 

Knowledge and Religion. Wellington: Huia, 2014. 

Sutherland, Neil. Rough Tracks to Worship: Christianity and 100 Years of St Michael and All Angels, 

Leigh. Auckland: Author, Box 167, Leigh 0947, 2015; Anglican and interdenominational; 94 

pages. 

Troughton, Geoffrey. “Church, Society and the Challenges of Modernity in the Anglican Diocese of 

Auckland, 1918-1940.” Anglican and Episcopal History 84, no. 3 (2015): 279-97. 

Tucker, John. “Laurie Guy: Select Bibliography.” Pacific Journal of Baptist Research 9, no. 1 (2014): 

57-59. 

van der Krogt, Christopher J. “New Zealand: Religion as Culture in a Secular State and a Pluralist 

Society.” Studies in Interreligious Dialogue 25, no. 1 (2015): 68-91;  
http://poj.peeters-leuven.be/content.php?url=article&id=3112882&journal_code=SID&download=yes  

Watson, Lindsay R. “The Perils of Impurity: The New Zealand Purity Crusades of Henry Bligh, 1902-

1930.” New Zealand Journal of History 49, no. 2 (2015): 110-35. 

Wells, David. “Friends, We Have a Learning Disability.” Stimulus: The New Zealand Journal of 

Christian Thought & Practice 21, no. 3 (2015): 22-28. Reflections on church decline in NZ. 

 

http://poj.peeters-leuven.be/content.php?url=article&id=3112882&journal_code=SID&download=yes
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Reviews of Publications Listed in Earlier Editions of the Newsletter 

 

Ballantyne, Tony. Webs of Empire: Locating New Zealand’s Colonial Past. 

 Andrew J. May, NZJH 19, no. 1 (2015): 145-47. 

Loveridge, Steven. Calls to Arms: New Zealand Society and Commitment to the Great War. 

 David Monger, NZJH 49, no. 1 (2015): 156-59. 

Kolig, Erich. New Zealand’s Muslims and Multiculturalism. 

 Hartono, Hanny Savitri. Sites (new series) 9, no. 2 (2012): 176-79. 

Lineham, Peter J. Destiny: the Life and Times of a Self-Made Apostle. 

 David Hilliard Journal of Ecclesiastical History 66, no. 1 (2015): 223. 

Middleton, Angela. Pēwhairangi: Bay of Islands Missions and Māori 1814 to 1845. 

 Geoffrey Troughton, Journal of New Zealand Studies 20 (2015): 143-144. 

 Lloyd Carpenter, NZJH 49, no. 2 (2015): 184-86. 

Sparrow, Margaret. Rough on Women: Abortion in 19th-Century New Zealand. 

 Bronwyn Labrum, NZ Books 25, no. 2 (2015): 13. 

 Sarah Carr NZJH 49, no. 1 (2015): 161-63. 

Tucker, John. A Braided River: New Zealand Baptists and Public Issues, 1882-2000. 

 Grace Bateman, Journal of Religious History 39, no. 3, (2015): 435-36. 

Yates, Timothy. The Conversion of the Māori: Years of Religious and Social Change, 1814-1842. 

 Geoffrey Troughton. Religious Studies Review 41, no. 3 (2015): 122-123. 

Carlyon, Jenny, and Diana Morrow. Changing Times: New Zealand since 1945. 

 Katie Pickles, NZJH 49, no. 2 (2015): 197-98. 

 

Parish and other Institutional Histories 

 

Birdsall, Janette, and Larry Pitt, eds. Looking Back - Going Forward, 1865-2015. Waipukurau: 

Central Design & Print, 2015; St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Waipukurau; 88 pages. 

Brown, Sue. “Can I Help You?”: Fifty Years of Samaritans in Wellington. Wellington: Samaritans of 

Wellington Incorporated, 2015. 

Cherrington, Isobelle. A Selection of Saints: Kawakawa District. Kawakawa: Kawakawa Memorial 

Library Museum, 2015; 38 pages. 

Elliott, Matt. On This Rock: 75 Years of Mountain Road. Auckland: St Peter’s College, 2015. 

Ewart, Peter, SM, and Rowan Donoghue SM, eds. Update of Aspects of the Apostolates of the Society 

of Mary in New Zealand, 1889-2014: Assembled to Commemorate the 125th Anniversary of the 

Establishment of the New Zealand Province of the Society of Mary, 1889-2014. Wellington: 

Society of Mary, NZ Province, 2014. 

