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ABSTRACT 

This  t h e s i s  is  an e thnograph ic  account  o f  t h e  k l e v a  

o f  c e n t r a l  E s p i r i t u  San to ,  Vanuatu - a handfu l  o f  h e a l e r s  

c r e d i t e d  w i t h  powers beyond those  of  t h e i r  ne ighbours .  

T h e i r  concerns  i n c l u d e  m a t t e r s  l i k e  i l l n e s s ,  s o r c e r y ,  

w i t c h c r a f t ,  s p i r i t s  and dreaming. The account  is  based  

on seven teen  months f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  among t h e  Kia i - speaking  

p o p u l a t i o n  on t h e  s o u t h - e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  upper A r i  v a l l e y  

i n  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  San to .  

My method i s  p r i m a r i l y  d e s c r i p t i v e .  I n  t h e  main body 

o f  t h e  t h e s i s  I  g i v e  accounts  of  f a c e - t o - f a c e  encounte rs  

and c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  k l e v a  and t h e i r  ne ighbours ,  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b u i l d  u p a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  k l e v a  t h a t  t a k e s  

i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  n o t  on ly  what t hey  do,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  

meaning o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  themselves  and f o r  t h e i r  

ne ighbours .  

I n  t h e  conc lus ion  I d i s c u s s  t h e  r e l evance  of my m a t e r i a l  

t o  some problems i n  t h e  ethnography of  Melanesian r e l i g i o n s .  

I a l s o  r a i s e  i s s u e s  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  s een  t o  l i e  a t  t h e  

c o r e  o f  bo th  t o p i c  and method i n  e thnographic  p u r s u i t s .  

x i i i .  




