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• The The Enlightenment period in Europe, midway 17th 
Century through to 19th Century, develops an 
epistemological framework founded on Scientific 
Realism and resulted in the creation of a Racial 
Hierarchy.

• It was also a period of massive exploration and 
resulting colonisation of ‘new’ countries. Initially settler 
populations from the UK were looking for new lands and 
discoveries. 

• 1642: New Zealand had its first brief contact with 
Europe through Abel Tasman.

• 1769: Captain James Cook ‘rediscovers’ New Zealand 
and establishes sustained contact.

• Whalers, sealers and traders arrived and set up 
communities with close alliance to Māori.

• Māori began to travel the world and develop trade 
networks.

• 1814: Māori in the Bay of Islands invite missionaries to 
come and educate them in reading and writing.

• Skirmishes between settlers and Māori, intertribal wars 
with new weapons, and fear of French colonisation.

• 1835: 28 October Declaration of Independence. Māori 
tribes sought protection from British Crown.

• 1840: 6 February signing of Treaty of Waitangi. 
Recognised Māori and Pākehā as equal partners. Gave 
rule to the British Crown and provided protection for 
Māori traditional possessions.

• 1852: New Zealand Constitution Act. White minority 
government installed in power.

• 1860: Governor Gore Browne – force of arms to assert 
dominion of Crown.

• 1860: Featherston (politician) asserts belief that Māori 
would ‘decay’. Assimilation policies put into place.

• 1861: Governor Grey introduces partial self-
governance scheme for Māori – rūnanga.

• 1860 - 1864: New Zealand land wars – Māori resist as 
British strategise for more land.

• 1864 Pai Mārire (‘Good and Peaceful’) movement in 
response to Taranaki wars. The objective was to draw 
the tribes together in unity and undermine strength of 
British soldiers. Missionaries were sent out with dried 
head of British soldier. Also known as the Hauhau, the 
cult gained a following of disaffected tribes who resisted 
European domination.

• 1866 Native Lands Act.

•1867 Native Schools Act.

• 1867 Daily Southern Cross report: ‘…the dashing 
“West Coast campaign” of General Chute, which was 
the first real military achievement that taught the Maori 
race that Europeans were not only intellectually but also 
physically their masters’. 

• Mid 1870s colonisation efforts increased to feed the 
Empire - ‘hungry for land’ worldwide. 

• 1870s end of Gold boom many miners leave. Country 
faces economic stagnation.

• Premier Sir Julius Vogel initiates settlement scheme. 
Funds to assist passage to New Zealand and identify 
suitable areas to promote immigrant settlements. 

• There became a demand for more land in New 
Zealand as increased ship loads of settlers arrived. 
Assisted passage was offered to people who were 
considered the ‘right sort’ of settler for the new colony.

• 1875: 5 May large group of new settlers arrives in 
Ōpōtiki.

• 1876: Confiscated lands sold at a public auction in 
Supreme Court to pay for costs of war in Waioeka.

• 1877: Local Council operates in Courthouse – only 
Pākehā were representatives until 1922.

• 1877: Education Act. Disallowed speaking of Te Reo in 
schools and Māori were directed toward manual labour. 
Assimilation was the new government policy. These new 
policies worked as a colonisation of the mind.

• 1879: Geography text book in NZ schools teaches: 
‘Whites form by far the most important race, for they 
have the best laws, the greatest amount of learning, and 
the most excellent knowledge of farming and trade. 
There are five great races of men and of these the white 
race is the highest’.

• 1886: New Zealand Herald. …the Ōpōtiki Road District 
Board does not consider it advisable in the interest of 
the ratepayers to borrow money at present, … and a 
special rate would be a hardship upon settlement, and 
under present circumstances not advisable’.

• 1889: Te Kooti visits Ōpōtiki with upwards of 700 
followers. He worked to bring Māori together to resist 
further land sales.

• The Pākehā population had increased 50,000 % by 
1881. Many Māori populations had suffered through 
land loss, harsh economic environments and various 
illnesses. Many Pākehā writers of the time thought the 
Māori were a dying race and wrote about the Māori 
through a romantic lens of a past time. It was reported in 
the newspaper that ‘Te Kooti passed quietly away on 
Monday night at the turn of the tide (8 pm) at Ohiwa in 
April 1893’.

• Meanwhile there was increased prosperity in the town 
of Ōpōtiki for Pākehā as they being to develop leisure 
activities, set up a local Newspapers and further 
develop roading, town water supplies and sewage 
disposal.

• 1895: BNZ bank assists farmers to shift from Maize to 
dairy farming.

