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INTRODUCTORY ESSAY
In 1975 Professor Hugh Kawharu edited a collection of 

essays (Conflict and Compromise) written by former students 
of this department in honour of Professor Ralph Piddington. 
He points out that "the studies were never planned as a 
programme and do not, therefore, fit neatly together. What 
unifies them is an interest in the Maori and an 
anthropological approach" (p.4). As I have shown in my 
earlier paper on the Auckland Social Anthropology theses 
(Working Paper No. 75 1986) there is a considerable amount 
of other work on New Zealand produced by our students - some 
focused on primarily Maori issues, some more general in 
scope, or focused on one of the other ethnic groups in New 
Zealand. There is also a good balance of research carried 
out in Oceania, and often the same people do both local and 
overseas research. I believe that this broader context is 
the appropriate one to characterize social anthropology at 
Auckland University, and hence, the context for analysis of 
research by social anthropologists - be it Maori, Pakeha, or 
Oceanic research. Professor Kawharu (who is now Professor 
Sir Hugh Kawharu, in Maori Studies at Auckland) further 
comments that "The parent works upon which the chapters are 
based represent approximately one-half of all social 
anthropological studies written on the post-European Maori. 
Although little research in this field is being undertaken 
at present, much remains to be done..." (p.20). His further 
comments point to an important distinction between 
documentary research and field research. Research based on 
documentary material on the Maori in the nineteenth century, 
he says, shows "the lack of the field anthropologist's 
minutiae [and] denies them the opportunity to unfold the 
true nature of the social groups that come under their 
purview and forces them instead to sketch general trends on 
broad historical canvases" (p.20). ■ In contrast, "...the 
twentieth century studies are, by choice, of non-tribal 
associations in predominantly Pakeha contexts. They are the 
products of field research and took, on the average, three 
times as long to prepare as the documentary studies. (They
might have taken longer had the authors chosen topics
requiring a mastery of the Maori language" (p.21). As 
Kawharu points out there is not always a sharp distinction 
between the two approaches... some research uses both.
However, the distinction is recognized, and it is one that 
can be crucial for the development of social anthropology 
which, I believe, is basically a field research discipline, 
and those who wish to proceed should be trained on that 
basis. Naturally this does not preclude familiarity with a 
range of methods such as documentary research. But it is
well to remember that field research does take longer, and
is made more complex by the ethical requirements involved.

Professor Kawharu also refers to what he calls a "more 
fundamental distinction" which "stems from a concern with 
change". In the potential areas for further research that



he identifies, Kawharu sees many opportunities in both field 
and archival research, in both "pure" and "applied" 
problems. "We have, indeed" he says "just begun". These 
comments could well apply to the larger body of graduate 
research which I have documented in these working papers.

This present working paper stops at 1984 as it seems to 
me that it is best to leave a four or five year gap for 
these assessments, although the abstracts now required in 
theses should be kept bound and updated on an annual basis 
in the Piddington Room for easy reference.

I have treated the M.A. Research Essays separately from 
the M.A. and PhD theses. The M.A. Research Essays are, on 
the whole, not major pieces of research in the way that 
theses are, nor are they very well documented in terms of 
research methods, supervisors etc. and thus I do not include 
a discussion of this work in my Introductory Essay. There 
are some notable exceptions among the research essays where 
the student has produced work that could have been 
considered a thesis, and some of the research essay students 
have gone on to higher degrees and very accomplished 
careers. Nevertheless, rather than make exceptions, I 
merely include the abstracts for this collection of work.
It is also the case that the Auckland department eventually 
discouraged the research essay option for M.A. qualification 
for those students intending to go on to a PhD.

I would like to repeat here an earlier caution1 that I 
made regarding my selection of work for review:

There will be some theses and research essays difficult 
to categorize where the emphasis on social 
anthropology. Maori Studies and prehistory overlaps. I 
have no dogmatic criteria - such things as subject 
matter, method, theoretical issues, supervisors, and 
self-identification of researcher will all play a
part.....Certainly changes in the department over the
years which have effected our degree structure and the 
margins between the sub-disciplines are also relevant.

I would like to add a further note that in a few cases I 
have "taken in" theses that other sections of the department 
treat with some ambivalence... this rarely seems to 
happen. ..and when it does it often has more to do with 
boundary maintenance between the sub-disciplines in the 
department than the quality of the work itself. Generally 
speaking, I need some other indication, such as supervisory 
or advisory input from social anthropology staff in order to 
include such work in my listing. However, my expressed 
intention to stimulate debate as to the content, quality, 
and direction of New Zealand based social anthropology, 
might well stimulate debate as to the relationship between

1 "Preliminary Draft List of Theses in Social Anthropology 
at Auckland University" E. Rimoldi 7th November 1984



the subdisciplines within Anthropology in New Zealand - both 
outcomes would be welcome.
The Middle Years: Theses Submitted 1972 -.1984

The list of social anthropology staff in the Auckland 
Anthropology Department from 1972-1984 shows many changes on 
the retirement of Professor Piddington, who was made 
Professor Emeritus (and part-time lecturer) in 1972. 
Professor Biggs became Head of Department. Professor Ralph 
Bulmer was appointed to replace Professor Piddington and 
would take up his post in 1974, while a visiting American 
Professor, Ted Graves, temporarily held a position in social 
anthropology until Bulmer's arrival. Three new permanent 
staff members arrived from overseas (Bowers, Rimoldi, 
Webster) later followed by the appointment of Huntsman, 
Salmond, and Rogers. Other permanent and temporary staff 
would influence the work of students in the '70's and '80‘s 
“ Robin Hide. Alan Harwood, Keith Chambers as well as 
temporary positions filled by a passing parade of local 
graduates as tutors, assistant lecturers, and lecturers.
All of these people contributed to a diversification of 
theoretical and methodological approaches. Nevertheless, 
the research focus of the students remained New Zealand and 
Oceania, which is consistent with the early years.

In 1972 John Graham (Social Networks in Waiuku, M.A.) 
submitted a thesis under the supervision of Roger Oppenheim 
who had himself carried out anthropological research in 
Waiuku. Graham had a strong interest in the New Zealand 
family and in the interaction of the family with external 
persons and institutions, and observed that while "the 
current theme in many Western countries is a reappraisal of 
the institution of the family, in the New Zealand case, it 
is an initial appraisal which is still demanded" (p4). He 
also makes the observation that "....while there is a 
paucity of information regarding the kinds and qualities of 
relationships which New Zealand European children 
experience, both within and beyond the family, there is a 
ready fund of evidence on development and child-rearing 
practices of the Maori" and he further suggest that both 
state and non-state agencies concerned with the family in 
New Zealand "....operate with only a foggy appreciation of 
fundamental characteristics of family life in the New 
Zealand setting". Operating on the premise that New Zealand 
families do not on the whole operate as isolated nuclear 
units, Graham initiated his study of the network of personal 
links which individuals have built up around themselves in 
towns. Graham's thesis includes considerable discussion of 
the technique of network analysis. His analysis suggests, 
among other things, some interesting aspects of the nature 
of "community" in this town. In spite of the fact that it 
was a long-established community, recent immigrants were 
easily "assimilated". They were, he felt, more interested 
in the town and its people than in creating a secure niche 
among other new immigrants. The community, though small and



stable, was not made up of one large network, but rather a 
number of discrete nets centred around a number of key 
organizations. Like Don Chappie before him (1971 M.A.) 
Graham suggests that one operating factor may be the 
proliferation of "voluntary service and recreational 
associations in the town which have had the effect of 
splitting rather than uniting members of the community."

That same year Ed Nelson (A Country District: some 
aspects of "joker1 culture. 1972 M.A.) submitted his work 
on a rural district, centred on a town he calls by the 
pseudonym "Toheroa". Although Nelson tries to disguise the 
identity of this town, he nevertheless provides an extensive 
historical and physical description of the area, including 
roading patterns, photographs and soil types. The identity 
of his informants is protected by giving them the names of 
lecturers in the Auckland University Anthropology Department 
- a whimsical and witty ploy which characterizes the wry 
humour and gentle humanity in his writing style. Nelson 
suggests that it is more appropriate to think of people in 
this district as peasants, than farmers, because of the fact 
that kinship relationships remained "of the first 
importance" - particularly evident in his analysis of the 
"old families". He suggests a fascinating system of 
"pedigree marriages" which produce a "pedigree" herd!

Nelson beautifully illustrates what he calls the "local 
terminology" and "meaning" of the concept of community. "In 
local understanding, 'District' is synonymous with 
'community'. District refers to a territorial unit. It has 
definite and prescribed boundaries. People living within 
these boundaries are Pua-Kahawai folk. They are a very 
singular people, and not to be confused in any way with 
locals of other districts - even if ties of sentiment and 
kinship cut across such district boundaries." In 
illustration of this sense of "community" Nelson points out 
that on the Plaque in the church hall to honour servicemen 
in the World Wars the "surnames underneath this heading are 
the same as those in the cemetery, the brass plaques in the 
Church, Road names in the District (and in some parts of the 
region). They are also the same as the surnames in the 
Toheroa Telephone Directory." Current controversy over the 
nature and locus of "community" in New Zealand may well 
profit by such earlier studies. Nevertheless, Nelson, the 
anthropologist, suggests that there are two historical 
realities and the local European settlement histories told
by the "old jokers....generally ignored a much older
reality - the hills on the ridges which are studded with Pa 
and the abundance of beds of shell midden - evidence of a 
much older and longer settlement".

The overall problem that Nelson deals with in his 
research is the relationship of one district with another, 
and inter-district relationships. In part, his method often 
seems to be to follow up disputes within and across these 
borders. He says "....I think in rivalry and hostility can



best be seen the local 'reality' people have built and come 
to understand”. This seems to suggest that a sense of 
community is built on the maintenance of a boundary between 
"us" and "them". There is an appendix to the thesis wherein 
Nelson describes in some detail the conditions and practice 
of his fieldwork - begun in February 1971 and completed in 
late April 1972. Like earlier M.A. students he was a 
teacher in the area. On "section" from training college. 
Nelson left teaching to concentrate on his thesis. Nelson 
describes his gradual acceptance by the community and the 
various means by which he shed his "student status" to 
become a "little fine-boned Joker". However, for reasons 
which he illustrates, he believed that rapport was often 
"blocked" and it was his own feeling that his fieldwork thus 
failed to achieve one of the results he desired - that "the 
researcher and the community [are left] with a consistent 
and comprehensible picture of what is being done."

The following year, four theses were submitted three of 
which focused on New Zealand and one on Western Samoa. My 
own M.A. thesis (E. Horrocks 1973 Wedding rituals in 
Auckland) was then, and perhaps still is, the only extended 
treatment of Pakeha ritual in New Zealand by an 
anthropologist. (I would be interested to hear of others.) 
The work was not in any sense a community study, but rather 
focused on the ritual construction of meaning. My decision 
to concentrate on Pakeha was not informed by similar 
interests in earlier theses in this department (I was then 
not particularly aware of this other work) but rather by 
deference to the resentment many Maori had expressed at 
being the usual targets of social research. I was also 
influenced by the current recognition within international 
anthropology of its colonial and imperialist roots. Hence, 
my understanding at the time was not so much that my work 
was part of a growing tradition in New Zealand anthropology, 
but rather that I was part of a "new wave" that was re
negotiating its relationship with indigenous people. At the 
same time, I was very aware of anthropological research 
carried out in dominant white society - Piddington had 
taught Warner's Yankee City Series for years, and I was 
influenced by his work. Two members of my Master Class also 
submitted theses on Pakeha institutions - one on Church 
Union, and one on Mt. Eden prison. Brian Turner (Church 
Union Proposal in Glenn-Innes - Pt. England. 1973 M .A .) 
added to the growing number of community studies. Though 
focused on a particular issue, that of Church Union, Turner 
grounded his study in a very broad and stimulating 
description and analysis of the urban communities involved. 
He covers early settlement, local history, population and 
census figures. He refers to the study carried out by 
deBres (1966 M.A.) as well as some unpublished theses in 
geography and sociology. Like deBres, Turner was himself a 
member of the clergy. Turner discusses, in a most 
interesting way, aspects of community (with a view to the 
effect of a possible "Church union"). He describes the 
"gradual sense of locality to emerge in a new housing area



of Pt. England, and the number of new associations which 
formed... and the surrounding social dynamics which led to a 
community generating an internal, independent, social life." 
His treatment of such concepts as anonymity, "labelling", 
and apathy are extremely interesting in their particular 
manifestation in a New Zealand setting. Turner's work is 
carefully documented, and at the same time that it is 
theoretically interesting, it remains humanly specific. 
Although the Church organization and re-structuring on which 
the research is focused is basically a Pakeha mode. Turner 
explores the complexity of ethnic relations in these 
contexts.

Neil Darragh (Social Relations of Prison Inmates 1973 
M.A.) was also a clergyman - at the time of his research he 
was a part-time chaplain at Mt. Eden jail. There were, he 
observes, nearly 11,000 people in New Zealand penal 
institutions - 200 New Zealanders "maimed" in one kind of 
"disaster" or another. Darragh pursued his research intent 
on countering both a negative and a positive stereotype of 
criminals. He felt they were not uniformly anti-social and 
violent "united with other criminals against conventional 
society and its agents" nor were they all "victims of 
disastrous family backgrounds lacking love and affection" 
and only needing non-judgmental caring to become 
contributing members of society. Darragh points out that 
there was very little research on prisons in New Zealand and 
because other (overseas) studies suggest that prison culture 
reflects the broader culture of which it is a part. New 
Zealand prisons can only be understood in the New Zealand 
context. It was his hope that by presenting broadly based 
research which looked at the complexity of the situation and 
accepting that his results could only be tentative, future 
research could explore more specific variables. "In the 
end" he says "one hopes that social science can be 
cumulative". In this respect, he also believed that re
studies would be needed as the social context changed, thus 
altering the prison context. Clearly, graduate researchers, 
in most instances, had a sense of a common purpose beyond 
each individual study. Darragh explains that his method of 
research was effected by various factors such as 
unavailability of funds, or personnel, time available (one 
year for research, six months for analysis and 
presentation), his role as a quasi "insider" as a chaplain. 
He provides an interesting discussion of these methods and 
how he developed them...in fine Malinowskian manner he makes 
specific how he obtained his data...for example under the 
rubric of participation observation he recorded 2,000 
conversations or observations. Darragh describes in very 
human terms the pain of imprisonment. He says confinement 
is "partly physical and partly moral". He discusses inter
ethnic relations, primarily between Maori and Pakeha. 
Exemplary reading for those who think that imprisonment is 
too soft, this thesis manages to retain the human identity 
of prisoners without resorting to the positive or negative 
stereotypes the research meant to dispel. Some small



indication, however, that all may not be well in the 
"outside" world is suggested in the statement: "Jails at
least have the advantage that they are one of the easiest 
places in the world to get into if the pressures of living 
become too great".

In the long tradition of teacher-researcher, Tim Heath 
(The Diagnosis and Treatment of Disease in a Rural Village 
in Western Samoa 1973 M.A.) carried out his fieldwork while 
employed as a headteacher of Palauli Junior High School.
His wife Siainiu is acknowledged as being of great help in 
his research - being Samoan, also a trained teacher, and 
holding a title of ceremonial importance - she assisted as 
an interpreter and informant. Material for the thesis was 
collected between February 1971 and February 1972. Chapter 
One refers to methods of fieldwork and problems in data 
collection. Heath was primarily concerned to discover the 
ways in which rural Samoans diagnose and classify disease. 
Hence, he relied strongly on ethnoscience literature, such 
as Sturtevant, Bulmer and Tyler. Frake. His careful 
discussion of the difficulties that arose in trying to 
satisfy the ethnoscientific methodological model when the 
required data was not obtainable is a good illustration of 
how and why anthropologists must modify theory/methods in 
response to fieldwork experience. Heath’s conclusions point 
to a tension between strong tendencies to "remain 
essentially Samoan" and at the same time to take advantage 
of Western medicine - often both treatments are sought 
simultaneously. However, there is a tendency to try and 
keep a firm distinction between what is Samoan and what is 
foreign - thus when both sources of help are sought it is 
usually without "informing either that they are sharing a 
patient". Samoan "taxonomy" of disease, and principles of 
diagnosis were not entirely lost, but Heath suggests they 
might now be more heavily influenced by Western medicine 
than the informants realized (e.g. as shown, he says, by the 
fact that "many disease names...are clearly Samoanized 
English words, even tho‘ the diseases were said to be 
exclusively "Samoan diseases.") Heath seems to see a 
general ambivalence with regard to Western expertise, 
producing situations where, for instance, a practitioner 
will be evaluated by Samoans not on his skill, but his 
social position in the community. And furthermore, a Samoan 
practitioner may well reject tradition in the work 
situation, but defend it against Westernization in all other 
spheres of life. Many of these arguments regarding cultural 
boundaries, are recurrent themes in the Auckland theses.

In 1974 Gayle Hanson carried out research which not 
only added to that already done on suburban communities but 
is unusual in that she describes the day by day lives of 
teenage boys. Ethnography of children is rare in 
anthropological literature and Hanson writes in a very 
accessible, honest and sensitive manner of their (very 
negative) attitudes to school, as well as some discussion of 
their job histories and petty crimes. Hanson also makes it



very clear that she Is aware of the lower-class status of 
the boys in her study and the implications of this on their 
life-style and its repercussions. She says “Where the Recks 
got into trouble, at school and outside school, was when 
they tried to take behaviour which was acceptable in their 
own environment and carry it with them into a predominantly 
middle-class area. Then they were arrested for such crimes 
as using obscene language, indecent exposure, borrowing 
other people's property without permission, and trespass. 
They themselves rarely altered their behaviour in order to 
make concessions to the society outside their own milieu. 
However, their normal behaviour would never have been 
acceptable anywhere but on their home ground." At the same 
time, she abhors the class distinctions she seems to 
acknowledge as a functioning reality. In her conclusions 
she states, "I believe that dividing people into 
intellectual and socioeconomic streams has a damaging effect 
on the personalities of the people so divided." I have 
noted this ambivalence elsewhere, for example, in Brian 
Turner's (1973 M.A.) thesis where he noted the avoidance of 
the label "lower", or "working class" by residents of a 
particular suburb, when he himself (and the residents) were 
aware of the designation. What Hanson, and perhaps Turner, 
were acknowledging was that an analytic category in social 
science was seen, and felt, by the people in their studies, 
as a stigma. Hence, the concept itself had to be called 
into question at some level, by the researchers.

In 1975 a highly theoretical thesis was produced by 
David Hill (M.A. Transcultural Psychiatry: The Negative
Promise). An intellectual library thesis of this order, 
focused on conceptual or epistemological issues in the 
social sciences are not common in our Auckland tradition, 
but when they do occur, they make a significant contribution 
to the growing maturity of the discipline. Auckland 
Anthropology has produced such work from time to time and it 
has the potential to reorient studies in related fields by 
virtue of the strength of their critique. Hill argues 
ultimately for an ideologically free but culturally 
sensitive psychiatry - a critique that he presents with 
brilliance, yet a critique that had to wait some thirteen 
years to be reformulated in field research (by Michael 
Goddard 1988 PhD Psychiatry in Papua New Guinea: A 
critique.)

The time gap in this case is unfortunate but even more 
unfortunate is the wealth of research which has never found 
its way back into the discipline in New Zealand. I do not 
mean to imply that Hill and Goddard would share the same 
position exactly, but that the critique was developed in 
relation to New Zealand and the Pacific only in fits and 
starts and the low profile of the anthropological 
contribution allows the mistaken belief that we fail to 
contribute. By characterizing Hill's work as highly 
theoretical, I do not mean to imply it has not also explicit 
and practical applications. To quote from his conclusions:



"...when all the words have been said and all the thoughts 
expressed, when we finally turn and consider the proper 
purpose of psychiatry, the troubled person, do we not have a 
moral obligation to research every conceivable avenue, 
however improbable it seems to be, however much it offends 
our prejudices? Where the consequences of our theoretical 
actions (those we take and do not take, those that we 
encourage and those that we discourage) merge with the lived 
experience of people (anonymous or not) there is no room for 
haughty prejudice or dogmatic opinions. Euro-American 
psychiatry is rapidly putting a strait jacket on the 
psychiatric knowledge of the world."

The great value of continuity can be seen in the career 
of Garth Rogers, tragically lost to the Auckland department 
in 1989, who proceeded in his Tongan research (M.A. 1968) to 
produce a PhD in 1975 (Kai and Kava in Niuatoputapu: Social
Relations. Ideologiesand Contexts in a Rural Tongan 
Community). Garth had taught on a temporary basis in the 
department while still a graduate student, but upon 
completion of his PhD was appointed to a permanent 
lectureship. He developed a highly respected interest in 
ethnohistory which inspired the work of students from the 
Pacific region, as well as further afield. As in his PhD, 
his notion of history was always tempered by the specifics 
of social relations (seen as so important by Kawharu above) 
as well as both the profound and the whimsical nature of the 
"human condition". Garth’s work is of unquestionable value 
academically, but somehow, perhaps because of the loss of 
the man himself, it seems appropriate here to refer to his 
imaginative integration of fine research and personal 
integrity in the field. How he integrated the two is 
beautifully expressed in this excerpt from his PhD thesis:

Europeans in Tonga are outsiders usually treated with 
great courtesy and unjustified respect. Whether one 
shares its values or not, one represents a powerful and 
wealthy civilization. In every rural village I lived 
in, I got the impression that I was expected to live 
and behave not like a humble commoner but like a chief 
with extensive resources at my disposal. It seemed 
that I was the first poor (in wealth and resources) 
European my rural hosts had seen and my attempts to 
live a simple life: refusing local prestige foods and 
refraining from expensive imported foods, washing in 
the sea, sleeping on mats in a thatched hut, sitting at 
the back instead of the front of the church and public 
ceremonies, drew only expressions of disappointment and 
occasionally disgust from my hosts. I was acting 
ma1u1 a 1o "lowly" or angafakatu1 a "behaving like a 
commoner" instead of faka'eiki "chiefly". It is likely 
that the advent of the Peace Corps in Tonga since 1967 
of a generation of western youth in patched britches, 
will already have changed these expectations. As my 
work in Tonga progressed, I learned by the example of 
Tongan subtlety not to make my lack of empathy with



class structured relations between men blatant. I was 
commended for donning a suit and tie to demonstrate my 
respect for the social order when I sought the company 
of an aristocrat, not criticised for my hypocrisy. I 
removed myself as a candidate for "big man" in the 
village by announcing that I had become vegetarian in 
order to survive in Tonga. Thereafter life for me 
became much easier."

