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G r a p h t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s a n d L o g i cB r u n o C o u r c e l l eL a B R I , B o r d e a u x 1 U n i v e r s i t y a n d C N R S ,F r a n c eh t t p : / / w w w . l a b r i . f r / ~ c o u r c e l lB y a g r a p h t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , w e m e a n a ( p o s s i b l y m u l t i v a l u e d ) m a p p i n g f r o m g r a p h s t o g r a p h s ,s p e c i f i e d i n a f i n i t a r y w a y t h a t m a k e s p o s s i b l e t o p r o v e d e c i d a b i l i t y r e s u l t s . T h e r e e x i s t g r a p ht r a n s f o r m a t i o n s o f m a n y d i f f e r e n t t y p e s .I n t h i s l e c t u r e , w e w i l l c o n s i d e r t w o t y p e s o f t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s o f g r a p h s , h y p e r g r a p h s , l o g i c a ls t r u c t u r e s a n d e v e n c o m b i n a t o r i a l s t r u c t u r e s l i k e m a t r o i d s . T h e t e r m « g r a p h » s t a n d s f o r a l l t h e s eo b j e c t s .F i r s t w e w i l l c o n s i d e r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s s p e c i f i e d b y f o r m u l a s o f M o n a d i c S e c o n d I O r d e r l o g i c ( M Sl o g i c ) . W e c a l l t h e m M S t r a n s d u c t i o n s , t o s t r e s s t h e a n a l o g y w i t h r a t i o n a l t r a n s d u c t i o n s a n d t r e e It r a n s d u c e r s . T h e y d e f i n e r e d u c t i o n s b e t w e e n g r a p h p r o b l e m s s p e c i f i e d b y M S f o r m u l a s . R e d u c i n g am o d e l I c h e c k i n g p r o b l e m f r o m g r a p h s t o t r e e s i s u s e f u l b e c a u s e m a n y p r o p e r t i e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h o s ee x p r e s s i b l e i n M S l o g i c a r e v e r i f i a b l e i n l i n e a r t i m e o n f i n i t e t r e e s ( b y m e a n s o f a t r a n s l a t i o n o fl o g i c a l f o r m u l a s i n t o f i n i t e d e t e r m i n i s t i c a u t o m a t a ) .W e w i l l a l s o c o n s i d e r t h e p r o p e r s u b c l a s s o f Q u a n t i f i e r Q F r e e t r a n s d u c t i o n s . C o m b i n e d w i t h d i s j o i n tu n i o n , t h e y d e f i n e g r a p h o p e r a t i o n s w h i c h g e n e r a l i z e t h e c o n c a t e n a t i o n o f w o r d s . U s i n g t h e m , o n eo b t a i n s e x t e n s i o n s t o f i n i t e g r a p h s o f b a s i c n o t i o n s o f l a n g u a g e t h e o r y , l i k e t h a t o f a c o n t e x t I f r e eg r a m m a r ( i t i s m o r e c o n v e n i e n t t o h a n d l e t h e m i n t e r m s o f r e c u r s i v e s e t e q u a t i o n s t h a n o f g r a p hr e w r i t i n g r u l e s ) , a n d t h a t o f a r e c o g n i z a b l e s e t , w h e r e r e c o g n i z a b i l i t y i s d e f i n e d i n t e r m s o f f i n i t ec o n g r u e n c e s ( a n d n o t i n t e r m s o f f i n i t e a u t o m a t a , b e c a u s e g r a p h a u t o m a t a d o n o t e x i s t , e x c e p t i nv e r y p a r t i c u l a r c a s e s ) .F u r t h e r m o r e , M S l o g i c i s a c o n v e n i e n t l a n g u a g e f o r s p e c i f y i n g r e c o g n i z a b l e s e t s o f g r a p h s a n dm a n y g r a p h p r o b l e m s . T h e c l a s s o f c o n t e x t I f r e e s e t s o f g r a p h s ( o r s t r u c t u r e s ) i s c l o s e d u n d e r M St r a n s d u c t i o n s . T h e i n v e r s e i m a g e o f a r e c o g n i z a b l e s e t o f g r a p h s u n d e r a n M S t r a n s d u c t i o n i sr e c o g n i z a b l e ( a n e w r e s u l t b y A . B l u m e n s a t h a n d B . C o u r c e l l e ) . W e o b t a i n t h u s r o b u s t e x t e n s i o n so f t h e b a s i c n o t i o n s o f l a n g u a g e t h e o r y , a t l e a s t f o r d e s c r i b i n g s e t s o f f i n i t e o b j e c t s .T h e l e c t u r e w i l l a l s o s u r v e y s o m e r e c e n t r e s u l t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n s .i ) C a n o n e f i n d g r a p h o p e r a t i o n s b e y o n d q u a n t i f i e r I f r e e d e f i n a b l e o n e s t h a t h a v e s t i l l a g o o db e h a v i o u r ?i i ) D . S e e s e c o n j e c t u r e d t h a t i f a s e t o f g r a p h s h a s a d e c i d a b l e s a t i s f i a b i l i t y p r o b l e m f o r M Sf o r m u l a s , t h e n i t i s t h e i m a g e o f a s e t o f t r e e s u n d e r a n M S t r a n s d u c t i o n . M a n y p a r t i c u l a rc a s e s o f v a l i d i t y o f t h i s c o n j e c t u r e a r e k n o w n . I t s s l i g h t w e a k e n i n g w h e r e t h e s a t i s f i a b i l i t yi s a s s u m e d d e c i d a b l e f o r M S f o r m u l a s w r i t t e n w i t h a s e t p r e d i c a t e e x p r e s s i n g e v e nc a r d i n a l i t y h a s b e e n p r o v e d b y B . C o u r c e l l e a n d S . O u m . T h e p r o o f u s e s r e s u l t s a k i n t o t h a to f R o b e r t s o n a n d S e y m o u r o n p l a n a r f o r b i d d e n m i n o r s a n d t r e e I w i d t h .i i i ) O n e c a n c l a s s i f y s e t s o f g r a p h s i n t e r m s o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f M S t r a n s d u c t i o n s d e f i n i n go n e i n t e r m s o f t h e o t h e r . F o r e x a m p l e , o n e c a n c o n s t r u c t b y a n M S t r a n s d u c t i o n s t r i n g sf r o m t r e e s b u t n o t v i c e v e r s a . T h e t o o l s d e v e l o p p e d f o r i i ) y i e l d a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f s e t s o fg r a p h s i n a f i v e l e v e l h i e r a r c h y .