• The Great Depression of the 1930’s shocked New 
Zealand as their reliance on British markets were 
challenged through butter and meat quota restrictions 
imposed on exports. The New Zealand Government 
responded by supporting farmers through mortgage 
relief schemes. This worked to keep farmers on their 
farms, and by thus buttressing the more skilled, better-
established and more affluent farmers, the legislation 
protected land values and allowed continued 
development within the rural sector, even during the 
Depression.

• After WWII there was a large rural to urban drift as 
New Zealanders were looking for work, education 
and other services: education and medical. A shift 
also occurred in government thinking from 
assimilation policies to integration policies. Hence, 
many Māori were assisted into urban areas to work 
in industry.

• Significant also was the United Nations global 
recognition of human rights (1947) with a focus on 
decolonisation from 1967. One consequence was 
the Māori renaissance of the 1970s: language nests, 
political protests, Waitangi tribunal to address 
grievances, taha Māori in schools and Te Reo 
(Māori language) became an official language of 
New Zealand. In New Zealand the Race Relations 
Act of 1971 was actioned to foster and advocate for 
human rights in New Zealand.  The Waitangi 
Tribunal is now New Zealand’s permanent inquiry to 
investigate claims brought by Māori where breaches 
have been made to the Treaty.
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Kia ora Tahukiterangi. Hope things are ka pai in the big 
smoke of Waikato.  Thought I would send you some 
information on your Te Ngāti Ira whakapapa to include in 
your project at school. Māori are originally thought to 
have settled in the area of Ōpōtiki in about 1200 AD. 
Your ancestor Tāwara arrived in Ōpōtiki travelling across 
the sea from Hawaiki– he is your earliest ancestor. 
Whakatōhea are also related through our ancestor 
Muriwai from the Mātaahua Waka landing in Whakatane 
some 800 years ago. She was the daughter of the great 
chief Irakewa. Here is a photo of the spring Tāwara 
found for his pets.

Ōpōtiki-Mai-Tawhiti

After the Pākehā came to New Zealand some tribes in 
the North traded for guns. In 1820 there were intertribal 
musket wars and devastating raids were made on 
Whakatōhea from other Iwi.

In 1834 Piripi Taumatakura and other prisoners arrived 
back from the Bay of Islands and elementary lessons in 
reading scriptures began. A request for Ōpōtiki’s own 
missionary was sent so we could learn more about 
reading and writing.

In 1839 Rev. John Wilson arrived to set up a mission 
station. He purchased a lot of land and we helped build 
him a church.

A few traders and missionaries came at this time to 
settle. We quickly embraced the ‘market economy’ 
establishing orchards, cash crops, livestock, bridges, 
roads and a shipping industry.

On May 27th 1840 a group of British officials arrived and 
many of the Whakatōhea chiefs signed the Treaty of 
Waitangi to gain protection from the Crown and 
encourage more economic development.

In 1858 Hira Te Popo of Ngāti Ira built a successful flour 
mill.

In 1861 the Whakatōhea Council of 70 was first 
established in response to a rūnanga system – idea of 
self-governance proposed by Governor Grey.

In 1862 C. Hunter Brown was sent by the Government 
to explain to us the rūnanga system. However, he was 
also sent to assess our military potential because of 
unrest elsewhere.

There was much concern about enforced land sales of 
other Iwi hence, in 1864, a small contingent was sent to 
support Waikato tribes’ attempts to curb land passing 
into Pākehā hands.

On the 26th of February 1865, on behalf of the Hauhau 
movement, Kereopa brought a colonial soldiers 
shrunken head to Ōpōtiki, looking for support to help 
them resist further land sales. Rev. Carl Volkner had 
been warned not to come back to Ōpōtiki as he was 
believed to be a spy. He returned, and on 2nd March 
1865 Volkner was trialled in rūnanga for being a British 
spy and consequently executed.

On the 5th September, 1865 British troops landed in 
Ōpōtiki. There were several skirmishes with local 
Whakatōhea which resulted in much of our wealth being 
looted, 58 of our people were dead. This was a difficult 
time for us as we were caught up in various battles 
between the colonial government and the resistance 
against land sales led by Te Kooti. Our resources 
became increasingly depleted. Hira Te Popo’s mill was 
destroyed. Ships had been sold off earlier before they 
could be confiscated. Here is a photo I took of the 
signpost to Te Kooti Rd.

Signpost to Te Kooti Rd

In 1870 Whakatōhea as an Iwi surrendered and signed 
an oath of allegiance. However, we were declared 
rebels, and most of our land was confiscated.

Hira Te Popo argued for land on a reservation to 
cultivate and support our people. He was initially 
granted 100 acres. This was immediately planted with 
crops.

Much of the Waioeka farm lands had remained vacant 
during the unrest. After the signing of the oath the land 
was once again opened up for settlement and extended 
further up our valley. Our confiscated lands now became 
available for soldiers and new settlers to purchase.

