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1.

INTROIUCTION,

Tiew Zemland is & land with a unique and very
diversified flova which, along with the great range of habi=
tats to be found throughout the country, hac given ries to
some remarkeble plant communitles. 4s & regult of & consid-
sreble volume of esologicsl resespeh, malnly by the efforts
of Cockayne, our ylant ssacelstions are well known and
delimited, There have, however, been few detailed analyses
of their structure and of the factors operating in any of
them, Cocksyne's work being primarily deseriptive., ¥From the
developmental point of view the gemerel life-history of the
Mrousthuhmkm-n for many years, but nothing more
detailed ie kmown sbout the changes occurring., It ls for
the sbove resson thet an attempt hss been made ia the present
research to try and elueidate some of these feetors while
there are etill considersble areas of Keurl foresi in & more
or lese untouched state,

Agsthis euotrelis is endenmic to New Zeslsnd and
in the past has besn one of the world's largest timber
producing trees. In the earlier deys ol settlement over-
exploitetion of thie species has reduced it to & ievel of
pelative unimportance at the present time, Although the Kasuri
has been an important tree its distribution is surprieingly
limited, Aceording to Cheeseman (1925) it oecurs ".... IR
foreste from the lorth Cape southwards attaining its extrene
1imit on the east eosst inland from “aketu in the Bay of
Plenty; end on the west side of the islené in the vielnity
of Yawhia Harbour.” This 1s the sbsolute limit; the real
1umt is perhaps further north at Teirus (Coromandel Fenin=
sula) on the oast and at the Yamuksu jleads on the west., Even
over this comperatively s-all are&, the Xesuri is by no Hocns
& comson tree, large areas belng dominatad by various species

{ Podocarp - broad-lesved - forest). Alw limited in ite
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distribution Agathis Tforme & dumct cormuni
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forests, ss they are cualled, werc at one time spread over
many localities im the sucklend Peninsula,






