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ABSTRACT

This thesis is composed of separale studies of aspects of Tokelauan syntax. They are united

by an emphasis on the relation between linguistic forms and oommunicative functions, and

in particular on lhe semantics and pragmatics of grammatbal categories.

Chapter 1, 'Outline of the main structures of Tokelauan'forms a background br the rnore

intensive studies of later chapters. Atter short sections on phonology, rnorphology and word

classes, I descrbe lhe composilion of noun firases and verb phrases, th€ pronoun system,

and the internal structure and semantics of nomlnalisations. The final two sections cover a
number of aspects of the structure of the simple sentence, including predicate types, verb

classes, and clause types, and review the main types of complex sentence.

Chapter 2, Tenss and aspect', Fesenls a discourse-bas€d analysis of this area of syntax.

SeAion 1 outlines the lheoretical basis of the analysis of Tokelauan tens€-asp€ct categories

whici is presented in the following two sections. I then entend the analysis to a particular

discourse type, oral Tokelauan narralive. The final section takes a typological approrch,
considering whather the partir:le kua can be regarded as a member of a cross-tinguistic

category of Perfec{.

Chapler 3, 'The discourse furrctbns of bcus constrrrctbns', tooks at a number of Tokelauan

conslructions involving clause-initial noun phrases whictr clearly have the pragmatic torce

of focussing, hrt in some of which the distrihJtion of given and new inbrmation is not of the
expected kind. Since dause-initial noun phrases are used br olher discourse functions
whbtt can be grouped under the heading of toglicalisation, the chapter concludes with some
commonts on this matter in section 2.

Chapter 4, 'The syntax of complementation', attempts in the first three sectbns a
comprehensive descriplion of Tokelauan complement typgs and of the semantic classes of
complement-laking predbates. Sectio,n 4 is oorrcerned with the syntax and semantics of
omplementizeF, and sectkrn 5 with reduced complements of the kind whir*r hare been

associated with the lerms equi-deletion and raising. The final section assesses the overall
nature of the Tokelauan complementation system.



ACKhIOVI/LEDGEMENIS

My interest in the Tokelauan larpuage slems from several pednds spont in Fakaofo with my

family during the 1970s. I thank all my Tokelauan friends of those years for their patience

ard goodwill in helping me to leam their language. I also expross my gratitude to thoso

skilled speakers ftom all lhree lslands nfioss recorded words form the data-baso br these

studies - some of them no longer alive. I owe a particular debt to Ropati Simona, my main

consultant on Tokelauan. His pobund knowledge of his language and his continuing

curiosity about its words and meanings hare been of great value to me. I also thank Loi

lupati and Kelihiano Kalolo for answering questions about Tokelauan.

Jttdith Huntsman and Antony Hooper have made arailable to me tape-recodings and in some

cases unpuUished transcriptions of Tokelauan spesch. ln Fakaofo in 1986 Antony Hooper

recorded br me several hours of sermons, @nfsrsncos, vlllage moetings, and informal

discourse, and Judilh Huntsman made recordings of talk about fishing in Nukunonu. I wish
lo thank them both br this assistance.

I am grateful to the University Grants Committee br the Postgraduate Scholarshp which
provided me with suppott during the first three years of my research, and to the University

of Attckland Research Gommlttee br a grant whit*r enaHed m€ to have some of my tape-
recorded data transcribed by Ropati Simona.

Flnally, I thank my $pervlsor, Ross Clark, for hls careful reading of my work and his
valuable critical oommonts on it.



COTITENTS



Contents

4.1.2 The locative preposition t................ ...........20

4.1.3 The directional preposition kr.............. ......21

4.1.4 Preposition indlcating souroe, mo|.......... ..................22

4.1.5 The possessive prepositions o and o ............... ............22

4.1.6 Benefactive prepositions m6 and miI..... .....................24

4.1.7 ma 'as'............ ....,.24

4.1.8 mo r€lational marker .............25

4.1.9 tolu.. ..........2 6

4.1 .10 ou6 ...........