By living on low prestige foods freely available for 
purchase or trade to all people. Garth avoided the 
relationships of social indebtedness which lend themselves 
to status distinctions. Thus, his motives were clear and 
not confused with personal gain - yet did not challenge 
Tongan values to the point of heaping shame on those who did 
adhere to those values. After becoming vegetarian (a change 
he required of himself. not of Tongans) Garth said: "Now I 
could go down to the wharf to record the haul from the nets 
without being felt to be waiting to be offered fish; and the 
fishermen could fulfil the canons of generosity and village 
reputation by offering me fish without resentment". This is 
a complex resolution of how to be "with" others and not lose 
ones "sense of self". Some rather facile debates in local 
anthropological circles over the partiality or impartiality 
of the anthropologist would benefit from a consideration of 
Garth Rogers’ life and work.

My review of graduate research at Auckland seems to 
suggest that the strongest legacy from the Piddington era 
was the emphasis on ethnographic coherence and description, 
a reluctance to generate or attach one's material to grand 
theories (at least not without careful qualification with 
regard to either inherent problems with the theory in 
theoretical terms, or special factors in New Zealand, or 
other field situations), and a sense of purpose which often 
emerges from the researcher's already established 
professional or personal concerns. It was this aspect of 
"functionalism" (rather than a negative anti-historical 
approach) which developed. History has been important in 
this department.

The fact that many students followed up areas of 
research already of some interest to themselves is an aspect 
of our graduate programme which could be directly effected 
by the structure of the teaching situation, and the practice 
of "allocating" research topics, or only "recruiting" 
students according to staff field interests. A more 
directed approach to our M.A. and PhD research would alter 
that factor of personal choice which seems to give greater 
depth to much of the work. At the same time. I can see the 
wasted initiative when important areas of New Zealand or 
Pacific research are generated, basic description and 
analysis formulated,...then it is forgotten and because it 
is not used in teaching, or further research, even our own 
students fail to refer to it in subsequent related work. It 
is, I suspect, not only a problem of continuity, of



balancing the essential importance of "inspired" student 
interest with a coherent research programme, but also of 
overcoming a rather provincial reluctance to critique and 
openly explore the work of colleagues, friends (and 
enemies!) in a rather closed academic environment. As is 
true in the literary and art scene, the sense of being 
"stranded on a Pacific Island" (with no steamer in sight) 
and the often observed (but never properly researched) 
overlapping, interlocking, and "overbearing" social networks 
in this small country all mitigate against a hearty analysis 
of the merits of local work. Often we feel reluctant to 
waste time on the obviously second-rate work, and the best 
work is often, naturally, done by "our" friends, people we 
like and respect, and though the latter case provides a 
better basis for critique which leads to mature growth in 
the discipline (or art) it is also far more difficult, 
personally and professionally, than it is to set fire to 
straw men - or distant academics in other lands - a sort of 
"off-shore" investment in critique. An uneasy and unstable 
professional structure for local anthropologists certainly 
doesn't help the situation as one never knows, or perhaps 
more alarmingly, one often does know, where patronage 
emanates.

This digression is not meant to reflect more heavily on 
the body of work in my Working Papers, than any other aspect 
of anthropology in New Zealand, but it is partly to provide 
some basis for correcting the situation, that I produce 
these two Working Papers on Auckland theses. Instead of an 
atmosphere of "search and destroy" which seems to pervade 
our academic jungles, we should research and enjoy the 
intellectual debate that could take place in a professional 
solidarity. It is also worth noting that almost all of our 
Auckland graduate students who have done theses have 
continued to contribute and develop through their 
anthropological education in many areas of New Zealand life. 
Hence, to discover a weakness, or an arguable point in some 
one person's research, does not indicate that it is at that 
very point that the researcher should be forever pilloried - 
another good reason for a "continued critique" - a constant 
ongoing familiarity with research and academic discourse in 
New Zealand and beyond. Sporadic debates between "stars" in 
Anthropology, whether in journals like "Sites", or the pages 
of the Listener, or the faintly archaic Journal of the 
Polynesian Society are, I believe, insufficient if we have 
no real basic understanding of the body of accumulating 
research done in our academic departments - most of it by 
students. The almost perceptible raising of hackles on the 
necks of our non-academically employed graduates as I say 
this merely exacerbates the situation - for they look to us 
for academic stability and resource... but feel rejected by 
our (intermittent and shaky) solidarity.

In 1975 Graham Jackson completed his PhD (The Kopon: 
Life and Death on the Fringes of the New Guinea Highlands) 
which is a continuation of his research interest in Papua



New Guinea begun with his M.A. (Auckland 1965). A curious 
contrast can be made in the Acknowledgements which preface 
this thesis, and that of Rogers, submitted in the same year. 
Jackson lists four funding agencies (two in New Zealand, one 
in Great Britain, and one in New York) which gave financial 
support for his work. On the other hand. Rogers makes a 
point of the fact that he received virtually no funding at 
all (though he does mention some support from the Auckland 
Anthropology Department). This is an issue which must also 
be addressed if we hope to establish a genuine context for 
the development of anthropology in New Zealand. Jackson’s 
thesis presents a great deal of ethnographic description 
valuable for future research, and initiates an analysis 
(which he himself sees as incomplete) which links various 
demographic factors with mortality risks related to disease, 
and to fighting.

In a scholarly and well-written library thesis, Keith 
Barber (The Satyagraha Movement in South Africa 1976 M.A.) 
developed his interest in social movements - in this case 
exploring Gandhi's support of the Indians in South Africa. 
Apart from the fact that it adds to the recognition of the 
importance of history in the Auckland Anthropology 
Department, Barber’s thesis with its interest in the 
dynamics of a philosophy which could invoke "socially 
meaningful action at the level of individual responsibility" 
is a contribution of some significance both for historical 
research into social movements in New Zealand and the 
Pacific, and research into contemporary social movements. 
(Barber since completed a PhD at Auckland (1986 on 
Employment and Race Relations Policy in New Zealand: A 
Critique). As the Auckland Department began to generate its 
own graduate research programme, up to PhD level, a new 
generation of students began to appear, who had not already 
established themselves in a "first career" in teaching or 
medicine etc., but who majored in Anthropology in their 
first, second and third degrees. Some, as in Barber's case, 
took all their degrees at Auckland, some came from other New 
Zealand departments of anthropology, and a few from 
overseas. Students now had a viable choice between taking 
their advanced degrees in New Zealand or overseas - some 
still took up the latter option, often after taking an M.A. 
here first. The combination of an emergent research 
community in New Zealand departments, and the wider horizons 
provided both by students who went overseas, and new staff 
coming in from overseas, began to create almost ideal 
conditions at Auckland.

In 1976 Peter Cleave, in the tradition of teachei—  
researcher, submitted his M.A. thesis on St Stephen's School 
1972-4. An interesting thesis in itself (and in spite of 
the title the work provided a historical perspective back 
to 1847 and the emergence of the St. Stephen’s "traditions") 
Cleave's work is even more relevant in the current climate 
of 1989 and the dramatic changes in New Zealand's education 
system. Studies of specific "school culture" in New Zealand



are rare and with the "deregulation" of education such 
studies will become increasingly important. Cleave's study 
of St. Stephens is used in teaching at Auckland Teachers 
College. For academic anthropology, of particular interest 
may be the contribution of this work in Cleave's analysis of 
how "the school emphasizes some and tends to exclude other 
features of national culture, and the national culture of 
schools" as well as his contrast between "folk" anthropology 
and "legitimate" anthropology. Indicative of the spirit of 
innovation and commitment among Auckland students in the 
70's is the work of Pauline Barber (no relation to Keith 
Barber) who introduces her 1977 M.A. thesis (Artists in 
Auckland - An Ethnographic Approach) thus: "I align myse1f 
with those ''malcontents’ who deem it necessary for 
anthropologists to operate in a reflexive, self-conscious 
and critical mode." Although there had been theses produced 
at Auckland in anthropology on Maori art forms - dance, 
poetry, carving, mythology etc....it has been developed 
primarily in Maori Studies and Prehistory. This is partly 
an expression of the emergent distinction between the sub
disciplines in the department. However, it is perhaps also 
an expression of a fallacy which fails to appreciate the 
legitimacy of the study of comparable expressive forms in 
"Pakeha culture" as an aspect of anthropology in New 
Zealand. Pauline Barber's thesis is an early contribution to 
that focus which, it is my contention, is necessary to 
produce a balanced and dynamic New Zealand anthropology.
From a basic resource of interviews with six artists 
associated with Auckland's School of Fine Arts (Elam),
Barber explores the Auckland art scene, and its relation to 
the metropolitan art world, as well as the local consumption 
of art. The effect of New Zealand's supposed provincial 
status in a world dominated by major intellectual/artistic/ 
commercial centres is of current and continuing interest 
here, but in terms of the general principles involved in 
centre-periphery development, is also of interest to the 
international intellectual community. Hence, specific 
analysis of aspects of this process, and how it is perceived 
and dealt with by - in this case New Zealand artists - are 
as invaluable as they are rare. One way in which a New 
Zealand focused research student can nevertheless develop a 
broader anthropological perspective on some topic can be 
illustrated here, not only by the thesis itself but by a 
relationship with Waigani Centre for the Arts which Pauline 
Barber and others developed for a time. Professor Bulmer 
had a steady stream of visitors from Papua New Guinea, two 
of whom were artists, and as was his practice, he suggested 
his visitors be invited to speak to the student Social 
Anthropology Club. Pauline Barber and other members of the 
club began a correspondence with the Waigani Centre and 
arranged for some art books to be sent over. These days a 
Waikato Anthropologists Dr. Ngahuia Te Awekotuku) is a 
lecturer in Art History at Auckland and Elam is regularly 
visited by Pacific Artists. This is, however, a whole area 
of research and teaching in Auckland anthropology that has 
failed to develop since Professor Sid Mead left us for



Canada. He had taught a course In the anthropology of art 
but after returning from Canada, he took up a position as 
professor of Maori Studies at Victoria University. Pauline 
Barber is now in Canada with her husband, the New Zealand 
artist Bruce Barber, where she has been working on a 
doctorate.

For reasons of length. I can not here go into the 
future careers of the Auckland students in every case but it 
is worth noting that contrary to popular belief, our 
graduates are not only well regarded but continue to develop 
their training in both academic, and other areas. Indeed a 
greater knowledge of New Zealand anthropology both in the 
past and the present lends little support to either a 
positive or a negative theory of provincial status. This 
can be seen both in the quality of our "exports" and in the 
influential contributions of our "imports"^.

Barry Baquie's 1977 M.A. (Fishing in Rarotonga) blurs 
the distinctions between the sub-disciplines in its methods 
and orientation. Supervised by Harry Allen and Athol 
Anderson, there was also, I am told, substantial input from 
Professor Bulmer who was then Head of the Social 
Anthropology section. Bulmer had worked with the 
archaelogist Susan Bulmer in collaborative research in Papua 
New Guinea and would have been familiar with Baquie’s 
interests. Given Bulmer's interest in the work, and the 
difficulty the archaeology section has with Baquie’s 
approach I tentatively suggest a genre "ethnoarchaeology" 
for this work. Baquie himself sees the work as descriptive 
ethnography "similar to that of earlier writers and 
ethnographers", and he uses participant observation and 
interviews to gain his information and results which, he 
says, "speak for themselves". The work presented is 
certainly of interest, and in its attempt to "place" the 
technology and practice of present-day fishing practices in 
context is a legitimate anthropological enterprise. But I 
do not think it is legitimate to avoid a "theoretical 
framework" simply in order to allow the "data" and "human 
interest value" of the work to provide results which "speak 
for themselves". There has been a lot of water under the 
bridge in social anthropology on just those issues since the 
time of earlier ethnographers and the reader should not be 
left to merely speculate as to the writer's intellectual 
position in that debate. It may be that Baquie is 
challenging the speculative nature of much historical 
reconstruction and comparative archaeology, as is indicated 
by some of his summary remarks on page 32. If this is so, 
he certainly does pose a theoretical challenge which is of 
concern to the discipline overall. In his modest and

2 An interesting gloss on Firth’s role in British 
Anthropology, as a New Zealander can be seen in Leach's 
essay - "Glimses of the unmentionable in The History of 
British Anthropology" in The Annual Review of Anthropology 
1984 Vol.131.



straight-forward descriptive manner, Bacquie's thesis is 
interesting to read and will provide a resource for the 
future, indeed, the kind of resource that Biggs (1955 M.A.) 
and others wish they had at hand to reconstruct pre-contact 
society. Furthermore, Baquie's work - in modern 
functionalist style - places the technology of fishing in 
its social, ecological, and demographic context - an 
approach which is our inheritance from years of theoretical 
struggle - continuing to the present day.

Paul Johnson's 1977 M.A. (Perceptions of Ageing Among 
the Middle-Aged: A Contribution to the Ethnography of Adult 
Life) is based on interviews with middle-aged New 
Zealanders, rather than participant observation. Johnson 
discusses in some detail problems in the method. (Much of 
this sort of information in Auckland theses would be very 
helpful to students about to embark on research of their 
own.) Theoretically, Johnson uses an "interpretive 
perspective" which he says, was "essentially functionalist". 
However, his thesis is, in his view a "descriptively 
oriented ethnography" and he uses "certain theoretical ideas 
in order to facilitate the presentation and interpretation 
of the conversations." Johnson associates variation in 
"degrees of awareness" of ageing with particular types of 
families in which individuals live, and it is in a "sense of 
discontinuity within their "life-space" that individuals 
most "experience" ageing. "Those individuals who live their 
lives surrounded by their children and elderly parents 
experience fewer discontinuities". It is an interesting 
hypothesis, and not without significance for New Zealand 
society. However, for anthropology to genuinely contribute 
to the understanding of such issues, there needs to be a 
continuity in testing and reformulating such hypotheses in 
more extensive field studies.

Judith Macdonald (M.A. 1977 Trickster and Hero: A Study 
of Their Universal Character and Their Reflection in Tokelau 
Tales) is a library thesis in the folklorist tradition. 
Analysis develops by application of a variety of theorists 
to a body of work collected by Judy Huntsman and Tony Hooper 
in the Tokelaus. The conclusions seem to focus on a primary 
characterization of Tokelau as a "community in which 
everyone co-operates for the good of all...and individualism 
is not acceptable, rank and honour only coming with age."
The tales ultimately appear to serve a function in 
maintaining the status quo. That same year Thomas Ryan 
produced a library thesis (Erahiatoric Niue: An Egalitarian 
Polynesian Society M.A.) which uses an approach he calls 
'synchronic* and 'diachronic' ethnohistory in an effort to 
establish determinants in "shaping the culture" of Niuean 
society. Ryan uses a range of archaeological and linguistic 
material, oral history, early accounts, ecological and 
demographic interpretations of pre-contact and early contact 
Niue in order to critique "standard ethnographies" on Niuean 
society. The critique operates on the premise of a 
"cultural whole" constrained or promoted on the basis of



contingent factors. A thorough analysis of the development 
of anthropology in New Zealand would need to show how much 
of this graduate research - even the often more narrowly 
focused theses of the 1970's - developed more broadly in 
individual careers - if not in any conscious planning or 
teaching in the academic institutions. Ryan and Macdonald 
went on tô do fieldwork in the Pacific. Ryan was able to 
find the resources to go to Niue, and Macdonald did field 
research on Tikopia, later spending time with Firth in 
England while she worked on her material. Others, like Ivy 
Winterbottom (1977 M.A. Attitudes to Sex Education:_Aspects
research agency in Auckland. Winterbottom's fieldwork was 
based on individual and group interviewss. The fairly 
common notion in the 70's and 80's at Auckland that 
interviews constitute "fieldwork" causes me to ponder what 
distinctions can be made between library research, research 
on documentary records such as land office records, 
collection of "interviews" or "oral histories" recorded by 
another anthropologist, and "fieldwork" as is generally 
understood in social anthropology. I think some 
consideration needs to be given to the problem because of 
the substantial difference in "interviewing techniques" and 
what I understand to be the methods of fieldwork in social 
anthropology. Presumably, some thought would also have to 
be given to what an Auckland M.A. in social anthropology is 
meant to achieve.

Winterbottom's analysis of the interviews refers to 
concepts such as "public culture", "private culture", "child 
culture" and "adult culture" in our society but such 
concepts could only be substantiated (or argued) in the 
context of a New Zealand ethnographic literature, critically 
taught and assessed - and this simply is a non-existent 
context, indeed, Winterbottom's bibliography lists only 
three academic texts - Firth's We The Tikopia 1936, 
Goodenough's Cooperation in Change 1963, and Laing's Self 
and Others 1971. It is a problem many of us share in our 
New Zealand focused research, although some of the more 
lengthy and substantial works overcome the problem to some 
extent by the range and depth of their studies. The danger 
of limiting New Zealand focused research to descriptive 
vignettes or theoretically unsound speculation on very 
limited data is great unless we begin to, at the very least, 
build on the already available research. Winterbottom's 
conclusion that even in her small sample are to be found 
"many people with different operating cultures" poses many 
questions not only as to the implementing of educational 
programmes, but also as to the basic concept of "culture" in 
New Zealand. The latter debate, in particular, is one we can 
not afford to ignore - anthropology having a particular 
responsibility for the popularity of such a concept.

1978 was something of a bumper year with five theses 
submitted - one a PhD by a student who had written an M.A. 
Research Paper, four M.A. theses and of these three went on

.) proceeded to establish a



to do PhDs though only one of these continued on In the 
Auckland Department. Josephine Baddeley's work (Phd 1978 
Rarotongan Society: The Creation of Tradition) is a
beautifully written thesis which is based on a year in the 
field, primarily at Ruatonga. a sound language skill in 
Rarotongan Maori, land court records, and other documentary 
material. In traditional ethnographic style, social 
organization is described from aspects of kin groupings, 
land use, economic, supernatural and medical practices, 
authority and status, etc. Baddeley's fieldwork and 
analysis is well-grounded both descriptively and in terms of 
supplementary data. She provides, for example, an 
interesting discussion of the association of women, au 
va’ine which had substantial traditional authority in 
maintaining order at village level, and the "remnants" of 
which she discovered in the tui tui. local sewing groups, or 
the clinic mothers who organized to maintain the child 
Welfare Clinic. Such observations develop into a much 
broader analysis of the decline of communal working groups, 
the social relations of production and differing 
classifications of "work". Her conclusions are an 
interesting dialectic between definitions of culture which 
can be seen as dynamic and changing, and "traditional" 
culture which is seen by Rarotongans as "immutable and to 
provide an enduring cornerstone for social relations".
Baddeley has gone on to take a degree in law at Auckland 
University and is now a practising lawyer in partnership 
with several other women lawyers in Auckland.

•

Terrence Loomis (M.A. Tinkers' Gully: Social Change in 
an Auckland Rehabilitation Area) questioned the concept of 
neighbourhood in an inner city Auckland area and examined 
the process of social change under conditions of urban 
renewal. He became instrumental in establishing a 
householders association, and carried out a survey of 31 of 
the 35 households in Tinker's Gully, formally interviewing 
24 of these. Loomis found that there were few extended 
studies of social life in New Zealand metropolitan settings 
and thus opted for a close study of his own neighbourhood - 
what he calls "depth drilling at a few strategically chosen 
sites". Among other conclusions Loomis saw social change in 
Tinker's Gully as one which primarily involved "transactions 
between European and Polynesian homeowners in symbolic 
competition for the neighbourhood". Loomis took his PhD at 
Adelaide University and is now Director of SSRFC in 
We 11ington.

Greg Newbold (1978 M.A. The Social Organization of 
Prisons) is a massive work - 453 pages - but in spite of his 
intention which is to "relate overseas research and theory 
to New Zealand situations" he never mentions research done 
on prisons and crime in the Auckland Department (e.g.
Darragh 1973. Duncan 1970) and Maori and Polynesian as 
distinct ethnic groups, are conspicuous by their absence.
As a convicted prisoner who wrote his thesis "within the 
confines of a maximum security prison cell" Newbold could



hardly be denied the status of a "participant observer" but 
a very great proportion of the thesis is also directed at 
the international literature. It is far too broad a work to 
summarize here and has been published and promoted by the 
author in recent public debate over prisons and the justice 
system. Newbold went on to take a PhD in Sociology at 
Auckland and is a lecturer in criminology at Victoria 
University.

Helen Telford’s M.A. that same year ("In’ and "Out‘on 
the Chatham Islands: A Study of Social Relations and Social
Categories) derived from three months fieldwork undertaken 
after a two month stint there with the Otago University 
Archaeological Expedition in the previous summer. Telford 
refers to Nelson's (1972) work on "old families" in rural 
New Zealand, making good use of his work, although there 
were other theses on rural New Zealand which would also have 
been pertinent. Telford's study is beautifully written with 
an extended analysis from the specific to the universal - a 
creative leap expected of anthropology but seldom attempted 
in this cautious age. Telford's work is a significant 
contribution towards an analysis and description of 
"community" in New Zealand, and the variety of its forms.
For example, relative isolation has allowed Maori influence 
to dominate the process of the development of kinship on 
Chatham Island and thus provides an interesting measure of 
values and social change in this aspect with other areas in 
New Zealand where Maori cultural preferences have not 
"pervaded all aspects of life" to the degree that Telford 
believes they have on Chatham.

Michael Myers' (M.A. 1978 Organizational Change in the 
Auckland Catholic Charismatic Movement) work counts among 
those theses that combine a clear theoretical interest with 
fieldwork. His intelligent writing style further enhances 
the impact of his work which illustrates the value of 
theoretical sophistication in analysis of social process in 
New Zealand. Theory in social anthropology, is best 
developed in relation to practice and any other formulation 
is, in my view, an open invitation to bias and "take over" 
in one form or another. If both are used in relation then 
the weaknesses of either factor can be readily seen by the 
critic of the work, and lead not to personal abuse of the 
researcher - one would hope - but to reformulations which 
allow all parties to the research to better approach the 
truth. In my opinion, this is one argument against an 
overspecialization in theoretical or "area" subject matter 
in an academic department - the relation between them 
becomes rigid rather than one of a dynamic dialectic.
Myers' work is also valuable insofar as he locates 
organizational changes in the Auckland Catholic Charismatic 
Movement in relation to both New Zealand and international 
developments, and he is able to use his theoretical 
perspective to place conflicting versions of the meaning of 
the movement.