On the Automata Size for Presburger Arithmetic

Felix Klaedtke

Presburger arithmetic is the first-order theory with addition and the ordering over the

integers. Its decidability was first proved independently by Presburger and Skolem by the

method of quantifier elimination. Recently, it has become popular to use automata for

deciding Presburger arithmetic; a point that was already made by Büchi in 1960: Integers

are represented as words (e.g., using the 2's complement representation), and the

automata are recursively constructed from the formulas. The constructed automaton for a

formula precisely accepts the words representing integers which make the formula true.

On the one hand, a crude complexity analysis on the automata-based approach to

Presburger arithmetic leads to a non-elementary worst-case complexity. On the other

hand, empirical results show that automata-based decision procedures are competitive to

other methods. In this talk we analyze this automata-based approach. Our analysis

provides a triple exponential upper bound on the size of the minimal deterministic

automaton for a Presburger arithmetic formula. Our analysis is based on a comparison of

automata and quantifier-free formulas that are obtained by an improvement of Cooper's

quantifier elimination method for Presburger arithmetic. Moreover, we give an example

showing that this triple exponential upper bound on the automata size is tight (even for

nondeterministic automata). From this it follows a double exponential upper bound for

alternating automata.



Towards Automatic Model Theory of Modal Logic

Valentin Goranko and Govert van Drimmelen

Rand Afrikaans University, Johannesburg, South Africa

vfg,gcvd@rau.ac.za

The domain and the distinguished relations in an automatic structure are represented by

regular languages or, equivalently, finite state automata. Such (possibly infinite)

structures thus have finite presentations. Notably, the first-order theory (even extended

with the quantifier 'there exists infinitely many') of an automatic structure is decidable.

We investigate applications of automatic structures to modal logic, and more specifically,

model-theoretic aspects of modal logics using automatic Kripke frames and models.

