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Start of interview - Tim 

00:00:27 

Int.   Let’s start by talking a little bit about yourself. So, how old are you? 

Tim   I’m well I’ll be turning thirty two next week 

Int.   Ok. Where were you brought up? 

Tim I was I spent most of my growing up in [country]. Um, came here 

when I was fifteen 

Int. Ok 

Tim Just in a small town 

Int. Tell me a little bit about your childhood in [country] 

Tim Um, I grew up in a very small isolated town which is probably about 

four hours from the nearest city. Um which I guess has its own kind 

of limitations in terms of what you have available as a kid. Um but 

my parents kept me pretty active, I was doing karate, skiing and um 

you know, boy scouts and that sort of thing 

00:01:19 

 Um was probably a bit of a nerd at school through most of my 

younger years and stuff growing up. Um but I guess cause I was 

one of those kids who always strived to get straight A’s but I was 

also, my mum likes to say that I was always somebody who would 

um challenge things and was very question like, would always be 

questioning and very opinionated I guess um yep 

Int. Were you the only child? 
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Tim Um I’m the oldest of four boys yeah 

Int. What was your relationship like with your siblings? 

Tim Um it was good in like the way that our birth order happened, there 

was me and my one brother born a couple years apart then there’s 

quite a gap and then, not a huge gap but maybe I think there’s 

maybe five years between my next youngest brother and then the 

one after him 

00:02:32 

 Um which growing up meant that there was obvious kind of gap 

between us. Um so I did tend to pick on my youngest brothers a bit. 

Um, yeah and because I left home before they were really starting 

to grow up, I didn’t really have much contact with them so much. 

Um, but all of my brothers ended vegan or vegetarian um yeah. 

Actually all of them are vegan except one who’s vegetarian. Which I 

guess one of my brothers has like the next, the third brother in the 

whole, like the third born, he probably I think maybe looks up to me 

a bit more than the others which is ironic cause I used to pick on 

him the most 

00:03:27 

Int. What about your parents, what was the relationship like between 

you and your mum and dad? 

Tim Um, I mean like my family is a very stable, supportive family. My 

parents were very supportive and stable like that. Um, I mean the, 

one thing I know that was part of my childhood was the sense that I 

was smarter than my parents. Um which would often mean when I 

got in, when I had new ideas, I would argue them at the dinner 

table and um things like that. So and because I was able to argue 
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better than my parents yeah, I had this attitude that I and this 

feeling that I was you know, smarter than them from a young age. 

You know like I beat my dad playing chess when I was six years old 

and that sort of um, but it was good like my dad um, he worked a lot 

but he was the one who would always take us out skiing so he 

would like sacrifice a day to drive us out to the ski hill and he’d sit 

and just read a newspaper. And or he’d take us, me and my 

brothers, out on ski trips and um 

00:04:34 

 My mum she just kind of, she would have occasional part time jobs 

but spent a lot of time at home that sort of thing. Um I think my 

mum’s way of dealing with me being smarter than her was to was 

to make fun of me. Um the way my family works is that like, my 

family never gets angry, they just mock each other. Um so I guess 

that’s one thing where I see I fit in my family is that um, I’m the 

serious one and I don’t fit in with the joking culture that’s there in 

my family so much 

00:05:22 

Int. Ok cool. So um moving on to the introduction, when you first sort of 

became aware of the issues relating to animal rights. Can you tell 

me about, just thinking back, when you think you first became 

aware of this? 

Tim Um, I mean the first time I met a vegetarian, cause I come from a 

small town, was when we went to a cousin’s wedding in [city] when 

I was probably about fourteen or something like that. They were all 

hippies and had dreadlocks and were smoking pot at the wedding 

and um and a number of them were vegetarian. Um and that didn’t 

really so much spark an interest in animal rights for me but it was 
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just I guess the first time where I was kind of like aware of the 

concept outside of something that you see on TV. Um but I mean I 

was, I guess, I was always someone who thought about things. So, 

even as a kid, I remember sitting eating meat and thinking about 

that piece of flesh being part of a moving animal before and like 

how that was 

00:06:37 

 the muscle that pulled the bones and things like that. Um, but it was 

probably when I was, I first went vegetarian when I was, what year 

was it, must have been in ninety eight so I would’ve been about, 

guess I would’ve been maybe sixteen or seventeen. Um, and I did it 

for Lent, I just went vegetarian for Lent. Um but at the same time 

that was when I, you know, it was in the mid-nineties kind of thing 

when the Internet started becoming more accessible in everyone’s 

homes and I’d come home and spend a lot of time learning on the 

Internet and just coming across anarchists’ literature or different 

activists’ literature and I was listening to punk rock and hardcore 

anyway so a lot of that had ties in with radical politics 

00:07:41 

 Um and so I went vegetarian for Lent and during that time I did a 

little bit more reading into the issues around meat production and 

the different theories of animal liberation, animal rights and animal 

welfare stuff. And although I you know, after those forty days for 

Lent, I did eat meat again for probably another four five months 

before I went vegetarian um, finally. I guess part of what it was was 

even though we were in, we’d moved from a small town in [country] 

to a small town in New Zealand so still didn’t really have access 

you know, to that whole I guess sub culture of veganism or 

vegetarianism and animal rights. But um somewhere in between 
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that gap where like Lent had finished and then somebody um 

moved to our school who was a [ethnicity] who was from a punk 

rock scene in [country] and kind of came and became friends with 

my family 

00:08:40 

 and kinda introduced us into some of the deeper aspects of the 

punk rock and hardcore culture. Um and through that we started 

looking yeah me and my brother both went vegetarian together at 

that time and started looking more into the issues and reading 

more. Um and that sort of thing. Um so I guess that was, that was 

kinda how I got kinda introduced to the basic aspect of it. Um, and 

then just getting involved in activism. Like, like when I was a kid 

even at when I was like six years old, I was organising protests. But 

really stupid ones 

00:09:23 

 Like I was protesting the fact that at school they had ketchup that 

wasn’t Heinz and I was like, this is unacceptable. I had my friends 

make placards and you know, so I was that kind of person for most 

of my life. Like when I moved from [country] um, like a couple of 

months after I left [country], all of the students in my high school did 

a walk out because the government had cut funding to their um 

physical education budget. And I was really bummed out that I 

missed it cause that was just, I was like, this is who I am. Um, so 

when I moved ah yeah I kind of, in ninety nine I started to get more 

opinionated about animal rights and animal liberation concepts. 

