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and find out knowlefue of witty inventions'.
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ABSTRACT

Three phase AC drives controlling cage induction motors have become widely
accepted in industry, but one extant problem with this technology is that of
increased acoustic noise emitted from the driven motor.

This Thesis addresses the problem of the acoustic noise emitted from motors driven
from voltage sourced PWM inverters and proposes a technique - Spread Spectrum
Switching - for minimizing its effects. In the course of the work many other issues
associated with real-time microprocessor-based PWM have also been advanced:
' efficient microprocessor based PwM wavefom generation,
o hamonic analysis of generalized PWM waveforms,
' compensation for the effects of power switch timing delays, and
o compensation for the finite resolution of timers.
The Thesis uses a variety of computational and analytical methods, backed by
experimental observations, to quantify the improvement gained in each of these
areas.

Spread spectrum switching is a technique for eliminating the characteristically
tonal structure of the acoustic noise emitted from a PWM inverter driven motor.
Similar to the concept of spread spectrum communications, spread spectrum
switching involves pseudo-randomly varying the instantaneous PWM switching
frequency so that the enerry of any PWM switching harmonics is dispersed over a
wide bandwidth. This energ'y dispersion effectively eliminates any tonal
components from the resultant motor acoustic noise while leaving the overall sound
level largely unchanged; spread spectrum switching provides a significant
qualitative yet minimal quantitative noise reduction.
The PWM generation paradigm used in this Thesis is the recently reported Space
Vector Modulation. A novel algorithm for misrsprocessor based space vector pWM
generation is proposed, providing a basis for fast, efficient generation, even when
overmodulating - a situation where many algorithms operate significantly more
slowly. Furthermore, it is shown that the space vector method inherently
generates a near optimum - in terms of motor harmonic loss - PWM waveform.
However, when physically realized on a practical inverter such ideal PWM
waveform.s are corrupted by timing errors associated with both the inverter's power
switches, predominantly the lockout time, and the finite resolution of hardware

timers.

Resolution corrected modulation is proposed for overcoming the problem
of finite timer resolution and involves the use of integral feedback to account for any
errors between ideal and physically realizable PWM switching times. This
technique effectively provides 4 to 5 bits of added resolution to a given timer,
allowing accurate waveform generation at low sinewave amplitudes and high
switching frequencies using readily available, often microprocessor based, timers.
Lockout times cause inverter output voltage errors, with consequent cunent zero
crossing distortion, and a strategy for alleviating this problem is proposed and
implemented in both a triangulation and space vector modulator.

Two harmonic analysis techniques are proposed for analyzing PWM waveforms.
The first technique is suitable for the analysis of regularly sampled PWM
waveforms and has been used here to obtain closed form expressions for the
harmonics of both space vector and asymmetrical triangulation PWM. These
expressions show that PWM harmonics occur as a series of "combs" centered on
multiples of the switching frequency. A second technique - the Directional
Rotational Transform - is proposed for numerical analysis of general PWM
waveforms. This technique uses an equivalent space vector representation of the
PWM waveform, yielding the magnitude, phase and sequence (positive or negative)
of the harmonics, and is useful in situations where each of the three phase
waveforms is different, as in these cases Fourier Transform analysis of a single
phase or line voltage only approximates the harmonics actually seen by the motor.
The spectra generated using both these techniques compare favourably with those
measured experimentally and, for s5rnchronous PWM, those evaluated from
Fourier Transforms.

The culmination of modulation techniques presented in this Thesis yields a
microprocessor based AC inverter drive featuring low acoustic noise emission at
but a few kiloHertz switching rates and accurate PWM waveform generation using
a single chip, low cost, micro-controller.
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A(t), B(t),

D(t) B
&, Bt
d(0
C(t),
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PWM carrier and modulating waveform frequencies respectively
(Hz)

fl
f"',,
J"(x)
L
Lm
1., l"
[, p, e, r
Pcu
R, Y, B, N
Rr, R"
t, tn
6h

-

t4
T

-

Tr,

Tz
Tm
rls
ua' ub

-

u1

-

fundamental frequency of modulating waveform (Hz)
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motor airgap permeance (Wb/A-t)
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