In the first line of investigation we introduce and study the automatic model property:
every satisfiable formula of the logic is satisfiable in an automatic model. It provides a

method for proving decidability of finitely axiomatizable modal logics without the finite

model property.

A second line of research is to consider automatically approximable non-automatic

Kripke models, such that for every n there is an effectively obtainable automatic model

bisimilar to the given one up to depth n and hence satisfying the same modal formulae up

to modal depth n. Such models still have a decidable modal theory, by referring the

model checking in the model to model checking in the appropriately approximating

automatic models.

Finally we study the modal logics of automatic frames. Being fragments of universal

monadic second-order logic, their decidability does not follow from the general

decidability result for automatic structures mentioned above.

Most of the ideas, and some of the results, of this study generalize to first-order logic and

other logical theories, as well as to w-automatic and tree-automatic models.



Ground term rewriting graphs
Christof Loeding

Ground term rewriting graphs are the transition graphs of ground term rewriting systems. The vertices of these graphs

are terms over finite ranked alphabet and the edges are generated by a finite set of ground term rewriting rules. We

consider a generalized form of rewriting rules, namely "T rewrites to T'" where T and T' are regular sets of terms and

where an application allows to replace some t in T by some t' in T'. The transition graphs of such systems are called

regular ground term rewriting graphs (RGTR graphs). Besides this explicit representation by rewriting systems, RGTR

graphs can also be defined by equational systems over operators such as union and asynchronous product of graphs,

and insertion of edges.

This talk will give an overview on algorithmic and structural properties of the class of RGTR graphs, and its relation to

other classes of infinite graphs. We present decidability results on several reachability problems and model checking

problems for different logics, including first-order logic and fragments of temporal logic. The structural analysis is

based on the notion of tree-width of graphs. Using this notion one obtains an exact characterization of the well known

classes of pushdown graphs and HR-equational graphs inside the class of RGTR graphs.
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¿�×=ÂOÀ�ØiW
g?ÁbYQÙ¥À´Ùº×AÛ
Áb\L×�×=ÂeVh\L×"Û,Û,Ù j�Y�×�Ù¥¿ ¸�q�ù�¤ ��¦ Ü.k(Xt×&¿ðÁ+À6\L×,×lY8Áj¿�^`U`Á�^I×:j,×eYmWj¿�^]ÛvÀnW ���E�d¤ ��¦ Ù o Ù¥À[Û
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Amorphous Automata and Bisimulation

Quantifiers

Tim French

The University of Western Australia
tim@csse.uwa.edu.au

Modal logic is a powerful tool for specifying properties of transitions struc-
tures labeled with propositions (Kripke structures). Recently there has been
much interest in increasing the expressive power of modal logic via extensions
to the language. Examples of this are fixed-point operators (µ-CTL), hybrid
operators, dynamic operators (PDL) and propositional quantification (QPTL).
Of these extensions, propositional quantification is the most powerful. However
such power frequently leads to undecidable languages.

We investigate interpreting propositional quantification with respect to bisim-
ulations of a given Kripke structure. Given a Kripke structure, M , and some
atomic proposition, x, we say an x-variant of M is any Kripke structure that is
identical to M , except in its interpretation of the proposition x. Then given any
formula α, we say M |= ∃xα if and only if there is some model K that is bisim-
ilar to M , and some model N that is an x-variant of K such that N |= α. Thus
propositional quantification is interpreted modulo bisimulation. We examine the
temporal logic, CTL, augmented with bisimulation quantification (QCTL).

We find that such semantics are natural in the context of modal logic, remain
highly expressive (at least as expressive as the µ-calculus) and in many cases are
decidable. Bisimulation quantifiers allowing us to retain the basic structure and
simplicity of modal logics, and gain the expressive power of monadic second-order
logic.