In rural areas it was difficult to access education. In 
1875 your Tipuna, Hira Te Popo, organised the building 
of a schoolroom and employed a teacher so all children 
could have an education.

At this time our people were described as distinguishing 
themselves through their ‘loyalty, industry and good 
conduct’. They advanced themselves in education, 
farming and helping build the infrastructure of the new 
town.

The Schoolroom built by Hira Te Popo

In 1883 Ngāti Ira were granted land off the flood plains 
at the entrance to the Waioeka gorge. We shifted our 
Marae to a place where we could build houses and plant 
fields that would not be under threat of the Waioeka.

Throughout this period the prophet Te Kooti often came 
back to visit and encourage us in the Ringatū religion. 
He still talked about strategies to resist land sales. To 
thank us for our earlier support he carved a meeting 
house in memory of Muriwai’s son Tane Whirinaki. 

A Native school was opened in 1884. In 1886 the school 
at Waioeka is described by the inspector as: A school of 
the highest class in most respects. Hira Te Popo died in 
October 1889, he was about 60 years old. He had 
received several government appointments in his life 
time but was still regarded by some settlers of Õpõtiki as 
a rebel.

Waioeka School Teacher and Students

When you come and visit us we meet in the large 
modern meeting house built in 1904 and share our kai in 
the dining hall built later. Inside the meeting house you 
will see a large painting of Hira Te Popo, as a significant 
Tipuna of Te Ngāti Ira, he is given pride of place.

Conversations also began amongst the Whakatōhea Iwi 
with regards to economic struggles and how the 
confiscation of their lands had resulted in 
impoverishment. There was a general recognition that 
we needed to petition for our rights hence a hapu tax 
was started to raise money for a petition.

During the next few years we spent a lot of time raising 
money and having hui to discuss petitioning the 
government over unfair confiscation of our land. Of 
course WW1 meant ours, and the government's focus, 
was on the war effort for a period of time: many of our 
whanau fought.  Our first petition was in 1914, second in 
1917, in 1920 Jones and Ormsby were commissioned to 
inquire into the petition and wrote that the confiscation of 
the land was ‘heavier than their deserts’.

In 1923 we sent out our 4th petition. Significantly in 
1931 Sir Āpirana Ngata Minister of Native Affairs 
organised a native land development scheme in 
Whakatōhea territory, recognising the needs of our 
people.

Finally, in 1946, the Whakatōhea received £20,000 
through the raupatu claim. In 1952 the Whakatōhea 
Trust Board was set up. We were able to purchase 
farms, provide training and work for our young 
people, and set up an education fund. We have a 
strong Kapa Haka group that often makes it to the 
New Zealand finals. You must come and visit the up 
and coming ‘Battle of Tārata 150 year’s 
commemoration day’ on the 4th of October 2015. 
Then you will meet your whanau and hear us sing. 

In November the Tu Ake Whakatōhea collective 
plans to submit a draft mandate to the Crown for 
consideration of a pre-settlement claim.

Battle of Tārata 150 years Commemoration Day
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Dear Molly

You asked me to tell you the story of your mother’s 
surname – Rogers. I have gone through my file of 
stories, artefacts and photos to put together a story of 
our Rogers family in Õpõtiki. Historical records and DNA 
evidence show that Charles Bawden Rogers was part of 
an ancient Germanic family. They were settled in 
Normandy France before 900 AD and were known to be 
soldiers and leaders.
They first arrived in England with the Norman invasion 
of 1066 AD. The name Rogers is thought to be taken 
from a soldier called Roger who was a shield-bearer for 
William the Conqueror. 

Parish records show that our Rogers settled in St 
Breward, Cornwall before 1400 AD. Below is a photo of 
the tombstone for Christopher Rogers of St Breward 
dated 1604 AD from inside the Norman church.

The Tomb of Christopher Rogers

The village of St Breward is up high by the Bodmin 
moor. I travelled up and down windy lanes to find my 
way there. There were lots of very old stone cottages 
and abandoned mines. When I visited in 2011 to look for 
historical records on this family, an old Cornish man told 
be quite vigorously (twice) that Rogers is NOT a Cornish 
name.

However, over 600 years of parish historical records 
show the Rogers family settled in St Breward and 
surrounding areas such as Blisland. They became 
farmers, labourers and miners. They married Cornish 
women with names like Greenaway and Bawden. One 
family even came from Tintagel – so maybe we are also 
related to King Arthur.

The Road to St Breward

Your Great Great grandfather Charles Bawden Rogers 
was born April 1846 in Penvorder, St Breward.  He was 
the youngest of seven children to George and Dorothy. 
He was Christened in the Preacher's House. George 
was a farm labourer and stone cutter.