4.1.11 ko...........,. ............27

4.2 Determiners............... ..........2I

4.2.1 The common arlicles. ...............2 8

4.2.2 Determiners with -tohf .......... .................32

4.3 la, o, a te and io te.............. .................34

4.3.1 The distribution of ie, o, a te and lo te......... ............34

4.3.2 Problems of derivation and synchronic classification.................3 7

4.4 Premodifiers.............. ..........39

4.5 Postmodifiers.............. ..........4 0

4.6 Demonstratives.......... ..............42

4.7 A note on locative noun phrases................ ...............4 5

4.7 Vocative noun phrases .........4 6

Pronouns and possession.......... ........,16

5.1 The independent penlonal pronouns .......4 6

5.2 Preposed brm of agent pronouns. .........47

5.3 Possessive pronouns... .........4I
5.3.1 Predicative possessive pronouns ..............4 8

5.3.2 Premodifying possessive pronouns ......,....4I

The structure of the verb phrase............... ..........52

6.1 Tense-aspect particles.... ......5 2

6.2 Modal partbles.... .................54

6.3 Negative particlss.... ................5 5

6.3.1 The preverbal n€gative particles.... .........55

6.3.2 Negative imperatives .................5 7

6.4 Prenuclear particles... ..........5I
6.5 Derivational prefixes.. ..........59

6.5.1 f ckc-........ ..............5 9

6.5.2 f e-............ .................6 0

6.5.3 ta-............ .................60



Contents vl



Contents vii

8.2.1 Intransitive and agentive verbs .............103

8.2.2 Incorporation of generic objects...... .......105

8.3 lmperative sentencos. .........1 06

8.4 Questions. .........1 07

8.4.1 Yes-No questbns ................"..1 07

8.4.2 WH-Questions.............. ...........107

8.5 Clauses in which a ko-phrase precedes the predicate..............................1 1 1

9 Complex sentenoes. ........1 13

9.1 Relative clauses..... ..,..,.......1 14

9.1.1 Struclure.. ...........1 1 4

9.1.2 Summary of strategies for relative clause formation ...............1 1 8

9.2 Co-ordinated clauses: ma, ol and koe.... .................1 1g

9.3 Hypotactic clause combinatbns: conditbnals.......... ................123

9.3.1 kffol 'if, 'when' ...................124

9.3.2 Counterfactual conditionals:kono.. ............130

9.3.3 rnof ......1 31

9.4 Other hypotactic clause combinations............. ..,....131

CHAPTER 2 Tense and Aspect ...............1 94

Theoretical background ..194
1.1 Inlroduction............... ........1 94
1.2 Tense. ................135

1.3 Aspoct...... .........137
1.3.1 Inherent asp€ctual characteristics of the verb.... .....198
1.3.2 Situation aspoct or Aktionsart............... ...140
1.3.3 Viewpoint aspect....... .............1 41

1.3.4 Putting it all to9ether.............. .................143

Tokelauan tens€-aspec{ categories. ..................1 45
2.1 e............... ..........14s

2.2 Ra ......1.08

2.3 kof .... ................149

2.4 Unmarked verbs ........,.........1S0

2.5 no .......1S1

2.6 noe.... ..................153

2.7 kuo ......158
l,lon-standard aspectual choices ......1 73
Tense, aspect and word ord€r in oral Tokelauan nanative.... ...............1 75

3

4



Contents viii

4.1 Introduction............... ........1 75
4.2 General characteristics of narrative syntax....... ....117
4.3 Three narrative texts......... ..................1 79
4.4 The syntax of Tokelauan narratives............. .........1 86

4.1.1 Narrative clauses .................1 86
4.4.2 Badqround clauses..... ..........1 gB

4.5 Degrees of salience or foregrounding......... ............1 g1

4.5.1 Evaluation. ...........191

4.52 Degrees of salience in narrative dausas..... .............192

4.5.3 Degrees of salience In backgrcund clauses..... ...........1 9Z
4.6 Conclusion ........1 99

5 Kuo as an example of a universal category of perfect.. ......200

CHAPTER 3 The discourse furrction of locus constructions............. ..........207

The discourse function of focus conslructions............. .......202
1.1 fntroduction............... ........207
1.2 Tokelauan syntiactic Upes of focus construction............... .......208
1.3 Funclional Upes of locus construction............... ...21 6
1.4 Tokelauan functional typ€s......... .........A17
1.5 Conclusbn ........227

Topicafisation ........... .....227
2.1 Discussion ............227
2.2 Analysis of a text ..............290

CHAPTER 4 The syntax of omplementiation .........296

Introduction............... ...2 36
The morphology of complement typ€s ...............296

2.1 Sentence-like oomplements .................292

2.2 Paralaxis, serialization and clause union......... .....298
2.3 loxical unbn .....A42
2.4 Nominalized complements.............. ......249

The semantic classifietion of complement-taking

predicates .....241
3.1 Glasses of complement-taking predlcata... ............244

3.1.1 Utterance predicates. ..............244
3.1.2 Propositional attitude predicates. ............245

1

2



Contonls

3.1.3 Pretonce predietes. ............245

3.1.4 Commentative predicates.............. .......246
vE oomplemsnts.......... ......24 9

3.1.5 Predlcates of knowledge and acquisition of know|edge.............253

3.1.6 Predicetes of learing ...........254

3.1.7 Desiderative predicates............... ..........254

3.1.8 Manipulative predicates............... .........256

3.1.9 lrlodal predbales. ................,.260

3. 1 .1 0 Acfrievement predicates..............