Um, so that was my final year of high school and any time the 

school would fundraise for the cancer society, I would protest about 

the vivisection thing 
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00:10:27 

 Um just that sort of thing. Um and so when I left school I moved to 

[city] which was kind of at a time where GE protesting was big in 

New Zealand. Um was probably you know and it was also around 

that time that the anti-globalisation protests were really big, so I 

was like seeing all of this kind of activism on TV a lot and in the 

media. And when I moved to [city] which has the largest um, 

genetic engineering and animal research facility in New Zealand, it 

was easy to get involved at least the anti-GE stuff. Um and I guess 

what got me, like the line that got me in to and connected in with 

animal rights activism specifically was ah the circus was coming to 

[city]. The one that had Jumbo the elephant um and so I started 

organising a protest on my own 

00:11:31 

 Um and kind of managed to bring together some vegans that I had 

met just through advertising this protest and we organised a protest 

at the circus and um I think about a week before the protest, I came 

up to [city] to go to a punk rock show and animal, [animal rights 

organisation] was there with an info stall. So I grabbed a flier, e-

mailed them later, asked if they could come down. Um they didn’t 

come down for that protest but they came down later for a GE 

protest, um that’s when I met up with them and through that I just 

kind of got um sucked into the current I guess of grass roots animal 

rights yeah 

Int. Ok so let’s talk about grass roots animal rights. So from that point 

where you got sucked in, can you start from there, describe to me 

your experience 

00:12:26 



7 
 

Tim Well the, what happened at, like I went to this GE protest at [town], 

the um the animal research facility there and um somebody, like 

someone from the [animal rights organisation] was trying to find 

me, assuming I was there, so they’re asking around if anyone knew 

me and then um somebody came up and asked if that was me. So 

anyway I met them, [animal rights organisation] kids then and we 

ended spending like the rest of the night with them. We invited 

them back to our place and they just started telling us all sorts of 

stories about their activism and their, the different things that they 

did and um, there was me and two other friends, we were just kind 

of like, you know, listening to them we were like, yeah this is what 

we really, this is what we’ve been waiting for, this is what we’ve 

been looking for is this sort of thing. And um you know, they told us 

all sorts of 

00:13:28 

 stories of their arrests and their campaigns or the different you 

know things that they’d done and all that. And when they left, the 

three of us were kind of just like, we need to be involved in this 

somehow. Um and so the three of us kind of started planning 

different ways that we could be involved in I guess grass roots stuff. 

And um that kind of I guess, I don’t know, I can kind of see different 

threads from that moment cause so a part of that is my getting 

involved in [animal rights organisation] and my first kind of like 

[animal rights organisation] style protest from back in the day where 

um me and my partner at the time were, we came up to visit um, to 

spend a weekend in [city] and I got in touch with um with [animal 

rights organisation] kids just to see what if they’re doing anything 

and they sent me a text saying come down to [restaurant] now 

00:14:30 
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 So I went down there and it was, we did a like, like we carried out, it 

was the first real protest I’d been to but it wasn’t like a real protest 

in the sense that there were no placards, there was no message, it 

was just disrupt the whole restaurant. Um and they did, they like 

threw like what went on there, the restaurant was shut down for a 

day. Um and that was kind of like you know at the time, that was 

what grass roots animal rights activism was like in New Zealand, in 

you know, 2000 it was um you know, who cares about educating 

people because the real issue is gonna be disrupting business, 

making losses for businesses and things like that. Um and so that 

was just, I just kind of like, that was my first protest 

00:15:33 

 and it just kind of I guess, I don’t know if you want me to go into 

details about that protest but I mean cause there were two people 

who got arrested at that protest. Because what they had planned 

was that they had, they’d been to a factory farm previously and 

found two dead chickens so they decided to bring the chickens into 

the kitchen of the restaurant and along with the smoke bombs and 

stink bombs and stuff. Because of the dead chickens that were put 

into the kitchen, that the restaurant had to close for the day. Um but 

you know everyone just flashed in, flashed out and then were gone 

within two, three minutes sort of thing 

Int. And you were present when? 

Tim Yeah yeah like I’d just made it in time to kind of be there and was 

like, oh that was crazy but that was really interesting 

00:16:35 

Int. What other emotions did you experience when you went along? 



9 
 

Tim I mean I was, I was a little bit worried about being, you know like it 

was my first kind of protest and although I was already interested in 

doing things that were para-legal I guess um, I still at that time had 

bright pink hair and I thought that I was actually, I wasn’t quite 

prepared for that to happen, if you know what I mean. I mean like I 

did put some you know, somebody ripped their t-shirt sleeve off so I 

could put it over my head and, cause at the time, a lot of the kids 

involved in animal rights in Auckland were punk rock kids and they 

didn’t mind ripping off a sleeve. Um so I was a little bit nervous but 

00:17:28 

 at the same time, part of what I was trying to do was prove that I 

was actually into the cause or that I was, that you know, because 

that’s just what I really wanted to do at the time was just be 

involved in activism and even in, in a kind of radical grass roots 

kind of way like that. Um yeah and around that time I was living in 

the [city] or I just, I think in 2001 I moved to the [city] and I tried kind 

of setting up um an animal rights group there. And that’s when I 

started travelling to conferences or going down spending time with 

um, you know, [name of activist] in [city] and getting to meet all of 

the big names in animal rights activism and um, you know, I met 

[name of activist] in 2001 and that sort of thing. But it was also 

when I started I guess getting involved in some, or you know, 

carrying out less legal 

00:18:31 

 forms of activism um yeah 

Int. Are you comfortable to move on to those? 

Tim Yep yep I mean when I lived in the [city] that was kind of where 

yeah I started. Like, I think what happens especially when you’re 
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young and you’re being introduced to concepts like animal 

liberation and the, you’re watching videos all the time, or we were 

watching videos all the time of animals being exploited and 

especially if you start surrounding yourself with people who are 

passionate about it and you just start to feel this increasing anger 

about it. Um and you’re like, but at the same time there’s a sense of 

powerlessness I think in that like, cool now we’re vegan but like, 

that’s not really doing that much 

00:19:30 

 It’s like you know, if you’re in Nazi Germany and you’re opposed to 

like the concentration camps, it’s not enough to be opposed to 

something. Um like you, that doesn’t really satisfy the anger, it 

doesn’t, it doesn’t, you know, put out that anger, I guess. Um so like 

me and my partner at the time, we started doing two things, one 

was just straight out vandalism which um threw in the second, the 

other was, we started learning how to get into factory farms and just 

getting the feel for being out late at night and sneaking around 

farms and learning like, we didn’t have anybody at the time 

teaching us anything like that. Um, this is kind of in the days where 

the animal liberation front 

00:20:32 

 was the group that went, or not a group, but it was it was what was 

happening in animal rights and most of the time, almost all cases, if 

someone was breaking into a factory farm it was under the ALF 

banner. But there’s a lot of secrecy there in the sense that, you 

couldn’t join the ALF, you kinda had to be it, I don’t know if you’ve 

done much research 

Int. Yeah I’ve done lots of reading about it 
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Tim Which meant that like we were reading you know ALF primers, 

which was like you know, like a little hand book on how to be, on 

how to disrupt things and be violent things like that. Um, not violent, 

you know what I mean, to be vandals and things like that. Um and 

so we just kind of started experimenting with that. We’d spend like 

a couple nights a week, you know we would find where all the 

factory farms were around town, around like our area and we would 

00:21:33 

 go and visit them. Um and a lot of the times we’d go and visit them 

and we’d become really angry and then we’d have to go and break 

a window somewhere. Um but we, we got arrested um as a result 

of some of the vandalism, we ah we actually had our house, a 

warrant to search our house um and things like that. So um yeah 

Int. Is this after a while though that this happened or? 