I have Included here, rather experimentally I admit,
Fr. Michael Shirres’ 1979 M.A. thesis (Tapu. Being With 
Potentiality for Power) even though I could just as credibly 
place it with the other theses on Maori Studies topics not 
formally taken as Maori Studies M.A.s. Supervised by Pat 
Hohepa (1961 M.A.) whose own Masters thesis I considered 
very social anthropological, Fr. Shirres raises many issues 
in the anthropological study of religion and spiritual 
concepts that are best not left only to those with a special 
interest in the subject. Auckland graduate research has 
several areas of interest that are accumulating some "bulk"
- among these are schools and education topics, another is 
church and religious movements. By too much fragmentation 
in terms of intra-departmental specialization we loose the 
advantage of the refinement of our analysis and practical 
academic use of this material because seen individually they 
do not appear to constitute a sufficient body of work.
There is also the danger that by relegating Maori topics on 
art, poetry, dance, oral and written literature, ritual etc. 
to Maori Studies, the legitimate inclusion of such research 
within social anthropology is undermined. This may not be 
so great a problem if research on such topics extended to 
other ethnic groups - including the amorphous Pakeha, if 
indeed Pakeha does not already imply "everyone else". But. 
as I have said before ("Does the Ordinary Joker Have a 
Soul?" Eleanor Horrocks 1977 paper presented to New Zealand 
Association of Social Anthropologists) New Zealand research 
and literature seems to relegate certain human 
characteristics to one or another of the Maori-Pakeha 
categories, hence they are seen as the two primary 
oppositional categories. This is the greatest dilemma in my 
identification and discussion of social anthropological 
research at Auckland, and this dilemma can only be further 
explored in conjunction with the philosophical and 
organizational development of the Auckland Marae, Maori 
Studies and the Auckland Anthropology Department overall.

James Baker’s M.A. (1979 An Ethnography of Dairy Owners 
in Auckland) has not only the merit of providing initial 
ground-breaking descriptive research we so badly need in 
contemporary New Zealand ethnography, but is also very 
stimulating in quite a few areas of social analysis. It 
poses many relevant questions - how might economic 
restructuring effect standards of public behaviour and 
commercial interaction, what might be the effects of changes 
in licensing and protectionist policies on the viability of 
small business, what is the relation between individual 
life-styles and particular kinds of work, how do "informal 
economic and support services emerge in neighbourhoods.... 
and many more. Baker's research is theoretically "modest" 
insofar as it lacks pretence, but it is nevertheless 
inherently interesting in terms of dynamic social theory in 
New Zealand because his work allows the generation of 
hypotheses concerning the relation between economic and 
other social processes in New Zealand which in turn have 
practical implications for planning.



Henry Fielding's 1980 M.A. (The Saints Church and 
CulturalChange in French Polynesia.) adds to the Auckland 
theses which focus on church and religion. Of particular 
interest to research students is his appendix which includes 
his Outline for Proposed M.A. Thesis, Sample of the 
Questionnaire used, and a Sample Letter to Missionaries. 
Fielding combines various research methods - documentary, 
interviews, questionnaire, and fieldwork (mainly in Tahiti 
but also brief periods in Rangiroa and Taumotus). A lay 
Priest in the Saints Church, Fielding approaches his 
analysis eclectically but is most influenced by "the 
dialectic or hermeneutic approach of Clifford Geertz" and it 
seems that this in part, allows Fielding to integrate 
himself both as researcher and priest as the hermeneutic 
approach sees "culture1 as emerging out of the process of 
interpretation. Among other things, Fielding's work 
suggests some interesting hypotheses regarding the effects 
of missionary restrictions, alterations and revivals of 
Polynesian music and dancing. In many of our theses I am 
reminded of the great potential there is for a department 
such as ours with strong expertise in a range of 
specializations - such as ethnomusicology, linguistics - not 
that we always take full advantage of the opportunities at 
our disposal. This, of course, is partly a problem of time, 
money, and the already heavy teaching loads on social 
anthropology staff supervising graduate work.

In spite of the hardship it often imposes on the 
student (and in many cases, his/her family) enthusiastic and 
determined M.A. students continued to somehow project 
themselves into the field though no system of financing 
their work exists that is comparable to the PhD postgraduate 
scholarships and related research money. Martin McDonnell
(1980 M.A. Wai-me-gere:_A History of a European Plantation
on Taveuni) was one of these determined scholars. He 
managed to spend two months in Fiji on a plantation which 
belonged to descendants of James Valentine Tarte who arrived 
in Fiji in 1870. McDonnell spent nine months in library and 
archival research in new Zealand and Fiji and it was through 
this research that he chose to follow up the Tarte family’s 
fortunes in Fiji. McDonnell studied geography in London 
before going to Fiji for two years as a volunteer teacher in 
the Lau group - an excellent background on which to base his 
two months fieldwork. Each graduate student brings special 
interests and skills to anthropological research - in 
McDonnell's case his attention to local ecology is important 
in understanding aspects of his combined "history and 
folkhistory" of a colonizing "planter culture". McDonnell 
found it interesting that after 110 years, the namesake of 
the founder of the Tarte family estate planned to sell the 
plantation even though "in 1979 there were no threats such 
as independence movements, or nationalisation, to the rights 
to land by minority groups, no serious trouble with labour 
unions, or the prospects of a collapse in the copra 
industry...." Subsequent events in Fiji have shown how



quickly the situation can change, and how valuable to have 
studies which provide a more detailed and personal account 
of a fragile historical moment in times of rapid change.

In 1980 Llewellys Miller, (M.A. Some Aspects of the 
Matai System in Samoa and New Zealand) like earlier scholars 
in this department, explored concepts and theories of 
culture contact and change - melting, merging or maintaining 
traditions as migrants settle in New Zealand. Miller refers 
to the work of Cluny Macpherson whose Anthropology M.A.
(1971) and subsequent publication on Samoans in New Zealand 
provides a good resource for future scholars as does other 
work in the field of migrants and ethnic identity produced 
at the Auckland Anthropology Department. Miller's field 
research for her M.A. was based in Auckland and Wellington 
between 1976 and 1978 and contributes to our growing 
realization that New Zealand society is made up of many 
cultural formulations which are themselves unique 
elaborations on their "home cultures".

Christine Helliwe 11 (M.A. 1981 Choice and Constraint: A
Auckland department's "Pakeha Studies" with research based 
on a series of interviews. This thesis is not available 
without permission of the author who is currently at the 
Australian National University completing a PhD.

In 1981 Mark Illes (M.A. A Maori History of Tokomaru 
Bay, East Coast North Island) wrote a theses based on a body 
of literature (mid 1870's - 1900) "scattered throughout old 
manuscripts, diaries, letters, journals, books and Maori 
Land Court minute books." lies sees as significant that the 
stories in this collection are told by people who "lived at 
a time of no or little Pakeha contact" and thus, like Biggs 
(1955 M.A.) finds in this some relevance in establishing the 
flavour of "base-line" traditional culture. lies 
acknowledges that cultural forms and beliefs were dynamic 
and susceptible to strategic alteration in "traditional" 
Maori life, and that such a process will continue in both a 
social and aesthetic sense today. In its "reaction against 
Pakehatanga" as lies puts it, Maoritanga is involved with a 
New Zealand not easily divided into cultural isolates, and 
it is perhaps in this sense that the cross-purposes of Maori 
Studies and Social Anthropology at Auckland may in fact be 
more fruitfully observed as an intersection at which our 
work can meet at a theoretical level - be it ethnohistory, 
social change, an aesthetic of meanings, or theories of 
action and application. It perhaps remains for Maori 
scholars to consider what is and what is not included in 
any collation of research, to decide for themselves in what 
manner, if at all, Maori scholarship relates to social 
anthropology in New Zealand as it emerges as a body of work 
relevant not only to New Zealand, but to the wider world.

Tomas Ludvigson, who came to the Auckland Department 
from Sweden, gained his PhD in 1981 (Kleva:__Some Healers in



Central_Espiritu Santo Vanuatu). Most PhD students from our
department tend to carry out rather "classic1 Field projects 
in the Malinowski mode of participation in the everyday 
lives of village peoples. This is not true in every case, 
but it is interesting to note the attractiveness of the 
traditional model, and indeed its continued success in 
creating valuable innovative work and in many cases, a deep 
attachment to the people who "suffer" the anthropological 
presence. Ludvigson's thesis incorporates into the classic 
model contemporary concern with the inclusion of the 
ethnographer in the "text" to be examined and thus his 
thesis merges the autobiographical and the ethnographic. 
Rather than resolving the dilemma, this approach tends to 
heighten the tension between "I" and "Thou" in anthropology 
because whatever integrity exists in the distinction is 
further mystified by a style which appears t-0 present them 
as separate alternating real ities...when really the whole 
process - if one chooses to make that one's focus - is under 
the control of the teller.

Judith Simon (currently completing a PhD in the 
Auckland Department) completed her M.A, in 1982 (Policy.
Ideology and Practice:_Implications of the Views of Primary
School Teachers of Maori Children). Her thesis continues 
the interest that our students have shown in the hermeneutic 
approach, in this case "complemented with a critique of 
ideology, taken from Larrain". Judith Simon brings to her 
research many years experience as a senior teacher in New 
Zealand schools. Her work is of special interest in that it 
is firmly placed within social anthropology but is in 
constant consultation with experts in Maori Studies and 
Education. She also presents papers and publishes articles 
during and after research which contribute to current 
debates in education and in turn this helps her to 
incorporate reaction and response in the community back into 
her research. Her work is both theoretically and 
practically well-informed as she outlines some of the more 
exquisitely devious forms of Pakeha dominance.

Peter Waaka (1982 M.A. Whakarewarewa - The Growth of a 
Maori Vi 1laqe). Andrew Campbell (1983 M.Phil. Society and 
Warfare in Ancient Tongareva). Gail Dallimore (1982 M.A. The 
Land Court in Matakaoa). and Phyllis Herda (1983 M.A. A 
Translation and Annotation of the Journals of the Malasina 
Expedition During Their Stay on Vava'u. Tong-a. ) added to the 
growing body of ethnohistorical research at Auckland. Peter 
Waaka1s thesis has heavy traditional restrictions placed on 
the use of this work which is a history of his own people. 
There are splendid photographs included, and Waaka1s work is 
an interesting account of one village's attempt to establish 
a good compromise between "economics and hospitality" in the 
tourist trade, and to maintain Whakarewarewa as the "heart 
and spiritual force of the tribe". Andrew Campbell 
challenges the term "ethnohistory" insofar as he sees it as 
ill-defined in the discipline, and has "undertones of 
academic colonialism" - hence he prefers to call his work "a



historical ethnography of Tongareva". He concentrates on 
mid-nineteenth century social organization and warfare and 
in his conclusions he offers a critique of Sahlins' and 
Goldman’s work on Tongareva. Gail Dallimore’s thesis is 
beautifully written and meticulously researched and 
represents a return to Matakaoa that pleased me insofar as I 
found McConnell's earlier work there (1962 M.A.) so 
excellent. Dallimore acknowledges the assistance of the 
McConnells in her work and it is some reassurance to me that 
even without conscious overall design in the development of 
a research programme, we somehow manage to sooner or later 
build on previous research, and/or develop established 
theoretical and methodological issues. Dallimore's work is 
formulated in a manner increasingly seen as appropriate for 
social anthropologists, that is, to "explore the interface 
between Maori and Pakeha", in this instance, with relation 
to the possession and transference of rights to land.
Phyllis Herda’s work gives perhaps another interpretation of 
"ethnohistory" in her translation and annotation of the 
journals from a 1789 Spanish expedition to Tonga. Herda 
went on to develop as a Pacific historian, and after gaining 
her PhD at the Australian National University, Research 
School of Pacific History, has taken up a position at 
Victoria University.

1983 saw the completion of five fieldwork theses - 
Eleanor Rimoldi (PhD. Relationships of Love and Power in the 
Hahalis Welfare Society of Buka). William Hawkeswood (M.A. 
J'M'J' Rastafari - Identity and the Rasta Movement in 
Auckland), Valerie Sallen (M.Ā. Tokelau Scholars in New 
Zealand: Experiences and Evaluations), Brian Wells (M.A. 
Intermarriage Between Jews and Gentiles in Auckland), and 
Barbara White (M.A. Some Healers in New Zealand). My own 
work on Bougainville is a study of the role of ritual and 
women in a social movement on Buka Island during the period 
of self-government, independence and an earlier bid for 
secession in the mid to late seventies. It compliments Max 
Rimoldi's research on Hahalis from the early 1960’s to 1979. 
Bill Hawkeswood's work on Ras Tafari adds to the scant but 
important research area of urban New Zealand. He includes a 
"Discography" and a casette of reggae music which further 
enhances the colourful presentation of his thesis. In order 
to present his own path to understanding, Hawkeswood's 
ethnography presents long quotations from interviews and 
passages from his fieldnotes. Three chapters of library 
research present an interesting background to the 
international Ras Tafari movement. Valerie Sallen carried 
out fieldwork in Tokelau and New Zealand. Her study is 
affiliated to (though not funded by) the Tokelau Islands 
Migrant Study directed by Dr. Ian Prior and Associate 
Professor Tony Hooper. Sallen’s study is essentially an 
evaluation of the scholarship Programme initiated under New 
Zealand aid since 1962. She is currently working on a PhD 
at Auckland on Tokelau youth in New Zealand, funded by 
SSRFC. Brian Wells' thesis is an extremely interesting and 
readable account of the Jewish community in Auckland, its



establishment and efforts to maintain a distinctive ethnic 
identity. In the latter respect Wells concentrates on the 
factor of marriage with gentiles and how this effects both 
individuals and the Jewish community. His study parallels 
others on ethnic minorities in New Zealand by Auckland 
Anthropology students. It is an interesting exercise in 
Auckland civic and economic history to trace various city 
landmarks to their source in Jewish enterprise and public 
bequests documented by Wells.

Barbara White's work has parallels in theses which look 
at alternatives to mainstream Western medical practice, in 
this case, she focuses on healers in New Zealand. White 
incorporates contemporary anthropological concerns regarding 
ethics and "point of view" into her work by showing her 
descriptions of healers to them and taking their reactions 
into account in her final draft. Hers is a well-written, 
highly descriptive account of "What healers do to heal 
people, and the philosophies and explanations they have for 
what they do". White's work is influenced by hermeneutics, 
and "interpretive social science". Her explanation of what 
this means in her work is worth quoting here. "To me" she 
says, "interpretive philosophy is not a social theory or a 
framework for explanation but an attitude of mind which sees 
interpretation and the understanding which develops with it, 
as coming from a negotiation between people and this depends 
on their relationship, and the amount of equality they are 
willing to grant each other." There is much current debate 
among students in this department as to the importance of 
theory, their need to become more at ease with theory, and 
their commitment to ethical practice. White's approach is 
interesting in this regard, but still shows a certain 
misunderstanding of theory in social science as a straight- 
jacket for the researcher, or powerful imposition on the 
researched. In my view, social theory offers the potential 
for the liberation of the individual and change in society. 
This is not a negation of debate in social anthropology as 
to the nature of theory in our discipline, but rather an 
affirmation of its central place. That so many of our 
graduate theses specifically discuss their work in relation 
to international theoretical debate is a very healthy sign.

Prue Toft’s M.A. thesis (1984 Modern Maori Enterprise:
A Study of Economic Adaptation) combines historical research 
from library sources and fieldwork in 1982 with the 
Whakatohea Maori Trust Board at Opotiki in the Bay of 
Plenty, as well as the Mangatu Incorporation in Gisborne of 
the East Coast. She also interviewed many Maori business 
people and attended meetings of Maori business associations. 
Historically the work is of significant interest in its 
attention to the nineteenth century economic success of 
Maori incorporation of "the advantages of European 
technology and the market system" and the ultimate failure 
of this early "blueprint for future economic development." 
The initial cooperation of the colonial system with



indigenous enterprise is seen to have failed because of a 
lack of autonomy for Maori organisations.

Toft's theoretical and practical analysis of the New 
Zealand situation suggests the possibility "that there are 
distinctive elements present in New Zealand that may allow a 
greater flexibility of an indigenous economic system than 
what has been experienced in international situations." The 
theme of distinctively adapted economic structures in 
various Pacific societies is a recurrent one in our Auckland 
theses and would, among other themes, warrant some edited 
volumes which pull the material together for both teaching 
purposes, and critical debate in New Zealand Anthropology.

Michael Goddard's 1984 thesis (M.A. A Social theory of 
Psychosis) combines library research in an area previously 
examined by David Hill (1975) insofar as both were concerned 
with a critique of Western psychology/psychiatry but 
Goddard's work incorporates fieldwork and interviews with 
individuals who have been in one way or another caught up in 
the psycho-system as patients. Goddard's thesis develops a 
theoretical critique which is not only specific to his 
primary focus, but by extension formulates a serious 
challenge to social science - how to "recover the 
individual" in the analysis of society and social 
institutions. Although Goddard argues convincingly that 
"social life is political in capitalist society" he also 
declines the immature stance of the romantic who would 
portray the victims of such a society as "critical heroes" 
rather than individual human beings "each with a private 
history." Goddard proceeded in this department to a PhD 
(1988 Psychiatry in Papua New Guinea: A Critique.) 
continuing his interest in this subject with an analysis of 
the application of Western forms of Psychiatric practice in 
Papua New Guinea.

Michael Myers' (M.A. 1978) is another of our students 
who went on to do fieldwork in Melanesia. He further 
developed his earlier interest in contemporary church 
organization to study the relationship between church and 
state in Vanuatu (PhD 1984 Independence Loner Vanuatu: The 
Churches and Politics in a Melanesian Nation.) Myers is our 
second student in recent years to carry out fieldwork in 
Vanuatu (see Ludvigson 1981 PhD). Indeed, a new generation 
of scholars has emerged at Auckland with experience in the 
post-independent Pacific, and the often tenuous nature of 
their professional development in anthropology in New 
Zealand on full academic qualification is to be deplored. 
Myers' (now a lecturer in Management Studies and Information 
Systems at Auckland University after several years with IBM) 
thesis is not only an extremely interesting and valuable 
account which provides a historical perspective on the role 
of Christian churches in Vanuatu - during early contact, in 
the independence movement of the 1970's and in the years 
immediately following independence. It is also beautifully 
structured and produced - a model of interest to students



who often flounder about in early days of writing 
up...wondering what a thesis should "look like". A very 
complex work, Myers takes up a critical perspective which 
"examines the relationships which exist between the national 
and local levels in Vanuatu eschewing both the "ethnographic 
present" and the "cultural determinist model". Myers 
distinguishes between cultural and social anthropology. A 
cultural anthropologist, he says, would "see missionaries as 
agents of cultural change. I as a social anthropologist am 
much more concerned with the social and political structure 
of the churches and of Vanuatu society - structures viewed 
historically."

Jeffrey Sissons came to Auckland from the Anthropology 
Department at Victoria University and completed a PhD here 
in 1984 (Te Mana 0 Te Waimana. Tuhoe History of the Tauranga 
Valley). A beautifully written thesis, Sissons combines an 
analysis of historical records with fieldwork in the 
Ureweras. As well as the intrinsic interest of the Maori 
material which Sissons explores, his work is a contribution 
to the theoretical development of social anthropology in New 
Zealand. Sissons contends that the "interface between 
Western and non-Western modes of historical discourse has 
been little explored in ethnography" apart from the 
transformation within the discipline of "other histories" 
into "traditions" which can be sociologically understood. 
Sissons explores the possibilities of hermeneutics within 
his field of inquiry - as have many of our students in the 
‘70's and '80's. Hence, this constitutes one, among other, 
links between his Maori focus and anthropological training. 
The development of ethnohistory in teaching and research at 
Auckland is an extension of some of our earliest theses 
concerned with reconstructing the social past (see Biggs 
1955), and the theoretical aspects of this focus has been 
explored by many of our graduate students. Sisson's work 
moves beyond Piddington's rejection of "conjectural history" 
to explore the possibilities of a new form of historical 
discourse emerging from serious attention paid to "the 
hermeneutic challenge posed by Tuhoe and other non-Western 
historians".



Thesis Abstracts 
1972-1984

(Note: These are the authors own abstracts
from their theses, unless otherwise 
stated).

Graham, J.S. 1972 
Social Networks in Waiuku

M.A. Thesis 130 p.
(abstract written by E.Rimoldi)
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Roger Oppenheim.

•

This thesis was supervised by Roger Oppenheim who had 
also carried out fieldwork in Waiuku, for his PhD.
Although this thesis is primarily based on the 
construction of the social networks of a number of 
individuals in a small rural service centre of New 
Zealand, the author introduces his study with an 
appraisal of the literature then available on the family 
and society in New Zealand. Graham had an expressed 
interest in the ways that "families interact with 
external persons and institutions." He refers to both 
overseas and New Zealand literature and points out that 
(in early 1970's) "while the current theme in many 
Western countries is a reappraisal of the institution of 
the family, in the New Zealand case, it is an initial 
appraisal which is still demanded." He points out that 
there is significantly more written on Maori development 
and child-rearing practices, than there is on New Zealand 
European children. Graham found the conceptual model of 
'social network' as very effective in providing an 
insight into social relationships of individuals in 
Waiuku. He was able to generate a number of general 
statements such as.-
1..contrary to expectations, recent immigrants are easily 
assimilated into the Waiuku community.
2. Although Waiuku had a small stable population over 
time, this did not result in a single large integrative 
network for the whole community - instead there were many 
discrete nets centred around a number of key 
organizations. This relates to an interesting suggestion 
that the "vast number of voluntary service and 
recreational associations in the town ... have had the



effect of splitting rather than uniting members of the 
community."
This thesis is methodologically interesting as an example 
of developing a "sociogram", and the use of network 
theory in ethnography in New Zealand.

