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Flood in Votua Community, Viti Levu, Fiji © Votua Community Fiji
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Policy Context

Fiji is the first country in the
Pacific that has developed
planned relocation and
displacement guidelines

Planned Relocation Guidelines

siader Y ny g

At least 80 villages are
deemed to require planned
relocation over the coming
years; a handful of villages
have already been relocated

Displacement Guidelines

In the context of climate change and disasters
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Case Study: Etatoko in
northwestern Viti Levu

Community resettled
after the 2012 floods

Andreas Neef, Development Studies,

The University of Auckland, New Zealand

www.igc2021.org

3 thinternational GEOGRAPHICAL

16-20 AUGUST, 2021

RAPHY: Bridging e CONTINENTS 2 VIRTUAL

THE UNIVERSITY OF

AUCKLAND

Te Whare ¥Wananga o Tamaki Makaurau

NEW ZEALAND

®  Settiement
Roads
[ Regional Centre

/
.(?ﬂ/borra
e, _‘/ -

0 b » %
o

’:3_‘,\
Vanual;‘)? /,«ra
NN
Port via Fiji Suva
Coral Séa
New Calédonia
A 3
\{,_.‘\ "
g4
- S
Ta Sed New Zeal?ggQ Y/

/' 'on
0 250 500 750 1000m
— —

,

V4 A
L
b5

"5 Viti Levu

f<a

0 05 1

.Nawaqarua

2
Kilometers

\_ ;

N

Etatoko
()




G, |IGU
@ (UGl
i

3 thinternational GEOGRAPHICAL 5] THE UNIVERSITY OF

Congress '“7"eUs AN AUCKLAND

Te Whare Wananga o Tamaki Makaurau

NEW ZEALAND

" GEOGRAPHY: bridging e CONTINENTS 2 Z VIRTUAL

0 th
year of IGC.

Etatoko — 17 households
relocated after their
houses collapsed into
the Ba River during
Intense flooding e

Access to river and marine
resources compromised,;
new location exposed to
strong winds and drought
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Relocation as
Adaptive Strategy
and Matter of
Choice?

Planning for 'relocation’

Considered 'relocation’, but were restricted by various
factors (lack of land, decision of elders, housing,
finance, lack of job opportunities, sense of belonging)

Mentioned 'relocation’, but were opposed to the idea
(cultural ties with the land, history, livelihood needs)

Did not mention 'relocation’ as a strategy
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No. of households

'/“I personally think the headman )

should have considered [relocating],
but their ancestors have grown up
here and the main source of livelihood

is the river, so it is hard to relocate.”
NG J/

Andreas Neef, Development Studies, - Data from semi-structured interviews in 28 households in Votua (Nov 2015)
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Other Cases of
Planned Relocation
in Fiji

Denimanu 2

“We were delighted with the move to the
& new houses, but we were still worried
) about the landslide because the houses
% were on the hill.” (Piggott-McKellar et al. 2019)

ﬁWe were so fearful because
of the tides living at the old
site. We were happy to move

away from that fear.”
\(Piggott-McKeIIar et al. 2019)
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. Kiribati’s land purchase in Fiji:
Kiribati does it make sense?

January 11, 2016 - 3 Comments - by James Ellsmoor, Zachary Rosen - 6 min read

Additional Relocation
Pressure on Fiji from

Low-Lying Pacific 9
Atoll Countries &
‘Migration in Dignity’? g g
< ! =
= M In Fiji, villages need to move due
- S B to climate change
CO n C I u S I O n © As Cyclone Gita leaves Tonga battered, neighbouring Fiji
has started moving some of its villages to higher ground.
% Climate-related relocation Al e
in multi-risk environments Ll
remains challenging
*» In-situ adaptation may be 5:
a better option e
Andreas Neef, Development Studies, g‘

The University of Auckland, New Zealand
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