Decidability for such logics can be shown via a reduction to amorphous au-

tomata [1]. Note that amorphous automata were originally introduced in [3] as
µ-automata and applied to monadic second-order logics. Subsequently the def-
inition of µ-automata appears to have been somewhat generalized. The most
important property of such automata is that acceptance of transition structures
is bisimulation invariant. Amorphous Automata are similar to binary tree au-
tomata with a Rabin (or Streett, or parity) acceptance condition [2]. However,
rather than acting on only binary trees, amorphous automata act on the bisim-
ulation class of a transition structure. To achieve this the transition function of
the automata is given by some function, λ : Q×Σ −→ ℘(℘(Q)), where Q is the
set of states, and Σ is the alphabet that is being read. If the automata reads
the letter a whilst in the state q, then the set of successor states must be taken
from λ(q, a). Since we are considering all bisimilar structures, a single automaton
state can label more than one node, and a single node can be labeled by more



than one state. We have found the following complexity results for amorphous
automata with a parity acceptance condition:

1. The emptiness problem can be solved in time exponential to the size of the
automaton. It is not known whether this is an optimal result.

2. Given an amorphous automaton of size n we can construct an automaton
that accepts the complementary language of size order nn. This result relies
on a slight extension to Safra’s determinization construction so that it applies
to parity ω-automata.

3. Similarly we can construct amorphous automata that accept disjunction of
languages, projections of languages (modulo bisimulation), and reachable
languages of linear size.

4. Amorphous automata can be translated to and from alternating automata
in exponential time.

Given a formula of a basic modal logic extended with bisimulation quantifiers
(eg QCTL, the extension of CTL) we can use the constructions mentioned above
to define an amorphous automata that accepts exactly the structures that satisfy
the given formula.

Furthermore the expressivity of QCTL is such that we can embed many other
multi-modal logics into QCTL to derive further decidability results. We interpret
bisimulation quantification in modal logics by restricting the set of bisimulations
to those that preserve the required frame conditions (eg the transitivity of the
relation in the modal logic K4). This allows us to generalize many extensions
and combinations of classical modal logics.

Due to the exponential complementation construction, the decidability pro-
cess can be shown to be non-elementary. While the logic QCTL is equally as
expressive as µ-CTL, the non-elementary decidability is off-set by the fact that
QCTL is non-elementarily more succinct than µ-CTL.

Thus amorphous automata and bisimulation quantifiers allow us to define a
very expressive, decidable and succinct language that generalizes many of the
current extensions to modal logic.
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On rational and automatic monoids

Jacques Sakarovitch

CNRS/ENST — Paris, France

It is possible to study and classify the multiplicative “structure” of monoids
by means of functions on words: those which are defined by the choice of a set
of normal forms for a given set of generators. To any “reasonable” complexity
hierarchy of functions — the classes have to be closed under composition with
inverse morphisms — corresponds a hierarchy of monoids: every monoid is given
the least complexity of functions that can compute a set of representatives for the
map equivalence of a surjective morphism from a free monoid onto that monoid
(cf. [1]).

In any hierarchy of word functions, the lowest class will be the one of rational

functions : those computed by finite automata. The corresponding monoids can
thus be called rational monoids. These monoids generalize at the same time the
finite and the free monoids. As far as the rational sets and relations are concerned,
they are not distinguishable from the free monoids. In particular, Kleene’s theorem
holds in any rational monoid (cf. [2]). By means of rather tedious constructions
(non rational extensions of rational monoids) it is proved that the converse is not
true, that is there exist monoids which are not rational and in which Kleene’s
theorem holds ([3]).

The families of rational and of automatic monoids are not comparable: the
only rational groups are the finite ones and there are rational monoids that are
not automatic (in the sense of [4]). And to put it plainly, the notion of rational
monoid is not as powerful as the one of automaticity that will be at the center of
attention in this workshop. My purpose however is to present its main features
with the idea that the two can be usefully combined.

[1] J. S. Description des monöıdes de type fini, E.I.K. 17, 1981, 417–434.

[2] J. S. Easy multiplications I, The realm of Kleene’s theorem, Information and

Computation 74, 1987, 173–197.

[3] M. Pelletier and J. S. Easy multiplications II, Extensions of rational semi-
groups, Information and Computation 88, 1990, 18–59.

[4] C. M. Campbell et al. Automatic semigroups, Theoretical Computer Sci-

ence 365, 2001, 365–391.



