
 

 

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz
 

ResearchSpace@Auckland 
 

Copyright Statement 
 
The digital copy of this thesis is protected by the Copyright Act 1994 (New 
Zealand).  
 
This thesis may be consulted by you, provided you comply with the 
provisions of the Act and the following conditions of use: 
 

• Any use you make of these documents or images must be for 
research or private study purposes only, and you may not make 
them available to any other person. 

• Authors control the copyright of their thesis. You will recognise the 
author's right to be identified as the author of this thesis, and due 
acknowledgement will be made to the author where appropriate. 

• You will obtain the author's permission before publishing any 
material from their thesis. 

 
To request permissions please use the Feedback form on our webpage. 
http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback
 

General copyright and disclaimer 
 
In addition to the above conditions, authors give their consent for the 
digital copy of their work to be used subject to the conditions specified on 
the Library Thesis Consent Form. 

http://researchspace.auckland.ac.nz/feedback
http://www.library.auckland.ac.nz/instruct/thesisconsent.pdf


GLOBAL CAP]TALISM AND THE REV]VAL OF ETHNIC
THADITIONALISM IN

NEW ZEALAND

THE EMERGENCE OF TRIBAT'CAPITALISM

ELTEA.BETH MARY RATA

A Thesls submitted tn p.artial liulfillmoirt of ths reqglr€ments for the Degree of
Dootor of Philosophy

D.epartment of Educalion
llnlverslty ol Auckland

1996

1



I
i

r^^- I
1-\'t
l.t, , l

t
I
I.!



Introduction

Section One

Chapter One

Section Two
Chapter Two
Chapter Three
Chapter Four

Section Three
Ghapter Five
Chapter Six

Section Four

Chapter Seven
Chapter Eight

Conclusion

Appendix One
Two

Glossary

Bibliography

TABLE OF GONTENTS

Greating Structures and Enabling Agency

The Bicultural Project of the 1980s

Retribalisation
The Rimu Whanau
The Ascendancy of Ngati Kuri
The Rimu Whanau Marine Farm on Ngati Kuri Tribal Lands

Kura Kaupapa Maori
Establishing a Traditionalist Enclave
Commodifying Neo-Traditionalism

Tribal Fisheries

Juridif ication
The Commercial Settlement

The Limitations of Culturalism

Epistemological and Ontological Assumptions
Theorising Tribal Capitalism

53

54

81
82
97

124

140
141
161

178

179
204

238

263
281

318

320



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I wish to acknowledge the assistance and support of my doctoral supervisor, Professor Roger

Dale, of the Education Department, Auckland University. His recognition of my need for

intellectual autonomy and creativity has enabled me to undertake a remarkable exploration into

the disciplines of philosophy, political economy, anthropology, sociology, and social theory as

well as education. Such intellectual freedom, constrained only by the requirement of academic

rigour, has led me to search deeply into the complex and contradictory field of social change.

Often it has seemed, that as soon as one layer of meaning is pulled back and understood, another,

deeper layer emerges and the challenge to explain begins again. This intellectual adventure has

been a deeply rewarding experience and l'thank Professor Dale for his skilful guidance, for our

stimulating and invaluable discussions, and for his many insightful suggestions and advice.

The 'Rimu' whanau have provided the ethnographic material for several of the case studies. My

deep and heartfelt thanks go to all the whanau members. In particular I wish to acknowledge

'Marama' and 'Anne' whose generosity and kindness will always be remembered. I hope that the

insights provided by this study will go some way towards helping the family in its own

reflections and development. We have all come a long long way in the last decade. While the

enthographic study details the events and processes in the journey of the whanau to its ancestral

lands, it cannot capture the many moments of exhilaration and the many times of despair that

colour a period of such change and such expectations. I pay tribute to the memory of 'Pia' and

hope that this account of the vicissitudes of his difficult and tragically shortened life will help

his family.

Dr. Steve Webster deserves my thanks for his willingness to read and comment upon several

semi-formulated and lengthy drafts. I admire his forebearance in deciphering the numerous

shifts and tangents in the direction of my argument during the early design ileriod. Several of

his comments have proved invaluable in the subsequent development of the tribal-capitalism

hypothesis. I am very grateful for his suggestions and encouragement during the final.draft.