Tim Um part of the problem, I mean part of it was that we were young, 

still relatively young and stupid in what we were doing and how we 

were doing things. We were probably only living in that town for 

maybe six months before we got arrested I think but it was probably 

I mean like, we moved to you know, a small town, not a small town, 

we moved to, I guess it’s a larger town, the [town] and well we 

moved to [city] um and suddenly 

00:22:36 

 the city, all of their butcher shops were regularly getting spray 

painted. And so I guess it’s a small enough town that the police 

started to be you know like it was different than if it had happened 

in [city] because it was always happening in [city] whereas it never 

happened in that kind of area before. Um and we just, you know we 

had a couple friends visiting this one night from [city] and we went 
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out to a factory farm together, a couple of them, and then on the 

way back we just went, we just took like a page out of the phone 

book and went to every butcher shop on there. But um we we got to 

one and our spray paint was running out and um two people stayed 

in the van and me and my other friend, trying to spray paint this one 

butcher shop, which just happened to be a butcher shop that we 

had first hit when we moved to the area 

00:23:37 

 before we really understood just how easy it is for fingerprints to be 

left behind. So our fingerprints were already there, had already 

been picked up there from a previous thing. They just didn’t who we 

were yet and we were taking a while and then we looked and there 

was a police car coming down the road, so we ran around and we 

didn’t get caught but we got pulled up down the road and the police 

questioned us, took three of our names but forgot to take one other 

person’s name. Um then let us go but as were riding we were like, 

phew we made it but I had a police scanner because all animal 

activists had police scanners in the nineties, and then all of a 

sudden I heard them find the spray paint and put two and two 

together and come looking for us 

00:24:31 

 Um so the next day we knew that our house was gonna be you 

know, that they were gonna come to our house and that sort of 

thing. So and we were, we’d spent the night kind of evading as 

much as possible um and yeah and you know, they came with a 

search warrant, took our computer, took our car. Um went through 

everything in the house looking for spray paint or ah superglue and 

match sticks and paper clips and things like that. Um and yeah, 

brought us in for questioning you know, arrested us, brought us in 
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for questioning. Charged us with nine counts of criminal damage 

and ah gave us a curfew that we weren’t allowed out past eight 

o’clock. Which sucked cause we were supposed to start work that 

night at a kiwi fruit factory. We couldn’t cause we weren’t allowed 

out. So yeah that was yeah that was my first I guess experience 

with the legal system 

00:25:37 

 Um yeah and then from there we kind of ah we moved back to [city] 

cause we’re like, didn’t feel that keen to stay in that area anymore 

and we started up an animal rights group there um that kind of 

burst out of protests against animal vivisection conference that 

happened at the time. Um yeah so we kind of, we set up a flat that 

was just animal rights activists and we would organise several 

protests a week at the time in [city] and [city] was suddenly covered 

in animal liberation posters all the time and regular protests and it 

just, the newspaper, I guess, not quite the way that things went in 

[city] but we had a very open public face in [city]. And we were in 

the newspaper all the time and the newspapers were actually kind 

of felt like there were three hundred of us but there were only five 

00:26:36 

 Cause we would get three hundred people to our protests in [city]. 

Like we had over three hundred at the animal vivisection 

conference. And yeah so we just kind of, we started a group there 

and that kind of got me, I guess both being arrested and then 

setting up a successful group gave me more credibility within the 

animal rights scene, more so than I had before which then kind of 

then you know, I started spending more time up in [city] with animal 

rights activists here. And was more involved in communication at 

the time cause at the time we had a national grass roots coalition 



14 
 

um, which we shared resources and we organised campaigns 

together and actions together and support actions and things 

00:27:29 

Int. So what about um you told me a little bit about vandalism type 

actions 

Tim Yep 

Int. Can you elaborate on that a little? You said that you often felt a lot 

of anger after witnessing what went on in factory farms that you had 

to vandalise something to vent that anger. Can you elaborate on 

those emotions? 

Tim Um I mean the first time I was ever actually in a factory farm like, 

like you know, we, when we first started trying to investigate factory 

farms just you know, me and my partner and maybe a friend or two, 

like we didn’t really know how to get inside very often. So for us it 

was mostly just about getting used to being out at night, creeping 

around and understanding the layout of factory farms and like, 

getting a feel for that sort of thing. But the first time I was actually 

inside of one 

00:28:35 

 um other than, I mean there’s video footage of it, it was with [name 

of activist] um, over on Easter Sunday um in 2001 in [city]. Um it 

made the news because we, like we were having an animal rights 

conference down in [city] and on the last day of the conference we 

decided to go and have a protest at a battery hen farm. And we 

were actually really surprised that there were no police there. Ah 

because the police had been you know, monitoring us through the 

whole weekend. And you know there was that spy who like was 
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involved in animal rights activism was there as well handing out 

information to them 

00:29:38 

 You know so he was at this conference, that guy was at this 

conference anyway and he was, he was actually exciting extra 

paranoia amongst everybody. Saying you know like, he would 

organise us to go for a walk and then the police would be there and 

he’s like, oh my god somebody must have told them we were there 

and so we were paranoid. But it turned out it was probably him. But 

he had that whole, that was kind of what he did a lot was was 

making people super paranoid. But anyway that’s kind of a side 

issue because what ended up, you know, we went to this factory 

farm for our protest with you know, all of the big animal rights 

activists from New Zealand and some from Australia and some 

from Hawaii who had come for this and yet, there were no police 

and like even the farmer didn’t expect us, there was only one or two 

people on this whole property 

00:30:35 

 So those of us who kind of you know, I think I’ve already, oh no I 

hadn’t been arrested yet at that time but people had already kind of 

given me some credibility. You know like they were willing to kind of 

plot with me and we started saying you know, this is a golden 

opportunity to just go on to this farm, have a look and, so me and 

[name of activist] and a few others, we made our way into a shed 

which, they were all open because it was you know, during the day. 

Um, but it was the first time I’d actually been inside myself outside 

of just seeing things and videos. But it was I mean I cried when I 

was first in there, I mean it’s it was um you know, this huge long 
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shed as far as I could see with just cages stacked up and just all 

these chickens stuck in there sort of thing 

00:31:31 

 It was kind of at a time like, the farms have improved, at least in 

their appearance from back then because back then they didn’t 

have to remove the um, manure out so the cages were probably 

about like a couple feet off the floor and underneath was the 

manure piled up from maybe eighteen months or so to the point 

where it was actually touching the bottom of the cage. Um and it 

was an awful sight you know, just seeing seeing the birds in such 

awful condition. De-feathered and pinkness on their bodies and de-

beaked and their feet all deformed, some of them infected because 

the manure had made it up to the cage. And we even found kittens, 

we even found a kitten on this farm trapped in the manure, I mean it 

was just like, it was shocking 

00:32:29 

 Um and then [name of activist] um, I mean at that time [name of 

activist], her whole big thing was open rescues, so she just opened 

up a cage and pulled a chicken out and I was like, cool. Actually 

I’ve got a slightly funny story about that as well, I don’t know if you 

want me 

Int. Yeah yeah 

Tim But um she you know, she did her spiel, I was into the ALF thing so 

I had a balaclava on and she didn’t quite want that on the video 

camera and I kind of realised it was kind of a clash with what she 

was going on with. But um she took out all of these like, several 

hens and I was like, what are we gonna do now. So I took off my 

shirt, I took off my balaclava cause I realised it was silly at that time 
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and I just put two chickens in my jersey that I’d taken off and she 