On the complexity of infinite computations

Damian Niwinski

Classical complexity theory deals with decision problems over integers, and does not

easily adapt to properties of infinite computations, typically characterized by sets of

infinite words or infinite trees. The latter can usually be captured by suitable kind of

automata with infinitary acceptance criteria, which gives rise to numerous hierarchies of

infinitary languages. The talk will show how these hierarchies relate between themselves,

and how they interplay with the hierarchies offered by classical descriptive set theory,

such as the Borel hierarchy and its Wadge refinement.

In the model-checking methodology, the complexity of a property to be verified may

indicate us a suitable algorithmic technique. So an important question is to determine

this complexity effectively. The talk will present the state-of-the-art of this largely

unsolved problem, including the recent results of I.Walukiewicz and the author on

deciding the level of deterministic tree languages in nondeterministic hierarchy.



Which structures are automatic?

Frank Stephan

Automatic Structures are a natural extension of regular languages into algebra. The

present talk gives an overview on fundamental and also on recent results with respect to

the question, which basic algebraic structures have an automatic presentation and which

not. Furthermore, important properties and limitations of various automatic structures are

given.

Automatic trees have finite Cantor-Bendixson rank. Furthermore, they have a regular

infinite path whenever they have an infinite path at all. If the number of infinite paths is

countable, then every path is regular.

The topological complexity of a linear order is measured with the Finite Condensation

rank. This rank is finite for every automatic linear order and therefore, only well-

orderings corresponding to ordinals a < ww have an automatic presentation.

Furthermore, Boolean algebras have an automatic presentation iff they are isomorphic to

finite products of the Boolean algebra of finite and co-finite subsets of the natural

numbers.

Although the additive groups of the integers and the dyadic numbers have automatic

presentations, this is already unknown for the additive group of rationals. The free

Abelian group of infinite rank does not have an automatic presentation.

Further negative results provide that the free Abelian group of infinite rank, the countably

infinite random graph, the universal partial order and any infinite integral domain do not

have automatic presentations.
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A Pumping Lemma for

Higher-Order Pushdown Automata

Achim Blumensath

Higher-order pushdown automata were introduced by Maslov in []. Damm

and Goerdt [] used them to characterise the so-calledOI-hierarchy which consists

of the solutions of higher-order lambda schemes. Recently, this work has received

renewed attention in the study of hierarchies of trees or graphs with decidable

monadic theories (see, e.g., []).

�e Caucal hierarchy is obtained by alternated applications of monadic second-

order interpretations and the Muchnik construction (see [, , ]) starting with the

class of all finite structures. Since these operations preserve decidability of MSO-

theories it follows that every structure in this hierarchy has a decidable monadic

theory. Originally, Caucal [] defined the hierarchy only for graphs where the above

operations can be replaced by, respectively, inverse rational mappings and unravel-

lings.

�e lowest level of the Caucal hierarchy consists of the class of prefix-recognis-

able (also called tree-interpretable) structures. Restricted to graphs this is the class

of all graphs that can be obtained from the configuration graph of some pushdown

automaton by contracting all ε-transitions. Recently, Carayol andWöhrle [] have ex-

tended this characterisation to thewhole hierarchy: A graph belongs to then-th level

of the Caucal hierarchy if and only if it can be obtained by contracting ε-transitions

from the configuration graph of some higher-order pushdown automaton of level n.

Naturally, the question arises of which structures are contained in the Caucal

hierarchy and at what level they do appear. One way to answer this question consists

in classifying the configuration graphs of higher-order pushdown automata.

�is is the motivation of the results presented in this article. A pumping lemma

for higher-order pushdown automata can be used to derive bounds on the length of

paths in configuration graphs thereby providing a tool for proving that some graphs

do not belong to a certain level of the hierarchy. Unfortunately, the bounds we are

able to prove are far from optimal and much to high to be of use for separating

the various levels. Nevertheless, we hope that the technical tools developed in the

present article will be of aid in future work to derive sharper bounds.

For indexed grammars (which correspond to pushdown automata of level ), a

pumping lemma was proved by Hayashi []. �e proof of the following result owes

much to this paper.





�eorem  (Pumping Lemma). Let r be a run of size k
� ���

dom � r � � with first

element w. Set

b
� �
max � κ � x � � x � dom � r �	� ,

and m
� �
b � n 
  � n �  � Γ � n �  � � Q � 
  � � πr � w � � ��
 n � n � g � ,n � ,b � .

