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This thesis is a case study that examines the educative activities of two
Church Missionary Society (CMS) women, Marianne Coldham
Williams and her sister-in-law Jane Nelson Williams, during the period

1823-1835.

This study examines the role and status of these two missionary women
in the early CMS mission station at Paihia in northern New Zealand.
Marianne and Jane Williams were missionary educators whose primary
task was to establish schools for local Maori pupils and resident
missionary pupils. These first mission schools were established according
to a perceived hierarchy of “need.” Consequently, the first schools,
established in 1823 were for Nga Puhi women and girls followed by a
school for the missionary daughters in 1826. A school for Nga Puhi men
and boys was not established until 1827 and a school for the missionary

sons was delayed until 1828.

Through the re-formation of Maori women as Christian women, Maori
society was to replicate the “pleasantries” of (Pakeha) “Christian
society.” The schoolroom, not the pulpit became the central site to
instigate changes in Maori society and the CMS initially charged

Marianne and Jane Williams with the responsibility for this task.

One of the strategies developed by Marianne and Jane Williams to

survive in a frontier society was to form a network based on their sister-
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hood. Through the exchanging of letters between the two women in
New Zealand and their “sisters” in England, a reciprocal friendship was
created that provided Marianne and Jane with the support they sought.
These letters and diaries provide valuable autobiographical accounts of

the daily lives and missionary activities of Marianne and Jane.

This study, therefore, presents a challenge to prevailing historical
narratives that position men at the centre of missionary activities.
Missionary policy documents and manuscript material written by early
nineteenth century missionary women and men reveal that in New
Zealand women played a critical role in the “Christianising” and
“civilising” policies and practices. In placing women at the centre of
historical inquiry and as historical agents, this study re-presents the

historical narrative in a different voice.
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gMS Typescript manuscript
material

Var Various

Vol. - Volume
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Note: This glossary has been compiled in accordance with the one
supplied by Linda Tuhiwai Smith at the end of her chapter ‘Maori
Women: Discourses, Projects and Mana Wahine’ :» Middleton, Sue &
Jones, (eds), Alison, Women and Education in Aotearoa 2, Bridget

Williams Books, Wellington, 1992, p. 51.

Iwi Tribe

Kainga Village

Kawa Protocol, custom

Mana Power, prestige,
reputation

Nga Puhi Northern iwi

Noa Unrestricted

Tangata Whenua People of the land; people

from that place

Tapu Restricted
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Tikanga

Tipuna

Wahine

Waiata

Whakapapa

Whanau

Customs, traditions

Ancestors, grandparents

Women

Songs

Genealogical links

Extended family
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