Nelson, Edward 1972
A Country District: Some Aspects of '•Joker' Culture.
M.A. thesis. 239 p.
(abstract written by E. Rimoldi)
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Roger Oppenheim.

This fieldwork thesis was supervised by Roger Oppenheim 
who, says the author, “insisted on form of argument and 
not just empirical description". Nelson's initial 
contact in "Toheroa' (a pseudonym for this small North 
Island market town) was as a student teacher from 
training college "doing a "section1 in the local primary 
school". The fieldwork period extended from February 
1971 to late April 1972.
Student readers will respond to Nelson's introductory 
comment that "a malevolent deity has ordered the natural, 
logical universe into two distinct categories; those who 
have to write theses and those who have to read them." 
Nevertheless, Nelson's deliberate choice to write in 
"ordinary" language produced a very colourful and 
distinctive style which is a pleasure to read, and allows 
the local flavour of the material to emerge with wry wit 
and insights that will strike a chord with New Zealand 
readers.
Nelson presents a thorough historical and physical 
description of the area (including soil types, local 
histories, maps and photographs). The author expresses a 
basic concern with "meaning, and this is not something 
that can be easily "measured1 or fitted into some model". 
Nelson adapts terminology to local usage, for example, he 
says that in local understanding "District is synonymous 
with "community'...and refers to a territorial unit".
The inhabitants of "The District" are, in their own 
minds, "a very singular people, and not to be confused in 
any way with locals of other districts - even if ties of 
sentiment and kinship cut across such district 
boundaries."
Nelson has particularly focused on "intra and inter 
community relations" from the point of view that the 
relatively homogeneous communities involved develop an 
inclusive and exclusive quality based on a "systematised 
and shared fund of social knowledge - a "little symbolic



universe'". He sees this as a "local construction of 
'reality'" and his thesis then, a contribution to the 
"sociology of knowledge". Nelson emphasizes a particular 
aspect of community - "the meaning of place, particularly 
in the way in which space is used in a social context."
A section on marriage patterns suggests a system of 
“pedigree marriages" which are related to land and stock 
transfers which produce a parallel "pedigree herd".

Darragh, Neil 1973
Social Relations of Prison Inmates
M.A. thesis. 239 p.
Fieldwork. Supervised by Tony Hooper

The thesis contains a descriptive report of the social 
relations of inmates in a medium security prison in New 
Zealand. It begins with a description of the 
deprivations or pains of confinement in a penal 
institution. The persons with whom inmates maintain 
social relations during their confinement in prison fall 
into three main categories: other inmates, prison staff,
persons outside the prison. The main body of this report 
is concerned with the kinds and contents of relationships 
with each of these three categories of social contacts. 
Data collection methods include a combination of 
participant observation, network interviews and 
questionnaire.

Heath, Tim 1973
The Diagnosis and Treatment of Disease in a Rural Village 
in Western Samoa.
M.A. Thesis 130 p.
Fieldwork. Supervised by Tony Hooper.

This thesis gives an account of the diagnosis and 
treatment of disease in a rural village in Western Samoa.
A model of Samoan concepts of disease is presented but it 
is not claimed that this model is complete because, apart 
from other factors, the group of informants used was too 
small to be considered representative of the whole of 
Western Samoa, even though the informants themselves 
claimed that, with the information they were giving, they



were able to communicate with all "true Samoans" that 
they had met and expected to meet.
In Chapter One the situation and methods of fieldwork are 
outlined. Chapter Two establishes the domain of the 
study and Chapter Three outlines the Samoan disease 
taxonomy. Three groups of diseases are examined in 
detail in Chapter Four and Five. Material on the 
treatment of disease and the conflict between traditional 
and modern forms of treatment, is presented in Chapter 
Six.

Horrocks, Eleanor 1973 
Wedding Rituals in Auckland 
M.A. Thesis. 185 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Max Rimoldi

The thesis examines wedding rituals, focusing 
particularly upon the role of hired professionals (or 
'transition technicians’ as one anthropologist has 
described them). The researcher worked as the assistant 
to a wedding photographer so that particular attention is 
paid to his often very influential part in the 
proceedings.
The thesis concentrates upon what might loosely be called 
'the typical pakeha wedding in Auckland’, in an attempt 
to see to what extent traditional anthropological methods 
can be applied to a familiar urban situation. The 
opening chapter discusses the theoretical and ethical 
problems involved, while the second chapter examines the 
various stages through which this research project passed 
in developing its final aims and methods. The following 
chapter presents the researcher's findings, breaking down 
the wedding day into six situations - at the bride's 
father's home, travel to the church, arrival at the 
church, the church service, photographing the bridal 
party, and the wedding reception. Special attention is 
paid to the interplay between the professionals and their 
clients and other participants, and also to the effect of 
unexpected intrusions upon the form, mood and rhythm of 
the proceedings. Chapter Four proceeds to make a similar 
analysis of Registry Office weddings. The thesis then 
looks more briefly at several professionals who are 
bringing about innovations, such as ministers who 
specialize in unusual weddings. The final chapter draws 
some conclusions about the function of the professionals 
and the ritual significance of the 'typical pakeha 
wedding 1 .



Turner, Brian H. 1973
Church Union Proposals In Glen Innes - Pt. England. 
M.A. Thesis 379 p.
Fieldwork. Supervised by Roger Oppenheim

Proposed Church Union is the concern of this study - an 
analysis of the effect of proposed Church Union on the 
structure and strategy of St Mary's Anglican, St 
Timothy's Methodist and Tamaki Presbyterian churches of 
the Glen Innes - Pt England area of Auckland, New 
Zealand.
Proposed Church Union on the New Zealand scene, involves 
two basic dimensions, national and local, with associated 
regional (or district) and international spheres.
For the members of the three Churches in Glen Innes - Pt 
England, the reality of proposed Church Union came not so 
much in national propositions for union, but in an 
Auckland-based report that laid down some definite 
proposals concerning church union for the Auckland 
Isthmus area including Glen Innes - Pt England.
Prepared by the Auckland Anglican Diocesan executive 
officer, the ' Buckle Report’ as it commonly came to be 
known, formulated clear recommendations concerning the 
use of church resources "... plant, property and 
personnel ...”
Briefly, the Buckle Report recommended that two of the 
three Glen Innes - Pt England churches be 'disposed of, 
or redeveloped for continuing capital assistance’, the 
third to become the site and centre of a union parish. 
This study examines the impact of the church union 
proposals on the structure and strategy of the three 
churches. The author, as minister of one of the 
churches, was in an advantageous position to conduct the 
investigation 'from within.1
The study shows how the three churches interpreted the 
Buckle Report proposals relevant to them in terms of 
their own denominational and inter-church affiliation in 
the area. Such experience was inevitably closely related 
to the development of the area - to the settlement and 
life styles which residents developed through the primary 
and secondary associations of their community, including 
the churches. In their reaction to the Buckle Report, 
this historical experience was clearly discernible and 
therefore occupies a significant dimension in the study.



An analysis of situational constraints and expectations 
led into a historical analysis of participants 
expectations of the church in alleviating their 
situational immobility in the Glen Innes - Pt England 
area. The impact of the Buckle Report, within the 
context of wider church union proposals, was its 
challenge to the established patterns of interaction - to 
the structure and strategy of constraint-alleviating 
churches in Glen Innes - Pt England.
Numerous indicators of reaction to this threat were 
thrown up. Patterns of polarization and coalescence were 
observed, plotted, and examined for spread through a 
questionnaire (incorporating five likert-type scales), 
which was administered to a composite sample from the 
three churches.
The results suggest four propositional conclusions which 
can be summarized as:
1. Situational constraints and resultant expectations 
of increased social mobility, exercise a considerable 
influence on the initial and continued affiliation of 
people to voluntary associations such as the church.
2 .
Proposals to change voluntary associations must take 
cognizance of situational influences which historically 
have led to '’constraint-alleviating1 strategies being 
developed within a community’s primary and secondary 
associations.
3. Proposed changes to the church as a secondary 
voluntary association, must be congruent with the 
expectations that participants have developed in 
association with each other in response to influences 
internal and external to the community.
4. That though polarization and coalescence of church 
membership is a continuous process, the process is 
recognisable at specific points and to varying degrees. 
Church union proposals in Glen Innes - Pt England 
revealed these 'points' and 'varying degrees’.

Hanson, Gayle. 1974 
The Kilmarnock Recks
M.A. thesis. 161 p. (+tape transcript and bibliography) 
(abstract by E. Rimoldi)
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Graham Jackson.

Hanson began her four year observation of a group of 
girls and boys in an Auckland state housing area while



she was completing her B.A. The housing area was 
surrounded on all sides by predominantly wealthy homes. 
Hanson allowed the group to use her home as "a sort of 
gang headquarters". The period of observation was from 
1968 to 1972. The collected tape recordings and notes 
and from the "day-to-day living I did surrounded by the 
Recks, I built up, over the four years they came to our 
house, a picture of how a teenage group who come from 
poor socio-economic circumstances and who manage to 
acquire little education during their school life, live 
and think."
Hanson says that "I have tried to draw a good likeness of 
the Recks over those four years and at the same time I 
have tried to discover how they fit into the spectrum of 
similar groups written about by others and to account, as 
far as I am able, for their behaviour and 
ideosyncrasies."
The first chapter of the thesis reports the events of the 
four years she was associated with the Recks, the second 
and third chapters discuss their values and the fourth 
and fifth chapters consider the theories generated by 
other writers and herself.
Hanson wrote the thesis "in the hope that it will 
increase understanding of why teenage groups develop and 
turn to illegal activities. This document is written 
from my point of view and that of the boys. I had little 
to do with their families, although I listened to many 
other adults and their complaints about the behaviour of 
the group. What little I know of the school attended by 
the Recks comes from their reports and those of my own 
children."

Hill, David 1975
Transcultural Psychiatry: The Negative Promise 
M.A. Thesis 138 p.
Library thesis. Supervised by Max Rimoldi.

This thesis sets out to consider the question of the 
cultural independence of the general theoretical field of 
Transcultura1 Psychiatry. In order to establish a basis 
for such an inquiry it was deemed necessary to review a 
number of philosophies of Science which embrace 
principles of epistemological relativism. In the light 
of these, and after an examination of the current state 
of biological psychiatric knowledge, it is argued that 
the assumption that Euro-American psychiatry has 
sufficient understanding of the psychoses to warrant its 
universal application is, at best, premature. Various



historical and ideological critiques of psychiatry and 
medicine are then considered in order to show the extent 
to which such institutions and their associated knowledge 
are integral parts of the general social world which, in 
turn, influences them in various and subtle ways. Having 
argued the case against the purely objective and 
universal nature of Euro-American psychiatric knowledge, 
attention is focused on the field of Transcultura1 
Psychiatry. It is concluded that, far from being 
Transcultural, this field is firmly based on unchallenged 
ethnocentric assumptions concerning the essential truth 
of Euro-American psychiatry and is basically projective 
in nature. The argument closes by pointing out that a 
genuinely transcultural psychiatry will be possible only 
if it is both reflective and reflexive. This is, if it 
brings both itself and Euro-American psychiatry within 
its domain of inquiry. The question as to whether this 
is either possible or probable is left in suspension.

Jackson. Graham. 1975
The Kopon: Life and Death on the Fringes of the New
Guinea Highlands.
PhD Thesis. 527 p.
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by: Ralph Bulmer

Nancy Bowers

This thesis describes the Kopon of the lower Kaironk 
Valley, between the Bismarck and Schrader Ranges in Papua 
New Guinea. I compare the lower Kopon in certain 
respects with the upper Kopon, living further up the 
Kaironk Valley, and with the Kalam, living further up 
still.
There are predominantly ethnographic chapters on the 
economy; groups; kinship; marriage, vital statistics, and 
migration; social control; supernaturalism; ritual; and 
taboo. The penultimate chapter discusses ritual, super
naturalism, and taboo, concentrating heavily on the 
latter, and the final chapter interrelates important 
aspects of material covered in the body of the thesis.
The Kopon garden for the bulk of their food, but hunting 
and gathering contribute essential protein to the diet. 
The pig and the dog are domesticated.
Settlement is despersed, with houses handy to garden 
sites. Households are the largest moderately stable 
groups, but show some overlapping, and a degree of flux 
greater than would result from the demands of life cycle 
changes alone. Gardening groups, which range in size up



to the equivalent of three or four households, show a 
high degree of overlapping and flux.
The lower Kopon have a lower population density and a 
lower incidence of homicide than the upper Kopon or the 
Kalam, and there is a considerable down valley migration 
from upper to lower Kopon. Social control is on the 
basis of equivalence, self interest, and self help, and 
the only specialist role is that of curer.
A higher mortality rate and richer natural resources in 
the lower than the upper Kaironk Valley plausibly explain 
much of the above. The high mortality keeps the 
population density relatively low, and encourages flux 
and overlapping of groups, both to guard against 
isolation should death occur, and to adjust to death when 
it does occur. This militates against the relatively 
clear-cut boundaries and undivided allegiance which would 
be to some extent necessary conditions for the existence 
of large corporate groups. Superimposed on local flux in 
the lower Kopon is the down valley migration from the 
upper Kopon. This is a movement to an area of lower 
population density, richer resources, and attributable to 
these, lower rates of killing. Moving down valley to die 
may be a feature of populations on the fringes of the 
Highlands. Riebe (1974) has independently related the 
frequency of Kalam killings to population growth, these 
having increased in parallel from the mid-19th to the 
mid-20th century.
In the relative absence of 
discrimination, the use of 
developed to a high degree

other indices of 
taboo as a marker has been 
Beliefs in the supernatural

account for the processes of life, 
illness, and death, and the choice 
which to attribute a natural death 
repaying the death with a killing.

growth, healing, 
of a supernatural to 
justifies either 
or letting it pass.

Rogers, Garth A. 1975.
PhD Thesis. 456 p. Two Vols.
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by: Tony Hooper

The work which follows is essentially a personal 
ethnography: personal in that it embodies my own
experience of living with Tongans in Tonga for three 
years, ethnographic because it is descriptive of what I 
have observed and inferred about contemporary Tonga over 
a period of eight years.
Although the work deals partially with ecology (people's 
relationship to their environment), demography, 
settlement patterns, local government, economic



production, distribution, and consumption, the ideology 
and practice of kinship relations, the contexts and 
social uses of food and kava, status achievement, 
inferred social values, humour, wit, and aspirations, the 
ethnography is by no means exhaustive nor complete.
Instead, I have concentrated on several themes, namely, 
the transformation of ideologies drawn from other 
cultures and historical eras; the communication of these 
ideologies through the medium of food and kava 
transactions; and the importance of social context for 
the manipulation of different ideologies and the 
achievement of status.

Barber. Keith. 1976
The Satyagraha Movement in South Africa 
M.A. Thesis. 106 p.
Library Thesis. Supervised by Max Rimoldi

The subject of this thesis is a movement of non-violent 
political protest organised and led by an Indian lawyer 
named Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi among the Indians living 
in Natal and the Transvaal at the beginning of this 
century. The duration of the movement was a little over 
seven years - commencing in September 1906 and being 
suspended for the last time in January 1914 - but the 
events leading up to it date from the introduction of 
Indians into South Africa as indentured labourers in 
1860. The development of the situation of conflict 
between the Europeans and Indian population of South 
Africa is traced by way of introduction and, as a prelude 
to a narrative of the movement, the initial attempts by 
the Indians to gain redress for their grievances through 
constitutional protest are examined. The narrative is 
divided into three chapters corresponding to three 
distinct campaigns, and particular attention is given to 
the process whereby the objectives of the movement were 
defined and tactics devised to achieve these objectives. 
This is followed by an investigation of the origin and 
development of certain ethical principles which played a 
large part in determining the tactics and development of 
the movement. Their origin is sought in a biographical 
investigation of Gandhi's religious experiences. The 
historical process whereby certain Hindu religious 
notions were transformed into ethical principles and 
forged into a technique of political action is then 
described. Finally, the question as to how this 
technique came to be accepted as the style of political 
action for the Indian community in South Africa as a



whole Is examined. The thesis concludes 
assessment of the factors which affected 
the movement.

with a short 
the outcome of

Cleave, Peter. 1976
St. Stephen’s School 1972-4
M.A. Thesis. 238 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Steven Webster

This thesis has two distinct sections each of which has 
different terms of reference. The first and longer 
section seeks to explain life at the school in and on 
members' terms. Excerpts from the school magazine and 
photographs are used to complement the explanation. The 
second section is constituted as a series of theoretical 
considerations which appraise the first section from the 
perspectives of anthropological and sociological theory. 
There is also an appendix of data in which public 
statements by members are tabled. Included as an 
appendix of data is a videotape, an introduction to which 
constitutes an appendix of data.
Section one: "The traditions, society and everyday world

of the school."
Part 1. "1847-1973. The emergence of traditions." The
history of the school is studied to ascertain and 
describe the development of traditions which are in 
various cases complex, unique and, to a degree, 
contradictory. The primary purpose is to give a 
background to the everyday world of school members 
described in later sections.
Part 2. "How things run here." The spatial and social 
organization of the school is explained here, as is 
organization through time (although this is more fully 
explicit in Part 4). The political operation of the 
school is examined through members' notion of "the actual 
set-up" as opposed to "the set-up in theory". The 
conclusion attempts to sense the key variables of power 
in "the actual set-up".
Part 3. "A gun set-up". A particular set of terms and 
concepts used by members to classify behaviour, 
individual status and the status of the school as 
compared with other institutions is described.
Zaxt__4. "A day in the life of the school". Usual events 
in a school day are examined sequentially along with the 
more typical responses of members to these events.



Part 5. "The meaning of the school for members". 
Attitudes of members set out earlier are summarised, 
reasons why parents send their children to the school are 
assessed as are reasons why staff and pupils are 
attracted to and stay at the school. The notion of the 
school as a multi-dimensional alternative to other 
schools is discussed as well as the levels of meanings 
extant in the internal society of the school.
Sect ion two:
Theoretical considerations:
I The notions of members' theories, sociological and 
anthropological theories and "folk anthropology" are 
discussed.
II The question, "what is a set-up?" is discussed. The 
continuities and discontinuities of social and spatial 
organisation and organization over time are analyzed.
The concept of a socio-historical project is introduced 
to assess firstly, the extreme clarity and high degree of 
integration of academic cultural and sporting activities 
relative to other schools, secondly, the way in which 
members' evaluate the school through their own particular 
terms and concepts (cf. Section I, Part 2) and thirdly, 
the sense of totality members have of their life-world as 
expressed in "the whole set-up", "a gun set-up", 
"understanding" and "our traditions".
III The transmission of knowledge. The types of 
knowledge are noted as those of national culture, the 
national culture of schools and the internal culture of 
the school. Conclusions reached suggest that the school 
emphasizes some and tends to exclude other features of 
national culture, and the national culture of schools. A 
high level of collective response both to the success of 
school members in academic pursuits and to the process of 
learning itself is suggested. The high degree of 
integration between academic, cultural and sporting 
pursuits is noted as are the different responses to the 
learning process in each sphere. Finally, the 
difficulties in assessing the learning process are noted. IV
IV The concept of a multi-dimensiona1 alternative which 
is introduced in Section 1,5 is discussed. The senses in 
which the school is an alternative are reviewed as is the 
internal culture of the school. The various definitions 
of the sociological concept of charisma are discussed and 
it is suggested that a charismatic system of cultural 
transmission may be constituted at the school.



Baquie. Barry. 1977 
Fishing In Rarotonga.
M.A. Thesis. 160 p.
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by: Harry Allen and

Atkoll Anderson

This thesis examines modern subsistence fishing in 
Rarotonga, with particular reference to the village of 
Titikaveka where the author resided for some 10 months in 
1976 and 1977. It seeks to outline the role of fishing 
in modern village life and to distinguish, and account 
for. differences in the technology and methodology of 
fishing between the present day and earlier times.
Part one is introductory to the study in that it briefly 
examines the terrestrial and marine environments, and 
includes a short review of relevant previous works 
relating to fishing activities in Rarotonga and 
Polynesia.
The second part is concerned with fishing activities 
within the reef and lagoon, while part three examines 
some of the fishing activities outside the reef.

Barber, Pauline. 1977.
Artists in Auckland:__An Ethnographic Approach.
M.A. Thesis. 101 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Max Rimoldi.

Research for this participant-observational study on 
Auckland visual artists was conducted during the period 
from late 1974 through to mid 1976. I had been 
interacting with the group reported upon for some three 
years prior to the commencement of research and the 
previous experiences provided an invaluable base for 
organisation of data collection. A definition of an 
authentic artist was obtained through a sequence of six 
interviews. The first interviewee was considered to be 
an established committed artist and through his 
recommendation about a significant colleague, a second 
interview was conducted. This procedure was repeated for 
each subsequent interview. The interview programme was 
constructed to elicit the locally significant features 
attaching to artists' own discriminations about their 
social and occupational status. Information gathered



from the interviews was tested through observation of 
their participation at both art-related and other social 
events. The distinctions provided by the interviewees 
were seen to be relevant to a wider group of Auckland 
artists through an examination of artists' gatherings and 
art patronage networks.
It was found that authentic artists must undergo an 
initiation sequence, resembling a rite de passage, from 
which they emerge as knowledgeable, dedicated 
practitioners. A crucial aspect of initiation is the 
acquiring of specialised knowledge and the ability to 
demonstrate this in art production. Authentic initiation 
is not necessarily completed by graduation from an Art 
department of a University, although this involvement 
provides an important environment for the acquisition of 
specialised knowledge. By attending to opinions about 
artworks and information and distribution networks, it 
was possible to distinguish three groupings of 
authenticated artists. However, differences in the modes 
of artistic production was not a rigourous index of 
intra-group interaction. The artists discussed in this 
study are integrated into the broader community, whilst 
maintaining a commitment to the art enterprise. Being an 
artist involves an orientation towards the local art 
scene and the backdrop of the international art 
marketplace; it does not involve participation in a 
recognisable symbolic set of indicators distinguishing 
artists from other citizens.
A review of readings in the field of the Sociology of Art 
was conducted wherein it was found that there is a 
pervasive response to The Artist as an alienated citizen. 
Auckland artists were not found to reflect this 
prototype. It is suggested that there is a need for 
further participant-observational studies with artists. 
There would seem to be an inadequate awareness on the 
part of many scholars of art matters that the experience 
and aesthetic appreciation of art is the result of a 
lengthy and complex learning process. The completed 
assimilation of this knowledge entailing a suitable 
response to the exceptionality of great works of art is 
taken to be a natural endowment. Thus, when those who 
have not the training to appropriately respond are 
disinterested or mistaken, they can be classified as 
lacking some inherently derived facility. The 
consumption of art objects and patronage of artists can 
be seen as an index of social stratification.
Involvement with the fine arts in any capacity is 
suggested to be qualification for membership in an 
institution bounded by knowledge. The art institution 
with its relationship to social stratification is one of 
privilege. It is hypothesised that the relative 
integration of Auckland artists mediates the potential 
development of the local art institution to the extreme 
point where artists themselves, in relative social 
isolation, can be treated as commodities.



