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Abstract

Natural pumiceous (NP) sands containing pumice particles, a type of volcanic soil, are commonly found in the central part of the
North Island in New Zealand. The pumice particles are highly crushable, compressible, lightweight and angular, making engineering
assessment of their properties problematic. In this paper, several series of bender element and undrained cyclic triaxial tests were per-
formed on reconstituted and undisturbed NP sands to determine their small-strain shear modulus (Gp,,,) and cyclic resistance ratio
(CRR). Furthermore, similar tests were also conducted on normal hard-grained sands (e.g., Toyoura sand) for the purpose of compar-
ison. The results showed that the NP sands have considerably lower G,,,, compared to normal sands, resulting in their higher deforma-
bility during the initial stages of the cyclic loading test. The high angularity of NP sands play an important role toward the end of the
cyclic loading and contributed to their higher CRR. Next, the ratio of CRR/Gp.x for each sample was correlated to a level of strain
denoted as cyclic yield strain (&,,), which was found to be significantly dependent on the percentages of pumice particles present in
the natural soils. On the other hand, the ¢,, was found to be less sensitive to the consolidation stress (¢’;) and the relative density
(Dr) of the materials. For example, over different values of ¢’. and Dr, NP sands have substantially higher values of cyclic yield strain
due to their lower G,.x and higher CRR when compared with those of ordinary sands.
© 2021 Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of The Japanese Geotechnical Society. This is an open access article under the CC BY-
NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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1. Introduction

Liquefaction occurrence in loose and saturated sands is
due to their contractive tendency (in volume) during earth-
quake shaking. This tendency during cyclic loading leads to
the transformation of normal stress between soils grains
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onto pore water pressure. Then, the reduction in effective
confining stress within the soil assembly results in a signif-
icant loss of strength that contributes to soil deformation
(Idriss and Boulanger, 2008). The volume change of sands
during cyclic loading is known to be more uniquely related
to the shear strain imposed onto the soil deposit rather
than to the applied shear stress (Dobry et al., 2015; Seed
et al., 1983). Extensive experimental investigations in the
literature pointed out that normal sands have a similar vol-
umetric cyclic threshold shear strain (y,), which corre-
sponds to a level of strain where saturated sand starts to
build up pore water pressure under undrained cyclic load-
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ing (Abdoun et al., 2013; Dobry et al., 1982; Hsu and
Vucetic, 2004). Thus, the y,, is an important geotechnical
parameter, which provides a boundary to separate two dif-
ferent cyclic behaviours, i.e. the matrix of soil grains is kept
intact when the applied cyclic shear strain (y,) is lower than
Vi (no pore water pressure generated); however, the struc-
ture of soil particles would deform once y. > y,, with obser-
vation of pore water pressure build-up (Hsu and Vucetic,
2004). The above findings indicate the predictive power
of the strain-based parameters in estimating pore water
pressure generation, and consequently in liquefaction
assessment of sands. Note that the normal sands referred
to in this paper are hard-grained quartz-type sands that
do not crush under moderate practical pressures.

Investigations using strain-based approaches indicate
the existence of a unique constant cyclic shear strain
needed for liquefaction (i.e. y.;) that can be utilised to pro-
vide boundaries between liquefiable and non-liquefiable
sands (Dobry et al., 2015). The existence of this y, was
observed in the lower end of liquefaction assessment charts
based on simplified procedures, such as cone penetration
test (CPT), standard penetration test (SPT) and shear wave
velocity (V) methods (Andrus and Stokoe, 2000; Dobry,
1989; Seed et al., 1983). In addition, Amoly et al. (2016)
proposed the cyclic yield strain (e,,) concept using stress-
controlled undrained cyclic triaxial tests. The ¢,, parameter
is a threshold axial strain, which corresponds to the begin-
ning of the occurrence of large deformation in the speci-
men; whereas, y,, is a threshold shear strain marking the
start of pore water pressure build-up. The average value
of y,, obtained for different quartz-type sands is around
0.01% (Hsu and Vucetic, 2004), while the average range
of ¢, (for two types of Japanese sands) expressed in the
form of shear strain, y, = 1.5 ¢,, (valid for undrained load-
ing, per Ladd et al. (1989)), is about y, = 1.5 x (0.036-0.
046%) = 0.054-0.069%. In this range of ,,, the pore water
pressure is noticeably increased during cyclic loading mark-
ing the ¢,, as a strain-level benchmark where high pore
water pressure can be developed within the sample
(Amoly et al., 2016). Consequently, the ¢,, was utilised as
a strain parameter to develop boundaries between liquefi-
able and non-liquefiable sands.