3.1.11 Phasal predicates ..............262

3.1.12 lmmediate perceptlon predicates. .........264

3.1.13 Negative predicates ........,....266

3.1.14 Conjurrtive predicates. ........268

3.1 .15 'Descriptive' predicales............. ...,......2 6 9

3.2 Discussbn ..........271
Compfementizers...... ....275

4.1 fndbative complements.............. .........275
4.2 Non-indicative complements........ .........278

4.2.1 The complementizers ,.............278
4.2.1.1 ke............. ...............278
4.2.1.2 0na........... ..............279

4.2.1.3 o1.............. ................279

4.2.1.4 Features which distinguish the complementizers......280

4.2.2 Type of modality ...283

4.2.2.1 Problems in analysing modality ................283

4.2.3 Negation ...............288

4.2.4 Transitivity of the oomplement clause.... ..................290

4.2.5 Gonclusions and interpretatbn............... ..................292

4.2.6 CIher verbs......... ...294
Reduood onplements.............. .......297

5.1 Equi de1etion............... ........298
5.2 Raised argumsnts. .............302

5.2.1 Evidence for raising ...............302

5.2.2 FeaturesofraisinglnTokelauan............... ................307

5.2.3 Tokelauan raising verbs........ ..................308

5.2.3.1 Modality predicates. .................308

52.3.2 Phasal and achievsment verbs ..................31 2

1.2.3,3 Commentative verbs.. ................31 7

lx



Contents

5.2.3.1 'Adverbial' predicales .....b.,......................31 8

5.2.4 Semantic and pragmatic cfiaracteristbs of the raised NP.........322

5.2.5 Motivations lor raising In Tolcelauen............. ...........326

6 The Tokelauan oomplement system...... ............328

6.1 The bonding hierarchy .........328

62 Comments ,,.....333
Appendin Data-base ol mafol omp1ements............... ..336

BIBI,JOGRA,PHY .....341



xl

TABLES

Table 1

TaUe 2

Table 3

Table 4

Table 5

Table 6

Table 7

Table 8

Table 9

Table 10

Table 11

Table 12

Table 13

Tabl€ 14

Table 15

lrxdependent personal pronouns 4 6

Cfilic pronouns 47
Predkntive possessivo pronouns 4 9

Premodifying possessive pronouns 51

Order ol post-verbal particles 7 7

Correlation of types of nominalisatbn with syntactic features g 5

Relativization stratsgi€s In Tokelauan 1 18

Summary of the semantics of Tokelauan T/A categpries 172
Comparison of Noonan's and Giv6n's classification of

complemenl-taking predicates 27 4

Correlation of complementizers with type of modality (1) 286
Correlation of complemsntizers with type of modality (2) 286
Correlation of complementizers with negated matrix clause 289
Corrslation of complementizers with clause transitivity (1) 290
Correlation of complemenlizers with clauss transiiivity (2) 291
Degrees of bonding of ompement dauses in Tokelauan 335

141

143

192
197

201

FIGURES

Figure 1 Types of situation aspoct

Figure 2 Relation of real-world situations to linguistic categories

Figure 3 Degrees of foregrounding/highlighting within narrative

Figure 4 Degrees of highlighting within the background

Figure 5 Cross-linguistic tense/aspect categories



xtl

ABBREVIATIONS

1 tirst-person pronoun

2 second-person pronoun

3 third-person pronoun

A agenl argument of agentivg verbs

Al.lA APH anaphoric particle, used for ot aN et
APP appositlon, used for ko when lt marks an apposhive NP

ARf article, used for the forms lo, o, lo te and a te
CA.S causative prefix fako-
CIF counterfactual conditional marker

Cia verbal suffixes of the brm -o, -ogla,or -Ctc
mh,P complementizer

@NJ conjunction

CPR comparative morpheme

EF definite

DEM demonstrative

DEf determiner

DIM diminutive, used of the pronoun klta and associated possessive brms
DIR directional partlcle

DIS discourse partbte

dl dual

m ergative preposition

DC exclamative

excl., EXCL exclusive (of possession)

E(Sf the existential predicate I el
Httrf human numeral prefix toka-
FfYP hypothetbal, used br kafol
lJ interiection, used for clause-initial to or clause-final o
incl., INCL inclusive (of possession)

INDEF indefinlte

INT intensifier
lm bcative, usod lor the preposition i
IIIAN mann€r particle, e.g. peo

fum modal particle

hEG negative marker

NEG.IMP negative imperative marker

19il nominalising suffix -90



xill

NP noun phraso

l.lSP non-speclfic

O unmarked patlent argumenl of agentive verbe

pl., PL plural

m- politeness particle

ffi possessive

PRED predkxte marker, used for ko when it introdues a nominal predlcate

RED, REDUP reduplication

REL relational marker mo

S unmarked primary argument of Intransltive verbs
sRl sequential, used ol the conjunction of

singular

specific

tenss-aspect particle

used br the prepositlon kt
lopic, used tor ko when it introducas a todcalized NP

vocative

verb phrase

sg.

SP

TIA
TO
TOP

\rc
VP

l,lote: Where two or more English words or grammatbal symbols are needed to gloss a single

Tokelauan word, the use of hyphens indirxtes conesponding mofieme divisions in the

Toltelauan word; lhe use of full slops lndicates that thero is no corresponding linear divlsbn

in the Tofrelauan wod.




