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ABSTRACT 
 
 
Biculturalism is a relationship in government between the British Crown and the 

indigenous [Māori] people of New Zealand. I show that this relationship permeated 

some Māori healing practitioners’ healing knowledge and perception. A key way in 

which this occurred was through the practitioners recognizing biological and social 

boundaries between Māori and Pākehā [New Zealanders of European descent]. A 

second was through the practitioners’ embodiment of connections with social groups 

including the nation, a history and present shared between Māori and Pākehā and an 

idealized pre-contact past. A fundamental principle of Te Oo Mai Reia was that for the 

practitioners to harness the power of the various forces that sustained life they had to be 

in touch with their whakapapa [genealogy] for it was through their ancestors that they 

could commune with the Ultimate Deity, Io, the source of the most potent of all forces 

of life. A further key principle was that spiritually inspired and traditional Māori culture 

heightened the wellbeing of Māori, not modern, Pākehā culture. Spiritual and ancient 

knowledge was supra-conscious and made knowable through an embodied awareness 

of self and other. To make my argument I draw on literature inspired by Foucault that 

shows how states govern by implementing their operations and securing their 

penetration into the citizenry by drawing and building upon pre-existing bodies of 

knowledge and relations of power. I also draw on literature that shows how the human 

body bears the effects of such practices of government. To this literature I integrate 

perception by showing how, in this Māori healing context, the government of the 

bicultural nation-state worked through the ways the practitioners made sense with the 

body (especially through feeling, seeing and touching). 
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