
 

 

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz
 

ResearchSpace@Auckland 
 

Copyright Statement 
 
The digital copy of this thesis is protected by the Copyright Act 1994 (New 
Zealand).  
 
This thesis may be consulted by you, provided you comply with the 
provisions of the Act and the following conditions of use: 
 

• Any use you make of these documents or images must be for 
research or private study purposes only, and you may not make 
them available to any other person. 

• Authors control the copyright of their thesis. You will recognise the 
author's right to be identified as the author of this thesis, and due 
acknowledgement will be made to the author where appropriate. 

• You will obtain the author's permission before publishing any 
material from their thesis. 

 
To request permissions please use the Feedback form on our webpage. 
http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback
 

General copyright and disclaimer 
 
In addition to the above conditions, authors give their consent for the 
digital copy of their work to be used subject to the conditions specified on 
the Library Thesis Consent Form. 

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback
http://www.library.auckland.ac.nz/instruct/thesisconsent.pdf


CONSTRUCIIING A I[O]IAN: GENDEB, GENRE' aNp- SUBJECTT$ITY

IN TIIE AIITOBIOGRAPRICAL WOBKS OF SIBILTA ALERAIVXO

SU$AN MARYJACOBS

A theib subpiuerlin ftrlfilreat

of trerequfuarents

fu thc dogree ofDqctuof Philosoply

in Xtalian,

The Univcrsity of Auckland,

r994

)



ABSTRACT

Both Sibilla Aleramo (1876-1960), one of Italy's rnost renowned and controversial women

writers, and autobiography, as a generic minefield for debates on theories of the subject,

have received a good deal of critical attention over the past fifteen years. The

uncompromisingly autobiographical nature of Sibilla's work has been, at various tim€s,

revered and reviled, be it for what she says, or how she says it. My focus is precisely on

ttre different forms she uses to write her self in four texts - a fictional autobiography, lyrical

novel, epistolary novel and a diary - and how these construct, modify and deconstnrct her

self-representations in a continual process of intertextual reading and revising. Yet her texts

resist easy classification. While sometimes confirming boundaries of genre and gender,

they also constantly call them into question by exposing their limits, their intenection with

fictional norrns, and their shifting discursive afhliations.

Because Sibilla was all her life concerned with gender, and the relationship of

femininity to her writing, many aspects of her work appear relevant today. I explore how

they anticipate feminist theories on the construction of female subjectivity in a combination

of theory and autobiographical practice which highlights the interrelationship of the nro.

Here Sibilla's focus on the maternal is particularly indicative of this tendency, wherc it is

woven into the generic structures of her texts as well as being an important focus of the

autobiographical "story". Furthermore, her texts challenge the notion of self defined by

male bias, and present opportunities for critical testing of autobiographical theorics

themselves by offering not one, but several, works fon examination.

1a



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

My heartfelt thanks go to my supervisor, Michael Hanne of the Italian Section of the

Romance Languages Departnrent, for his excellent suggestions.and directions, especially in

the area of stnrcnue, and his helpful, cncouraging rcadings of the various drafts.

Also, I thank Ric, my parrler! for his love and support during the difficult times

and for his crucial help with childcare, and last, but not least, Clive, whose computer skills

and cheerfrrl patience saved me in many a crisis.

I dedicate this thesis to my four daughters; to Sara and Rebecca, who were with

me from its inception, and who accompanied me on an unforgettable rip to Italy for

research, and to my twins, Grace and Alice, born just before I started writing, who

provided me with a challenge that lent a poignant, grrtty rcality to theories of writing and the

matcrnal.

r_l_l_



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No

GHAPTER I: constructing a self: Autobiography, \ilomen, and the
Textsof SibillaAleramo..., .. o. I

CHAPTER rr: Ptotting the Mother: Narrative, Female Bildung and
Telos in Una donna Zs

CHAPTER rII: TVriting Like a \iloman: Maternat subjectivities
in Il passaggio . . tg

CHAPTER IV: Amo danquc sono:,,I Sent a Letter to my Love"
or sn Epistolary Chaltenge to the Cogito? . . . . 160

CHAPTER v: The Diary as "Ail-purpose" container of Narrative
Labyrinths: Love, IVar, and Textual Selves in
Un amore insolito.... o 222

t_v




