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GIRL IN A 
KINKS 
SHIRT 

By  
Hannah 
Rossiter 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation is about research I undertook as part of my Masters of Arts at the University of Auckland.With the increased visibility of transpeople there is a pressing need to explore the operation and growth of the trans community.  Form the outside looking in, the trans community appears to be monolithic and homogenous, but it is in fact made up of a diverse collection of ethnicities, religions, social classes, educational backgrounds, and gender performances and identities.   Thus this dissertation examines the social environment of butch transwomen, who are frequently viewed with suspicion as they cross the boundaries of both gender and sexuality. Their transition from straight men to identifying as either lesbians or bisexual women and not adhering to traditional notions of femininity creates a complex social environment.



Rationale for Research  

 To explore the axes 
of difference that 
operate  the trans 
community 

 To explain to 
cisgender people the 
experiences of the 
trans community   

 To complete my 
master of arts 
degree. 

 Provide research on 
butch transwomen. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My research involved an socio-cultural examination of the trans community, based in part of my participant observation and impressions garnered in the last five years as a member of the Auckland New Zealand trans community. While this participant observation is unofficial (without any formal research questions or ethical approval) it nonetheless frames my research and interest in the trans community. I have witnessed first hand the diversity that exists within the trans community, which has been largely ignored by sociologists. A significant portion is drawn from secondary data gathered from internet sources, whether blog posts, anthologies and books and YouTube channels. This secondary sources have provided data that has enabled me to garner some understanding of the issues faced by butch transwomen. Additionally this secondary has augmented my own autoethnographic knowledge, gathered from participant observation as a member of the trans community. 



Butch Transwomen 

1. What are the socio-cultural axes of differences 
operating in the trans community? 

2. How are transpeople and their cisgender partners 
subjected to these axes of differences? 

3. Why is the failure of transwomen meeting 
traditional notions of trans femininity seen as 
troubling? 



Methodology 

Using participant observation as a 
basis of research 

Along with secondary data created 
by trans people and their partners. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My research is framed within the ethno-methodological tradition of the social construction of gender, which sees gender as a performance.  Butler’s theory of performativity of gender uses a post structural theoretical position.  



The results 

Non-trans people struggle to 
understand transpeople 

Trans communities are vibrant and 
under estimated 

The terms: Cisgender and Cotton 
Ceiling are challenging for Non-trans 
people 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The results:Cisgender people no nothing:  To paraphrase Game of Thrones, More accurately Ygritte, because its a thing now, it was a book thing and now its a TV thing. Cisgender people’s struggle to understand the issues faced by transpeople.Research on Trans communities, is largely absent from the research done by sociologists and other academics.The terms Cisgender and cotton ceiling have raised issues for non-trans people.Among the issues raised is that cisgender is could be interpreted as a derogatory towards non-trans people.  Another interpretation is that transpeople see themselves as the norm and non-trans people are not the norm.Cotton Ceiling on the other hand, raises issues of institutionalisation of the non-tans sexual partner.   While the cotton ceiling has parallels with the glass ceiling.  The glass ceiling is traditionally associated with institutional axes of power, which operate to limit the advancement of women.    
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