had taken two more and had them in somewhere just to keep them 

safe. And um and then we just 

00:33:32 

 you know she did her whole spiel on her video camera about it all 

and then we went, went to, you know we just took the first side 

road, like exit we could see from the farm, and as we got there one 

of the animal rights activists, just pulled up their car and we were 

like, we gotta get in your car. So we got in the car with these four 

chickens and then [name of activist] is like, we have to go get some 

more chickens but someone had to stay with the chickens so I had 

to stay in this car right next to this golf course just that was like you 

know, which connected onto this major highway, the middle of the 

day, with these four chickens. They were in t-shirts but or hoodies 

and stuff they weren’t that like their heads just kept popping up like 

this. And kind of like you know, [imitates chicken noise], and I had 

to squeeze their heads back into the shirt cause once they’re 

covered, they’re quiet 

00:34:36 

 But then they get their heads out and then there’s all these golfers 

there and I was there probably for half an hour as people kept 

bringing more chickens to me. And then I ended by myself with a lot 

of chickens in this car trying to hide them from golfers. And then a 

police car pulled into the road and drove up, drove right behind me, 

like did a U-turn right behind me and I was like, shoot but then it 

kind of just went back onto the road over to where the protest was 

and didn’t even think. Cause it turns out, the police didn’t actually 

realise that we had taken chickens until it was on the news that 

night. But um yeah, I was really nervous trying to hide, but at the 
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same time yeah, it was kind of funny. But um, I mean that’s, but 

anyway that’s how I’d often feel you know, I’d go into a factory farm 

um, 

00:35:31 

 I would see these conditions and you know, like even if, I mean one 

of the things we’d never do if we were actually doing a liberation at 

those times, was we would never do vandalism and a liberation at 

the same time at all. Um, unless it was, unless you emptied a cage 

and then broke a cage that couldn’t be used again that sort of thing. 

But um but you know like when we were going to these farms and 

investigating things and just getting used to it, we were just learning 

how to get inside and having a look around and seeing these 

chickens and kind of like being able to look over these, chickens 

are easier but you know, even going to pig farms and looking at the 

eyes of the pigs there and realising that we couldn’t take any. Like 

we couldn’t rescue any because we had nowhere to take them and 

we just, we didn’t have the resources 

00:36:34 

 to do anything with them you know, when we were in [city] and it 

was just, just a few of us and we didn’t know anybody who had a 

farm who could look after them if we took them or anything like that. 

And it was just really, it was just heart breaking to just be there, see 

it and not be able to do anything about it and like it was a step 

beyond just seeing it on TV and, it was actually being there 

physically and seeing the state of the, of the animals and the 

suffering they were in, and the sores on the pigs backs or the pink 

raw parts of the chickens necks and things like that. Um and just 

not being able to do anything about it. Um and it just you know, we, 

you know it just drove us to you know, at least get a sense that we 
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had done something um, even if it was as disconnected as 

breaking the window of a butcher shop 

00:37:34 

 Which we could cognitively create a connection saying, well we’re 

costing the butcher money or he has to pay more insurance now or 

this or that. But it wasn’t actually saving any, it wasn’t actually doing 

anything beneficial for animals it was just kind of you know, it was 

just kind of what we did at the time 

Int. Do you think it helped you deal with it at all? 

Tim  I don’t know. I mean like, it was an angry action and I don’t think 

angry actions really dissipate anger. Um you know I mean like, I 

think when you carry out an action out of anger, I think you just feed 

more anger. Um and I think it just kind of perpetuated what we were 

doing. I mean it’s not like, you know, I mean nine butcher shops in 

one day, clearly if it was about dissipating anger, we would’ve you 

know, been less angry 

00:38:35 

 um after the first, but it was just kind of you know, um it was just, 

yeah I don’t know. But I mean, after being arrested is when I just 

kind of thought that you know, I’m happy to be arrested for animal 

rights if it’s something intelligently done, that was kind of when for 

the most part I said, you know, not interested in these minor kind of, 

like minor inconsequential acts of vandalism 

Int. So from there you moved, there was a bit of a development 

happening? 

Tim Yeah and the thing is, it could have gone two ways um, because for 

me, like there were two things that I started thinking about. One, 
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was that you know I didn’t wanna be involved in petty vandalism 

that had no real consequence 

00:39:31 

 for the animals. Um so I started thinking you know, that was when I 

started doing media more often for animal rights groups, being a 

face for grass roots. Um it was when I started organising more 

disruptive protests like lock-ons where we, we organised someone 

locking on to, locking on to a sow crate in a factory farm and at 

these bigger conference protests, and just being disruptive in that 

way. Um and also trying to, you know, we also started kind of 

thinking wider and we started having vegan potlucks in [city] which 

actually, it created this whole you know, you know we started 

thinking about how to introduce people to veganism. And we 

started printing out more fliers and having more info stalls and 

things like that at punk rock shows or just in the street or you know, 

so we started doing that. 

00:40:31 

 And I started being more, started thinking more about the fact that 

you know, for the most part, if I want to be arrested for something I 

feel like it would be much better to be arrested for ah larger 

liberations and stuff like that. So I started being more involved with 

um with a friend of mine who had that kind of inclination and we 

started doing that sort of thing. But at the same time like, what I 

mean when I say it could’ve gone another way was, I started also 

thinking you know and looking at overseas examples of larger 

actions where people were actually burning things down. Um and I 

started contemplating things like that. Um you know, what were the 

practicalities of it? What could we actually do that would be you 

know, big, make a big impact, not risk the lives of either of anybody 
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but cost the industry money, prevent animals being killed and 

things like that 

00:41:35 

 And although we never really you know, obviously as history shows 

we never went through with any of that but our, our provocateur, 

mister ah [police informant], I had a meeting with him once and he 

was trying to explain to me how to burn down a specific place. I 

mean I assumed that he probably saved records of that 

conversation but ah but you know. Cause I had, I trusted him at the 

time and I actually did ask you know, if I were to do, you know, 

theoretically, if I were to burn this place down you know, um how 

would I do it. I mean all of the information he gave me was 

information that like would’ve gotten me arrested if I had followed 

through with his plan. But I didn’t, I mean obviously I didn’t do it but 

it was you know, I guess it was a turning point in my animal rights 

activism to a degree where 

00:42:40 

 You know, I wasn’t, at the time I wasn’t all that happy in life in 

general, I would’ve at the time probably been quite you know, part 

of my life plan at the time was to do something so stupid that I 

would go to prison, not that I would think so stupid but something 

big that would send me to prison for a period of time after which I 

could get out and focus then, I figured, I’m young enough, I could 

go to prison for a few years, come out and then spend my time 

being a office animal rights activist or a press release person or 

something like that. Or go live on a commune with my other idea of 

like what I would do but I didn’t, I didn’t. But you know we were 

watching a lot of videos about ALF overseas and the way that 
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activists had done things and it was something that, that did start a 

number of us thinking about escalating in that way 

00:43:38 

 But instead we escalated in a different way, we escalated in 

liberations and forming structures for that and educating people and 

creating a community type feeling 

Int. Are you comfortable talking about the larger animal liberations that 

you’ve been involved in? 