Johnson. Paul 1977
Perceptions of Ageing among the Middle-Aged:__A
Contribution to the Ethnography of Adult Life .
M.A. Thesis 162 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Ralph Bulmer.

This thesis investigates perceptions of ageing among 
eleven middle-aged Aucklanders. In the introduction I 
ask two major questions around which I organise the 
enquiry: what factors determine the way an elderly New
Zealander spends his or her retired years? And do my 
informants recognise old age as a problem? To 
investigate this latter question I utilised the notion of 
filial responsibility to ascertain how my informants 
coped with the fact that they might become dependent on 
someone and hence lose their sense of independence.
The second section of the thesis describes each of my 
informants and the responses they made during the 
interviews. I have endeavoured to make each vignette 
complete in itself.
The conclusion investigates the relationship between 
gifts, obligation and aid as one factor in determining 
how an elderly person might live. The extent of gifts 
and aid depends on whether the informant's family is 
perceived as being 'close'. The factor of 'closeness' 
within a family seems to play a part in determining 
whether each informant perceives old age as a problem.

Macdonald. Judith 1977.
Trickster and Hero:__A Study of their Universal Character
and of their Reflection in Tokelau Tales.
M.A. Thesis 164p.
Library Thesis. Supervised by: Judith Huntsman

This thesis, which is an examination of the 
manifestations of hero and trickster characters, consists 
of four main parts.
The first discusses the type of tales which are examined, 
their collection and the collectors.



The second part is a discussion of the writings of 
various theorists who have contributed to the study of 
folk narrative. Some of them, e.g., Propp, Jung. 
Thompson, are universa1ists, placing folklore in a 
worldwide context. Others, e.g.. Boas, Malinowski, 
Burridge, take a culture specific stance, studying folk 
tales as part of the expressive culture of a particular 
group of people. Levi-Strauss1 work on myth is also 
included and is discussed at some length. He logically 
appears between the universalists and those who study a 
particular culture because of his belief in mankind’s 
innate structuring capacity (a universal) which finds its 
expression in culture-specific symbols. An assessment of 
the usefulness of each theoretical approach is also made.
The third part turns from theoretical perspectives to the 
tales themselves, bringing in examples from many parts of 
the world with emphasis on Polynesia.
The final section contains a discussion of the heroes and 
tricksters in Tokelau folk tales, both in relation to 
universal patterns and as statements about Tokelau 
society. There is also a detailed analysis of one tale, 
that of a character named Lata, which is a cognate of the 
Rata cycle found in most parts of Polynesia.
The whole work is an assessment of the utility of 
different theoretical approaches which has been made by 
applying them to the tales of Tokelau and seeing what 
light they throw on Tokelau.

Ryan, Thomas. 1977.
Prehistoric Niue: An Egalitarian Polynesian Society.
M.A. Thesis 192 p.
Library thesis. Supervised by: Tony Hooper

The western Polynesian society of Niue has, when compared 
to many of its neighbours, remained relatively untouched 
by anthropological investigation. In 1774 Cook 
introduced it to the European world, and named it 'Savage 
Island' because of the hostile 'conduct and aspect’ of 
its inhabitants. During the middle decades of last 
century. English missionaries struggled - with ultimate 
success - to bring the Niueans into their fold. 
Evangelical accounts of this society praised the aptness 
of the 'savage' label, and stressed the point that Niuean 
culture was much less 'advanced' than those nearby 
islands such as Tonga, Samoa, or the Cook Group.



Only at the beginning of the present century were 
ethnographic studies of Niuean society undertaken. They 
too noted major differences between Niue and its 
neighbours. Fertile soils and easy fishing were 
relatively unknown to Niue. Its people seemed to have 
had extremely minimal contact with other cultures. Their 
social and political institutions lacked the 
stratification and centralisation which were such 
dominant features elsewhere.
Since 1926 there has been no major reappraisal of pre- 
European Niuean society, though there have been limited 
studies of aspects of both the past and present culture. 
My intention in this thesis is to weld together all 
available data relative to the prehistoric inhabitants of 
this island, and to thus produce an ethnohistory of 
ancient Niue. It begins with the earliest settlers, and 
proceeds to describe the economic, social, and political 
institutions which existed in the late prehistoric era. 
Finally, I attempt to understand the factors that seem to 
have produced on Niue a society which, compared to its 
stratified neighbours, can best be described as 
'egalitarian’.

Winterbottom, Ivy 1977.
Attitudes to Sex Education: Aspects of New Zealand
Suburban Culture__A Study of Attitudes to Sex Education .
M.A. Theses. 124 p .
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Tony Hooper

An investigation into cultures occurring within New 
Zealand society, based upon reactions towards a proposed 
programme of sex education in schools.
In order to devise a successful programme for community 
education it is necessary to ascertain that the value 
systems and other cultural artifacts of the people within 
the community, and the cultural viewpoints implicit 
within the programme, are in accord with one another. 
Social anthropologists, traditionally involved in 
recording the cultures of simpler, more remote areas of 
the world, have not been consulted on matters affecting 
our society, possibly because contemporary urban society 
is regarded as too complex for an ethnographic, non- 
statistical approach. When the Department of Education 
proposed to introduce a programme of sex education and 
human relationships into the school curriculum (Appendix 
1) submissions on the programme were made by groups and 
individuals, to the Educational Development Conference 
(1974) and the elements of cultural information in these 
submissions prompted a deeper investigation. Initially



it appeared logical to reconvene selected groups from the 
conference. When this proved impossible, three new 
groups were organised, using individual area leaders 
selected at random from lists drawn up during the 
Educational Development Conference, and they organised 
the individuals concerned. Each group met four times at 
weekly intervals, for two hours. Each individual was 
interviewed privately for two hours when the final 
meeting for that group had occurred. Tape recordings 
were used throughout, eighteen individuals were involved, 
and sixty hours of tape recordings were made. The 
resulting data was reviewed from the theoretical stance 
of Ward Goodenough (1963. Ch.10) who defines a tripartite 
system within the culture of each individual, his private 
(individual) culture, his operating (group) culture or 
cultures and his public (national) culture or cultures 
and his public (national) culture. The thesis deals only 
with the private and operating cultures occurring. 
Extrapolating from the cultures occurring within the 
research, to society in general, it appears that the 
proposed programme will deeply offend those having a 
similar culture to the first group (A), but because of 
sanctions occurring in the operating culture, they may 
not be able to express this in a group situation. Those 
having a similar culture to some members of the second 
group (B) will approve the programme at intermediate and 
high school level, but will reject the suggestions for 
primary schools, and for those with a similar operating 
culture to one manifested within the third group (C) the 
proposals will not go far enough, in that they make no 
reference to achieving success as a participating sexual 
partner. The majority of Group B and the whole of Group 
C welcome the programme, and for people with similar 
cultures, the programme would appear to have every chance 
of being successful.

Baddeley, Josephine. 1978.
Rarotongan Society :__The Creation of Tradition.
PhD. Thesis. 462 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: T. Hooper

J . Huntsman

This work examines aspects of contemporary Rarotongan 
society selected to illustrate how Rarotongans structure 
their reality. This is not a study of social change, but 
it does show how the vestiges of ideologies from the past 
have been reinterpreted and incorporated into the 
contemporary society.
To demonstrate how the "traditional" ideologies have 
survived and co-exist with "modern" ideas, institutions



of a pre-European origin, such as adoption practices, 
Maori medicine and the transmission of chiefly titles, 
are discussed. Rarotongans may view these and other 
customary practices according to several criteria from 
which they choose the one which is most appropriate to 
their purposes on any particular occasion.
It is shown that Rarotongans are in the process of 
creating a cultural tradition which incorporates elements 
from their traditional past and European influences which 
are being transformed into something that is perceived as 
essentially Rarotongan.

Lomis, Terrence. 1978
Tinker's Gully:_Social Change in an Auckland
rehabilitation Area.
M.A. Thesis. 144 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Steve Webster.

Tinkers Gully is a heterogeneous, transitional mesh-block 
in Auckland's inner city. For over a quarter of a 
century, the surrounding suburb has been the subject of 
City Council urban renewal and, more recently, housing 
rehabilitation programmes. The two issues this study 
addresses are:
(a) the extent to which it is possible to speak of the 

neighbourhood having a social organisation, and
(b) the external factors and internal processes by which 

Tinkers Gully is undergoing social change.
Using Mitchell's (1969) explanatory distinctions, it is 
firstly suggested that the structural order of the 
neighbourhood is comprised of formal and informal groups. 
Patterns of household participation in group activities 
are discussed. In terms of categorical order, "folk 
stereotypes" by which individuals organise their 
behaviour in regard to others are examined. A 
distinction is drawn between common sense perceptions of 
behaviour and cognitive sets in order to arrive at 
overlapping analytical constructs of social reality. By 
way of personal order, a network analysis of social 
relationships is employed to distinguish two dominant 
local networks, one European and the other Polynesian.
The morphological basis for behaviour in each network is 
discussed.
Following from this, internal processes of social change 
in the neighbourhood are explored. It is argued that 
private home renovation is a "cultural performance" of 
symbolic competition by which identities are established



and claims made on the future of the neighbourhood. The 
underlying dynamics of change involve communication 
within networks and transactions between them. Class and 
ethnicity are seen to be the primary factors underlying 
the social order and processes of change in Tinkers 
Gully.
Finally, external factors influencing internal processes 
of social change are discussed. A systems analogy is 
used, in which certain policies and forces are seen to 
have a direct bearing on changes in the community, while 
others are only indirectly related. Particular mention 
is made of the role of estate agents, town planning and 
government housing policy.

Myers. Michael. 1978.
Organizational Chancre in the Auckland Catholic 
Charismatic Movement.
M.A. Thesis. 267 p.
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervisor: Max Rimoldi

The thesis looks at organizational changes in the 
Auckland Catholic Charismatic Movement from the 
Movement's inception in 1970 through to the end of 1977 
and is based primarily on my own field research and 
interview material. I argue that the European 
hermeneutic-dialectic approach is extremely useful in 
understanding both the nature of the organizational 
changes in the Movement and the nature of the research 
process - and of course, the nature of the dialectical 
relationship between them. By stressing the fact that 
participants are not only the products by the producers 
of history, a critical stance is taken towards analyses 
which treat the "routinization process" as an automatic 
development.
In Chapter II the Movement is set in its wider social and 
historical context in terms of the Pentecostal and 
Charismatic Movements nationally and internationally and 
in terms of the relatively recent developments within the 
Roman Catholic Church. Chapter III examines some of the 
ideological tenets of Pentecosta1 ism and analyses the 
emergence of a distinct Catholic Charismatic ideology.
In Chapter IV I trace the history of the Movement from 
its origins in 1970 to the period immediately preceding 
the move into the centralized St Patrick's Cathedral 
prayer meeting in 1973. The narrative is continued in 
Chapter V and the organizational changes during the 
period of the Cathedral meeting are documented. Chapter 
VI examines the conflict in interpretations of 
participants concerning the disbandment of the Cathedral



meeting which occurred in September 1975. In Chapter VII 
the history of the Movement is traced since the time of 
the disbandment up to the end of 1977. Chapter VIII 
argues that organizational changes in the Movement can 
only be understood by the study of historically situated 
meanings.

Newbold, Greg. 1978.
The Social Organisation of Prisons.
M.A. Thesis. 453 p.
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by: Roger Oppenheim and

Nancy Bowers

This thesis is about the organizational dynamics of total 
institutions. It looks at prisons, concentration camps, 
and, by implication, other custodial systems, examining 
the relationships between bureaucratic hierarchies at 
three levels of abstraction. It recognizes a tertiary 
level, which consists of Departmental chiefs, policy 
makers and logistics experts; a secondary level, 
consisting of the local administration of these systems; 
and a primary or informal level of organization - that of 
the inmates. Most importantly, it considers these three 
strata as being interrelated in the pursuit of specific 
sets of goals. The goals of the first two structures are 
formally instituted and legally regulated; those of the 
third are unofficial, informal, and without legal 
sanction. The dilemma of authoritarian organization is 
that the mutually incompatible components of group 
requisites at each of the three levels, must somehow be 
reconciled with one another if the system is to function 
at all.
In new Zealand, the twin goals of the primary structure 
of the maximum security prison are stated as being 
custody and "rehabilitation", and these objectives are 
passed on to the prison executive. But since 
"rehabilitation" has proven difficult to achieve in a 
custodial context, the fulfilment of one goal necessarily 
requires the neglect of the other. Since the public 
(upon whose support the prison is ultimately reliant) is 
more concerned that these prisoners be contained than 
reformed, custodial ends have come to gain precedence 
over treatment objectives. Furthermore, the pressures of 
the inmate group, who demand a degree of autonomy and 
freedom from the ministrations of authority, create a 
situation wherein officialdom is forced to compromise 
official interests with those of informal power, if order 
is to be maintained. And this it must be in order that 
custodial objectives be fulfilled.



This project is divided into three sections. The first 
discussed authoritarian bureaucratic systems in general, 
particularly in relation to goals, structures, and 
functions; the second examines a variety of prison 
situations and discusses them in relation to some of the 
theoretical concepts introduced in Section One.
The third section is the field study. It begins by 
analysing the disjunction between official statement and 
action in the Justice Department of New Zealand, and 
continues with an account of the internal organization of 
this country's only maximum security prison, Paremoremo. 
The author is an inmate of the above institution and as 
such, the study is in part, an ethnographic analysis of 
prison culture. But it is more, it not only describes 
this culture; it also attempts to relate components of 
the inmates' social structure and belief system to the 
influences exerted by formal authority. That is. it 
attempts to integrate the sociology of the community of 
captives into the matrix of organizational theory itself 
by viewing aspects of informal structure as being 
dynamically interrelated with official policy and action.
Broadly, then, the substructures of penal bureaucracies 
are seen as being dynamically interrelated, with each one 
of their structural components being influenced by, and 
yet, having an effect upon, each of the others, in a 
widely varying number of ways.

Telford, Helen. 1978.
"In' and '’out' on the Chatham Islands:__A study of Social
Relations and Social Categories.
M.A. Thesis. 103 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Judith Huntsman

This thesis describes the social relations and social 
categories on Chatham Island. These are expressed 
through kinship. The meaning of kinship on Chatham is 
embodied in the concept of family. Family describes a 
group of people who share ancestry. The household family 
is the basic social unit on Chatham Island. Social 
relations within the household family are those of 
solidarity developed from a need for co-operation on an 
economic basis. "Old family' consists of a group of 
people who share common ancestry but have strong 
associations with areas of land through time. Relations 
within the "old family' are those of kinship also based 
on solidarity.



The old family members have a higher degree of 
relationship than others. They also adhere to and are 
proponent of a traditional lifestyle. The spokespeople 
for the 'old family1 are the 'old ladies’ who are moral 
arbiters.
A traditional lifestyle is considered desirable and those 
who adhere to it consider themselves to be respectable. 
Inherent in this is the assumption that they are better 
Chatham Islanders. The concept of family has its 
ultimate expression in Chatham Island as community, that 
is, all Chatham Islanders are one big family. However 
the distinct sense of identity stated by Islanders is in 
opposition to the outside. 'Out1 is the social category 
which includes those who offend the moral codes or 
disrupt the traditional lifestyle upheld by the 
matriarchal exemplars. The descendance of 'out' back 
down to the level of the household family involves 
criteria of incompleteness which have their roots in the 
development of complementary and contrasting bonds shared 
between the mother/boy and the husband/wife which 
correspondingly effect all male/female relationships and 
roles.

Shirres. Michael. 1979
Tapu. Being with Potentiality for Power.
M.A. Thesis. 168 p.
Library thesis. Supervised by Pat Hohepa.
Many studies have been written on tapu. but the meaning 
of this Polynesian word has remained largely confused. 
This study is an attempt to remove some of the confusion 
by seeking to establish what tapu meant to three Maori 
writers of the late 1840s, early 1850s.
The primary sources for this Maori view of tapu are a 
Ngaati Paoa manuscript, a Kawhia manuscript and a Te 
Arawa version of the Rangi and Papa creation story. The 
Ngaati Paoa account of tapu and Kawhia account of tapu 
and mana have not been previously published, and all 
three manuscripts are part of Grey's New Zealand 
collection of Maori Manuscripts, held by the Auckland 
Public Library.
In analysing these texts, this study looks for the unity 
underlying the many different Maori tapu. It seeks this 
unity, not in some subjective utility, but in an 
objective analogy based on the relationships and 
transformations of the various tapu. And rather than 
imposing a system of relationships and transformations 
derived from outside the Maori culture, it works from the 
relationships and transformations provided by the three



Maori authors of the manuscripts. The Ngaati Paoa and 
Kawhia manuscripts are not accounts of isolated tapu 
practices, but present an ordered and overall view of 
tapu and its related concept of mana.
The manuscripts clearly indicate a distinction between 
tapu in itself and extensions of tapu. This provides the 
basis for seeing tapu not as a univocal concept, but as 
an analogical concept. The manuscripts also show that 
tapu in itself is intrisically linked with existence, 
with the act of being. This indicates that tapu in 
itself is a transcendental term closely allied to the 
notion of being.
Tapu in itself is shown to be a dynamic reality and the 
primary opposition is tapu versus tapu. Much of the 
ritual surrounding tapu is concerned with resolving this 
clash of tapu in itself either by separating these tapu 
or by overcoming one tapu by another. Noa stands not in 
opposition to tapu in itself, but only in opposition to 
extensions of tapu.
In seeking to understand the Maori analogical use of the 
term tapu and in looking towards a definition of tapu, 
this study follows the Thomistic teaching on analogy. It 
recognizes in the Maori use of the term tapu, both an 
analogy of attribution, distinguishing tapu in itself 
from extensions of tapu. and an analogy of proper 
proportionality, distinguishing the various beings 
possessing tapu in itself, each being tapu, but each tapu 
in its own way.
This study proposes a definition of tapu in itself, of 
the primary analogate, as being with Potentiality for 
power. This definition is based on the link between tapu 
in itself and existence, and sees the relationship of 
mana to tapu as one of power to source of power. Other 
definitions, such as holy or prohibited stem from a 
failure to recognize that tapu is an analogical concept.

Baker, James. 1979
An Ethnography of Dairy Owners in Auckland. 
M.A. Thesis 120p
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by Nancy Bowers.

This thesis is concerned with the ownei— operator of 
the dairy; a New Zealand urban retail phenomenon. It is 
an ethnographic view of a way of life which is peculiar 
to this business. More praticularly an attempt has been 
made to discover the forces which motivate an individual 
to embark on a business venture of this nature. This



work has been divided into four chapters, an introduction 
and conclusion. The introduction seeks to explain the 
position of this small entrepreneur in relation to 
entrepreneurs as studied by authors such as McClelland in 
The Achieving Society (1967). Also this section defines 
the geographic area in which the study took place.
Chapter 1. ’’The Dairy and It's Owner." Because the 
dairy is too often confused with similar retail outlets 
e.g. superettes it was felt that a definition was 
essential. There are three sections to this chapter.
The first deals with literature available which defines 
or in any way contributes to a definition of a dairy.
With the subject adequately delineated, the second and 
third parts of this chapter turn to defining the owner 
both socially and personally. His social position is 
determined with reference to studies which developed a 
prestige hierarchy of occupations. Finally through 
looking at the owner's previous employment it is 
suggested that dairy proprietors come from a particular 
social stratum.
Chapert 2. "To Be a Dairy Owner." Different proposals 
are put forward as to motivational factors involved in a 
prospective dairy owner's decision to purchase a dairy. 
The reasons for entering business as stated by the owners 
involved in the study forms the basis of the discussion 
in this chapter. A suggested majority view is arrived at 
which is subsequently discussed and evaluated in later 
chapters.
Chapter 3. "A Day's Work." Four dairies are studied to 
explain the spatial and social organisation of the 
businesses. A day in a dairy is portrayed through 
descriptions given by owners and observations the writer 
gained. Selling strategies employed by a dairy owner are 
described and sketched in two diagrams. We consider for 
the first time the hours of operation and see in a 
limited sense - one day's operation - their restrictive 
nature. The day in a dairy is divided into six parts for 
the convenience of discussing the respective chores that 
must be performed by an owner or assistant. It is 
through this discussion that much information is gained 
for the analysis of the subsequent chapter.
Chapter 4 . "The Family, the Dairy and the Social Life." 
The interaction of the family and dairy is discussed in 
the first section of this last chapter. The efficient 
operation of a dairy requires the cooperation of the 
owner's family. A description of the family in the dairy 
gives an insight into the effects the business has on the 
family's life-style. Both the advantages and 
disadvantages of this type of operation are discussed in 
the second section which concerns itself with the social 
life of the owner and his family. Information gleaned 
from the interview data further reveals what motivates an 
owner and his family to accept the way of life associated 
with a dairy.



"The Conclusion" offers proposals that may be 
projected to all dairy owners. An attempt has been made 
to establish generalizations from data which is 
considered representative of that which could be gained 
from any dairy owner or his family operating this urban 
retail enterprise.

Fielding, Harry. 1980
The Saints Church and Cultural Change in French 
Polynesia.
M.A. Thesis. 199 p
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Judith Huntsman.