Fenton, Jamie. Ys People: Celebrating 80 Years of YMCA in New Plymouth. New Plymouth: New 

Plymouth YMCA, 2015. 

Grant, William. In Memoriam. Gisborne: Gisborne Presbyterian Parish, 2015; correspondence of 

Chaplain-Major William Grant (d. 1915) during WWI; 93 pages. 

Ivamy, Philip J. Fellowship of the Rosy Cross: Jurisdiction of the Southern Cross Hastings: College 

of the Rosy Cross Trust, 2015; Arthur Edward Waite (1857-1942) and the history of the 

Fellowship; 55 pages. 

Jones, Barry E. Bank Street Methodist Church: The Final Years 1966-1991. Auckland: Author, 2015; 

Timaru Methodist Church. 

Lightbourne, Derek Hugh, ed. Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow: A History of the Order of St Luke in 

Aotearoa New Zealand.  Auckland: The Order of St Luke the Physician in NZ, 2015; viii, 92 

pages. 

Sivertsen, Margaret, ed. The Golden Jubilee: Bryndwr Branch of Catholic Women’s League: A 

Celebration of the First Fifty Years, 1965-2015. Christchurch: Author, 2015; 19 pages. 
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Smith, Lyn, ed. Out from St. Martin’s: The People - Their Mission - Their Stories. Christchurch: 

Author, 2015; missionary stories. 

Stewart, A. G. A History of the Apostleship of the Sea in New Zealand: National History Project. 3 

ed. Tauranga: Author, 2015. 

Trower, Olga, ed. St Peter’s Anglican Church, Otipua Road, Timaru, 1990-2013. Timaru: Parish of St 

John’s Highfield, Kensington-Otipua, 2015; 67 pages. 

Williams, Janet. The History of the Morven Presbyterian Church. Timaru: Corporate Print, 2015; 40 

pages. 

Woolley, Glenys. St. Luke’s Church Spring Creek: 1890-2015. Blenheim: Prisma Print, 2015; 

Anglican; 22 pages. 

 

Privately Published Biographies 

 

Aubert, Suzanne. Suzanne Aubert’s Spiritual Tonics. Wellington: Sisters of Compassion, 2015. 

Selection of reflections and quotations written by Suzanne Aubert (1835-1926). 

Copeland, Gordon F. As It Is: My Time in Parliament and Thoughts for Our Future. Wellington: 

Author, 2015; autobiographical reflections of a Christian politician. 

Day, Jean D. The Search for Thomas Kerr: Mariner, Mapmaker, Missionary, Meteorologist, 1825-

1875. Auckland: Author, 2015. 

Fairservice, Sandy. My Two Lives. Christchurch: Alexander Hunter, 2013; Christian biography. 

Howell, Robert. A Quaker Rose: Gael Frances Howell 1945-2015. Auckland: Author, 2015; 

biography/eulogy; 75 pages. 

Kraakman, Allysia. Uriah: Finding Light in the Darkness. Cambridge: Kraakman Group Ltd, 2015; 

Christian biography. 

Lang, Roger E., and Jennifer Betham-Lang. Chaplains of ANZAC: New Zealand’s Fallen Chaplains 

of the Great War. Wellington: Lang Book Publishing, 2015; 65 pages. 

Marks, Joy Z. Brought up Brethren. Tauranga: Author, 2015; 49 unnumbered pages. 

McLeod, Dennis R. Small Beginnings. Bloomington, IN: Balboa Press, 2015; New Zealand 

missionary clergy biography. 

Needham, Matthew G. To Live or to Die: The Life and Love of a Street Evangelist. San Giovanni 

Teatino, Italy: Evangelista Media, 2015; NZ evangelist. 

Scott, Bob. In the Middle of It. 2 ed. Auckland: Author, 2015; Anglican clergy biography. 

Turton, John R. Muddy Waters: I Can See Clearly Now the Reign Has Gone. Levin: Author, 2015; 

autobiographical account of the “Camp David” Christian community led by Douglas Metcalf in 

Waipara and popularly known as the “God Squad”. For a brief account, see Jody O’Callaghan, 

“Finding the colour of life after God Squad cult”, Press, 29 November 2015. 

Williams, Thomas Stafford. A Kiwi Cardinal’s Chronicles: Memoirs of Cardinal Thomas Williams, 

DD ONZ, Archbishop Emeritus of Wellington. Masterton: Laurie Williams, 2014. 

