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Ngāti Kahu meets 
Shanghai CRED

Professor Margaret Mutu

Te Rūnanga-ā-Iwi  o Ngāti Kahu
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Ngāti Kahu’s Territories
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Ngāti Kahu approach to protecting our 

territories
• Underpinned by our tikanga (laws) and fundamental 

values – includes kaitiakitanga – responsibility for 
preserving the well-being of Papatūānuku, our 
mother earth, within our territories

When dealing with those coming to settle we rely on

• He Whakaputanga o te Rangatiratanga o Nu Tireni
(Declaration of Sovereignty of 1835)

• Te Tiriti o Waitangi 1840

We also look to

• The United Nations Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous People 

to protect our human rights and our treaty rights.
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Ngāti Kahu as kaitiaki
• Kaitiaki are the spiritual minders of Papatūānuku and 

the natural elements of the world – mana whenua 

(traditional owners) are kaitiaki

• Kaitiaki must ensure that the mauri or life force of the 

natural elements is healthy and strong and that they 

are safeguarded from abuse and despoliation  

• When the mauri of a taonga becomes depleted as a 

result of pollution – either physically or spiritually or 

both – the kaitikai must do everything in their power to 

restore it to its original strength

• Failure to carry out kaitiaki responsibilities results in 

loss of mana (power and authority) and harm will 

come to the kaitiaki – disasters, untimely deaths.



He Whakaputanga, Te Tiriti and  
the Declaration

• Ngāti Kahu have never ceded sovereignty, 
and our lands, territories and resources are 
still ours; others who wish to use them may 
do so only with our full, prior and informed 
consent.

• The British recognised He Whakaputanga, 
signed Te Tiriti and the NZ government 
supported the Declaration - conditionally.

• The numerous violations are breaches of the 
treaty and inconsistent with the Declaration.

6



Ngāti Kahu protecting wāhi tapu
• 1990s Lands on Karikari beach containing many wāhi 

tapu (sacred sites) sold to American merchant banker

• Obtains consents to build large tourist development 

without consulting with mana whenua

• Court action results in out of court settlement that 

protects wāhi tapu (sacred sites) and restricts 

development

• Settlement violated and work begins to build on an 

ancient burial cave – within two months, seven 

members of one whānau (extended family) died 

• Action taken at spiritual level is followed by court 

action to stop physical damage



Ngāti Kahu and Shanghai CRED
• Four years into very expensive litigation Amercian 

sells to Shanghai CRED

• Ngāti Kahu invites Shanghai CRED to meet on 
marae – establish relationship through tikanga

• Shanghai CRED agrees immediately not to interfere 
with and to protect all wāhi tapu 

• Shanghai CRED agrees to all Ngāti Kahu conditions 
and works hard to establish a mutually beneficial 
relationship built on shared cultural values

• It has been an honour and a pleasure to negotiate 
and work with Shanghai CRED whose cultural 
values so often mirror ours – he whanaunga nō 
mua noa atu 8



Tānenuiārangi meeting house, Waipapa Marae

University of Auckland
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Tikanga Māori – Māori law...

...explained in the carvings in Tānenuiārangi
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Karikari – lands and home of 

Te Whānau Moana hapū of Ngāti Kahu
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Shanghai CRED 
at Karikari
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At celebration for signing Cooperation Agreement

February 2015 13

Professor Mutu and Mr Gui  



Ngāti Kahu in Shanghai

14First Cultural Exchange 2015



Second Cultural Exchange 2016
15

Ngāti Kahu in Shanghai
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Conclusion 

• Shanghai CRED’s approach is based on good 
faith and building a relationship of trust, 
respect and mutual benefit. 

• It is an approach which Ngāti Kahu has 
greatly appreciated for the manner in which it 
recognises and upholds te mana me te 
rangatiratanga (authority and power) of the 
hapū of Ngāti Kahu.
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