This thesis is an examination of the effects of imposed 
and indigenous attitudes and policies in the growth and 
development of the Saints Church in French Polynesia. 
Historical developments before and after the 
establishment of the Saints Church in 1844 are charted.
A great deal of attention is given to early missionary 
attitudes and policies and the reactions of the 
Polynesians to these "imposed strategies". The thesis 
examines pre-missionary and post-missionary factors in 
the areas of ideology and expressive (symbolic) 
activities and two of these (music and dancing) are 
examined as "moral issues" to illustrate missionary 
attitudes and indigenous responses. Aspects of 
governance are also examined and the conclusion reached 
is that a number of pre-missionary aspects of governance 
have continued in the Saints Church ideology in modified 
form. The Saints Church has also provided a new 
hierarchy of status in matters of governance, dominated 
by the lay priesthood.
In summary, the evidence presented shows that the Saints 
Church in French Polynesia may be regarded as being 
neither truly Polynesian nor truly Western. A new 
ideology, drawing from both imposed and indigenous 
influences has been established, although the present 
policies of the Saints Church are designed to encourage 
indigenisation.



Me Donnell. Martin. 1980
Wai-me-crere: a History of a European Plantation on 
Taveuni.
M.A. Thesis. 257 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Garth Rogers

This thesis comprises not only a reconstructed history of 
a European plantation in Fiji from 1870 onwards, but also 
a folk history by the family itself. This thesis is, 
therefore, a combination of history and folk-history. To 
a large extent biographical data has been used to 
discuss, and describe, the Tarte family, a family who 
have been on Taveuni for over 100 years.
The thesis outline is as follows:
Chapter one is a general geography and history of 
Taveuni. It includes details of the local ecology, i.e. 
geomorphology, geology, climate, soils and vegetation, 
with special reference to Vuna, southern Taveuni, where 
the Tarte estate is located. The discussion of local 
history, includes the historical background to land 
alienation and settlement on Taveuni.
Chapter two is devoted to the planter community on 
Taveuni in general, and Vuna in particular, and its 
politics, agricultural development, and social 
relationships.
Chapter three is a reconstruction of the history of the 
plantation established by James Valentine Tarte, which 
describes, largely in his terms, and those of 
contemporary writers, his acquisition of land, how he 
established and managed the plantation, and his relations 
towards his employees, the Government and other planters. 
The type of man he was is also discussed.
Chapter four deals, in similar terms as the preceding 
chapter, with the partnership of H.V. and A.R. Tarte, the 
sons of James Valentine Tarte, and their lives on the 
estate.
Chapter five is a study of the life of J.V. Tarte of Wai- 
me-gere estate, from his inheritance of the estate, 
through economic depression, to 1979, when the plantation 
had been on the market for one year.
Chapter six is the concluding chapter, in which the 
Tartes are discussed as colonisers, and as members of a 
distinct planter culture.



Miller, L. 1980.
Some Aspects of the Matai System in Samoa and New 
Zealand.
M.A. Thesis. 174 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Garth Rogers.

Western Samoa is comprised of a group of tropical, 
volcanic islands which lie between 171 degrees and 173 
degrees West longitude and between 13 degrees 13 minutes 
and 14 degrees 20 minutes South latitude, which places it 
towards the middle of what has been termed the Polynesian 
Triangle.
The total land area of Western Samoa is approximately 
1,100 square miles. The population had reached 151.200 
by 1976 and was displaying a rapid growth rate.
The Samoans have a traditional society and culture Fa1 a 
Samoa and the people have "strong independent values." 
(Pitt and Macpherson 1974).
With regard to origins, the Samoans will say, if asked, 
that they came from Samoa and have always lived in Samoa. 
However, except for some groups in the more remote 
regions of the earth, no society today remains unaffected 
by other social groups and the stream of current events.
In Samoan traditional society, inextricably interwoven 
with the institution of extended kinship is an elite 
authority structure composed of chiefs - the matai 
system.
Samoans have been migrating to New Zealand since the late 
19th century, although it was not until the late 1950's 
and the early 1960's that the migration rate gained 
momentum.
Macpherson, (1975) has shown, contrary to expectations 
expressed in much of the literature, to what extent the 
Samoan immigrants have remained, with minor 
modifications, an extended kinship system in an urban 
situation.
An attempt will be made here to investigate some aspects 
of the traditional matai system and to discover which 
elements, if any, have been retained, discarded or 
adapted to the new urban environment.
Conclusion
The matai is the basic unit of the authority structure in 
Samoa. Enforcement of control is dependent on access to, 
and disposition of, land. By migration overseas, a matai



and the extended family lose their traditional ties with 
the land. However, in the new setting, in many cases the 
leadership qualities associated with the matai find 
outlets in other ways as the matai has turned to 
organisations and avenues where his traditional authority 
may find expression.
In many cases, such persons have made a success of the 
employment they have undertaken and have reached 
responsible positions in Government and Private 
enterprise.
It would seem from the available literature that the 
matai's sphere of activity is limited to social 
activities. It would also appear that matai have readily 
adapted to other leadership functions and do exert an 
influence on the migrant Samoan communities that is 
rather more than ceremonial and ritual alone.
Flexible traditionalism is exhibited in the social 
organisation found in Samoa. The ability to adapt to 
change is also discovered among migrant Samoans.
RESEARCH METHODS
This was carried out in Auckland and Wellington between 
1976 and 1978. This took the form of observations in the 
migrant community and the collection of material from 
informants.
In order to arrive at some sort of understanding of 
Samoan attitudes and actions, participation in Samoan 
activities was required. This was done by becoming 
involved with a group of Samoans in Wellington, who 
numbered approximately 150 and through a continuing 
association with Samoan friends in Auckland.
In semi-formal interviews and formal situations a group 
of eleven persons holding chiefly status was used as a 
key informant group, and forty families were interviewed 
to ascertain their attitudes to the chiefly system.

Helliwell, Christine. 1981
Choice and Constraint:__A Study of the New Zealand Pakeha
Family.
M.A. Thesis.
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by Max Rimoldi

(This thesis is restricted and no abstract is available).



lies. Mark. 1981
A Maori History of Tokomaru Bay. East Coast North Island. 
M.A. Thesis. 332 p.
Library thesis. Supervised by: Anne Salmond and

Tony Hooper.

This study is a history of the two sub tribes (hapu) 
Whanau a Ruataupare. and Whanau a te Aotawarirangi of 
Tomomaru Bay on the East Coast of the North Island.
The two hapu share the same geneological basis, and 
geographical area.
The study examines the identity of these people as given 
in the history.
Traditional stories are treated as part of this identity, 
that is, as a particular way of presenting history and as 
such, worthy of study in its own right - as oral 
1iterature.
It is further argued that by focusing on the concept of 
'traditional history' we are in fact aided in 
understanding what the stories are "saying', that is, 
their meaning.
This study then, looks at the concept of Maori History as 
it is applied to Tokomaru.
The raw historical data begins with a brief survey of the 
creation of the Maori world as the people of Tokomaru 
understood it and develops down through the migration 
period to New Zealand, and around the East Coast until 
the hapu became established at Tokomaru.
Once the ancestresses Rautaupare and te Aotawarirangi 
establish their rights to Tokomaru the study becomes one 
of looking at the hapu. who derive their name from these 
two women, as their society grows, changes and alters; 
and as they mould their surroundings to meet their 
spiritual, cultural and economic needs. They become in a 
real sense two hapu. but one people (just as Whanau a Rua 
sub-divides into smaller hapu). and so the term "Tokomaru 
People' is appropriate.
The history follows the advancement of European intrusion 
until approximately 1870 when the era of Maori Land Court 
sittings herald a new era. However it is stressed that 
no absolute break exists within the flow of Tokomaru 
society and history. Life here is and always has been 
one of adjustment; firstly, the move to New Zealand; the 
settling of Tokomaru; movements around Tokomaru lands;



wars within Tokomaru society and with outside groups 
which interrupted the 'flow of life'; gradual Pakeha 
intrusion; and finally, in this study, the Land Wars of 
the 1860's which more completely bring Tokomaru society 
into wider New Zealand history.
The second part to this study is an attempt to analyse 
the material. The degree of awareness within Maori 
society of history and a Maori framework for analysing 
the material, is established, and to this is added 
insights apart from the Maori perspective but 
nevertheless considered essential to the understanding of 
it. In brief, this is that Maori stories indicate 
cultural beliefs but more importantly stress strategies 
for reacting to and understanding historical events. In 
this way it is argued we can understand the meaning of 
identity for people of Tokomaru.

Ludvigson, Tomas. 1981.
Kleva: Some Healers in Central Espiritu Santo Vanuatu.
PhD Thesis. 408 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: N. Bowers. R.Bulmer and

A. Salmond.

This thesis is an ethnographic account of the kleva of 
central Espiritu Santo. Vanuatu - a handful of healers 
credited with powers beyond those of their neighbours. 
Their concerns include matters like illness, sorcery, 
witchcraft, spirits and dreaming. The account is based 
on seventeen months field research among the Kiai- 
speaking population on the south-east side of the upper 
Ari valley in south central Santo.
My method is primarily descriptive. In the main body of 
the thesis I give accounts of face-to-face encounters and 
conversations with the kleva and their neighbours, 
attempting to build up a picture of the kleva that takes 
into consideration not only what they do. but also the 
meaning of their activities for themselves and for their 
neighbours.
In the conclusion I discuss the relevance of my material 
to some problems in the ethnography of Melanesian 
religions. I also raise issues of interpretation, seen to 
lie at the core of both topic and method in ethnographic 
pursuits.



Simon, Judith Anne. 1982
Policy, Ideology and Practice: Implications of the Views 
of Primary School Teachers of Maori Children.
M.A. Thesis. 292 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Max Rimoldi.

This thesis sets out to examine the attitudes of primary 
school teachers towards their Maori pupils and to 
consider their implications of Maori education. The 
research material was gained through open-ended 
interviews with principals and teachers of Auckland 
schools in which Maori pupils comprised at least 2 5 % of 
each roll. Thirteen principals and 44 teachers were 
interviewed.
In Chapter One I discuss the reasons for using a 
hermeneutic approach complemented with a critique of 
ideology in conducting the research and explain the 
concept of ideology, taken from Larrain. as a distorted 
consciousness that conceals contradictions in the 
interests of the dominant group. In Chapter Two I 
critically examine the theories and viewpoints that have 
influenced policy and practice in Maori education since 
1960. In Chapters Three and Four the views of the 
principals and teachers are analysed in relation to the 
Department of Education's Policy on Maori education. The 
attitudes of teachers are seen to vary considerably and 
to be reflected in the various ways they acknowledge or 
ignore the Maoriness of their pupils in their practice. 
However even though many principals and teachers can be 
seen to be concerned for their Maori pupils and to be 
striving to further their interests, the research shows 
that, to a large extent, their views towards their Maori 
pupils are ideological and thus function to reinforce 
Pakeha dominance.

Waaka. Peter Kuru Stanley. 1982 
Whakarewarewa - The Growth of a Maori Village. 
M.A. Thesis. 179 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Nancy Bowers.

This is an ethnohistorical study of the Whakarewarewa 
village tracing the development of its inhabitants, the 
way they adjusted to change and their influence on 
matters affecting the village. Today the people of 
Whakarewarewa can look back on more than 100 years of



village settlement; a period influenced by the 
perception of its inhabitants and the continual 
interaction with the world's travellers and tourists.
With the paucity of written material on the village and 
its inhabitants, this study relied heavily on local oral 
traditions and personal reminiscences. It is the first 
comprehensive study to be made on the Whakarewarewa 
village and the first to follow the development of the 
Tuhourangi and Ngati Wahiao tribes.

Campbell, Andrew Robert Teariki. 1983
Society and Warfare in Ancient Tongareva. 
M.Phil. Thesis 151 p.
Library thesis. Supervised by Tony Hooper.

The Polynesian atoll of Tongareva, in the northern Cook 
Islands, has been inhabited since the thirteenth century 
or earlier. It became known to the West in 1788, and was 
administered by New Zealand from 1901 to 1965, but 
appears to have been virtually ignored by European 
historians and anthropologists. A recent history of the 
group, for example, does not even mention it; and over 
fifty years have now elapsed since the only ethnographic 
monograph on the society was published, in the course of 
which a substantial body of relevant manuscripts has come 
to light.
The following study endeavours to fill these gaps, 
drawing on contemporary oral traditions as well as 
published and unpublished accounts by eye-witnesses. It 
has two major aims: to reconstruct the basic principles 
of pre-contact social organization; and to identify the 
objects, practices and causes of warfare. In order to 
provide a context for this material, summaries of the 
island's history and ecology are included, together with 
discussions of various theoretical issues that arise.
The result - which, if nothing else, is a synthesis of 
all the available data - may be described as an 
"ethnohistory" or a "historical ethnography" of ancient 
Tongareva.



Dallimore, Gail. 1983 
The Land Count in Matakaoa 
M.A. Thesis. 203 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by :Anne Salmond

This thesis explores the interaction between Maori and 
Pakeha in the cross-cultural translation of the concept 
of land.
It focuses on the title investigations of ownership of 
land by the Maori Land Court in one part of the country - 
the Matakaoa district of the East Coast (Te Tai Rawhiti). 
The Land Court investigation of Matakaoa land was 
however, a culmination of the negotiative process that 
had occurred between local Maori people and the European 
settlers (which included the Government) for fifty years.
My account begins with the first exchanges between Maori 
and Pakeha in the Matakaoa district, and proceeds to the 
last of the major Land Court investigations of title to 
Matakaoa land.
The Maori view of this negotiative process is in focus.

Hawkeswood. William G. 1983
J'M'J1 Rastafari - Identity and the Rasta Movement in 
Auckland.
M.A. Thesis. 215 p. (plus a cassette of reggae music) 
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by Keith Chambers.

This thesis is an ethnographic exploration of Ras Tafari 
in Auckland. It consists of three main parts.
The first part, comprising three chapters, is the result 
of library research and describes the origins of the 
Rasta Movement in Jamaica, beginning with efforts by 
Jamaican Marcus Garvey to develop Black Consciousness.
The ascription of divinity to his Imperial Majesty, Haile 
Selassie I by some Jamaican preachers and the 
establishment of the Movement in Jamaica are discussed. 
This is followed by a brief description of reggae, the 
popular Jamaican music form which the Rasta bretheren use 
to express their beliefs. This centres around a resume 
of the work of Bob Marley, the Rasta who brought the 
Movement to New Zealand.



In the second part, data collected during nine months of 
participant observation fieldwork, including taped 
interviews and group discussions, is presented. A 
description of the reticulate, decentralized and 
segmentary organisation of the Movement in Auckland draws 
on information concerning the social network of 
informants. This is followed by an exposition of the 
belief system of Ras Tafari and its manifestation in the 
life-style of the Rasta brethren, and in the symbols they 
use.
Finally, social science literature which sees movements 
such as Rasta as mi 1lennarian, messianic or visionary are 
considered. All are seen to highlight specific aspects 
of Ras tafari, while omitting others. The thesis 
concludes with an assessment of the essence of the 
Movement for adherents: that Ras Tafari in Auckland 
provides its members with a new alternative identity, 
which at the same time provides the brethren with a new 
and convincing past, a rational present within a 
universal brotherhood, and a plausible and promising 
future. This throws light on the otherwise improbable 
acceptance of Ras Tafari as a belief system by residents 
in the South Pacific.

Herda, Phyllis. 1983
A Translation and Annotation of the Journals of the 
Malasian Expedition During Their Stay on Vava'u. Tonga.
M.A. Thesis. 260p.
Library thesis. Supervised by Garth Rogers.
On the 29th of July 1789 a Spanish Expedition under the 
command of Alexandro Malaspina and Josd Bustamante y 
Guerra left Cadiz, Spain for what was to become a five 
year voyage of political and scientific exploration. In 
1793, the Expedition made its way to Vava'u. Tonga where 
they intended, by right of the Spanish "discovery" of 
Francisco Mourelle, to take possession of the 
Archipelago. It is from this portion of the Expedition's 
journals that the material contained in this thesis has 
been taken.
Chapter One details the background of the Expedition, 
including the preparations in Spain, brief biographical 
notes of those who participated in the Expedition, an 
outline of the voyage and a discussion of what happened 
upon its completion.
The translation of three sections of the Nove y Colson 
edition (1885) of the journals are presented in Chapter 
Two, along with an introduction concerning the available 
sources of the journals. I have tried to present this



translation as true to the original Spanish as was 
possible; although, the reader should remember that 
choices had to be made for a translating is not a bias - 
free occupation. This is followed by the pictorial 
record of the Expedition with 23 Illustrations and 5 Maps 
being presented.
Chapter Four is concerned with an ethnohistorical 
analysis of the Tongans mentioned in the journals, as 
well as. a discussion of the political upheaval present 
in Tonga at that time. Chapter Five follows with a few 
concluding remarks.
It is not the intention of this thesis to present an 
overall ethnohistory of Vava'u; an overwhelming project 
well beyond the scope of this research. Rather my aim is 
to present, through their writing, an image of an event 
which occurred nearly two hundred years ago. What 
remains of the meeting is, of course, only half of the 
story, for we cannot know how the people of Vava’u felt 
about the Spanish visit, except as recorded through a 
Spanish perspective.

Rimoldi, Eleanor. 1983
Relationships of Love and Power in the Hahalis Welfare 
Society of Buka.
PhD. Thesis. 372 p.
Fieldwork Thesis. Supervised by: Nancy Bowers and

Anne Salmond.

This thesis explores the role and status of women in the 
Hahalis Welfare Society, a populist social movement, on 
Buka, North Solomons Province, Papua New Guinea. The 
author spent fifteen months in the field, spread over 
three fieldtrips between 1975 and 1978.
Welfare Society members in Hahalis Village shared with 
the author the work of their hands so that she could 
appreciate the significance of the ground, and the work 
of their hearts so that she could feel the compassion, 
love, and positive exuberance that informed their 
thinking - thus enabling her to understand in some 
measure the analysis, critique and transformation of Buka 
culture and society in which they were engaged.
The first chapter of this thesis elaborates the 
relationship between Hahalis Welfare Society and its 
historical, and contemporary social/political context on 
Buka. There is also a discussion of the author's 
approach to fieldwork on Buka - both in terms of theory 
and practice.



The second chapter explores the nature of traditional 
power and leadership which remain central to the 
philosophy and organization of the Welfare Society. The 
special importance of matrilineal principles and the 
brother-sister relationship are explored, as are forms of 
alliance between lineages and moieties. The qualities of 
balance and restraint inherent in the Buka concepts of 
power and leadership are shown to be under some strain in 
the contemporary political and economic context.
Chapter Three discusses ritual occasions in relation to 
the issues raised in the preceding chapter. Ritual is 
seen as a creative re-thinking of the nature of power, 
and personal and social relationships - a complex weave 
that reflects the past, the present, and possible future 
designs.
Chapter Four centres more directly on the role of women 
in Welfare Society and their past and present active 
participation in the development of its philosophy and 
its practice.
The final chapter explores three issues drawn from the 
author's fieldwork experience which are discussed in 
terms of their relevance to Hahalis Welfare Society, and 
the development of anthropological practice. These 
issues centre on the subjective stance in anthropological 
fieldwork, the debate over fertility and family planning, 
and the problematic interpretation of sacrifice.

Sallen, Valerie J. 1983
Tokelau Scholars in New Zealand: Experiences and 
Evaluations.
M.A. Thesis. 251 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Judith Huntsman

The people of Tokelau are New Zealand citizens although 
their contemporary homeland is a remote group of Pacific 
atolls. Formal education in Tokelau was introduced by 
the missionaries, evolved under the New Zealand state 
education system, and has recently become a 
responsibility of the Office for Tokelau Affairs, the 
local administrative centre for Tokelau. Since 1962 New 
Zealand aid to Tokelau has enabled the atoll people to 
award scholarships which extend the educational 
opportunities available to selected Tokelau children. 
These scholars complete primary and secondary education 
in New Zealand schools and, when eligible, proceed to 
tertiary or occupational training programmes.



As the Scholarship Programme approached the twentieth 
year of operation it became the subject of considerable 
critical discussion in Tokelau and New Zealand. At the 
core of the expressed concerns was the perceived 
performance of Tokelau students, but no collated, 
accessible information concerning the scholars or their 
achievements was available to inform the debates. The 
first-hand experiences and opinions of the scholars 
themselves (a number now in their 30s) had not been 
sought. The primary aim of this study was to discover 
and describe the students' perspectives of their 
experiences as Tokelau scholars in order to understand 
more about the scholarship experience and its 
consequences.
It is Chapter 3 which is central to this study: the
students' perspectives of their scholarship experience.
I use extracts from fieldwork conversations to suggest 
that the scholarship award engages students in a learning 
process with three sequential stages, each of which must 
be accomplished before a useful assessment of achievement 
can be made. The students' views of how this learning 
process could be improved are summarised at the end.
In the first chapter I explain my research methodology, 
relating it to the fieldwork undertaken to find 
scholarship students in Tokelau, Western Samoa and New 
Zealand, and the subsequent discussions about their 
experiences as Tokelau scholars.
To provide a context in which the scholars' perspectives 
may be considered. Chapter 2 presents my interpretations 
of historical documents and contemporary events. I show 
that different purposes have been ascribed to the 
Scholarship Programme by the people of Tokelau and the 
New Zealand administration. This has promoted different 
evaluations of scholarship achievement. I contrast the 
people's concept of a desirable scholarship outcome with 
that of the students in order to clarify some of the 
issues which arise in the scholars' perspectives of their 
experiences.
Other people's concerns about the scholarship experience 
and its outcome are briefly considered in Chapter 4 which 
concludes with an analysis of students' certifications 
and qualifications for adult occupational roles insofar 
as elapsed time allows this to be an informative 
exercise.
In the final chapter I introduce the concept of cohorts 
as a means of examining the characteristics of scholars' 
experiences and achievements. The characteristics are 
considered within the framework of Ogbu's (1978) concept 
of education as "a bridge to adult status". I conclude 
that, despite the "double-bind" positions of the students 
in a scholarship programme perceived to have different 
intentions by different groups of people the Tokelau New



Zealand Scholarship Students have been very successful in 
negotiating their own bridge to adult status.

Wells. Brian. 1983.
Intermarriage Between Jews and Gentiles in Auckland. 
M.A. Thesis. 106 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Tony Hooper.

