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C i l  

ABSTRACT 

THE USE OF x i o r ~ s  AND COGNATES I N  THE 

APOSTOLIC FATHERS 

The A p o s t o l i c  F a t h e r s  i s  t h e  name g i v e n  t o  t h e  body o f  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  w r i t t e n  i n  Greek ,  wh ich  d a t e s  from i m m e d i a t e l y  

a f t e r  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  p e r i o d .  The works c o v e r  t h e  l a s t  

d e c a d e  o f  t h e  1s t  c e n t u r y  A . D .  and  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  

s e c o n d  c e n t u r y .  They g i v e  a  v a r i e d  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  m o r a l  

and  d o c t r i n a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  Church i n  a  p e r i o d  

c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by c o n s t a n t  t h r e a t  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  and  

martyrdom on t h e  one  hand ,  and growth  i n  t h e o l o g i c a l  and  

e t h i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on t h e  o t h e r .  

The works c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  a r e  t h e  g e n u i n e  l e t t e r s  

o f  I g n a t i u s ;  t h e  Shephe rd  o f  Hermas; t h e  E p i s t l e  o f  

Ba rnabas  and  t h e  Didache ;  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  D i o g n e t u s ;  t h e  

l e t t e r  o f  Clement  o f  Rome t o  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s ;  t h e  Pseudo-  

C l e m e n t i n e  Homily (commonly c a l l e d  I1 C l e m e n t ) ;  t h e  

l e t t e r s  o f  P o l y c a r p  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i a n s  and  t h e  Martyrdom 

o f  P o l y c a r p .  

The s t u d y  b e g i n s  w i t h  an e s s a y  on  t h e  deve lopment  o f  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  o f  f a i t h .  T h i s  t r a c e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  ~ C O T L ~  group  

from Homer t o  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t ,  and  shows how t h e  Homeric 

and C l a s s i c a l  Greek u s a g e s  were  t a k e n  by t h e  S e p t u a g i n t  

and a p p l i e d  i n  a  r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e x t  t o  God and  s a l v a t i o n ,  

and how t h i s  p r o c e s s  was f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  New 

Tes t amen t  i n t o  a  f u l l - b l o w n  t e c h n i c a l  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  f a i t h .  

The A p o s t o l i c  F a t h e r s  t a k e  t h i s  p r o c e s s  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  and  

t h e r e  i s  a b r o a d e n i n g  o f  t h e  meanings o f  t h e  c o g n a t e s ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  r e s u l t a n t  changes  i n  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  u s a g e .  

A l l  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  T C ~ O T L S  and  i t s  c o g n a t e s  i n  t h e  

A p o s t o l i c  F a t h e r s  a r e  examined i n  d e t a i l .  In each  c a s e  

t h e r e  i s  comment on t h e  meaning o f  t h e  words w i t h i n  t h e  

w i d e r  c o n t e x t  i n  which t h e y  a r e  s e t  i n  e a c h  work. 



( i i )  

The Greek i s  g i v e n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  and  

o b s c u r e  p a s s a g e s  a r e  e l u c i d a t e d .  

Jn t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h e  s t u d y  i t  becomes a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o g n a t e s  i s  b roadened  beyond t h e  N e w  

Tes t amen t  emphas is  on t r u s t  and  b e l i e f  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  f a i t h  a s  a  v i r t u e .  T h i s  e t h i c a l  emphas i s  h a s  a  l e v e l l i n g  

e f f e c t  on t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  u s a g e  and t h e  meanings a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  c o g n a t e s .  Tn p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t  

d i s t i n c t i o n  by which t h e  noun n t o ~ ~ c  t e n d s  t o  b e  e m o t i v e  

and  s i g n i f y  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  t r u s t  a s p e c t ,  and t h e  v e r b  n~atsbo 

s i g n i f i e s  b e l i e f ,  no l o n g e r  a p p l i e s ;  noun and  v e r b  w i t h o u t  

d i s t i n c t i o n  a r e  u sed  t o  convey a l l  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  f a i t h  - 
t r u s t ,  commitment,  c o n f i d e n c e ,  a s s u r a n c e  and b e l i e f .  

In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  v e r b  T L ~ T L O L ~ ~  ( t o  t r u s t ,  have c o n f i d e n c e )  

a l m o s t  d i s a p p e a r s  f rom u s e .  T h i s  c o m p l e t e s  a  p r o c e s s  n o t i c e d  

f o r  t h e  New Tes t amen t  whereby t h e  v e r b  n~or~6ci1 t a k e s  o v e r  

t h e  S e p t u a g i n t  meanings of  nCno~8u a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  own b a s i c  

s e n s e  o f  ' t o  be1  i e v e  ' . 

The noun niot~c o c c u r s  b o t h  w i t h  and  w i t h o u t  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  

and t h e  usage  i s  s t u d i e d  i n  d e t a i l .  Some t r a n s l a t o r s  have  

i n t e r p r e t e d  fi n t o ~ ~ c  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  s e n s e  o f  'The F a i t h ' .  

I t  i s  shown t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  u s u a l l y  a p r o p e r  s e n s e  i n  t h e  

A p o s t o l i c  F a t h e r s .  The noun i s  a l s o  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  

w i t h  an  o b j e c t i v e  g e n i t i v e ,  and t h e  s t u d y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s  have n o t  a lways  acknowledged t h i s  i n  t h e i r  

work.  

The s i t u a t i o n  o f  e a c h  a u t h o r  d i c t a t e s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  emphases  

o f  e a c h ,  and  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n .  The 

p e r s o n a l  and  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  e a c h  i s  t a k e n  i n t o  

a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a n  Excur sus  on Gt$u~oc (double-minded)  

a n d  i t s  c o g n a t e s  which a r e  s e t  a s  o p p o s i t e s  t o  f a i t h ,  e s p e c -  

i a l l y  i n  Hermas. T h e r e  i s  an  Appendix c o n t a i n i n g  comment 

on I g n a t i u s l  u s e  o f  GCua~oc ( r i g h t e o u s )  and  i t s  c o g n a t e s .  

A s econd  Appendix c o n t a i n s  a  n o t e  on t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  r e a d e r .  




