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ABSTRACT g

This thesis explores the role and status of women in
the Hahalis Welfare Society, a populist social movement on
Buka, North Solomons Province, Papua New Guinea. The author
spent fifteen months in the field, spread over three field-
trips between 1975 and 1978.

Welfare Society members in Hahalis Village shared with
the author the work of their hands so that she could appreciate
the significance of the ground, and the work of their hearts
so that she could feel the compassion, love, and positive
exuberance that informed their thinking - thus enabling her
to understand in some measure the analysis, critique and
transformation of Buka culture and society in which they were
engaged.

The first chapter of this thesis elaborates the
relationship between Hahalis Welfare Society and its historical,
and contemporary social/political context on Buka. There is
also a discussion of the author's approach to fieldwork on
Buka - both in terms of theory and practice.

The second chapter explores the nature of traditional
power and leadership which remain central to the philosophy and
organi%ation of the Welfare Society. The special importance
of matrilineal principles and the brother-sister relationship
are explored, as are forms of alliance between lineages and

moieties. The qualities of balance and restraint inherent in
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the Buka concepts of power and leadership are shown to be
under some strain in the contemporary political and economic
context.

Chapter Three discusses ritual occasions in relation to
the issues raised in the preceding chapter. Ritual is seen
as a creative re-thinking of the nature of power, and personal
and social relationships - a complex weave that reflects the
past, the present, and possible future designs.

Chapter Four centres more directly on the role of women
in Welfare Society and their past and present active
participation in the development of its philosophy and its
practice.

The final chapter explores three issues drawn from the
author's fieldwork experience which are discussed in terms of
their relevance to Hahalis Welfare Society, and the development
of anthropological practice. These issues centre on the
subjective stance in anthropological fieldwork, the debate
over fertility and family planning, and the problematic

interpretation of sacrifice.
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