Tim Um yeah I mean 

Int. You don’t have to describe any specific events, just talk about what 

you were experiencing, what you were feeling at the time 

00:44:30 

Tim Yeah I guess part of it’s difficult for me to talk about I think. Um just 

in the sense that like yeah, there’s a lot of life involved in things that 

happened um and that makes it a bit complicated but yeah like 

[animal rights organisation] started getting a little bit more 

organised and we started focusing more on expanding more on 

what we could do so creating networks of people who could 

actually take animals. Um you know, this is in the early 2000 when, 

like, animal rights at the time like, at the time, yeah, it was an 

interesting culture at the time because at that time [animal welfare 

organisation] didn’t really like the grass roots at all um, but they 

also didn’t really you know, they didn’t do much 

00:45:36 

 And most of the footage was coming from us so there was this 

tension. And then on the other end of the spectrum you had a 
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group that was, they’re still around now and they have at least as 

much money as [animal welfare organisation] except they had 

some internal political problems. Um [animal welfare organisation] 

and this other group have been rivals since like the seventies, 

[animal welfare organisation] survived, this other groups’ still there 

but hardly surviving. But um you know, it was an interesting kind of 

culture. So the grass roots had to do our own networking um, which 

was tough because grass roots isn’t, we don’t often have or we 

didn’t often have that wide access to people at the time. So we had 

to do you know, we started doing regular stalls in [street name] just 

to meet people who might have farms or might be lawyers. And we 

did start to develop this database 

00:46:31 

 Um and what that meant was that under the guise of the ALF, we 

could go and start rescuing you know, like we, this one summer we 

had planned what we called, the summer of freedom, where we 

were going to just do like large scale liberations all around the 

country. And we did a bunch of them but we didn’t do all of them 

because we, you know, it was a bit stressful 

Int. Why was it stressful? 

Tim Um like it’s, I hate doing, like I hate doing things like this, like of 

doing liberations, I actually hate doing vandalism and stuff. Um 

because I just, like you, it’s not a relaxing experience. You know, 

it’s like, like you’re breaking into a spot, like you have, and 

especially back when we were all under the guise of the ALF 

00:47:33 

 it wasn’t open rescue so we weren’t being open about it you know. 

Which meant that we were being paranoid at all times, is someone 
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following us? Are our phones tapped, you know? We were certain 

someone probably was an informant, we just didn’t realise that it 

was this one character. Although he wasn’t involved in any of this 

sort of stuff but you know, that creates a constant stress when 

you’re doing something like that. Um you know like when we would 

organise mass protests for a week at a animal vivisection 

conference and our whole attitude was disrupt everything about it, 

then you’re just constantly paranoid that the police will raid where 

you’re staying or, it’s just stressful being involved in in that kind of 

activism. Um especially if you’re doing you know, trying to be 

anonymous about it 

00:48:36 

 And trying to be on a farm for like an hour, two hours while you try 

and get as many animals as you can and transport them in the 

night without being heard and then transport them to a safe place. I 

started spending a lot of weekends up in [city] with with my friend 

um, has anyone mentioned [name] to you? 

Int. No 

Tim No, ok. You wouldn’t be able to interview her, she died. She was 

one of my best friends at the time and her and I would just go and 

do liberations all the time. um it was just kind of what we started to 

do instead of breaking things, we stopped breaking you know, 

stopped any vandalism. So she was up in [city] and we would go 

and like you know at night, because it was just two of us we’d 

maybe get five or six, nine hens a night 

00:49:37 

 And then she’d keep them in her bathroom and her house at the 

time was like connected with her parents’ house, and we had to try 
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and keep these chickens quiet so that her parents wouldn’t find out 

and that sort of thing. And then get them off to a safe house and 

things like that so there were you know, there were all sorts of 

things that were stressful about it and it was never, it was never a 

pleasant experience. And like, you know like I said before, that 

when we would go and we would go into a farm but we weren’t able 

to take any, it was actually worse feeling when you had to take, 

when you had to randomly pick who you took. And it was kind of 

like, this chickens’ now gonna have a life and the one beside it you 

just can’t take 

00:50:29 

Int. So was the issue why you couldn’t take all the chickens, the scale 

of the factory farm? 

Tim Well yeah, I mean the biggest liberation I’ve been involved with 

took one hundred and eleven chickens. Um and that was an open 

rescue. Um and that’s hardly a dent to a single shed. I mean in 

some of the sheds um, I remember reading years ago and I don’t 

know if this number is still accurate but they were saying there’s like 

two hundred and fifty thousand chickens in large scale broiler 

sheds. And I mean you’ve got, like in a factory egg farm you know, 

there’s just, there’s just rows upon rows of cages especially these 

newer ones where they can be stacked like nine high at times. And 

each cage will have seven chickens. So you’ve got just like this 

huge shed that you can’t, you can hardly see the end of and it’s 

probably like you know, five six seven eight rows wide 

00:51:34 

 and stacked nine high. So you know, you’re taking one hundred 

and eleven chickens from there. A farmer never even knows it’s 
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happened because it’s not a dent you know and you just, it would 

just be impossible to actually empty a shed. Um so you have to pick 

and choose. Which is why I stopped going in to farms and like I 

would be involved in a, I was like, I just can’t cope with that. So I 

started taking on the even more stressful job of staying outside 

Int. So like a look out? 

Tim As a look out, yeah. Which I hate that job more than anything but I 

don’t wanna be inside because I can’t cope with it anymore. So I 

would you know, if I’m ever involved now, which is, I’m usually too 

busy these days but you know, whenever I am involved in an open 

rescue, I’m not inside 

00:52:33 

 I’m outside you know. And that’s the most stressful because every 

sound is somebody, every light is a flashlight and you know, it’s not 

but it’s what you kind of fear. And you’re there, you don’t know 

what’s going on inside and you’re there for like an hour, two hours 

in the cold. So I hate doing stuff like that. You know like um, this 

year I went down ah with open rescue and a few other groups to 

um [city] where we carried out that blockade protest where we 

blockaded the entrance. Um, you know, and I didn’t, I didn’t wanna 

be involved at all but I just you know, I just feel like I have to be 

because like, I have the experience, I have the knowledge, I have 

the skills and I do feel that somebody has to do these things 

00:53:34 

 Um, but I hated it you know. It was like, I hate dealing with hippies, I 

hate dealing with early mornings and I hate having to be the person 

talking to the police and like, I just, I don’t like it at all but. But yeah, 

you know 
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Int. You said you feel somebody had to do it. Can you describe that 

emotion? 