While Amoly et al. (2016) introduced the important
advantages of using the concept of ¢, in liquefaction
assessment of normal sands, limited/no investigation was
made on the sensitivity of ¢, to relative density (D,), con-
fining pressures (¢’.) and fines content (FC); these parame-
ters can have significant effects on the liquefaction
resistance of sands. Then, the effect of the above parame-
ters on ¢, is required to be investigated. Furthermore, it
is important to investigate the applicability of such concept
in the case of soft/crushable volcanic soil, which can be
found in different locations around the world, such as
Japan, Italy, Chile and New Zealand. Natural pumiceous
(NP) sands, a type of volcanic soils, exist in many locations
in the central part of North Island in New Zealand. The
pumice particles present in the NP sands originated from
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a series of volcanic eruptions in the Taupo Volcanic Zone.
Powerful eruptions and airborne transport resulted in air
fall deposits. These deposits were subsequently eroded
and the material transported in a fluvial environment and
mixed with other materials, such as ordinary and/or fine
materials before deposition (McCraw, 2011). Pumice sands
are characterised by a number of distinctive properties such
as crushability, compressibility and lightweight features
(Orense et al., 2012). In addition, the existence of many sur-
face voids in pumice particles leads to their irregular sur-
face texture, which enables them to have higher angle of
internal friction (Kikkawa et al., 2013). The irregular shape
of pumice particles is compared with normal sand particles
in Fig. 1 using scanning electron microscopic (SEM)
images.

In this paper, to investigate the cyclic yield strain (&,,) of
crushable NP sands, several series of bender element (BE)
tests and stress-controlled undrained cyclic triaxial tests
were performed on reconstituted and undisturbed NP spec-
imens. For comparison purposes, similar laboratory tests
were also performed on normal sands. First, the sensitivity
of ¢,, to confining pressure (¢’.) and relative density (D,)
was examined using reconstituted specimens. Next, the
combined results from undisturbed and reconstituted spec-
imens were used to understand the important effect of the
crushable pumice components in the natural soils on their
cyclic yield strain when compared with normal sands. The
effect of FC and sample disturbance on ¢,, was also par-
tially examined.

2. Field performance of volcanic soil to past earthquakes

One of the main concerns which will be addressed in this
paper is the geotechnical characteristics of volcanic soils
(including pumiceous sands) and their susceptibility to lig-
uefaction. Volcanic soils are present in some parts of Japan
(Hyodo et al., 1998; Miura et al., 2003; Sahaphol and
Miura, 2005; Suzuki and Yamamoto, 2004), Italy (de
Cristofaro et al., 2022; Papa et al., 2008; Picarelli et al.,
2007), South/Central America (Crenairz, 2010; Sandoval
and Pando, 2012) and New Zealand (Beanland et al.,
1989; Orense et al., 2012). The Taupo Volcanic Zone
(TVZ), in the central region of the North Island, New Zeal-
and, has extensive deposits of volcanic ash and pumiceous
sands. Following the 1987 Edgecumbe earthquake (M,
6.3), localised liquefaction in the form of sand boils was
observed in the northeast section of the TVZ (Pender and
Robertson, 1987). This event revealed the high susceptibil-
ity of pumiceous sands to liquefaction under seismic load-
ing (Marks et al., 1998).