Woods, Jenny, updated by Colin Pettigrew. Omokoroa. Tauranga: Colin Pettigrew, 2015; biography 

of Rev. J.T. Gellibrand (1826-1887), pioneer Anglican settler in Omokoroa, including excerpts 

from letters and diaries. 

 

Completed Theses and Research Essays 

 

Clarke, Stephen Robert John. “Restless Spirit, Resolute Conviction: The Life and Times of Joseph 

‘Ivo’ Evison”. MA thesis in History, Victoria University of Wellington, 2015.  

Milnes, Dickon John. “The Church Militant: Dunedin Churches and Society during World War One.” 

PhD thesis in History, University of Otago, 2015. 

Ward, Elizabeth. “‘Such a Work as This’: a Case Study of the All Saints’ Children’s Home, 

Palmerston North.” Massey University, Palmerston North, MA thesis in History, 2015. 

Webb, Monica. “Anna Stout: Portrait of a New Zealand Lady, 1858-1931.” Massey University, 

Auckland, MA thesis in History, 2015. 
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Theses in Progress 

 

Coleman, Patrick. “Loyalism, Fraternalism and Religious Dissent: New Zealand Orangeism, 1843-

1967.” University of Otago, PhD thesis in History. 

Falloon, Malcolm. “Missionary/Māori Encounters in Pre-Colonial New Zealand.” University of 

Otago, PhD thesis in Theology. 

Flett, Linda. “A History of the Elim Churches of New Zealand: 1922-2012.” University of Otago, 

PhD thesis in Theology. 

Hormann, Louisa. “Displaced People, Displaced Objects: Material Culture and Intergenerational 

Memory of German-Jewish Refugee Migration to New Zealand, 1933-41.” Victoria University of 

Wellington, MA thesis in History. 

Larsen, Ruth. “Issues that Face Irish Catholic Women Settling in New Zealand, particularly in 

Christchurch, from the 1950s till Today.” University of Canterbury, MA thesis in History. 

Light, Rowan. “Commemorating Anzac: History, Memory and Identity.” University of Auckland, 

PhD thesis in History. 

McDonald, Lynne. “Lauru Naqu Vudu Ra: Choiseul is my Island: Missionaries and the Development 

of Christianity on Lauru (Choiseul), Solomon Islands 1904-1963”, Massey University, Auckland, 

PhD thesis in History. 

Reid, Joshua. “William Colenso: A Reconsideration.” Massey University, Auckland, PhD thesis in 

History. 

Singh, Harpreet. “Sikhs in New Zealand, 1880-1950.” University of Otago, PhD thesis in History. 

Smith, Petra. “A Cultural History of Alcohol Consumption in New Zealand 1917-1967.” University of 

Auckland, PhD thesis in History. 

van Leeuwen, Will. “Freemasonry, New Zealanders, and Empire, 1838-1926.” University of Otago, 

PhD thesis in History. 

Verry, Emma. “Marriage, Intimacy, and the Law in New Zealand, 1970-2013.” University of Otago, 

MA thesis in History. 

Ward, Judith. “The Invention of Papahurihia.” PhD thesis in History, Massey University Albany. 

Woodfield, Mary-Jane. “Missionary James Watkin at Waikouaiti and Wellington, 1840-55.” 

University of Otago, MA thesis in History. 

 

Reviews on Religion in Oceania for Religious Studies Review 

 

Religious Studies Review is a well-respected US-based journal, published by Wiley, that provides 

short (c.300 word) book notes as well as longer review essays from across the field.  

The Oceania section of the journal offers an excellent venue for show-casing scholarship on religion 

from within our region; a generous interpretation of the field of ‘religious studies’ is applied. As 

editor for the Oceania section, I would welcome your support with the following: 

1. Suggestions of works for review and themes for review essays; 

2. Expressions of interest in acting as a reviewer (stating your affiliation and areas of expertise); 

3. Tips about forthcoming books that you would like to see reviewed; 

4. Suggesting Religious Studies Review to publishers as a venue for review copies of your own books. 

The journal sends out review copies to reviewers, where these have been received. It does not accept 

unsolicited reviews or review essays, but I am happy to receive suggestions and ‘commission’ reviews 

as appropriate. If you have relevant recent books in your possession that merit coverage in the journal, 

please also feel free to suggest these for short reviews. It would be great to see more works from the 

region being profiled for this wider audience. 