The Jewish community of Auckland was established by Jews 
of the Ashkenazi background and has existed now for near 
on 100 years. Some of its members became known within 
New Zealand and abroad for the prominent role they played 
in retailing and commerce. When it comes to 
anthropological research it appears the community has 
been virtually ignored by the social anthropologist.
Some years have elapsed since even a sociological study 
was carried out making only brief comments on 
intermarriage; and in the last 20 years or so a 
substantial body of relevant research has come to light.
The following study then, endeavours to fill some of the 
gaps, drawing on contemporary and traditional as well as 
published and unpublished accounts and thus complements 
what has been done. Ten couples (Jews married to non- 
Jews) were chosen for the research. All made their 
personal response to the detailed questionnaire 
administered in the privacy of their homes, and opinions 
were exchanged on some open-ended questions. The 
findings are presented here.
The thesis has two main aims: (1) Describe and analyse 
the process of intermarriage between Jewish people and 
gentiles in Auckland. (2) Consider attitudes regarding 
intermarriage in the 20th century compared to those from 
earliest times; the effect upon the couple, their 
families and the community at large. At the same time 
consideration has been given to internal and external 
pressures brought to bear upon intermarrieds and any 
solutions which may have been found in order to cope. To 
provide a context for the study, historical information 
regarding Jewish thinking and attitudes relating to 
intermarriage has been included.



White, Barbara: 1983
Some Healers in New Zealand.
M.A. Thesis. 437 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Garth Rogers.

This thesis is an account of my attempt to understand 
some healers in New Zealand, their ideas, and the way 
they work. I begin by relating how I came to study 
healers, how I met the various healers I talked to, and 
what sources of information I had. such as interviews and 
meetings. I discuss how the healers viewed my study and 
how they have been involved.
The understanding I have gained came about in the course 
of a number of interviews, talks, meetings and 
observations of healers at work. Much of what I learned 
came from listening to healers explaining what they 
thought about healing, and why they did certain things to 
bring it about. I have tried to present this information 
in the form and context in which it was given, through 
accounts of five different ways of healing given in the 
healers' own words, with my own very brief comments or 
explanations. These accounts form the major part of my 
work.
I follow this with information on the range of healers I 
have interviewed, the way I selected material to include, 
and the qualities of feeling and knowledge that healers 
say they need. I point out very briefly the historical 
origins of some of the healing methods.
I then discuss some recurrent themes I noted when healers 
talked about their work, with some illustrations from 
what healers said to me. This section represents the 
ideas of the healers I interviewed or talked to other 
than those in the five case studies.
Next come two short sections: one is concerned with how 
anthropologists have studied healing in the past, both in 
other societies and in their own. The second deals with 
attitudes of orthodox doctors to healing and how healers' 
views relate to academic criticisms of orthodox medicine, 
and ideas about 'holistic' health.
Finally I explain what I have done and why. I describe 
the qualities I wanted my study and writing to have, and 
what its purpose is. I discuss why I have not offered 
any explanation or analysis in terms of a particular 
theory in anthropology. I then consider what difference 
reflection about hermeneutics and similar ideas has made 
to what I have done; that is to the way I have 
interviewed people, selected and organised material, and 
decided what to include or exclude.



Goddard, Michael. 1984.
A Social Theory of Psychosis 
M.A. 180 p .
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by Max Rimoldi.

The thesis is a critical analysis of psychosis in 
advanced capitalist society. It argues that the 
phenomena classified psychiatrically as manic-depression 
and schizophrenia are forms of behaviour issuing from a 
pathology of social praxis, and not primarily from 
individual psychopathology. Psychiatric treatment is 
examined as a formal mechanism of social control which 
de-legitimates human behaviour through professional 
mystification, and seeks to resocialise the patient by 
conditioning his social conduct with therapy and 
psychopharmcology. The examination is informed by 
discussion with psychiatric patients and a critical 
history of psychiatry.
Simultaneously a critique is offered of the Hegelian- 
Marxist form or analysis generally referred to as 
Critical Theory. The critique is focused mainly on the 
psychological component of Critical theory, and is 
grounded in an attempt to address a problematic of 
sophisticated Marxism: the possibility of a dialectical 
social analysis which takes adequate account of 
individual praxis.

Myers, Michael David. 1984.
Independens Long Vanuatu: The Churches and Politics in a
Melanesian Nation.
PhD Thesis. 493 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Max Rimoldi and

Nancy Bowers

In this dissertation I examine the relationship between 
the churches and politics in Vanuatu, focusing in 
particular on the role of the Christian churches in the 
independence movement of the 1970s. I also look at the 
political involvement of the churches in the two years 
immediately following national independence. The



dissertation is based on fieldwork in Vanuatu from April 
1981 to June 1982.
In Chapter I, I introduce and defend my national, 
institutional perspective on the churches. In Chapter 
II, I discuss the history of Vanuatu, focusing 
specifically on the history of the missions up to the end 
of the 1960s. Chapter III looks at the independence 
movement and recent political history. In Chapter IV I 
examine the relationship between the churches and 
politics in two contrasting rural areas: at the Catholic
mission station of Walarano. Malakula, and at the 
Presbyterian area of White Sands, Tana. Chapter V is 
concerned with the ecumenical movement in the Pacific and 
looks at the support of the Pacific churches for the 
independence movement in Vanuatu.
Chapters VI to X are parallel histories of the same 
period. They all look at the involvement of the churches 
in Vanuatu politics from about the beginning of the 1970s 
- when the independence movement began - up to national 
independence on 30 July 1980. However, each chapter is 
written from a different perspective. Chapter VI 
documents the political involvement of the Presbyterian 
Church; Chapter VII is concerned with Bishop Rawcliffe 
and the politics of Anglicanism; Chapter VIII looks at 
the political role of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Vanuatu; Chapter IX focuses mostly on the relationship 
between the Churches of Christ and Nagriamel; and Chapter 
X takes a look at the ecumenical movement in Vanuatu and 
the origins and development of the New Hebrides Christian 
Counci 1.
In Chapter XI I examine the post-independence 
developments in all the major churches. Chapter XII 
concludes with a discussion of three issues: 
localisation, independence and unity, both in the 
churches and in the nation.

Sissons, Jeffrey 1984.
Te Mana o Te Waimana. Tuhoe History of the Tauranga 
Valley.
PhD thesis. 435 p.
Fieldwork thesis. Supervised by: Anne Salmond

This study is an interpretation of history related by 
Tuhoe historians of the Tauranga valley, a valley 
situated on the northern side of the Urewera ranges.
North Island, New Zealand. It is also an interpretation 
of historical records relating to the Tauranga valley 
Tuhoe community. Fieldwork for the study was carried out



between November 1977 and July 1978, and between November 
1978 and May 1979.
It Is argued that Tuhoe history of the Tauranga valley 
comprises four separate, but connected, domains of 
discourse. The first* domain considered includes 
narratives which link tribes and sub-tribes, and relate 
them to their land. The second concerns relationships 
between local whanau. extended families descended from 
grand-parents of elders now living. Accounts which 
comprise the third domain focus upon the identity of Rua 
Kenana, a Tuhoe leader who. with his people the Iharaira 
(or Israelites), established a 'city of God' at 
Maungapohatu (at the source of the Tauranga river). The 
fourth domain is that of reminiscence. Three Tauranga 
valley settlements are described by four Iharaira elders; 
Tataiahape between 1909 and 1915, Matahi between 1915 and 
1927, and Tawhana in the late 1920s and 1930s.
In order to highlight and explore distinctions between 
Tuhoe history and Western history, Tuhoe accounts are not 
integrated with documentary sources into a single 
narrative. The focus is upon Tuhoe history and documents 
are drawn upon where relevant to an understanding of this 
history as a distinctive mode of discourse.

Toft, Prue. 1984.
Modern Maori Enterprise: A Study of Economic Adaptation. 
M.A. Thesis 278 p.
Fieldwork thesis: Supervised by :Rangi Walker.

The aim of this thesis is to discover whether involvement 
in business enterprise necessarily entails a loss of 
Maori cultural values. Specifically this work 
investigates the continuity of the "corporate kinship 
ethic", a value that is expressed by honouring social and 
economic commitments to the kin group.
To begin with, pre-European economic organisation is 
discussed; the intention being to establish the corporate 
nature of this society and the ethics associated with 
reciprocal supportive relations. Following this the 
Maori enterprises of the 19th century are used to 
represent a particularly significant combination of 
vigourous economic expansion and traditional corporate 
organisation. The activities of modern trusts and 
incorporations are presented as examples of traditional 
land tenure modified to accommodate contemporary needs. 
Finally, the conduct of Maori individuals in business is 
discussed to evaluate whether the maintenance of values



is possible in enterprises without a basis of corporate 
kinship.
The economic values of Western capitalism and Maori 
corporate organisation may appear antithetical, however 
the findings of this research suggests that certain 
adaptations can be made. Preference for an 
individualised system may be more a product of ideology 
than technical efficiency, therefore it is possible to 
achieve economic success within a corporate structure, as 
evidence from Maori trusts and incorporations has shown. 
Modern trends in business administration do not favour an 
emphasis on individualism, accordingly Maori 
organisational skills of team co-operation may be highly 
appropriate in this field. As economic 'leaders', Maori 
business people can have the autonomy to modify the 
working conditions and dispersal of profit within their 
enterprises, in a manner that is consistent with their 
value system. In addition to these factors there is a 
potential through voluntary association to establish a 
culturally distinct style of business practice that is 
supportive to Maori cultural and economic needs. 
Acknowledging that these aims may require perseverance to 
achieve, the potential does exist for an indigenous style 
of enterprise that maintains the corporate kinship ethic.



Research Essay Abstracts 
1972-1980

(Note: These are the Authors own 
abstracts unless otherwise stated.)

Denee, Edite 1972
Mother-Child Interaction at an Ethnically Nixed Auckland 
Play Centre - An Exploratory Study.
M.A. Research Essay. 54 p.
This study was an attempt to examine the nature of 
mother-child interaction in an ethnically mixed 
Polynesian-European community. The specific setting was 
an Auckland Play Centre. Narrative observation, 
structured observation and interview techniques were 
employed to obtain data from which to extract relevant 
categories for theory generation. A sample of ten 
mothers - five from each ethnic group - was used to 
obtain systematic results. Two tentative categories 
emerged, the first by reformulation: 1. Polynesians are
more inclusive in their interaction than Europeans who 
interact more exclusively that Polynesians with their own 
or other child. 2. Europeans are more verbal in their 
interaction than Polynesians who are more nonverbal. The 
emphasis throughout the study was on Polynesian mother- 
child interaction and the European sample was used 
primarily for comparison. In the concluding section 
possible factors underlying the two categories relevant 
to Polynesians were reviewed.

Dickey, Julienne. 1972 
Social Interaction in Suburbia.
M.A. Research Essay. 76p.
There has been a great deal written about urbanism, and 
in particular, the role of primary groups in western 
society; this study presents the findings of research 
undertaken since the Chicago school of urban 
sociologists, together with those of my own research 
conducted in two areas in Auckland. These areas, 
Sandringham (Mt Albert Borough) and Wesley (Mt Roskill 
Borough), are matched on socio-economic variables, but 
differ in their stage of growth in the urban life cycle. 
The effect of ecological and demographic patterns is 
discussed both in a general sense, and with specific 
regard to the two research areas. The overall conclusion 
is that such patterns do affect in particular the amount 
of interaction among residents in a neighbourhood. 
Additional material is given on the satisfaction and



mobility o-f residents, and the likely -future of the areas 
as a whole.

Stanton, John 1972.
Coomealla; At the Merging of the Waters ; A Study of 
ethnic interaction in a bi-cultural community on the New 
South Wales - Victorian border of Australia.
M.A. Research Essay. 99p. + appendix and film.

This study investigates ethnic interaction between 
Europeans and Aborigines in the rural community of 
Coomealla, centred on the township of Dareton, New South 
Wales. Since this is a pilot study for further post
graduate research, emphasis lies on establishing existing 
patterns of living and the historical factors that led to 
them. Such interrelated topics as employment, education, 
and housing are examined and related to trends in wider 
Australian life. The crisis of five years ago over 
resettlement of Aborigines from the camp is now over, and 
both Europeans and Aborigines seem fairly content. They 
claim that Coomealla is not a bad place to live, if only 
because it could be a 1ot worse. Most spheres of life 
are still dominated by the ideal of assimilation, even 
though the New South Wales Government changed its 
official policy to one of 'integration’ several years 
ago. Most whites still hope that the aborigines will be 
absorbed by European society, regardless of the term they 
use.
There is negligible permanent employment at Coomealla, 
which forces many people (especially young Aborigines) to 
the cities in search of a job. Most Aboriginal men are 
unemployed except for the grape and citrus harvest each 
summer. Aboriginal parents still discourage their 
children from attending school beyond the minimum leaving 
age, because a better education does not ensure them a 
better job.

There is a wide variation in housing. Some 
Aborigines still live in home-made humpies on the edge of 
Coomealla, and a few live in modern homes at Dareton.
Most live permanently in huts intended to be used 
seasonally by the Pickers. Ten families live in an 
isolated street of 'transitional’ homes 2-1/2 miles from 
Dareton. Housing policy and practice at Coomealla is 
well documented in this study, since knowledge of the 
ways in which whites have tackled the 'problem’ 
illustrates phases in the development of ethnic 
relati ons.

The Aboriginal group lacks a wel1-organised power 
structure which could negotiate with the whites for 
improvements. The few organisations that could assume 
such a role are overwhelmingly dominated by Europeans. 
Although the needs of Aborigines are similar to those of 
other Australians, their aspirations are restricted by



the knowledge that they lack the means to achieve their 
aim. Their depressed status is exaggerated by the 
absence of a corresponding group of poor whites at 
Coomealla. Few Aborigines who have enough status and 
financial security to assume leadership have the 
recognition of the whole group.

The group image and structure of the Aboriginal part 
of the community is analysed, and seen to reflect 
problems of encouraging the emergence of recognised 
leaders from within the group. Accounts of several 
Aboriginal efforts at 'self-help' are given, showing that 
Europeans have been too quick to assume control when 
problems are encountered. The stifling effect of 
paternalism, however well-meaning, inhibits the emergence 
of an Aboriginal power structure, and encourages 
continued dependence on European charity and welfare 
grants.

A 22-minute documentary film on the community is 
presented as an integral part of this report. A 
discussion of ethnographic cinematography and a copy of 
the film script form appendices to the research essay.

James, Bryan 1973
Kinship Terminology of the Manus 
M.A. Research Essay 70 p.

This essay presents categorical definitions of the 
kinship terminology of the Manus tribe of the Admiralty 
Islands. In order to find these definitions it was 
necessary to gather each referent of each term under a 
single framework. Thus this essay includes charts on 
each term with all their referents listed below.

The initial parts of the essay present a discussion 
on the descent groups and descent lines and a discussion 
on the important ways the terminology demarcates certain 
1i nes.

Research essay as partial fulfilment of the 
requirements for the Master of Arts Degree in Social 
Anthropology.



Deverall, B.G. 1973
The Effect nf the Introduction of Firparmc; nn Manri 
Warfare and Fortifications Purina the First Half of the 
Nineteenth Century.
M.A. Research Essay. 49p.

Firearms began arriving in New Zealand from 1790 
onwards and were used by the Maori in increasing 
quantities. The immediate consequence of this was to 
bestow a distinct military advantage on the Ngapuhi 
tribe, the first to use firearms in warfare. As a result 
of frequent Ngapuhi raids on areas further to the South, 
other tribes endeavoured to obtain their own muskets by 
engaging in trade with the Europeans.

There is considerable evidence which indicates not 
only that warfare increased in the early nineteenth 
century but also that casualties were probably greater 
than in pre-musket times. However, by the 1830's when 
most tribes in the North Island had acquired muskets, it 
is likely that the numbers of people killed in battles 
decli ned.

The introduction of firearms also resulted in the 
abandonment or modifications of many prehistoric pa and 
in the construction of numerous new fortifications 
especially adapted to the contingencies of firearm 
warfare.

Certain new factors which partially determined the 
location of fortifications became operative after the 
advent of guns. It became desirable for pa sites to be 
relatively close to a source of supply for weapons and 
ammunition. It was apparent that pa needed to be 
situated so that they could not be overlooked by higher 
ground from where an enemy could fire down into the 
forti ficati ons.

Some traditional defensive devices of pa were 
modified after the introduction of firearms. Ditches 
which generally became shallower and which were now used 
as rifle pits were frequently situated inside rather than 
outside palisade fences in proto-historic pa. Banks 
became lower to enable the defenders to fire over the top 
and they no longer functioned as a platform on which to 
stand and fight. There is some evidence which indicates 
that palisades may have become more massive. Fighting 
stages and terrace defences generally did not appear 
adaptable to firearm warfare and were not commonly used 
in the early nineteenth century. On the other hand, some 
entirely new features were incorporated in fortifications 
as a result of the introduction of firearms. These were 
flanking angles, bastions, banquettes and loopholes.



The various modifications to pa during the first 
half of the nineteenth century may help the archaeologist 
to distinguish between prehistoric and proto-historic 
sites in New Zealand.

McLellan (Bennett), Jennifer 1973.
Human Aaoression and Warfare 
M.A. Research Essay 28 p.
Man’s aggressive behaviour has been a source of great 
concern to him. Recent popular works have closely linked 
man’s behaviour with that of animals, in fact reducing it 
to the level of instinctual drives. This viewpoint (the 
'unconditional’) is contrasted with a 'conditional’ view 
of behaviour, which says behaviour is a response to 
certain social and environmental stimuli.

It is difficult to define such a loose term as 
'aggression’ for it encompasses a number of interpersonal 
behaviours, and not just individual acts. Aggression is 
intraspecific, and must involve intent to injure.

Studies in the past on animals in captivity, have 
portrayed a spurious picture of intraspecific behaviour. 
Recent studies of monkeys and apes in the wild have 
changed this and revealed that there is little physical 
aggression amongst these animals.

Human-animal analogy is of limited and doubtful 
value in studies of human behaviour for it can only 
suggest hypotheses to test. Theories based on analogy 
are often illogical as well as inadequate.

Physiological studies show that certain areas of the 
brain are stimulated (externally and/or internally) to 
produce aggressive behaviour.

History reveals the extent and severity of man’s 
aggression, and shows that certain conditions (famine and 
poverty for example) are more conducive to aggressive 
behaviour than others.

Psychological thought centres round two schools. 
Freud saw aggression as part of a necessary release of 
innate destructive energy. The Frustration-Aggression 
Hypothesis was also found to be inadequate; there is no 
one to one relationship between frustration and 
aggression. Also it is not a very useful or valid model 
to use.

Social learning theory is of greater value in 
explaining aggressive behaviour, for learning occurs at 
all ages and at all levels. Culture is an important 
transmitter and determiner of social norms.



Studies of -four different cultures revealed how 
aggressive behaviour, at both the individual and group 
levels, was affected by different cultural norms and 
attitudes.

Intergroup conflict (involving warfare) was 
considered separately, as behavioural models from 
interpersonal studies are largely incompatible with group 
level studies.

War has been seen as due to the action of individual 
leaders, and to mass reactions. A more realistic view 
encompasses both of these aspects. Some consider that 
war fulfils a basic human need; others, including myself, 
see it as only one of several possible responses to a 
given problem. Killing is usually a means to an end.
This end may be territory, prestige, economic gain etc.

There is some evidence that war has adaptive value 
in terms of cultural-ecology. In terms of genetic 
selection, war would seem generally to have little 
effect.

A solution to war is seen in birth control, however 
there is evidence that cultural and biological checks act 
in times of stress to limit population growth.

If we accept the unconditional view of human 
aggressive behaviour, then we do need substitutes for war 
if we wish to rid ourselves of it. Otherwise the answer 
seems to lie in the transmission (through culture and 
learning) of more positive aspects of human behaviour, 
such as co-operation and altruism.

Maitland, Janice E. 1973
An Examination of the Anthropological Value of the 
Graphic Records Produced By the Artists who Visited New 
Zealand with Captain Cook.
M.A. Research Essay. 63 p.

In this essay I examine approaches to the study of 
the graphic records produced by the artists who visited 
New Zealand with Captain Cook. The artists with whom I 
am concerned primarily are Sydney Parkinson (first 
voyage), William Hodges (second voyage), and John Webber 
(third voyage). These men were employed as the official 
artists on each of the three voyages. I suggest criteria 
for determining the anthropological value of the New 
Zealand work produced by these three artists. It is 
shown that the anthropological value of their New Zealand 
work is not the same as that of their work in general, 
and this discrepancy is explained in the essay. Thirty 
one photographic plates are included in the essay to 
provide illustration of works discussed in the text.



Nicholls, Grant 1973
A Consideration o-f Conflict Theory and the Application in 
Political Anthropology.
M.A. Research Essay 35 p.

The concept o-f conflict has always been inherent in 
the social structure o-f the human community. But as a 
formative theory the concept had its beginnings only 
recently with Marx and the rise of scientific enquiry.
The theoretical consideration of conflict are examined in 
this essay with the intention of introducing to the 
reader something of the scope of the theory, its 
possibilities and limitations. Criticism has not been of 
prime concern. Attention has been drawn instead to the 
social components of the theory - social cohesion, actual 
conflict, and change. The role of social values is 
discussed and its importance assessed in choosing social 
alternatives in a society.

The second section deals with two ethnographies of 
African Societies, both of which employ the basic 
concepts of conflict theory in their analysis. It is 
shown how the Plateau Tonga Society, despite an apparent 
lack of cohesion, are in fact an extremely close and 
well-knit community, because of cross-cutting alliances 
and obligations which affect each individual member. 
Again, among the Ndembu, Schism and continuity of the 
society is achieved through centripetal and centrifugal 
tendencies which act against each other to obtain a 
social equilibrium. The aim of this section is to 
indicate the potentiality of conflict theory as a tool of 
anthropological analysis.

Reid, Susan 1973
A Survey of the Maori in the Awhitu Peninsula Prior to 
1870.
M.A. Research Essay. 61 p.

In the Awhitu Peninsula the numerous pa sites and 
many artifacts randomly discovered are pointers to the 
fact that there was once a large Maori population 
throughout the area.

The Archaeological Records of the area, the 
traditional accounts, the writings of travellers, 
Historians, Missionaries and Official Reports were 
examined in order to elucidate such questions as - what 
kinship affiliations did these Maori have? What were 
their relationships with other tribes? How long did they 
live in the area? What was their reaction to the 
Pakehaa? How did they come to lose their land? Did they 
react to new influences in the same way as other tribes?