Furthermore, several parts of Japan are covered by vol-
canic ash sediments due to Japan’s tectonic location; some
of these volcanic soils are known as Shirasu and pumice
sands. Shirasu is mainly distributed in Southern Kyushu
and is very crushable due to the brittleness of the particles,
and the low particle density (G; = 2.4-2.5) when compared
to other hard-grained soils (Ishihara and Harada, 1994;
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Fig. 1. Comparison of pumiceous sands with predominately (a) normal sand particles (from NPyyTr site); and (b) pumice sand particles (from NPynmGs

site).

Suzuki and Yamamoto, 2004). In the two Ebino earth-
quakes (1968) and the Northwestern Kagoshimaken earth-
quake (1997), it was observed that Shirasu sands liquefied,
and some damage to infrastructure was observed (Suzuki
and Yamamoto, 2004). In terms of pumiceous soil beha-
viour during an earthquake, the Iwate-Miyagi Nairiku
earthquake (2008) in Japan resulted in the largest landslide
(i.e., the Aratozawa landslide) in pumiceous deposits
(Gratchev and Towhata, 2010; Kazama et al., 2012). The
Miyagi Nairiku earthquake (2008) triggered a landslide
with a volume of about 1.5 million m? followed by mud-
flow that travelled approximately 10 km downstream
(Kazama et al., 2012). Furthermore, the occurrence of lig-
uefaction and landslides were observed in volcanic soil
deposits during the M,,7.0 Kumamoto earthquake (2016)
and the M, 6.6 Hokkaido earthquake (2018) (Hazarika
et al., 2017; Kokusho et al., 2019). The presence of
orange-coloured pumice particles was observed in the land-
slide material after the 2016 Kumamoto earthquake, and it
is believed that the landslide was mobilised within these
pumice sand layers (Hazarika et al., 2017). The above
observations show that these volcanic soils are susceptible
to liquefaction, highlighting the importance of conducting
experimental investigations to characterise their liquefac-
tion resistance.

3. Specimen preparation and materials used

In this paper, reconstituted and undisturbed specimens
were prepared/obtained to investigate the dynamic proper-
ties of NP sands. Fig. 2 shows the locations where the NP
sands were obtained in the North Island. The collected NP
sands for reconstituted testing are denoted as NP1, NP2
and NP3 sands, while the undisturbed specimens are
referred to as NPHMGS; NPHMTR3 NPWH; NPEDa NPTA

and NPta; sands. As part of the research project, these
sites were identified from existing borehole logs to contain
layers with pumice sands. The sample preparation methods
for (1) reconstituted, and (2) undisturbed specimens are
explained as follows:
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Fig. 2. Locations where pumiceous specimens were obtained (map from
Google Earth).
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(1) To produce uniform reconstituted specimens, the
moist tamping method was followed to eliminate
the segregation of lightweight pumice particles from
non-pumice components in the NP sands. A split
mould, with the size of 63 mm diameter and
126 mm height, interiorly covered by a membrane,
was utilised in preparing the reconstituted samples.
Then, a pre-weighed quantity of the sands based on
a target initial relative density was compacted in five
layers inside the mould until a certain thickness for
each layer reached. Next, a groove for the BE was
made on the top of the specimen, using a special
cap with a slot for the BE, with the same size and ori-
entation as the BE attached to the pedestal. Note that
the piezoelectric BEs (coated with epoxy) attached to
the pedestal and top cap were 21 mm long, 17 mm
wide, 1.7 mm thick, and protruded 10 mm into the
ends of the soil specimen. Care was needed to ensure
that the protrusions were vertical. Also, the correct
alignment of the two bender elements was necessary
to ensure maximum energy transmission and to min-
imise near-field effects due to the boundary reflection
of the signal.