Tim Um well it’s just like I don’t know, I had a gap in my involvement in 

animal rights activism. You know I actually lived in a monastery for 

seven years in between and um, kind of during that time, and kind 

of as I was exiting that kind of, the monastery, I was starting to think 

more about what form my activism would take again 

00:54:39 

 And you know I started focusing more on community building and 

stuff like that. But you know like, I left the monastery, I came out 

and I went to my first animal rights conference again and I realised 

that there was no grass roots movement any more. That there were 

no people any more doing blockades. There was you know, there 

were a couple groups that were trying to do stuff but there was so 

much in-fighting now that nothing really worked that well. Um and 

you know, I kind of, I started calling myself a freelance animal rights 

activist where I’d lend my services to wherever. Partly because I 

saw like the animal, most of the people involved now, weren’t the 

people involved when I was involved. Um you know, a lot of the 

people who were involved when I was involved, I don’t know, the 

animal rights movement is crazy and 

00:55:33 

 there were lots of like, some people left the country, some people 

were chased out of this movement because of you know, um, you 

know, activist movements always end up with people who have um, 

sexual assaults situations. It’s just part of the grass roots thing for 

some reason. So a number of people were chased away. Some 

good friends of mine turned out you know, were um yeah, not being 
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that pleasant to other people. Um, [name] died, [name] turned out 

to be a police officer and this whole grass roots movement was 

gone and there was no real influence of it anymore. Um and I did 

feel a sense that um, that there was only a few of us who were 

linked back to that time and who had the skills of dealing with police 

in intense situations of carrying out lock-on’s for animal rights and 

dealing with the consequences and 

00:56:37 

 understanding the laws of trespass or unlawfully in a building or 

things like that. And I just kind of felt that you know, I had to lend 

my services in animal rights in that way. Um because nobody else 

would or could in some cases, or had the skills to do some of the 

things um you know. Especially like being police liaison um for a 

protest like this in [city] which was my job down there, there’s hardly 

anybody who understands the laws and has interpersonal skills that 

are, and the experience of how police react to different things to 

actually carry out that job. Um how to give enough information but 

not too much 

00:57:32 

 Um and so I kind of got, half I felt I had to, half other people said we 

really need you to do this. Um yeah, but I didn’t want to. Even the 

night before we flew down, I think you met my wife, this was her 

first kind of involvement in such a large scale long planned protest 

and I was like, I don’t wanna go down, this is gonna suck so much. 

But yeah, I don’t know 

Int. Ok. Do you wanna talk about the system a little bit? Um, just how 

you view the system? 

Tim Which system? 
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Int. Legal system or government system. Whatever system you wanna 

talk about 

00:58:27 

Tim Um I mean like in terms of legal system, in terms of my involvement 

as an activist who’s been arrested a number of times? Um, so I’ve 

been arrested a number of times but only have one animal rights 

related conviction which was for the vandalism in [city]. Um even 

then we managed to organise a deal where they dropped most of 

the charges. Um yeah I mean the legal system isn’t set up to cope 

with intelligent people who purposefully break the law and know 

how to work it. Um it’s just not set up for that. Police don’t 

understand people who are intelligent. Um they assume everyone 

who breaks the law is dumb. Um I mean like when I got arrested 

that first time, had my house raided, the police were just, they were 

really stupid 

00:59:31 

 And they expected us to be really stupid. And they you know, they 

started asking us questions, we were like, you just told us we don’t 

have to provide any information, so we’re just gonna say no 

comment to every question you say from this point on. And they, it 

just angered them and they just couldn’t work with that you know, 

because, and they tried using this whole, well we just called your 

girlfriend’s mum and she’s really angry. You know, if you said that 

you did it we’d let her go free and I was like, clearly that’s a lie. Um 

the police always, every time you get arrested for an animal rights 

protest, the police has a daughter who’s a vegetarian so he 

understands you know. Um and the thing, the other thing that 

police, and the police are really angry. 
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01:00:34 

 Like it’s just what they do um, but I’m a calm person. Like I you 

know, the police would start getting angry and I’d be like, hey calm 

down you know, let’s take some deep breaths, maybe cut down on 

the caffeine, which angered them more but they were just being like 

that because it works for them in situations where people are 

scared and dumb and don’t know their rights which is, I don’t think 

the police, you know from my experience of going through the 

whole process of a defendant hearing, the, I’d say probably ninety 

percent of cases where an activist has gone to court to defendant 

hearing they are always found, you know ninety percent of the time, 

found not guilty. Just because from my experience the police 

actually do not know how to defend against somebody who is 

denying that they’ve done something  

01:01:34 

 They rely, from my experience on people just being too scared and 

saying, yeah I did it, can I have diversion or something along those 

lines. Um because it’s just, all of the cases, all of the times I’ve 

gone to court for animal or for activism, animal rights activism or 

other activism ah, the prosecution is just ridiculous. The police take 

the stand and their stories are seldom really relate to the reality but 

also aren’t believed by the judge. Half the time they lose, like there 

were a number of arrests where we were going preparing for a 

defendant hearing and then the police lost our files. Um or they, 

you know, they’d, like one time I got arrested outside of a fur shop 

in [city] for playing a drum. Um, and I was like that’s not, they 

arrested me for disorderly conduct even though the protest had 

happened an hour before they arrested me, we had stopped 

01:02:38 
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 And I was banned from [street] as part of my bail conditions for an 

entire year before the police realised that the case wasn’t, they 

weren’t gonna win and they dropped the charges you know. So it’s 

yeah, it’s, I can’t take them seriously. Which is partly why I think I’m 

good at being a police liaison at a protest because I know not to 

take them so seriously um, but yeah they just, I don’t know. But in 

terms of I guess the wider legal system ah you know, in terms of 

the government policies, the government regulation of animal 

welfare, it’s, I mean animal welfare acts is usually, I mean it’s 

usually penned by the Minister of Agriculture 

01:03:32 

 whose job it is to make sure that we make money from our animal 

products so I mean it’s clearly a joke. But even within that 

legislation you know, the Animal Welfare Act says animals have the 

right to you know, be able to, I can’t remember the exact words but 

it’s along the lines of express natural patterns of behaviour. Which 

they can’t do and so the government has made these um, codes of 

welfare which are kind of supplementary to the law which allows 

certain industries to go outside of that prerequisite of you know, 

allowing animals to display their natural patterns of behaviour. But 

even if you know, and it’s been tested, [animal rights organisation] 

have gone into farms, shown a farm that is breaching the code of 

welfare um, breaching the act, and breaching the code of welfare 

for layer hens. And the government says, well we actually can’t 

prosecute them because this um code of welfare isn’t actually 

binding, it’s just a guide 

01:04:36 

 So it’s just, there’s an impotent, there is no real animal welfare act 

in New Zealand, there’s no prosecutions of any substantial nature 
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for somebody who’s you know, neglected, abused or for any of the 

animal abuse industries or anything like that. That’s why people are 

like, well we’ve been campaigning against factory farming like, I’ve 

been involved in campaigns against factory farming for over fifteen 

years and we’re really no closer to stopping that. So why would we 

not take you know, illegal activities to at least save the world for 

one hen you know, or one pig, or goat. My favourite liberation I was 

involved with was goats cause goats are cute  

01:05:30 

 Like I didn’t, like I said I don’t go into the sheds but um when I was 

helping to carry a goat and it was just nuzzling up into my neck and 

I was like, awww guess it was worth it today 

Int. What kind of farm was that? 