If k ��� n � m � then there exists a run r � of length

k � �
dom � r � � ��� k � bk �  � n �  .

such that r ��� ε � � r � ε � and r � ends in the same state as r.
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The hyperalgebraic hierarchy: an infinite

hierarchy of infinite structures

Teodor Knapik, University of New Caledonia

Hyperagebraic structures arise as least solutions of higher-order systems of equations

over graph-building operations. Depending on the choice of these operations, two main

infinite hierarchies of infinite structures with decidable MSO theory may be considered.

The greater of these hierarchies has at least 2 other characterizations: in terms transition

graphs of higher-order pushdown automata, or, in terms of alternate sequences of

unfoldings and MSO-interpretations applied on a finite graph. When restricted to graphs,

level 1 of the grater hierarchy consists of prefix-recognizable graphs whereas the same

level of the smaller hierarchy consists of HR-equational graphs. At level 2 the unknowns

carry parameters and at level 3 these parameters may be of function type. Starting from

the latter level a syntactic condition of "safety" is meaningful. The structures that are least

solutions of safe systems have a decidable MSO theory. When restricted to bounded-

branching trees, they are accepted by higher order pushdown automata and, may also be

obtained by iterated substitutions applied on a regular tree.



Tree-automatic gaps
Christian Delhomme

Handling certain ordinal parameters for automatic or tree-automatic structures, such as

the height for binary relations, may be eased under some transitivity assumptions, related

to the fact that the transitive closure of an automatic or tree-automatic relation may fail to

be so. We investigate the relevance of such kind of assumptions.



Numerical predicates on words, trees, and traces

Dietrich Kuske
(joint work with Markus Lohrey)

Using automatic structures, it is easily shown that the first-order theory of the complete
binary tree together with the ”equal-length-predicate” is decidable (this is already implicite
in the work of Rabin from 1969). Here, two questions arise

1. Which other numerical predicates can be adjoined to the binary tree without loosing
decidability of the first-order theory?

2. What structures other than trees can be (naturally) equipped with numerical predi-
cates resulting in decidable theories?

We recall Seese’s technique to prove that “most” numerical predicates on the binary tree
give rise to undecidable theories (e.g., the “double-length-predicate” has such a severe
effect). This allows to identify rather small undecidable fragments of the corresponding
theories.

To answer the second question, we turn attention to free partially commutative monoids
(also known as Mazurkiewicz traces). The automaticity of the partial order of all finite
traces is demonstrated thereby showing the decidability of the corresponding theory. This
simplifies a proof by Madhusudan (LICS 2003). While the partial order of traces remedies
many properties of the tree, we show that the extension of this partial order by the equal-
length-predicate gives rise to an undecidable theory.
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Title: Finitely generated groups with automatic presentations

Speaker: Graham Oliver
Department of Computer Science,
University of Leicester, UK.
gpo1@mcs.le.ac.uk

A structure is said to be computable if its domain can represented by a
set which is accepted by a Turing machine and if there are decision-making
Turing machines for each of its relations. Khoussainov and Nerode have
introduced [5] a very interesting restriction of this general idea, to automatic

structures, i.e. those structures whose domain and relations can be checked
by finite automata as opposed to Turing machines. A structure isomorphic
to an automatic structure is said to have an automatic presentation.

The theory of automatic presentations was, in part, inspired by the theory of
automatic groups [2]; however, the definitions are somewhat different. One
point is that automatic groups are necessarily finitely generated whilst this is
not the case for groups with an automatic presentation. We compare the two
theories by giving a complete classification of the finitely generated groups
with automatic presentations. In what follows, we will assume that all groups
referred to are finitely generated.

One interesting result [5] is that all abelian groups have automatic presen-
tations. One can readily extend this to virtually abelian groups, i.e. groups
with an abelian subgroup of finite index. However, we show that the converse
also holds, so that the virtually abelian groups are precisely the groups with
automatic presentations.

The proof that these are the only such groups proceeds in three steps. We
consider a group G with a finite generating set A which is closed under
taking inverses, and we let δ(g) denote the minimum length of a word in A∗

representing the element g. For n > 1 we let γ(n) denote the number of
elements g in G with δ(g) 6 n. Restrictions on the growth of the lengths
of codes of elements of G in an automatic presentation show that γ(n) is
bounded above by a polynomial function. This condition on γ is independent
of the choice of finite generating set and G is said to have polynomial growth.