(2) The undisturbed specimens were retrieved using two
sampling techniques, i.e. gel-push triple tube (GP-
TR) and Dames & Moore (DM) sampling; both sam-
plers are hydraulically-activated fixed piston and
Osterberg-type sampling devices (Stringer et al.,
2015). In the case of gel-push sampling, a polymer
gel lubricant was utilised during the drilling of the
sampler into the ground to reduce the sidewall fric-
tion between the PV'C (polyvinyl chloride) tube and
the outside surfaces of the soil samples. The GP-TR
tube sampler was 1000 mm in height and 83 mm in
diameter. On the other hand, the DM sampler
employed a thin-walled brass tube to retrieve the
intact soil specimens; a brass tube was used due to
its lower coefficient of friction with the soil specimens.
The DM sampler tube was 450 mm in height and
61 mm in diameter. After obtaining the undisturbed
specimens, the samples were drained vertically at
the site and then frozen using dry ice in order to elim-
inate the possible disturbance to the specimens during
transport. After transporting to the laboratory, the
specimens were kept frozen during the whole process
of sample preparation; however, the specimen surface
was allowed to thaw a bit for trimming the specimens
to the target size of 126 mm height and 63 mm diam-
eter. Next, a three-part split mould was utilised to
level both ends of the undisturbed specimen as well
as to make the grooves (using a special cap with the
slot of BE size) on top and bottom of the sample
for the BE, with the same orientations using the spe-
cial cap with the slot for the BE.

In the next stage, the specimens were saturated by
increasing the cell-pressure and back-pressure in different
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stages for a period of 24 h to achieve a B-value > 0.95;
the specimens were fully saturated when subjected to
back-pressure of 600 kPa. It should be noted that the spec-
imens were gradually saturated at different stages, and dur-
ing each stage, the difference between the cell-pressure and
the back-pressure was kept low at about 10 kPa. Based on
experience, this process would result in practically no dis-
turbance to the structure of the specimens even when sub-
jected to such high level of back-pressure. In the next stage,
the specimens were isotropically consolidated at different
target effective confining pressures (¢’,).

The index properties, e.g., specific gravity (Gy), maxi-
mum void ratio (eny.x), minimum void ratio (ep;,), and fines
content (FC), of the NP sands used as well as those of Toy-
oura sand are shown in Table 1 while their particle size dis-
tribution (PSD) curves are shown Fig. 3. The Japanese
standard method (JGS, 2000) and New Zealand standard
method (NZS4402 (Standards New Zealand, 1986)) were
followed to determine the maximum/minimum dry densi-
ties and specific gravity (G,) of the tested materials, respec-
tively. Note that the Japanese standard method was utilised
to ensure that no particle crushing would occur during the
maximum dry density test. Fig. 3 also depicted the PSD
ranges of sands with the “possibility of liquefaction” and
“high possibility of liquefaction” introduced by the
Ministry of Transport Japan (1999). It is evident from
Fig. 3 that most PSD curves of NP sands are within the
range of sands identified to be of “high possibility of lique-
faction”. To determine the PSD curves of the samples, the
New Zealand standard method (NZS4402 1986) was used
to perform wet sieve tests. Due to the limited number of
specimens available for undisturbed testing, it was not pos-
sible to perform the test on the fresh undisturbed samples;
therefore, the materials after triaxial testing were used for
the sieve tests. On the other hand, fresh materials were used
for the sieve tests in the case of reconstituted samples. It
should be noted that the extra materials from the trimming
of the undisturbed specimens were not appropriate to use,
as they underwent significant amount of particle crushing
when the soil lathe was used to trim the periphery of the
specimens. Therefore, while the PSD curves shown for
the undisturbed samples may have been affected by some
level of particle crushing, such would not significantly
affect their general PSD curves.

