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Abstract.

This thesis represents the results of a three-year intervention study of a group ofMdori

language teachers, their pupils and Maori parent communities in the NortNand region of New

Zealand. The srudy was motivated by the problem of continuing low academic achievement for

Mdori students in state mainstream schools. The aszumption that existing teaching outputs of M6ori

tanguage were quite strong and so could be used to model improvements for other school subjects

and teachers to follow for M6ori students was examined. In fact this was found to be a mistaken

aszumption as serious problems were located for the teaching of the Mdori language.

Two school. policy areas were examined to locate possible solutions: Treaty of Waitangi

policies in school charters and the operation of Maori Language Resourcing- It was found that the

operation by school managements tended to exclude any active role for the MSori parent community-

An action research model of intervention was designed and implemented to offer teachers in-

service assistance in the provision of practice examinations to help better prepare students in their

school certificate written examinations. Teachers were also encouraged to work directly with their

M6ori parent communities in order to improve teaching, student learning and outcomes. A case'

study demonstrates that a dramatic rise in pupil perforrnance occurred when parents worked along

side the teacher in the classroom.

The thesis argues that the nature ofthe Treaty of Waitangi provides a rationale for M6ori

parent participation" for direct involvement into school management (teaching issues) both for MEori

students and the Mdori language. It is concluded that a successful school for MSori students depends

both the strength and shape of the tripartite relationship between the school, the home and the

students.



He Mihi - Acknowledgements.

E ngd iw'i, e ngd hap[, e ngd man4 e ngE reo

He mihi aroha ki a koutou katoa.

E ngd mate kua hinga, haere koutou, haere, haere ki te matua nui ite rangl.

E nga rangatahi, e nga matua me ngf, kaumEtua,

ngd kura mahita me nga tumuaki kura

o Te Taitokerau

TEnd rd koutou katoa.

The field-work undertaken for the research and intervention could not have taken place without the

encouragement and co-operation of so rnany people within the Northland province of New Zealand.

I wish also to mention the staffof the University of Auckland within the Faculty of Education,

especially my supervisor, Stuart McNaughton, for ail their assistance.

Last but not least I mention my dear wife who has put up with five poverty years of my "not having a

real job" over the last five years.

I love you all.

Kia noho te Ariki ki a koutou a ngd wa kEtoa.

t lr,tsrtq' ,\*/ ?

A G (Oneroa) Stewart.

Kerikeri.



Contents.

List of tables
Figures, photographs and Illustrations

The Problem
Mistaken Aszumptions
Parent Participation
The survival of te reo M5ori
The lntervention
Research Methodology
Thesis structure

7
8

l6
l7
2l
23
26
29

Chapter One:

INTRODUCTION

The Historical Content
Pressures from Economic Reforms
Pressure on Schools
Some Critiques
Selling the Reforms
Defining the Community
Extremes of views
Currents Trends

3l
32
36
39
4l
43
45
47
5l
54

Chapter Two:

PARTNERSHIP AND

TFm COMMUI.ITY

The National Attitude
Arguitrg the Role of the Treaty
Questions to Ask
Treaty of Waitangi Policies

Chapter Three:

TREATY OF

WAITANGI POLICIES

IN SCHOOL

CHARTERS

History
Interpreting the Rules
Managerialism in Schools
Conclusion

8l
82
86
93

97

Chapter Four:

MAORI LANGUAGE

FLINDING IN

MAINSTREAM

SCHOOLS



Contents (cont.).

Chapter Five:

SCHOOL

CERTIFICATE TE REO

MAOzu

National School Certificate te reo Mdori
Research Difficulties
Sixth Form Certificate Indicators
School Certificate Written Mlori
The Northland Oral assessment Method
Approaching the Problem

98
100

105

r07
n0
lt2
124

Chapter Six:

T}IE INTERVENTION

lntervention
Research Design
1995 Development Research Phase

Data from Students
Analysis of Student Data
1996 First Intervention Year
Data from Teachers
Analysis of Teacher Data
Outreaching to the M5ori Parent Community
Analysis of the Community Outreach
1997 the Second and Full lntervention Year
Conversations with Mdori Parents
Analysis of the Conversations
The Intervention Context
School Suspensions
School Communications
Mistakes with Renortins

t27
128
132
133

136
138

139

t4l
r43
146
149
I50
153

155

ls5
158

160

Chapter Seven:

CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Micro Problem
The Macro Problem
Mdori Education Authority
The Treaty of Waitangi
Runanga-d-Iwi Model
T[ tangata Programmes
Action Planning
Immersion Classes in all schools
Up skilling Maori Teachers
Prescribing Performance Appraisal
Community participation
Final Words

165
t69
t7l
t75
r79
182
183

187
t88
189

190

l9t
192

Appendices l9s

Bibliography 219



List of Tables.

chapler title page

2:l Two Extreme Models of Community. 49

3:l Maori Student Perfonnance Indicators 73

4:l Allocations of Maori Language Resourcing in Te Taitokerau 87

4:2 Types of schools with immersion levels being taught n 1997 9l

5:l Conversion of S C Grades to Sixth Form Certificate 108

5:2 Average totals of all Taitokerau Clusters, 1997 assessments t2r

5:3 Number of Taitokerau SC Maori entrants 123

6:l Progress of 1995 SC te reo M5ori marks 136

6:2 The sequence of the 1996 practice essays 138

6'.3 Running record ofthe Tauwhara clusteq 1996 t42

6.4 Results of the Mid-Year Assessment, 1996, Tauwhara t44

6:5 Comparison of mid-year marks, 1996 146

6_6 Progress of 1997 SC te reo MSori marks, Tauwhara 154

6.7 Conflicting approaches to school suspensions 156



List of Figures.

chapter ritle page

5.1 National distibution of SC Written Grades 101

5:2 National Distribution of SC Written Grades r02

5:3 1939 comparison of oral Mdori School Certificate grades L17

5.4 Te Taitokerau distribution of SC oral grades 122

List of Photographs.

List of Illustrations.

chapter tiile Nge

5:1 An assessor with a student, Tauwhara Matae, 1996 113

5:1 On the spot checking of the assessments ns

6:l Students voriting an essay together at Tauwhara' 1995 133

6.2 An example of whole family learning t4s

chapter title wge

6:l Call for te reo exam support 144

6:2 "Maori students do well at Kerikeri High School" ts9

6:3 "Looking deeper into statistics" 160

6.4 "Incorrect marks in the North" 164



List of Appendices.

chapter appendix conlenl page

4 A rurvey on Maon Language Resourcing 195

B Lcrrer ro rvrut concenung Mdori Language Resourcing t96

C to Maon Atfars Select Committee t98

D Lorresponoence on the Venlication process t99

5 E vrslon anc Lrtrectton po|rcy Statement 203

6 F rr$ rnan examrnatron tbr 1995 204

G s Kepoft to School Principals 208

H ruggesrons ror lmprovement _ Achieving at Level One. 213

I Frs Kupu ne no nga tawra _ examples ofproblems 213

J ne ranut - poster tor the examination event. 2t5

K remprue or a teacher's letter to par€rrts. 216

L nc Aorero ronene _ a homework exergse 2t7