A theorem of Gromov [4] classifies groups with polynomial growth as be-
ing those that contain a nilpotent subgroup of finite index, i.e. the virtually

nilpotent groups. Finally, it is known that a virtually nilpotent group with
decidable first order theory is virtually abelian (see [3, 6, 7]), and this com-
pletes the proof.

1



It is known that virtually abelian groups are automatic [2] but that there are
many examples of automatic groups that do not have automatic presentations
(for example, free groups); so the class of groups with automatic presentations
is a proper subclass of the class of automatic groups. Now let G be a group
with generators {a1, . . . , an}, and let C = (G, R1, . . . , Rn) be a new structure
where Ri(g, g′) if gai = g′; C is called the Cayley graph of G. By definition,
if G is automatic, then C has an automatic presentation. However, the
Heisenberg group (the group of nonsingular 3 × 3 upper-triangular matrices
over Z), although not automatic, does have a Cayley graph with an automatic
presentation [1].

To summarise, let AutoPres be the class of groups with automatic presenta-
tions, Automatic be the class of automatic groups, and let CayleyAutoPres
be the class of groups whose Cayley graph has an automatic presentation;
then we have AutoPres ( Automatic ( CayleyAutoPres.
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DPDA EQUIVALENCE AND INFINITE GRAPHS

COLIN STIRLING

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY

The question whether language equivalence between deterministic context-free languages

is decidable was solved positively by Senizergues in 1997. His proof, which is very

algebraic, involves two semi-decision procedures without a complexity upper bound.

By viewing the problem as an equivalence problem on infinite graphs, we provide a

simpler deterministic decision procedure with a primitive recursive complexity upper

bound.



Logic, Databases, and Complexity

Rod Downey (Wellington New Zealand)

There has been a lot of work in using algorithms generated by logic and topological

graph theory as a paradigm for algorithm design. I will describe recent work towards our

understanding of the usefulness of this, particularly in the context of parameterized

complexity.



Hybrid control and Automata

Anil Nerode

Goldwin Smith Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science

Cornell University

Ithaca, NY 14850

USA

Anerode1@twcny.rr.com

Hybrid systems are interacting reactive networks of continuous physical

processes and finite automata. The subject has advanced rapidly in the last

decade. There are many meetings on the subject in mathematics, computer

science, and engineering meetings. This is because hybrid systems theory

promises to show how to control systems such as computer networks, air traffic

control, chemical process control, enterprise supply chain control, etc. ( Kohn-

Nerode founded a company, Clearsight, which pursues such goals.) The Kohn-

Nerode version of the subject starts by noting that in optimal control, optimal

control functions may have to be measure–valued and may not be physically

realizable. But in engineering only epsilon optimal control is needed, for an end

user defined epsilon. For any such epsilon, one can actually construct, via

differential geometry and differential equations, Finsler Manifolds, Bellman

equations, Pontryagin maximum principle, etc., epsilon approximations to optimal

control, which are physically realized by finite control automata, yielding a

controlled hybrid system. More or less conversely, when a physical system has

both digital and discrete elements, we can continualize the discrete elements,

then construct approximate optimal control by finite automata of the resulting

purely continuous system to achieve epsilon optimal control of the original

system.

One can conceptualize control systems as differential automata, which can be

approximated by finite automata. We discuss directions of research and the

current state of the subject. Our approach emphasizes the underlying differential

geometry. We are interested in the development of differential automata theory

on manifolds, designed for the applications mentioned.



Title: Automatic Groups and Semigroups

Speaker: Rick Thomas

Department of Computer Science
University of Leicester, UK
rmt@mcs.le.ac.uk

Abstract

There have been some intriguing interactions in recent years between group
theory and theoretical computer science. One area which has proved to be
very fruitful in providing interesting and useful results is that of automatic

groups (in the sense of Epstein et al. [3]). For example, it is known that
any automatic group must be finitely presented and the word problem of
an automatic group can be solved in quadratic time. For an overview of
automatic groups, see [1] and [3].