It has been reported that the pumice particles present in
the NP sands have a complex surface texture with many
surface voids. The irregular shape of pumice sand grains
can be seen in Fig. 1 (b). The methodology of Kikkawa
et al. (2013), which was adopted by Asadi et al. (2018),
was used to analyse the SEM images to quantify the soil
particle shape characteristics through angular coefficient
(A4.) and aspect ratio (4,). Detailed calculation of A. and
A, was reported by Asadi et al. (2018) where they observed
that the particle shape characteristics of the investigated
NP sand particles were approximately three times more
angular (related to 4.) and 1.3 times more elongated (re-
lated to 4,) than Toyoura sand particles.
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Table 1

Index properties of materials used.

Site Sample ID Depth (m) No. tests G, Cmax €min FC (%) PC (%) Range of e,
NPumas GPTR1-4 6.5 6 2.30 3.02 1.89 68 93 2.32-2.51
NPumas GPTRI1-5 7.9 4 2.33 3.01 1.88 452 93 2.08-2.36
NPumas DM1-2 2.7 2 2.40 0.86 0.61 1.5 35 0.78-0.80
NPumTR GPTR2-2 3.0 4 2.61 0.90 0.60 0.5 18 0.67-0.71
NPyMmTR DM1-6 & DM1-7 10.9 4 2.52 1.11 0.88 0.5 38 0.99 - 1.01
NPwy GPTR2-3 34 4 2.29 2.69 1.86 5.0 88 1.98-2.10
NPwn GPTR3-3 5.0 6 245 1.58 1.01 1.0 55 1.15-1.23
NPwu DM4-2 4.2 2 2.49 1.89 1.13 1.6 38 1.32-1.39
NPwn GPS1-1 0.9 4 2.37 2.21 1.43 5.0 71 1.71 - 1.78
NPwy GPSI1-3 2.2 3 2.57 1.42 0.80 8.0 30 0.99 - 1.05
NPwn GPS3-1 3.65 4 2.53 0.99 0.78 0.5 - 0.82-0.84
NPgp GPTRI-1 2.9 4 2.59 1.28 0.79 5.0 25 -

NPgp GPTRI1-2 4.0 6 2.50 1.03 0.67 0.5 36 0.77-0.80
NPgp GPTR1-4 5.5 5 2.48 1.00 0.75 0.5 39 0.82 - 0.84
NPgp GPTR2-2 4.0 4 2.49 1.14 0.86 0.5 42 0.93 - 0.95
NPgp GPTR2-3 5.5 5 2.26 1.26 1.02 0.5 62 1.09-1.11
NPta DM1-3 & DM1-4 7.5 6 2.57 1.33 0.73 12.0 19 1.07 - 1.12
NPra DMI-1 & DM1-2 4.0 6 2.35 3.21 2.09 36.4 72 2.22-231
NPra DM2-1 32 3 2.44 1.84 1.31 14.0 - 1.44-1.46
NPra; GPTRI-1 2.7 3 2.66 0.99 0.66 0.5 0 0.72-0.74
NPra7 GPTRI1-2 49 3 245 1.67 1.19 2.5 45 1.28-1.30
NPraz GPTRI1-3 6.7 3 2.47 1.62 1.15 0.8 43 1.23-1.25
NP1 Reconstituted 4.5 10 2.54 1.74 1.04 12.3 39 1.18-1.53
NP2 Reconstituted 5.95 11 2.48 1.56 0.95 16.7 49 1.07-1.38
NP3 Reconstituted 1.5 9 2.53 0.99 0.65 2.5 21 0.72-0.89
Toyoura Reconstituted - 8 2.66 0.89 0.61 0 0 0.67-0.75

The NP sands collected from different sites also have dif-
ferent pumice contents, defined as the proportion of
pumice particles by weight in a soil matrix. To estimate
the pumice content (PC) of the different NP sands, the
methodology proposed by Asadi et al. (2019) was followed.
According to this approach, the PC of the NP specimens
was estimated based on the level of particle crushing occur-
rence during a modified maximum dry density (MDD) test.
The amount of particle crushing was quantified through
the relative breakage (Hardin, 1985) using the PSD curves
before and after the MDD test. Relative breakage, B,, is
the ratio of the total breakage, B, (i.e., enclosed area
between the PSD curves before and after testing) to the
potential breakage, B, (i.e., the enclosed area between the
initial PSD curve and upper limit for silt size, i.e.,
0.063 mm). Then, the PC of NP sands was estimated using
the PC- B, relation proposed by Asadi et al. (2019) and
these are shown in Table 1.

