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ABSTRACT / 

This  t h e s i s  e x ~ l o r e s  t h e  r o l e  and s t a t u s  of women i n  

t h e  Hahal is  Welfare Socie ty ,  a  p o p u l i s t  s o c i a l  movement on 

Buka, North Solomons Province,  Papua New Guinea. The author  

spen t  f i f t e e n  months i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  spread over  t h r e e  f i e l d -  

t r i p s  between 1975 and 1978. 

Welfare Socie ty  members i n  Hahal is  Vi l l age  shared with 

t h e  author  t h e  work of t h e i r  hands s o  t h a t  she  could a p p r e c i a t e  

1 t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  ground, and t h e  work of t h e i r  h e a r t s  

I s o  t h a t  she'  could f e e l  t h e  compassion, love ,  and p o s i t i v e  

I '  exuberance t h a t  informed t h e i r  th inking  - thus  enabl ing h e r  

t o  understand i n  some measure t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  c r i t i q u e  and 

I t ransformation of Buka c u l t u r e  and s o c i e t y  i n  which they w e r e  

engaged. 

The f i r s t  chapter  of t h i s  t h e s i s  e l a b o r a t e s  t h e  
1 1 r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Hahal is  Welfare Socie ty  and i ts  h i s t o r i c a l ,  1 
I 

I and contemporary s o c i a l / p o l i t i c a l  con tex t  on Buka. There is 1 

I 
a l s o  a d i scuss ion  of t h e  a u t h o r ' s  approach t o  fieldwork on 1 

I 

Buka - both i n  terms of theory  and p r a c t i c e .  1 
I 
1 The second chapter  explores  t h e  na tu re  of t r a d i t i o n a l  I 

power and l eader sh ip  which remain c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  philosophy and 1 
I 

organiza t ion  of t h e  Welfare Socie ty ,  The s p e c i a l  importance 

of m a t r i l i n e a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and t h e  b r o t h e r - s i s t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
I 

1 
a r e  explored, a s  a r e  forms of a l l i a n c e  between l ineages  and 1 

moiet ies .  The q u a l i t i e s  of balance and r e s t r a i n t  inhe ren t  i n  I 



t h e  Buka concepts of power and l eader sh ip  a r e  shown t o  be 

under some s t r a i n  i n  t h e  contemporary p o l i t i c a l  and economic 

context.  

Chapter Three d i scusses  r i t u a l  occasions i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  preceding chapter .  R i t u a l  i s  seen 

as a c r e a t i v e  re- th inking  of t h e  n a t u r e  of power, and personal  

and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  - a complex weave t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  

p a s t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  and p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  designs.  

chapter  Four c e n t r e s  more d i r e c t l y  on t h e  r o l e  of women 

i n  Welfare Socie ty  and t h e i r  p a s t  and p resen t  a c t i v e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  development of i t s  philosophy and i ts 

p r a c t i c e .  

The f i n a l  chap te r  explores  t h r e e  i s s u e s  drawn from t h e  

a u t h o r ' s  f ieldwork experience which are d iscussed  i n  terms of 

t h e i r  re levance t o  Hahal is  Welfare Socie ty ,  and t h e  development 

of an thropologica l  p r a c t i c e .  These i s s u e s  c e n t r e  on t h e  

s u b j e c t i v e  s t ance  i n  anthropologica l  f ieldwork, t h e  debate  

over  f e r t i l i t y  and family planning,  and t h e  problematic  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of s a c r i f i c e .  

iii. 


