The purpose of this talk will be to introduce the notion of an automatic group,
give some examples and mention some results. Our main motivation is to
indicate how the definition can be extended to semigroups and give an outline
of some recent work establishing a theory of automatic semigroups. We find
that some of the results in automatic groups do generalize to semigroups
(such as the solution of the word problem in quadratic time) whereas others
do not (for example, there exist automatic semigroups that are not finitely
presented).

For an introduction to automatic semigroups, see [2].
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Intrinsically regular relations in automatic structures.

Sasha Rubin

An automatic structure A is one whose domain A and atomic relations are finite
automaton (FA) recognisable. A structure isomorphic to A is called automatically
presentable.

Suppose R is an FA recognisable relation on A. This paper concerns questions of the
following type. When is R definable in A ? For which automatic presentations of A is
(the image of) R also FA recognisable ? In other words we are concerned with the
relationship between FA recognisability and definability of relations in automatic
structures. To this end we say that R is intrinsically regular in a structure A if it is FA
recognisable in every automatic presentation of the structure. For example, in every
automatic structure all relations definable in first order logic with additional quantifiers
'there exists infinitely many' and 'there exists a multiple of $k$ many' are intrinsically
regular.

We mention results characterising the intrinsically regular relations in a sample of
structures. More specifically we investigate whether or not intrinsically regular relations
are definable. For example, on the one hand, the set of even numbers of the structure
(N,£), although not definable in this structure, is intrinsically regular. On the other, there

exists an automatic presentation of (N, S) in which the set of even numbers is not
regular. In particular, a unary relation in (N, S) is intrinsically regular if and only if it is
first order definable in (N, S).
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FA-presentable structures: richness and limitations

Andre Nies

Abstract: To be finite automaton (FA)-presentable seems to be a rather strong restriction on a countable

structure in a finite signature: the domain can be represented by a regular set, in a way that finite

automata can also verify that the atomic relations hold (where the strings representing elements are

written one below the other, using symbols in a power alphabet).
For instance, the additive group of integers is FA-presentable: numbers are represented in binary, and the

correctness of the usual carry bit addition algorithm can be verified by a finite automaton. This notion

was introduced by Khoussainov and Nerode, 1995. (There and elsewhere, FA-presentable structures are
called automatic structures, however, for groups, the term ``automatic'' refers to a different concept.)

For each FA-presentable structure one can also give an FA-representation of all definable relations,
effectively in the defining formula. So FA-presentable structures are closed under interpretations, and

each one has a decidable theory.

When considering an elementary class of effectively given structures, a good measure for its richness is
the complexity of the isomorphism problem. For instance, Khoussainov, Nies, Rubin and Stephan

(LICS 2004) have proved that for FA-presentable graphs or even successor trees, isomorphism is as

complex as possible ($Sigma^1_1$-complete), so the class is quite rich after all. With little effort, the
result carries over to partial orders, lattices, and commutative semigroups.

One the other hand, the class of FA-presentable infinite Boolean algebras is very limited: Khoussainov,
Nies, Rubin and Stephan have shown that they are just the finite powers of the Boolean algebra of finite

or cofinite subsets of a countable set.

The general program is to locate each interesting class somewhere between those two possibilities. I
discuss some new results for abelian groups and groups in general, mostly on the limiting side.

Groups: Examples of non-abelian FA-presentable groups include infinite direct powers of a finite
non-abelian group, and GL_n(R) for some FA-presentable ring, e.g. the Boolean algebra mentioned

before, viewed as a ring. Each finitely generated FA-presentable group is abelian-by-finite (Oliver and

Thomas). A recent improvement of this (Nies and Thomas): if G is ANY FA-presentable group, then

each f.g. subgroup of G is abelian-by-finite. Using similar methods, each FA- presentable commutative
ring with 1 is locally finite.

Abelian groups: Known examples are (Z,+), the Prufer groups, and Z[1/p] for a prime p, and the
obvious derived examples (like finite direct products). While the multiplicative group of rationals is

non-automatic (Khoussainov e.a.), it is a major open question if the additive rationals are

FA-presentable.

$Sigma^1_1$-completeness seems unlikely for groups, so the eventual goal might be a characterization

of FA-presentable (abelian) groups.


