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Overview

FRBR concept

Applications



What is FRBR? (1)

A conceptual model of the bibliographic 
universe, describing entities, their 
attributes and relationships



What is FRBR (2)

Independent of cataloguing codes
Does not replace MARC or AACR
Not an application or implementation
Not metadata

It’s a conceptual model



How it all began

1987 Tillett’s PhD
1990 IFLA seminar
1996 Draft
1997 IFLA Section on Cataloguing 
approves FRBR model
2002- IFLA working Group



Entity-Relationship Model

Entities
Relationships
Attributes

relationship

Entity 1 Entity 2



Group 1 entities 

Products of intellectual or artistic 
endeavour



Hierarchy of Group 1 entities

Work - a distinctive intellectual or artistic 
creation  
Expression - an intellectual or artistic 
realisation of work 
Manifestation - physical embodiment of 
the expression of a work 
Item - a single copy of a manifestation



Relationships between Group 1 
entities

Work is realised through one or more 
Expressions
each of which is embodied in one or more 
Manifestations
each of which is exemplified by one or 
more Items



Group 2 entities 

Those responsible for the intellectual & 
artistic content
persons 
corporate bodies 

Work now going on in the FRANAR 
Working Group



Group 3 entities

Entities that serve as subjects of 
intellectual or artistic endeavour

Groups 1 and 2 
Concept
Object
Event
Place



FRBR applications

AustLit
VisualCat (Denmark)
OCLC’s Fiction Finder
RLG’s Web union catalog plans
Variations2 digital music project (Indiana 
University)



AustLit
http://www.austlit.edu.au/

Australian Literature Gateway is a non-profit 
collaboration between eight Australian 
universities and the National Library of Australia
More than 75,000 Australian authors and literary 
organisations
FRBR model to organize, index, and display
bibliographic elements of potential interest to 
users













OCLC

Research on mining the data
FRBR algorithm 
Work-based prototypes

Fiction Finder
xISBN Bookmarklets



OCLC - Algorithm

http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/frbr/al
gorithm.htm

http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/frbr/algorithm.htm
http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/frbr/algorithm.htm


OCLC Test 

December 2001
Tested OCLC algorithm against 1,000 
works
Random sample



Results

47 million records = 32 million works
~1.5 manifestations/work
78% have only a single manifestation -
Elemental Works 
16% have only a single expression but 
multiple manifestations - Simple Works 
6% have multiple expression - Complex
Works, e.g. translations, revisions



Results, cont.

25,000 works > 20 manifestations
415,000 works > 4 manifestations
30% records and 50% of holdings are in a 
cluster



Most widely held fiction works

(Dempsey, Lorcan. ‘OCLC and FRBR : directions and research results’. Revolution or evolution? The impact 
of FRBR, 2 Feb. 2004)

Holdings M’stations Key

29,043 692 twain, mark\1835 1910/adventures of huckleberry finn

26,088 1,267 carroll, lewis\1832 1898/alices adventures in wonderland

20,843 640 twain, mark\1835 1910/adventures of tom sawyer

19,410 1,341 defoe, daniel\1661 1731/robinson crusoe

18,566 983 cervantes saavedra, miguel de\1547 1616/don quixote

18,492 836 stevenson, robert louis\1850 1894/treasure island

18,123 526 dickens, charles\1812 1870/christmas carol

18,100 278 crane, stephen\1871 1900/red badge of courage

17,761 525 bronte, charlotte\1816 1855/ Jane Eyre

17,499 332 chekhov, anton pavlovich\1860 1904/short stories



OCLC – Fiction Finder

A prototype system
Over 2.6 million bibliographic records for 
fiction clustered according to the OCLC 
FRBR work set algorithm





OCLC – xISBN

http://www.oclc.org/research/researchworks/xisb
n/default.htm
An experimental web service
xISBN server receives a single ISBN and returns 
a list of all ISBNs for the work cluster (in XML or 
XHTML)



OCLC - xISBN

Empowers ISBN searches:
Quickly check OPAC for all editions/versions during 
selection/acquisitions/gift book processing
ILL requests
Find local library’s editions when user finds any 
edition of item on Amazon, etc.



OCLC - Bookmarklets

http://www.oclc.org/research/researchworks/boo
kmarklets/
Integration of “bookmarklets” technology 
with xISBN lookup service



OCLC - Bookmarklets

WorldCat as a source for ISBNs
FRBR algorithm used to build tables of 
ISBNs
FRBR Bookmarklets queries the tables 
and receives the string of all ISBNs for the 
work



FRBR impact on cataloguing 
rules

JSC for Revision of AACR reviewed a 
compilation of proposed revisions to 
incorporate FRBR terminology and 
concepts 
LC had prepared a proposal on FRBR 
terms in the Appendices and Glossary (at 
the April 2004 meeting)



FRBR impact on Bibliographic 
Structures

Bibliographic structures could evolve to 
better meet user needs
Simplified authority work



FRBR model can be used to

Cluster bibliographic records retrieved via 
a search
Display search results in more meaningful 
ways
Assist users in selecting items
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