Tim I don’t know entirely. It was an indoor factory farm that was 

breeding goats. I guess there is to a certain degree, a halal goat 

industry in New Zealand and there’s also I guess a dairy, goat 

dairy, but I don’t know, I don’t know if anybody really found out. We 

just knew that you know, there’s a, it was, you know, these goats 

weren’t outside you know, they were packed into kind of, you know, 

enclosures you know. They were either destined, I mean either 

way, they’re destined for death because even you know, in New 

Zealand fifty percent of our dairy, of our beef, comes from dairy 

cows 

01:06:33 

 So I mean like the industries don’t care about the animals, they just 

care about profits and if the profits mean that you kill a dairy 

producing animal once it decreases its production, I mean there’s 

no money in keeping it alive because you have to feed it, keep it 
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healthy. So they just kill them. So you know, I don’t know what it 

was, but I know that we, that the goat would have been killed 

eventually. Which is the thing about liberations. No matter what, 

you know, you rescue a layer hen and you’re saving it from death 

and extending its life quite a lot, it’s different when you rescue a 

broiler hen um because broiler hens have been bred to only live for 

a short period of time. I’ve only seen one broiler hen survive long 

term and it was a runt, it was the smallest in the flock 

01:07:31 

 And um, and I mean it’s massive, it’s like, it’s huge, its feathers 

barely can cover its body and it waddles around. Because they’re 

engineered to grow so fast, not engineered but selectively bred, to 

grow so fast that their bones can’t keep up with them and their 

heart can’t keep up with the muscle mass and fat mass that they 

produce. This one is hilarious. There’s also a turkey that we 

rescued which um spent most of its growing up with dogs. The 

turkey’s name is Tofu. Tofu died recently but had lived a long life 

um and Tofu thought that she was a dog. She played with the dogs 

and would run with the dogs. And whenever someone would come 

to see, like to the place where she was living, um to see the 

animals, she, like the dogs would come barking and she would 

come like, honking or whatever a turkey does, gargling 

01:08:35 

 But then she would come rub her neck up against you and leg like 

a dog would and stuff like that. You know and that’s when I’m 

happy to be involved. My favourite part of liberations is always 

when you get to the farm that they’re going to be living at, you 

know, the sanctuary and you know, you’re taking them out one at a 

time and then you get to see them for the first time when they touch 
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grass and they experience the cold air and you know, like, their feet 

don’t know what to do with the grass. Like when they’re first walking 

it’s like, it’s like they think it’s you know, it’s like it’s some weird 

sticky thing that they want to avoid with their feet at first because 

it’s so foreign to them. Um but that’s, that’s I guess, the satisfying 

part for sure yeah, is that point 

01:09:34 

Int. How do you see yourself in the future? In that role? 

Tim Um I don’t know, I feel like, like I’m saying no more and more um, 

when people ask if I wanna be involved. Partly because I’m just too 

busy um, partly because, like I just hate doing it. like, I guess, 

cause when I’m doing it I never think of the nice parts of doing it or 

when I’m asked I think, you want me to stand outside in the middle 

of the night by myself, in the cold, I’m probably gonna have to go 

pee at some point and I won’t be able to cause I will be nervous 

about missing something or you know like, it’s stressful. Every now 

and then, I’ll say yes without thinking but I don’t know, I don’t know 

where I’ll, what my involvement will be 

01:10:30 

 as time goes on. Like I feel less at home in the animal rights 

movement than I did when there was an active grass roots 

movement. Um I just don’t really you know, like the last animal 

rights conference I went to, and you know it’s not a criticism of 

anybody, it’s just where I feel comfortable, but it was mostly like, 

forty, fifty year old women who were really involved in their 

community um, vegan group and vegetarian group. Which is really 

cool but it’s just not the animal rights movement that I was part of 

where our conferences which were you know, it was all about 
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campaigns, thinking about how we can disrupt industries, thinking 

about how we could get you know, the government to, you know, 

ban factory farming or act seriously thinking about how we could 

get more people submitting on issues. And also just young, like not 

younger but there was that fresh kind of youthful energy behind it 

and that kind of like innovativeness 

01:11:40 

 of like, like, what can we do next, how can we do it and that’s just, 

it’s not there anymore. And every time it tries to pop up like, there’s 

just too much in-fighting that it just kind of, just disappears quite 

quickly. You know there’s a few things that you know, cause I hate 

protest as well. Like, I don’t know, I hate holding a sign, I hate 

chanting anything. I um you know, I just kind of like, cause I just, I 

don’t know, I just, I feel like it’s not doing anything. It’s hard to be 

involved with that for so long and you know, like there’s a couple 

activists I know who just never seem to burn out and not just not 

burn out, because like there’s a lot of activists I know who 

01:12:38 

 are old and been involved in it a long time but they’re all quite 

cynical but they still do stuff and they’re still stoked when things 

happen. But there’s a couple old activists I know who just never get 

sick of having a megaphone in their hand. And it just, I feel bad 

because to me they’re, I see them as being satire because like you 

know, just cause it’s like, you’ve been yelling, like I’ve known you 

since 98 and you’ve been chanting the same thing and you’re no 

closer to your objective than you were then. And you know, you’re, 

yeah it’s just kind of like, something’s not working but you haven’t 

realised that it’s not you know. Especially if it’s a person who hasn’t 



36 
 

also looked at more innovative ways to carry out their activism or 

their stride for social justice 

01:13:35 

 So I mean like one, I don’t know if it’s related so much to the 

question as such but one you know, when my friend [name] died 

and I was still in a monastery um, it made me start to think again 

about you know, like acknowledge, remember again, and focus 

even more, not that I ever lost focus, but just kind of think more 

about my social justice side of things but you know, wider than 

animal rights and animal liberation but just in general. And I just you 

know, that’s, for me, I’m interested more now in concepts of 

community building and concepts of like, personal empowerment 

and that sort of thing which is kind of where I think my activism is 

going to lead me. Or at least where I’m heading towards 

01:14:30 

 with where my social justice is going to manifest. Um you know, I 

still go to protests but I’m like the cynic who’s you know, had 

enough of megaphones and of banners and placards and you 

know. And I still help out with liberations if nobody else can or if I 

need to but I’m just not as involved. I don’t wanna get arrested 

again, I’ve had my seven years since my last conviction, or over 

seven years so it means I have my clean slate so it’s easier for me 

to you know, I’m working on my nursing degree so I can get 

registered whereas if I got another conviction, I’d have to explain 

that to get registered and things like that. I’ve been arrested in 

those seven years but never convicted cause they were just, the 

police being stupid. But yeah so I don’t know, like it’s, it’s not, like 

my future isn’t in you know, it’s no longer the aim that I had when I 

was 
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01:15:32 

 you know, nineteen and twenty, of being arrested and put in prison 

for years and coming out and being able to you know, I’m not 

interested in that at all anymore. 

Int. Do you feel that like, in terms of your motivations, especially maybe 

earlier when you were involved more actively in animal liberation 

activities, in the times when you were arrested and convicted, do 

you think there was any difference between you and your 

motivation and someone else who was convicted of say, vandalism, 

because they just did it for the fun of it? But you were grouped in 

the same category 

Tim In the same category, it’s funny you say that actually cause um, 

about a week after our arrest hit the headlines in [city] newspaper 

01:16:32 

 Um there was this spade of vandalism that happened like at some 

apartment complex. And um, and the newspaper was asking 

whether they thought that it was us but I mean, it obviously wasn’t. 