Please contact me directly if you would like to support the journal in any of the ways above: 

geoff.troughton@vuw.ac.nz.  

Geoffrey Troughton 

Victoria University 

 

mailto:geoff.troughton@vuw.ac.nz
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Current Research and other notes of interest from NZ Historians 

 

Gary Clover [gsclover@xtra.co.nz] is working on a socio-economic history of the Wesleyans’ 

Hokianga mission stations at Mangungu, Pakanae, and Waima 1827-1855, focussing on the 

missionaries and their relationships with surrounding Maori tribes and neighbouring European 

settlers, and on so-called Maori “conversion”.  The study draws upon Vincent O’Malley’s “Meeting 

Place” framework, and John Owens’ 1969 PhD thesis. 
 

Peter Matheson [peter.m@compassnet.co.nz] has recently published: 

 Argula von Grumbach: Schriften. Quellen und Forschungen zur Reformationsgeschichte, Vol. 

83, Gütersloher Verlagshaus: Gütersloh, 2010. 

 “Review Essay: Recent German Research on Thomas Müntzer”, Mennonite Quarterly Review 

86, no. 1 (2012), 97-109. 

 Argula von Grumbach (1492-1554/7): A Woman before her Time. Wipf & Stock: Eugene, OR, 

2013. 

 Argula von Grumbach: eine Biographie. (1492-1554/7). Vandenhoeck & Rupprecht: Göttingen, 

2014. 

 Cardinal Contarini at the Diet of Regensburg. Wipf & Stock: Eugene, OR, 2014. (Reprint) 

 “Argula von Grumbach.” In Das Reformatorenlexikon, edited by Irene Dingel and Volker 

Leppin, 123-127. Darmstadt: Lambert Schneider, 2014. 

 “Argula von Grumbach und die Anfänge der Reformation.” In Ingolstadt in Bewegung, edited 

by Suzanne Greiter and Christine Zengerle, 17-32. Ingolstadt: Optimus Mostafa Verlag, 2015. 

Peter is also working on: 

 Luther beyond Lutheranism: The reception of Luther in recent non-Lutheran historiography. 

 Thomas Müntzer and John Knox. The Confluence of the radical and the magisterial 

Reformations. 

 The Life of Ordinary People in the Third Reich:  a Family Correspondence. 

 The Churches and the Jews in the Third Reich 

 Recent research on Argula von Grumbach, in collaboration with Elisabeth Spitzenberger 

 The Scottish Theological Diaspora in Australia and  New Zealand for David Fergusson and 

Mark Elliot, eds, History of Scottish Theology (3 vols, OUP). 

 

John Roxborogh [johnroxborogh@hotmail.com] has recently published: 

 A history of Christianity in Malaysia. STM Series, Singapore: Genesis Books, 2014. 

  “Missiology after ‘Mission’?” International Bulletin of Missionary Research 38, no. 3 (2014): 

120-124. 

 “Preaching Reformation Sunday.” Word & Worship 13, no. 4 August (2015): 9-12. 

 Gomez, Edmund Terence, Robert Hunt, and John Roxborogh, “Introduction: Religion, Business 

and Contestation in Malaysia and Singapore.” Pacific Affairs 88, no. 2 (2015): 153-172. 

 Michael Nai-Chiu Poon and John Roxborogh, eds. Handbook of Popular Spiritual Movements 

in Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia. Singapore: Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia, 

Trinity Theological College, 2015. 

 

Conferences 

 

Text Messages: Preaching God’s Word in a Smart Phone World. 21-22 July 2016, Carey Baptist 

College. Contact johntucker@carey.ac.nz 

New Zealand Association of Theological Schools (NZATS). 28-30 June 2016. 

http://carey.ac.nz/events/nzats-conference/  

Luther@500 The Australian Lutheran Institute for Theology and Ethics (ALITE), in cooperation 

with the faculty of Australian Lutheran College (ALC), is hosting this international conference on the 

theology of Martin Luther to mark the 500th anniversary in 2017 of the Lutheran Reformation 

Catholic Leadership Centre, Melbourne, 28-June-3 July 2016; http://www.luther500.com.au/  

mailto:gsclover@xtra.co.nz
mailto:peter.m@compassnet.co.nz
mailto:johntucker@carey.ac.nz
http://carey.ac.nz/events/nzats-conference/
http://www.luther500.com.au/
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Lectures on Luther at the University of Otago. As part of the Luther Decade the Department of 

Religious Studies and Theology of Otago University plans to host in 2017 a series of lectures on 

Luther and the Reformation by lecturers from overseas and New Zealand. 