4. Laboratory tests

To measure the shear wave velocity (V) of the reconsti-
tuted and undisturbed NP specimens, bender element (BE)
tests were first performed on the consolidated specimens at
different ¢'.. The V; was calculated using the equation,
Vs = dlt, where d the is the tip-to-tip distance between
the bender elements, while ¢ is the shear wave travel time
between the bender elements (Shirley and Hampton,
1978); peak-to-peak arrival time method was used to calcu-
late . Then, the calculated values of V were converted to

the small-strain shear modulus (Gp,.x) using the equation,
Gmax = pV2, where p is the bulk density of the soil speci-
mens. The values of p were estimated according to the sam-
ple’s void ratio after consolidation (e.) following the
Verdugo and Ishihara (1996) approach; the range of e, val-
ues measured from the sample tested are reported in
Table 1.

Regarding the accuracy of BE test results, the compre-
hensive study of Yang and Gu (2013) showed that the G,ax
values obtained from BE test are comparable with those
measured using other methods, such as by the resonant col-
umn device, with just +£10% variation. This minor differ-
ence between the two methods may be due to the
different strain levels used for G,,,x measurements in both
BE and resonant column tests (Yang and Gu, 2013). Fur-
thermore, the BE test results showed that the G, values
are considerably dependent on the physical states of the
soil samples, e.g., relative density and confining pressure.
Using the reconstituted test results shown in Fig. 4, the
Gnax values of the tested samples are highly dependent
on the relative density and confining pressure of samples.
i.e., as the magnitudes of relative density and confining
pressure increase, their Gy, also tend to increase (see
Asadi et al. (2020) for more details on the response of G ax
of NP sands under variable states).

After the BE tests, the specimens were subjected to sinu-
soidal cyclic loading with a frequency of 0.1 Hz under
stress-controlled and undrained conditions. Different levels
of cyclic stress ratio (CSR) were applied to the specimens
until a deformation greater than 5% double amplitude axial
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strain (epa) was observed. Here, CSR = ¢/2¢'., where ¢ is
the deviator stress and quantified as the difference between
the effective axial stress (¢’() and effective lateral stress (¢’,.),
i.e., ¢ = o’1 - o’.. The mean effective stress is formulated as
P = (6" + 2¢.)/3. Herein, the CSR value that causes
epa = 5% in 15 cycles (Nc) is defined as the liquefaction
resistance of the soils and denoted as the cyclic resistance
ratio, CRR; it is customary to consider N¢ = 15 to be
equivalent to 7.5 earthquake magnitude (Seed and Lee,
1966).

5. Cyclic yield strain concept

Amoly et al. (2016) proposed the concept of cyclic yield
strain (&,,) that can mark a benchmark level of strain that
allows not only to provide a boundary between liquefiable/
non-liquefiable sands but also to estimate the yield point of
soils during cyclic loading. Cyclic yield strain, &, is the
ratio of the cyclic resistance ratio (at epy = 5%) to the
small-strain shear modulus (Gy,.x) of soils. Fig. 5 schemat-
ically depicts the procedures to estimate the ¢,, (Amoly
et al., 2016):

e First, the liquefaction resistance curves of the materials
are established for different double amplitude axial
strains (epa), see Fig. 5 (a). Then, using the developed
liquefaction resistance curves, the CRR corresponding
to 15 cycles are determined for different ¢pa, as shown
by points A, B, C and D in Fig. 5 (a).

