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Adaptation of the original ISP model 
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Simplified model –  
POPLHLTH 701: Research Methods PG course 



Simplified model –  
FTVMS 100: Media studies undergraduate course 



Undergraduate 1st Year -  
FTVMS 100: Media Studies 



Make us an online “Library tutorial” 
• Stage 1 Film, Television and Media Studies course 

 

• 500+ students 
 

• Assessment worth 10% 
 

• Collaboration  

FTVMS lecturers 
 

Libraries and Learning Services staff 

Margaret Neal Neda Sarah Hamish 



Student survey 

• Low response rate  
 

• Understood requirement to reference 
 

• 35% could find print journal article via catalogue  
 

• 43% found searching for readings difficult or  
did not know where to start 



Existing assignment split into 2 

2012  
Essay assignment worth 30% 
 
2013  
Lead-in assignment worth 10% 
 

   My Assignment Research Path online tutorial & assignment 
 

   Students given essay question for essay assignment 
 

   Assessment of research process and bibliography 
 

Follow-on essay assignment worth 20% 
 

   Bibliography from lead-in assignment used to complete  
   essay assignment 





Assignment tasks 



Assignment tasks : Reflection 

Do the readings I have selected support my 
approach to the essay question? 



Curriculum integration 

Student attends class tutorial devoted to  
My Assignment Research Path assignment 

Student invited to bring near-completed 
assignment to Library Targeted Learning 
Session 

Student reviews, edits, and submits 
assignment for marking 

Student receives feedback on assignment 
(research process and bibliography) 

Bibliography used as basis for follow-on 
essay assignment 

Model                     

Anxiety 

Focus 

Reflection 



Essay assignment results  
2012 v 2013 

2012 2013

A 13% 15%

B 30% 46%

C 45% 31%

D 12% 8%



Student survey #2 

• Response rate 3x higher than initial survey 
 

• 66% used all or most of My Assignment Research Path 
 

• 64% felt the My Assignment Research Path tutorial 
and assignment made the essay assignment easier 
 

• 61% felt assignment questions were easy to 
understand 
 

• 87% responded positively to nature of the  
My Assignment Research Path assignment 



Feedback: edited version  
 
 “Best First assignment in a course I've ever done. 

Super supportive of our success in Assignment two” 
 
“The step by step process makes it much more 
simplified” 
 
“very helpful to find resources, not only FTVMS 
assignments, but also other courses” 
 
“Awesome, really helped me understand what I 
needed to do :)” 



Access 

• Available only to students enrolled in FTVMS 100 
 
• Accessed via university learning management system 

 
• Integrated in course resources 
 
• http://flexiblelearning.auckland.ac.nz/my-

assignment-research-path/ 
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Postgraduate Foundation Course  
POPLHLTH 701: Research Methods in 

Health 



Who? What? Where? How?  

• Postgraduate students 
 

• Foundation research methods paper 
 

• School of Population Health 
 

• 80 students: half on-campus / half distance 
 

• Integrated interactive online assessment 
(worth 30%)  
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Original assessment 



Analysis  

 
 
Layout of table based on model developed in the thesis by  
Wang, L. (2010). Integrating information literacy into higher education curricula - An information 
literacy curricular integration model, Unpublished PhD thesis, Queensland University of Technology, 
available at: http://eprints.qut.edu.au/41747/  



Process of negotiation 



30% 

30% 



Supported 
by library 
workshop 

https://www.coursebuilder.cad.auckland.ac.nz/flexicourses/1878/publish/1/


 

Anxiety 

Focus 

Reflection 



Our experience of administering the 

assessment over two semesters during 2013 
indicates that  

the students engage fully with it, enjoy doing 
so and uniformly demonstrate a high level of 
achievement 



… assisting me each 
step of the way to 
formulate and 
complete the 
assignment 

The online tutorial 
helps because it forms 
a guideline which we 
can understand and 
play and rewind if we 
didn’t quite 
understand a 
concept… 

I would recommend a 
continuation of the online 
tutorials particularly for those 
who …. on some days are 
unable to attend tutorials 
because an unexpected 
circumstance occurred 



How could you apply 
the ISP model to your 
work context? 

Group activity – 6-7 minutes 



Application… 



• http://flexiblelearning.auckland.ac.nz/my-
assignment-research-path 

  
• http://flexiblelearning.auckland.ac.nz/poplhlth

701-assignment2/index.html 
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