Woven Together? Christianity and Development between New Zealand and the Pacific: 9-10 

June 2016, Victoria University of Wellington. Contacts: Philip Fountain: philip.fountain@vuw.ac.nz; 

Geoff Troughton: geoff.troughton@vuw.ac.nz. 

 

To and from the Antipodes.....Catholic missionaries over two centuries Australian Catholic 

Historical Society Conference: September 2016. The Society will be holding a conference in 2016 on 

Saturday 24 September at the North Sydney Campus of the Australian Catholic University, with a 

welcome event on the evening of Friday 23 September. 

This theme covers all aspects of Catholic missionary activities within and originating from Australia 

and New Zealand over the past 200 years, including (but certainly not limited to): the context of 

decisions to undertake or cease missionary activity; the purposes and practices of missionary work 

(especially if these varied amongst the various orders); the challenges and the support provided; 

changes over time in these perceptions and approaches.  

Abstracts of presentations (up to 300 words, including title, author affiliations and address [including 

e-mail address]) are sought with a receipt deadline of 31 May, 2016. They should be in Word format 

and be submitted to achs2016conference@gmail.com  

A brief biography of the presenter (100 words maximum) should accompany each abstract. The 

abstracts will be selected by the ACHS academic program committee and published (together with the 

biographies) in a booklet which will be distributed to participants at the conference. It is planned to 

have the provisional program finalised and announced by 30 June. 

The Council of ACHS anticipates that the registration fee (which will include the welcome event, 

conference lunch, as well as morning and afternoon teas) will be $100. There will be a concessional 

registration fee for full-time students. All participants, including presenters, will be required to 

register. 

 

Obituary 

Rev Dr Frank Grenfell Glen Dip Theol., Dip Soc. Wk., MPhil, PhD, FAIHA 

Frank died peacefully at his home in Cromwell on 5 February 2015. His funeral was held at the 

Cromwell Presbyterian Church on 14 February. 

Frank trained at Trinity Methodist Theological College in Auckland from 1955 to 1957. Prior to this 

he had served as an apprentice electrical fitter with the Southland Power Board and within the 

Territorial Air Force, having learnt to fly as a teenager. Following his student days he married 

Margret Hamilton. They had no children. 

Frank began his ministry in Western Southland, from 1958 to 1962. During this time he was also the 

Industrial Chaplain (1960-62) to the Manapouri Hydro Scheme on behalf of the NZ Council of 

Churches. Throughout his four years (1963-1966) at Shirley Methodist Church in Christchurch Frank 

served also as a territorial chaplain in the New Zealand Army. 

At the beginning of 1967 Frank and Margret headed to Australia where Frank was a padre and pilot 

for the North West Inland Mission and then for the Far West Inland Mission, both in NSW. During 

the four years of these appointments Frank established the Flying Padre Patrol Inland Ministry. He 

also established an association between the Missionary Aviation Fellowship and the Uniting Church 

in Australia for the training of clergy as pilots. Frank joined the Royal Australian Air Force as a 

Chaplain in 1971, serving in a variety of postings for about five years. Previously, when in NZ, as 

well as military chaplaincy training Frank had also undertaken medical and junior officer training 

courses. All this came to focus with his work in the RAAF which included time in Vietnam. Frank 

mailto:philip.fountain@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:geoff.troughton@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:achs2016conference@gmail.com
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was awarded four Australian military service medals and a NZ Defence Force Service Medal, with 

Territorial Bar, among other awards. 

Arriving back in New Zealand in 1976, Frank undertook social work as a Probation Officer for about 

a decade before returning to active ministry and, in the process, transferring from Methodism to the 

Presbyterian Church. He served a short period as a chaplain to Presbyterian Support, and then 

accepted a call to Thames Union Parish, commencing in 1987. He retired from there, on health 

grounds, in 1991. 

Remaining in Thames during the 1990s, Frank was able to continue a part-time role as a Police 

chaplain, concluding that work in 1997. He also completed a research Master’s degree, then a 

doctorate, at the University of Waikato and embarked on a new phase of life as a scholar in, 

especially, New Zealand and Australian military and religious history. Even before Frank took up 

serious academic study he had emerged as a published author of note. He was the author of a number 

of books and a contributor to many journals and other publications both before and subsequent to his 

studies. He was the editor of the New Zealand Journal of Military History for five years and 

contributed to both the Oxford Companion to New Zealand Military History and the NZ Dictionary of 

Biography. 