In 1852 St. Brewards Parochial School was built by Rev. 
George Martin, he had a strong belief in the importance 
of education.

In the 1861 Census Charles was living with Rev. George 
Martin and his family as a servant.

Rev. Martin's house where Charles attended school and 
worked as a servant.

Rev. Martin's House

Census records show that George and Dorothy lived at 
Torr, in St Breward and worked as farm labourers. All of 
Charles’ older siblings were sent out at an early age 
(before 13 years) to work as servants on farms in the 
surrounding area. Before 1871 George and John went 
to work at Camborne Mine. William had left England. 

No records have been found to show where or what 
Charles was doing at this time. Two of his brothers were 
miners, and his brother William had immigrated to New 
Zealand (possibly gold mining down in the South 
Island). His sister Hannah and brother James 
immigrated to Canada. The photo below is a ruined 
building at Torr mine. 

Ruins at Torr Mine

Early in 1875 Charles leaves England with an assisted 
passage on the Fern Glen to Auckland, New Zealand. 
He and other passengers off the Fern Glen, arrive in 
Ōpōtiki on May 5. 

On 22 March 1876 his brother William advertises laying 
poison on a farm in Õpõtiki. 

Later, on 4 May 1876, Charles purchases Lot 77 at 
public auction in the Parish of Waioeka (19 acres, 2 
roods, and 26 perches) for £20 at an auction selling off 
confiscated lands.

In 30 January 1879 William sells his farm for £ 5000 to 
John Hood. A Newspaper article then describes how he 
was seriously injured in an accident when thrown by a 
horse. Later there is a feud between brothers. The Great 
Aunts used to say it was about land. William decided to 
leave town. 

I could find no trace of William after this feud. However 
my trip to St Breward a few years ago led me to a 
gravestone where I found an inscription to William, his 
brothers in the mining accident and his parents. William 
died unexpectedly in Taranaki on 8th March 1880 8 
March.  His parents used the money from his will to 
purchase a gravestone. 

Later, on the 6 August 1880, Charles married Jane 
McKenzie – the servant of John Hood. A few months 
later on 18th November 1880 Dorothy Jane was born.

Sadly in 1881 Jane McKenzie dies.

Charles is reported as being on the Õpõtiki Council 
Board, helping with roading issues. He joins the 
Masonic Lodge. 

A Newspaper article describes how his Pākehā 
neighbours seek shelter at his house when Te Kooti 
visited Te Ngāti Ira. 

In 1893 Charles travelled up to Auckland and married 
Hannah Frith, the eldest daughter of a recent immigrant 
from Yorkshire, England. In 1895 Charles inherited his 
portion of money from brother William’s will.

In 1896 his first son, Samuel George was born and in 
1898 Arthur Charles was born. Then in 1900 Florence 
Isabel was born. In 1902 October Hannah Grayson was 
born. This was followed tragically by the death of 
Dorothy Jane in December of the same year. In 1904 
Ellen Elsie was born.

And finally, six years later, your Great Grandfather 
William John was born in 1910. Charles was 63 and 
Hannah 43 years old.

Charles Bawden Rogers on his Wedding Day

These must have been difficult years for Charles. First, 
in 1916 Arthur died of tuberculosis. The next year in 
1917 Charles’ wife Hannah died of heart problems. 
Then a telegram arrived in 1918 to announce Samuel’s 
death in France, in WWI.

Charles died on 20th July 1928. Your Great Grandfather 
William John took over the management of the farm and 
supported his three spinster sisters, who all shifted to 
live in Auckland. He subsequently married a lady 
recently emigrated from Yorkshire, and had three boys 
and one girl. Your Grandfather was the second boy, and 
was always called the ‘black sheep’.

Well Molly, if you ever make it back to this beautiful 
part of the world I hope you can go and visit the 
Waioeka farm. It is now part of a larger farming 
industry run by the Whakatōhea. I remember 
catching the school bus and seeing a sign on my 
friend Polly’s farm saying ‘Whakatōhea Trust Board’. 
I am pleased that Te Ngāti Ira once again are the 
guardians of that place. None of our family lives in 
Ōpōtiki now. In his retirement your great Grandfather 
William sold the farm to his youngest son (who had 
three sons). I often wonder if leaving the farm is why 
he then went in to a great depression and died. In 
1993 the youngest son died and his wife sold the 
Waioeka farm. Their three boys inherited the money 
and bought a farm far away from Ōpōtiki. Your 
Grandfather, with four daughters, inherited nothing. 
Our family had already left and had gone to the city 
looking for work. Like so many others during this 
time of rural to urban drift. So almost 120 years after 
Charles Bawden Rogers stepped foot in the 
Waioeka, all that remains are memories, a few trees 
swaying on the side of a hill, and tombstones in the 
graveyard.


