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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the in f luence  o f  an extension agency, 

the M i n i s t r y  o f  Agr i cu l tu re  and F isher ies  Advisory Services Div is ion,  

i n  s t imu la t ing  the  d i f f us i on  o f  innovat ions among farmers i n  New 

Zealand. Consideration o f  the Farm Advisory Of f icers '  ob jec t ives 

and the  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  extension s t ra teg ies  provides a background 

f o r  i nves t i ga t i ng  and accounting f o r  t h e i r  use o f  d i f f e r e n t  techniques. 

The ef fec t iveness o f  these techniques i s  examined, w i t h i n  the frame- 

work of an adopt ion-st imulat ion model . The use o f  in format ion 

sources, knowledge o f  a promoted innovation, a t t i t u d e s  t o  the need 

f o r  the innovation, and adoption behaviour among farmers i n  the  

northern King Country are  explored, t o  i d e n t i f y  the re la t ionsh ips  

between these stages i n  the adoption process and Farm Advisory 

O f f i c e r s '  extension e f f o r t s .  A t  a broader scale, a simple m u l t i p l i e r  

model i s  used t o  evaluate the e f f e c t s  o f  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

extension e f f o r t s  on the spread o f  informat ion and innovations, 

espec ia l l y  among those farmers no t  d i r e c t l y  in f luenced by advisers. 
