In 1983 Frank published For Glory and a Farm, a book about the impact of the 19th century NZ Land 

Wars on the colonies of Australia. This was, in fact, the first significant study of colonial Australia’s 

involvement in a war of the British Empire. For Frank it laid the foundation of things to come. It also 

led, in 1990, to his being admitted as a Fellow of the Australian Institute of History and the Arts. In 

more recent years Frank had also become an active philatelist, gaining international recognition. 

In 2004 his book, Bowler of Gallipoli: Witness to the ANZAC Legend, was published. It is now in the 

process of being turned into a movie, Frank served as a consultant on this project. In 2011 his ground-

breaking book Australians at War in New Zealand appeared and has resulted in a radical Australian 

rethink of the foundations of Australia’s own military history and, indeed, the formation of Australia 

as a pre-Federation political entity exercising foreign policy.  

In 1999 Frank and Margret sold up their home in Thames, spent about a year engaged in research 

travels and Auckland house-sitting, before, in December 2000, moving to Christchurch to what was to 

be their retirement home. Only in the past couple of years or so, in post-earthquake recovery mode, 

had Frank and Margret resettled in Cromwell.  

Frank, it could be said, lived his rich and full life through five intersecting journeys, three of service 

to others: ministry, social work, and chaplaincy to the forces – Army, Air, Police; together with 

research and writing and last, but by no means least, family, especially in respect to his life-long 

relationship with Margret. 

Rev Professor Douglas Pratt  
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The Chronicles of Paki - NZ’s Untold Story were launched as part of the Gospel Bicentennial 

commemorations in 2014. The fully illustrated colour books are targeted at the intermediate age group 

and are in the graphic novel format although they are obviously non-fiction. The stories have been 

checked and endorsed by historians and iwi. The co-authors are primary school teacher Alison 

Condon from Motueka, and Bible-in-School teacher Gina Taggart from North Canterbury. The 

illustrators are Tania Hassounia and Eddie Booth, and the producer is Dave Mann from the Hope 

Project. Further details about the books can be found at www.bigbookpublishing.co.nz.  
 

 

http://www.bigbookpublishing.co.nz/
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Religious History Association of Aotearoa New Zealand (RHAANZ) 

 

The purposes of the Association are: 

1. to develop a national network of people interested in New Zealand religious history; 

2. to encourage research and publication in the area of New Zealand religious history;  

3. to organise lectures and conferences where historians of religion can share their research; 

4. to publish the New Zealand Religious History Newsletter; 

5. to coordinate with other groups who share related interests. 

 

The current working party includes Geoffrey Troughton (Convenor, Wellington); Hirini Kaa, Stuart 

Lange, Peter Lineham (Auckland); Alison Clarke, Tim Cooper, Hugh Morrison (Treasurer), John 

Stenhouse, Pamela Welch (Dunedin); Christopher van der Krogt (Newsletter editor, Palmerston 

North). 

The NZ Religious History Newsletter was founded by Colin Brown in 1987 and was subsequently 

edited by Allan Davidson and Janet Crawford (1996-2006) and then by Allan Davidson alone (2006-

2008). Previous issues are at http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/handle/2292/1961. A full 

bibliography of New Zealand religious history is maintained by Peter Lineham at 

http://www.massey.ac.nz/~plineham/RelhistNZ.htm. 

Every effort is made to include correct information in the Newsletter. Please send corrections or 

information concerning omissions to Christopher van der Krogt (C.J.vanderKrogt@massey.ac.nz). 

The next issue will be published in the later part of 2016. A reminder asking for news will be sent out 

in advance. Suggestions about how the Newsletter can be improved are welcome. 

Subscriptions for hard copies cost $10.00 for two years ($15.00 for overseas subscribers). Electronic 

copies (pdf format) are sent as email attachments free of charge. To subscribe, contact Geoff 

Troughton (Geoff.Troughton@vuw.ac.nz).  Inclusion on the mailing list constitutes membership of 

the Religious History Association of Aotearoa New Zealand (RHAANZ); there is currently no 

membership fee. 

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/handle/2292/1961
http://www.massey.ac.nz/~plineham/RelhistNZ.htm
mailto:C.J.vanderKrogt@massey.ac.nz
mailto:Geoff.Troughton@vuw.ac.nz