Yelavich, I.G. 1973
Marriage Patterns among Three Generations of Yugoslavs 
■from the Manaonui County.
M.A. Research Essay. 87 p. + Appendices

Field study among Yugoslav -families originating in 
the Mangonui County was undertaken to establish the 
relative incidence o-f in-group and out-group marriages 
across three generations. Selected variables associated 
with marriage patterns were also examined.

The original migrants came from the Central Adriatic 
Coast. They had peasant backgrounds and settled in harsh 
conditions on the gum-fields. Initially, migrants 
developed as a closely knit monolingual group but over 
three generations their -families have modified 
traditional patterns of living.

Genealogies for seven families were collected. Each 
marriage was classified as either in-group or out-group.
A sample of subjects and spouses were interviewed with 
respect to age, socio-economic status, language, 
education, ethnicity and religion. Information from the 
interviews was examined for generation trends, and 
association with in-group or out-group marriage patterns.

Trends in the sample date suggested that marriages 
involving Yugoslavs from the Mangonui district show an 
increasing rate of out-marriages in succeeding 
generations. Yugoslav men making out-group marriages 
could be distinguished in the first generation by 
ethnicity, occupational level of spouse, language and 
religious participation.

Yugoslav women making out-group marriages could be 
distinguished in terms of occupational status and 
religious participation.

Generational gradients were found in age at 
marriage, occupational status, language, education and 
religious participation. In general Yugoslav men are 
marrying at an earlier age. Both men and women have 
advanced their occupational and educational levels, but 
shown decreasing fluency in the use of Yugoslav language. 
Religious participation has increased in succeeding 
generations.

If the incidence of out-marriage is a reliable guide 
to the speed of integration, then Yugoslavs are already 
achieving a large measure of integration within the wider 
community.



Townsend, A.H. 1974
Exchange Patterns and Trading in Tonga and Tahiti at the 
time of Contact with the Explorers. An Ethnohi story of a 
Culture Contact Situation.
M.A. Research Essay.

The main purpose o-f this essay is to provide some 
insight into trading exchanges between Europeans and the 
two Paci-fic Island localities o-f Tonga <1616-1793) and 
Tahiti <1767-1791). The essay explores various aspects 
o-f trading contact and makes no attempt to deal with them 
in depth. The essay poses questions and makes inferences 
rather that provide definite answers.

The first section of the essay takes into account: 
the nature of initial contact; the importance of gift 
giving in trading relations; the creation of specific 
rules in negotiating terms of trade; and lastly the 
purpose of European instructions in relation to the 
conduct of trade.

The second section deals with internal trade in 
Tonga and Tahiti and draws for its ideas on Marshall 
Sahlins’ concepts of 'Generalized, Balanced and Negative 
Reciprocity. ’

The third section examines the impact of European 
influences on Tonga and Tahiti. Features taken into 
consideration are: the indigenes’ preference for 
ironmongery; the strain placed on agricultural resources; 
the impact of the musket; the presence of women in 
trading and the subsequent introduction of disease into 
Tonga and Tahiti.

The fourth section briefly looks at how Europeans 
envisaged Tahiti and Tonga but could not resolve or 
understand the theft of European articles by islanders.

The last section involves difficulties encountered 
in the methodology of this essay and attendant problems 
concerning source material. Beaglehole comments on the 
value of the explorers’ journals which were used as the 
main source of reference for this essay.

"...The journals give us a view from outside. But 
the view from the inside is important; without it we 
miss a very large part of the significance of the 
voyages in history. For what they did was to 
discover not merely islands but people, and the 
crisis in development was overwhelmingly due to the 
impact of western European society, represented in 
Cook and his successors, with its necessary 
limitations of understanding and foresight, on 
another society - mature and fairly balanced in 
itself but as necessarily doomed from the moment the 
sails of the voyager appeared on the horizon..." 
(Beaglehole 1968:clxxii) .



Tracey, Clyde 1975
"Ko Te Aroha Te Mea Nui " - A Consideration of 'Aroha’ as 
a Normative Value in Maori Society.
M.A. Research Essay.

The Maori people claim that they have a value system 
that di f f erenti ates them -from non-Maori s. especially the 
white skinned people whom they share New Zealand with, 
whom they call Pakehas. They believe that their emphasis 
on effective inter-relationships, especially among kin, 
has greater worth than the normative values that motivate 
the technological efficiency of the Pakeha.

They claim that Maoris share what they have with 
others, rather than individualistical 1y acquiring wealth 
for its own sake. They say, that without obligation, 
they will attend, helpfully participate and share in the 
expenses of any life crisis associated with kinsmen, 
especially the mourning ceremony, or tanai. The extended 
family, including metaphoric relatives, is realised as a 
corporate body which can be called upon, and relied upon 
for help, in times of celebration or in times of trouble. 
The old people within the group are never neglected, but 
are always sure of being cared for. All this operates 
because the motivating influence within it all is what 
has come to be known and vocalised as ’Maori aroha'1 .

This term conveys the idea of a mutual intec—  
dependence in the joint expression of community 
sentiments. There is a degree of satisfaction achieved 
from working together toward a common goal and in the 
practice of traditional customs. Involved in this is 
respect for the traditional heritage, epitomised 
particularly in their attitudes to the dead, and the 
acceptance of the responsibilities of community co- 
operat i on .

A vital principle in inter— personal relationships is 
that of reinforcement. The actor requires response from 
the acted upon to ensure release from, or at least 
reduction of, anxiety, stress, loneliness, or any other 
feelings of insecurity. This is the strength of the 
communal ethos. People share, and in so doing, they set 
up a cycle of reciprocity in which they are an integral 
part. They are able to feel appreciation, and to be 
appreciated. They belong and are necessary.

The custom of gift exchange and the sharing of goods 
and services is wide spread. The first systematic study 
of this phenomenon was carried out by Marcel Mauss. In 
his now historic document, he emphasised that this system 
of exchange was a moral transaction, and the recognised 
ethic involved was a motivating influence within the 
totality of social movements. He claimed that, "Social 
phenomena are not discrete; each phenomenon contains all 
the threads of which the social fabric is composed."



Mauss was also able to differentiate between what 
was claimed as the ideal, and what in practice was often 
a social deception, as so much of social transactions was 
based on obligations and economic self-interest. At the 
same time, he was able to point out that the circulation 
of wealth was not the only, nor the major, element within 
this phenomenon, inasmuch as it was embedded in. and part 
of, a wide and enduring contract. He claims that there 
are spiritual mechanisms involved which bring about a 
pattern of spiritual bonds. The object of this study is 
to show that, although 'aroha1 is acclaimed as the 
highest virtue, and the overriding normative value in the 
strengthening of spiritual bonds, it must, by its very 
nature, inter-relate with other such normative values, 
and, in so doing, often creates tensions and conflicts 
and in many situations there are unsettling ambiguities 
which seem to develop into attitudes of ambivalence.
Hence the claim "Ko te aroha te mea nui." (Love is the 
most important thing), cannot be allowed to go 
unchallenged because in practice it often negates itself.

Gardner, N.L. 1976
Anthropology and Education: A Justifiable Connection.
M.A. Research Essay. 48 p.

Anthropology and education as a joint academic field 
has no following in New Zealand. This essay reviews the 
work being done by anthro-eds (anthropological 
educationalists, or educational anthropologists), 
primarily in the United States. Two of the issues have 
been looked at in more detail with reference to New 
Zealand education - education, socialization and 
community, and education and cognition. While being 
primarily a literary review, raising questions rather 
than attempting to present any truths, I hope to have 
argued coherently for the case of anthro-ed being a 
justifiable connection of particular relevance to New 
Zealand education at the present time.

Madigan, Michael D. 1976
The Human System - Entropy._Evolution and Anthropology.
M.A. Research Essay. 37 p.

The inter-relation of the concepts 'entropy' and 
'evolution' provides the theme and context of this paper. 
Entropy, formally articulated as the Second Law of 
Thermo-dynamics, is the statistical expression of the 
universal tendency toward disorganization - the levelling 
of differences. On the contrary. Evolution tends toward 
higher and more complex forms of organization. It is 
progressive differentiation, the result of selection for 
adaptive variations - the construction of differences 
that make a difference, (i.e.: "bits of information".)



A basic problem of modern sciences attempting to 
understand evolving systems is that the traditional model 
of science itself, - materialistic, deterministic 'hard' 
physical science - was established for dealing with 
entropic systems. Evolving systems are necessarily 
"open". Their essence lies in form not substance.
Energy and materials pass through while their 
characteristic structure is maintained or elaborated; a 
process that has been defined as "negative entropy".

Thus attempting to 'explain' social systems with a 
model patterned on clockworks or solar systems is not 
only counter-productive but dangerous. The two types of 
systems (open and closed to material throughput) are 
fundamentally different sorts of processes, indeed 
opposites: one building up and the other tearing down.
It has been suggested by Bateson and others that 
developments which can be glossed under the labels 
"cybernetics" or "systems theory" offer Anthropology an 
entirely new frame of reference.

If this is a valid assumption, and I conclude that 
it is, concrete applications present the only true test 
of the proposed paradigm's worth. Consequently, I have 
endeavoured to adapt the new theoretical premises to old 
anthropological problems grounded in ethnographic data. 
Sections II and III deal with the nature and role of 
sacred rituals and cross-cultural theory of value 
respect ively.

The scientific and philosophical roots of the 
paradigm are examined in the first section. The 
perspective basically attempts to understand evolutionary 
processes as systems of communication. All communication 
must be founded on some common code, and messages 
transmitted in a specific context if it is to be 
successful. Analogue and digital codification are the 
two concepts applied here. It is an open question as to 
whether all evolutionary processes can be comprehended as 
manifestations of these two basic types of codes. For 
now I shall present an abbreviated illustration of how 
the concepts are applied to ritual.

The sound frequencies we experience as musical notes 
acquire their distinctive character only in melodic 
context. The respective wavelengths are an unbroken 
continuum in nature. We establish differences to create 
a musical scale. In the same way, ritual stores and 
transmits crucial differences between named categories of 
experience: symbols upon which meaning is bestowed.

Music can be encoded as on a piano roll. Keys are 
hit or not hit according to a digital, either/or . binary 
code. But the overall configuration of punched holes on 
the roll forms a distinctive analogue pattern. The same 
melodic structure we recognize intuitively, more or less, 
as similar to another tune. At one level, irreducible 
contrasts: at another, optimum associations - these are 
two aspects of the same phenomena.



One man's worthless noise Is another's musical 
value. We create "value", in economic terms, by 
organizing materials; by introducing differences that 
make a difference. The formless wool is woven into an 
arrangement to make a valuable tapestry. Salt is 
concentrated by being separated from unwanted substance. 
In short, when the probable state of a material, its 
'entropy', is decreased, value is enhanced.

The paper concludes with a brief consideration of 
our present predicament in burning up the accumulated 
capital of the ecosystem (negative entropy) and prospects 
for stabilizing the human system.

Smith, Graham Hingangaroa. 1976
Analysis of Green Leaves Symbol in Maori Pohiri Ritual. 
M.A. Research Essay.

This paper concerns itself with the analysis of the 
ritual symbol of green leaves which appears in Maori 
ritual situations. The Maori ritual of encounter - the 
pohiri is studied in order to discover the significance 
of green leaves for both the ritual itself and for the 
participants. The initial part of this essay is 
concerned with the determination of the essential 
ingredients of pohiri, by utilizing observations, 
informants, and documentary sources. Having defined the 
bounds of pohiri, the latter half of the essay undertakes 
the analysis of green leaves symbol, utilizing the 
methods of Victor Turner^ a present day authority on 
ritual symbolism.

Basically this method has involved a three 
dimensional approach considering, exigetic, positional 
and operational meanings of green leaves symbol within 
the context of pohiri. Also a model of mediation is used 
to consider the relevance of the indigenous explanations 
(the overt meanings of green leaves symbol). The 
proposal that green leaves act on a submerged level to 
mediate discrepancies of the levels of tapu-ness is also 
considered by this model.

The meaning 'Tane' and the meaning 'mediator' are 
found to be key concepts in coming to understand the 
symbol of green leaves in pohiri. Another result of this 
study has been the necessity to re-examine the popularly 
used notion of tapu and noa to finally reject the concept 
as creating polarity of meaning. This was seen as being 
too restrictive and definite and therefore misleading. 
This paper introduces the terms of tapu and less tapu 
which emphasise the relativity of the two states.

Green leaves as representations of Tane mediate the 
different levels of tapu that abound and that have to be 
confronted, in pohiri ritual.

lTurner, V.W. 1971.



White. J.L.R. 1976
An Examination of Educational Advantage and Playground
game.Activities at Papatoetoe Intermediate School.
M.A. Research Essay 43 p.

Observations in school settings indicate that there 
are differences in playground game choices between those 
children who are more educationally advantaged and those 
children who are least educationally advantaged. The aim 
of this study was to gain an insight into where these 
differences lie. It is an important role of any school 
to involve pupils who vary widely in abilities, home 
experiences, interests and motivation as fully as 
possible in its total activity (Reid 1971-1973). In this 
study the following predictions were made.

(a) That there would be differences in game choices 
in terms of the outcome-attributes (physical, strategy, 
chance and memory-attention) between children of high 
educational advantage and those of low educational 
advantage. The outcome-determining attributes were those 
elements embodies in games which affected the results 
obtained by the players involved. They are physical 
skills, (in which the outcome is determined by players 
motor activities), strategy (in which the outcome is 
determined by rational choices among possible courses of 
action), chance (in which the outcome is determined by 
guesses or some uncontrolled artefact such as a dice or 
wheel) and memory-attention (in which rote memory or 
attention is relied on).

(b) There would be differences in the combinations 
of physical, strategy, chance and memory-attention 
between children of high and low educational advantage.

(c) There would be differences in the social 
determinants of games.

(d) There would be differences in the type of 
winning that children of high and low educational 
advantage choose.

(e) There would be differences in game involvement 
between children of high and low educational advantage.

Marked differences in the outcome-attributes 
physical, chance and strategy were noted. The most 
educationally advantaged children chose games with higher 
proportions of strategy and the least educationally 
advantaged children chose games with higher proportions 
of chance. The physical outcome-attribute remained the 
same amongst all educational advantage groups.

No differences were noted for the social 
determinants of games except that the lowest educational 
advantage group tended to give definite "black and white"



answers, whereas the other three groups tended to give 
more non-committal answers. Most of the higher 
educational advantage groups would answer "fairly 
important" to the question, "how important is it to be 
recognised as a good player" whereas the lowest 
educational advantage group would mostly answer very 
important or not important.

Very little was gained from a study of the types of 
winning in the games each educational advantage group 
chose, but some slight trends towards the lowest 
educational advantage group preferring the winners to 
change often was noted.

There was a slight tendency towards a lesser 
involvement in playground games by the lowest 
educationally advantaged group.

Finally some suggestions were made to improve 
children’s involvement in recreational activities and in 
particular to improve the involvement of those children 
who were the most educationally disadvantaged.

Baumber, Nigel 1978.
Gay Liberation : A Movement for_Social Change - Auckland 
1972-1975.
M.A. Research Essay.
(Copyright restriction is strict, hence the abstract not 
reproduced here.)

Dashper, Mark 1978
Puppet and Player.-__Connections between the Wayang Kulit
and the Gamelan music of Cirebon. Western Java.
M.A. Research Essay. 72 p.

The island of Java has two art forms that to an 
outsider may appear to be pure entertainment for the 
people. The Wayang Kulit (purwa) or the Shadow puppet 
drama, based on the Indian epics the Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata, yet adapted and evolved by the people to 
give it a distinctly Javanese flavour (spiced with hints 
of the old ancestor worship), is accompanied by the 
gamelan, which is a collection of gongs, metalophones and 
drums (among others). All previous work on these two art 
complexes has developed one side to the almost total 
exclusion of the other.

My paper is essentially, as the title implies, an 
attempt to connect the two by probing below the surface 
appearance, to get at the fundamental structures of each. 
By this process, I find that both have an intense 
mystical and symbolic inter-network of relations that 
link them both physically and spiritually in terms of 
roles, function, meaning, and spatial makeup.



Gregory. Charlene 1978 
Tikopia: A Re-Analysis of Ritual.
M.A. Research Essay. 38 p.

An Important aspect of any anthropological fieldwork 
is the method used for interpreting the data. Victor 
Turner found Arnold van Gennep's analysis of rites of 
passage appropriate for his own work with the Ndembu of 
Africa. Van Gennep found that rites of passage consist 
of three separate and distinct phases - separation, 
margin (or limen), and aggregation. Each of these phases 
is marked by symbolism which is peculiar to that phase 
alone. It seemed likely that if Turner could apply van 
Gennep's treatise to the Ndembu data, other ethnographic 
data could be examined and analysed in a similar way. 
Raymond Firth wrote a large amount of excellent 
ethnography on the small Polynesian island of Tikopia. 
Although his books and articles are rich in factual 
material. Firth’s functional mode of analysis often seems 
to leave gaps and unanswered questions. By using van 
Gennep's approach, as interpreted by Turner, Firth's 
material could be re-analysed and a new interpretation of 
Tikopia society and symbolism could be obtained.
Included in this research essay is an examination of 
several of the major Tikopia life-crisis rites, birth, 
superincision, marriage, and death, along with one of the 
non-personal rites from the biannual cycle of ceremonies, 
the "Work of the Yam." A careful examination of these 
reveals a distinct cycle within each ritual set; this 
cycle follows that prescribed by van Gennep, i.e. 
separation, margin, and aggregation, complete with 
specific and distinct symbols for each. Not 
surprisingly, Tikopia use of these phases did not 
correspond to an exact reduplication of Turner's Ndembu 
work for the symbolism is found to be unique to and 
usually meaningful only within a Tikopia context.

The objective of this research essay has been to 
examine Turner's use of van Gennep's theory on rites of 
passage and to apply it to Firth's work on Tikopia.
After carrying out an analysis in this fashion it was 
found that van Gennep's theory was useful for Tikopia.

Kelly. Gloria 1978
An Investigation of the Oral Traditions of.the Kelly
Family.
M.A. Research Essay. 62 p

There has been a rich heritage of oral traditions in 
my father's family for many generations. This research 
essay has involved the collection, collation, and 
investigation of many of these traditions. They have 
been corroborated by using written resources of various



types such as Church records on microfilm, birth, death 
and marriage certificates, newspaper entries and others.
I have also examined the social and economic 
circumstances of the times, and have used these as 
background to indicate some of the pressures that have 
influenced family life over the generations. I have 
considered all eight of my father's great grandparents, 
and where information is available, their parents and 
grandparents also.

There is a section on the methods used, especially 
W.H.R. Rivers genealogical Method, the problems I had in 
using it, and other methods and techniques used also.
The "push" and "pull" factors of migration are examined 
in the first chapter and the fortunes of the emigrant 
generation in the one that follows. The descendents of 
that generation down to Ego (my father) are also 
considered, as are the socio-economic factors of their 
times, that influenced their lives. Genealogy Charts and 
photographs are included to held orient the reader.

Snedden, J.M. 1978
When you Can't See the Wood for the Trees: Catholic 
Ritual and the Forest of Symbols.
M.A. Research Essays. 49 p.

In the last fourteen years the Catholic Church has 
experienced the most intensive and rapid change in her 
history as a result of the convocation of the Second 
Vatican Council. That meeting of the council fathers 
whilst leaving the fundamental beliefs secure, changed 
quite substantially the outward image and activity of the 
Church.

Arguably the single most important change was that 
in the Liturgy or public worship of the church. This 
paper is concerned to record and comment on the reaction 
of thirteen women to the changes in the manner and style 
of their worship. The women all belong to the South 
Auckland Parish of Papakura.

The information recorded is considered in the light 
of current anthropological theory on ritual and 
symbolism, as advanced by Dr. Mary Douglas and Dr. Victor 
Turner. Particular consideration is given to the 
sensitivity to symbols; the ability to evaluate the 
action of the symbol in the ritual context and the anti
ritual movement which is claimed to be a phenomenon of 
modern western society.



Lee, J.D.
In the Shadow of the Moai.
M.A. Research Essay 39 p.

Easter Island which lies at the apex of the 
Polynesian triangle, has often been termed an island of 
mystery and enigma. Since the time of first European 
contact in 1722 to the present, men have puzzled over the 
vestiges of what once must have been a highly structured 
and intricately organized society.

What remains today is a small acculturated 
population with little or no idea of its cultural 
tradition, living among the rubble of their ancestors 
dexterity and strength.

In any attempt, therefore, to comprehend the 
island’s past, it becomes imperative to utilize 
historical materials and early ethnographic studies.

Such a task can be one of reconstruction, as 
attempted expertly by Metraux or one of interpretation in 
which one seeks to explain the cause and effect 
relationship between historical incidents and 
contemporary outcomes, or in other words the causal 
relationship between the past and the present. This 
latter approach naturally focuses largely on the process 
of change and adaptation, which McCall (1976, 4) terms:

"A historical process with contemporary 
consequences".

The purpose of this paper is to trace the major 
agents which produced change in Easter Island society, 
from the time of first European contact until the 
beginning of the twentieth century, and to examine some 
areas where change is evident in island life.

The agents of change will be discussed under the 
following headings:
1 EXPLORATION 1722 - 1862
2 EXPLOITATION 1862 - 1863
3 MISSIONIZATION AND COMMERCIALIZATION 1864 - 1888

considered in terms of the following aspects of
Easter Island society:

DEMOGRAPHY
SOCIO-POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
RELIGION

There are of course many other areas of traditional 
life which were induced to change through contact with 
the European. Change itself, however, is not the prime 
object of my research, but rather the types of change 
effected by the various regimes of colonialism.



Perks, Ian R. 1980.
Traditional Fi_ilan Agriculture 
M.A. Research Essay. 107 p.

This essay surveys and examines traditional 
agricultural practice in Fiji. The study derives the 
bulk of its data from published sources and accordingly, 
contains a brief review of the literature; it also places 
some stress on the social and environmental background to 
Fijian agriculture.

Traditional agriculture is largely covered here 
under the headings of each of the three staple root 
crops: The different methods of cultivation associated 
with the production of each of these, defined and 
structured the major agricultural systems of Fiji.