Protessor Gregor McLennan has played an important role in the development of ohapter one,

The Bicultural Project af the 1980s. ln his capacity as editor of New Zealand Sociology,

Professor McLennan went beyond the usual task of an editor to put me through a lengthy and

demanding test of intsllectual stamina. The quality of this chapter owes much to his insistence on

a rigorous standard of analysis and theorising. I thank him for his help and patience.

Finally I wish to thank the Hon. Matiu Rata and Dr. George Habib for their generous assistance in

making available to me their material on the establishment of the Maori fisheries. The way in

which the rnaterial has been used to support the hypothesis of a tribal-capitalist regime of

accumulation is, of course, my responsibility alone.



ABSTRACT

The social and economic restructuring accompanying increasing globalisation has provided new

opportunities and new limits for social and ethnic movements in New Zealand as elsewhere. The

purpose of this thesis is to establish the theory of tribal-capitalism through an examination of

the responses to these changing global economic circumstances that have characterised the

Maori ethnification, indigenisation and retribalisation movements since the 1970s.

Although both the initial 'prefigurative'and the later'strategic'(Breines,1980:421) routes to

tino rangatiratanga ('Maori sovereignty') were attempts to restore traditional social relations

and secure political and economic autonomy from the dominant Pakeha society, the projects are

distinguished by different approaches. On the one hand the 'prefigurative' traditionalist project

indicted both capitalism and Pakeha society as its exponents sought a return to the precapitalist

social relations of the pre-Contact era. On the other hand exponents of the 'strategic' project

sought to establish a concordat with capitalist Pakeha society based upon the assumption that a

capitalist economy could be made compatible with Maori political and cultural autonomy. lt is
argued that neither project, 'prefigurative' traditionalism nor the 'strategic march through the

institutions of capitalism', achieved the objective of tino rangatiratanga. lrrespective of

approach, Maori ethnification, indigenisation and retribalisation became reshaped and

reconstituted by the conditions that made the movements possible and that shaped them in

decisive ways. These tino rangatiratanga movements emerged from the institutional channels

enabled by Pakeha bicultural idealists and given substance by the Waitangi Tribunal as a tribal-

capitalist regime of accumulation characterised by exploitative class relations and reified

communal relations.

An efiensive range of case studies is employed to provide evidence that tests the hypothesis of

the emergence of tribal-capitalism from out of the projects that attempted to retain the

traditional in a world dominated by capitalist relations. Despite the structural opportunities

provided by Pakeha bicultural idealists, and despite the ditferent approaches of the Maori tino

rangatiratanga projects, it was not possible to restore communal relations of production.

Objective forces, rather than internal miscalculation, ineptitude or corruptiori, brought about

the failure as firstly 'prefigurative' and then 'strategic' projects became doomed attempts to

sidestep class location within capitalist structures.



The various studies examine the ways in which the 'prefigurative' and 'strategic' projects not

only led to the transformation of the ethnification and indigenisation movements into the new

class formations of tribal-capitalism, but actually became constitutive of the class fractions

that define the regime. The dialectical interactive of agency and structure which transformed the

projects became a reconstituting and shaping mechanism of change.

First the study of the Pakeha new class's bicultural project grounds the later studies by locating

the institutional inclusion of Maori indigenous particularity in the universalism of the new

class humanists. Biculturalism established relatively benign conditions for the tino

rangatiratanga projects by providing both opportunities and resources for Maori development.

It is in the retribalising form of that development that an indigenous version of the capitalist

regime of accumulation is located. The next three sections of the thesis examine the

'prefigurative' and 'strategic' routes of this indigenous particularity into the new inclusive

structures in studies of: a reviving Maori family, an ascendant tribe, a separate Maori

education system and the creation of the nationdl Maori fishing industry.

The outcomes of each study are examined to trace the failure of both approaches as particular

groups within the retribalisation movement developed new and exclusive relationships to the

traditional lands, waters and knowledge. The concluding section contrasts culturalist theories of

the Maori tino rangatiratanga projects with the hypothesis of the emergence of tribal-

capitalism advanced in this thesis. The claim that cultural strength can resist the imposition of

capitalist class relations is found not to'be sustained.