It obviously wasn’t because it was just you know, some, there was 

no thought behind the reasons why the people were doing it. Um, 

so I don’t know, I don’t think that necessarily legitimises, I actually 

am a big fan of illegal street art, ah in all forms and I don’t, you 

know, I don’t mind that people tag things. I think it looks better than 

the concrete around us anyway. But I think, there is different 

motivations behind people who are just doing it you know, just to, I 

don’t know, like I see people just going around with markers 

01:17:31 
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just scribbling on stuff, and their motivation in one sense is different 

than my motivation was in spray painting a butcher shop. I wanted 

to cause the butcher losses and I wanted them to know why I was 

doing it. But I mean at the same time, I think there probably were 

similarities in the sense that, I have no doubt that part of me was 

doing stuff like that um, to create an image for myself. Um to kind of 

you know, show off to people that I was serious you know, you 

know the people involved, that I was you know, which I think that 

some people who do their scribbles are also trying to make a name 

for themselves and that sort of thing. There’s a difference but I can 

understand that there is some you know, that maybe some part has 

some similarity 

01:18:3 

Int.   How do you view the system that continues exploitation of animals? 

Tim I mean it’s, in New Zealand most of the system is kind of structured, 

the farmers system is structured under the industry body so for the 

eggs, you have the egg producers’ federation and it’s a, it’s a 

structure that gives farmers votes but part of the votes is based on 

their productivity and the amount of chickens and farms they own 

and things like that. Um and that is part of the, that is the, like that 

body actually according to some of the newer laws, has its own 

rights to infiltrate and spy on activist groups 

01:19:42 

 It’s, what was the act? It was the surveillance act that came out 

recently um, I can’t remember what it was called but it allowed the 

pork producers, the pork board, the beef and lamb board, egg 

producers’ federation, um the dairy industry, I can’t remember what 

the board is. But it allowed them the right to actually carry out 
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electronic surveillance of activists. In fact, you know, several of my 

friends have found tracking devices on their cars which have been 

suspected to have been placed there by, they weren’t police ones, 

they were private investigators who were suspected to have placed 

them you know 

01:20:35 

 on behalf of these industries. Um and those are the industries who 

actually influence the government policies and decisions on things 

like, there are some internal documents that were leaked about the 

pork boards’ trying to force the you know, stalling or stopping the 

ban of sow crates um, because they don’t want that you know. 

They don’t want to do that. Even though it’s not the largest practice 

or like, you know, the egg producers’ industry, they don’t wanna 

ban cages so they wanna go for this colony cage thing instead of, 

you know, um, like they are the ones who call the shots. Animal 

rights activists in comparison, have no real um you know, like we’ve 

done a bit to change public opinion on things. Not so much public 

shopping habits 

01:21:34 

 Although veganism is much more mainstream than when I first 

went vegan where it was hard to you know, there weren’t that many 

vegan options around. You know like you wouldn’t find, like Hells 

pizza now has corn or something and like you know, there’s a 

number of places, the California Burrito has like fake cheese and 

everything and fake chicken, and that’s quite big in comparison to 

what it was like years ago. But animal rights activists, we’ve never 

been able to have an influence really in government policies 

especially, mind you, the grassroots never really had that aim so 

much, although we did try and get those submissions going and 



40 
 

had the um, you know, a petition to have a referendum and stuff. 

But the industries, they have the money so that whole system just 

kind of you know, they’re the giants and we’re kind of like 

01:22:35 

 doing what we can to just kind of keep them on their toes. And they 

are I mean, like the industries, I mean clearly by the fact that the 

industry is willing to spy on us or um, like if you look at um, the 

head of the pork board now, he spent so much money over the last 

decade being trained on doing PR. Because after we did some like, 

release some footage back in early 2000’s of a pig farm, he was on 

TV um, and he lost his cool. Like, he had this vein popping out of 

his head and like, and he just lost it and everybody who watched it 

you know. [TV presenter] was interviewing him and it was [name of 

activist] on the animal welfare side who was working for the [animal 

welfare organisation] at the time and um, he was in his [animal 

welfare organisation] uniform, and [name of activist] you know, was 

just keeping it cool 

01:23:40 

 And [TV presenter] was drilling both of them but [name of activist] 

could keep it cool and this pork board dude just lost it you know. 

Face red, vein and like, now when you watch him, he’s got the 

skills. Like he’s actually spent, my understanding is, they actually 

spent and I think that someone pointed out that you can look at 

their spending because they’re like a public body or some sort. 

They actually did spend a large amount of money on PR and a lot 

of that went to training him to actually be able to debate in public. 

And he can now do that. He still says really stupid stuff but it still 

gets picked up and bought by people you know. Whereas we, you 

know, [name of activist] doesn’t have, personally, I think it’s time for 
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him to step aside from his public role, but he doesn’t have the 

money to go into training him to debate better 

01:24:37 

 He does a good job but he doesn’t have that money to kind of do 

what this other guy has 

Int. So from where you’re at now, what message would you wanna give 

to the world. I know it’s a big question but from your perspective 

and role as an animal activist 

Tim I don’t know, I just wish people would think and act more I guess 

cause I just don’t see it. But I don’t see it even in the animal rights 

movement in one sense like, in the sense that like, people draw 

their lines in the sand in a certain way and are like, I’m willing to 

deal with this or oppose this, or change this, but not look wide 

01:26:02 

 And I don’t know if that’s a message but it’s just what I you know, 

it’s what I hate about the world I guess, is that people are willing to 

continue in ignorance and like willing to be apathetic and willing to 

just be inactive and ignore the stuff that they see you know. 

Whether it’s wider or on their own personal thing. You know like 

there are these vegan pages on the Internet, on Facebook, and I 

find them the most fascinating places in the world, where people 

have the stupidest arguments and they like, they actually have no 

sense of like, their motivation isn’t love at all, it’s just kind of like this 

new form of you know, this new sense of superiority. Which like, 

when I tell someone that I’m a vegan half the time, cause I’m 

mixing in circles of people who aren’t vegans, and you know, when 

you’re the other, you automatically there’s a sense of 
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01:27:07 

 you know, when you encounter otherness, you’re carrying a sense 

of superiority with you, but that happens in vegan circles, where 

you surround yourself with vegans, others become the meat eaters. 

And it’s kind of like, the response is this kind of superiority response 

you know. It’s like people say, oh what do you eat, you can’t be 

healthy, that’s quite strange. Especially if someone doesn’t know 

I’m vegan they say they’re vegan and I say, oh where do you get 

your protein from? But I say that to like, if, you know, I don’t know if 

you had a read through Melanie Joy’s 

01:28:03 

Int. Yes I have 

Tim I really liked some of her stuff um and some of that is what happens 

when you turn the tables and try and other the carnism or whatever, 

which I do in certain settings but I try to do it in a nice way. But I just 

find that people are just, they’re just, people aren’t nice. Like, even 

vegans aren’t nice. And I guess I just wish that people would start 

realising they weren’t nice and doing something about it. I guess 

that’s yeah 

Int. Thank you for that. I really appreciate your time and the best of luck 

in the future 

Tim Thank you 

01:28:53 

END OF INTERVIEW 

 