e Next, the obtained CRR values are plotted against their
corresponding axial strain in Fig. 5 (b), i.e. points A, B,
C and D. In this plot, the vertical axis represents the cyc-
lic stress ratio (CSR) while the horizontal axis is
expressed as single amplitude axial strain, i.e. ega=
epa/2. The developed curve can be considered as a form
of a non-linear stress-strain curve that is linked to the
cyclic behaviour of soils. The graph depicts the change
in liquefaction resistance with an increase in ega. It

-
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Fig. 5. Physical illustration of cyclic yield strain concept (modified from Amoly et al., 2016).

should be noted that, in this paper, the liquefaction
resistance of NP sands was determined following normal
engineering practice, i.e., based on double amplitude
axial strain (epa) criterion; however, in Amoly et al.
(2016) approach, single amplitude axial strain (epp=
esa/2) was used to represent typical stress-strain curves
for cyclic yield strain determination. Therefore, &ga
was also used here to develop the stress-strain plots,
consistent with the approach presented in the literature.

e Then, the obtained non-linear stress-strain curve is pre-
sented by bi-linear lines: (1) the first tangent line is plot-
ted from the origin with the slope equal to Gy,.x; and (2)
the second line is horizontal and crossed the CRR at
esq = 2.5% (i.e. CRR@ ¢p4 = 5%); both lines are shown
in Fig. 5 (b) as XY and YZ, respectively.

o As illustrated in Fig. 5 (b), the ¢, is the level of strain
that corresponds to the intersection of the bilinear lines
(i.e., point Y). Therefore, the ¢,, is the ratio of CRR to
the Gax of soils. According to Amoly et al. (2016), the
CSR values in the vertical axis in Fig. 5 (b) are multi-
plied by the reference stress (P, = 100 kPa) to make
the value of ¢,, dimensionless, i.e., &, = (CRR x P,)/
Gmax~

The higher magnitude of ¢,, represents a material with
higher yield strain point during cyclic loading test (i.e.,
have flatter cyclic stress-strain curves) and vice versa.
Amoly et al. (2016) speculated that the &,, is insensitive
to the relative density (D,) and only dependent on material
type. This indicates the advantage of using &,, concept to
estimate the yield strain point of soils during cyclic loading
regardless of their degree of packing. Although Amoly
et al. (2016) schematically indicate the independency of
&4y, 0n D,, no data was presented to support their hypothe-
ses, and the dependency of &,, on ¢'. was also not exam-
ined. Therefore, in this paper, the results from the
reconstituted specimens are first used to illustrate the

dependency of the ¢,, on D, and ¢’., as well as the applica-
bility of the &,, concept for crushable volcanic soil.

6. Test results
6.1. Determination of &,y

The liquefaction resistance curves of NP sands at differ-
ent levels of eps (=1.5, 2.5, 5 and 6.5%) are illustrated in
Fig. 6, while those for normal sands (PC = 0%) are shown
in Fig. 7; the results are for samples tested at ¢’. = 100 kPa.
Fig. 6 exhibits the results for undisturbed samples from
NPumas, NPumtr and NPru as well as for the reconsti-
tuted NP1 results, while the results shown in Fig. 7 are
for ordinary undisturbed NPts- sand and reconstituted
Toyoura sand. The results for reconstituted samples are
for post-consolidation relative density (Dr.) of 50%. Each
plot also depicts the G, of the materials measured before
the application of cyclic loading.

It can be seen from the graphs that the NP sands have dif-
ferent liquefaction resistance curves for different epa values
(i.e., the liquefaction resistance curves plot far from each
other, see Fig. 6); whereas, the liquefaction resistance curves
for normal sands show almost similar CRR over a wide
range of epa (see Fig. 7). The CRR - ep relations for crush-
able NP sands and normal sands are compared in Fig. §; note
that the CRR values over different levels of epa are nor-
malised with respect to the CRR at epp = 5%. The developed
CRR - ¢pp relations for all samples tested show generally lin-
ear relations within the range investigated. Furthermore, it is
evident from Fig. 8 that the four types of NP sand
(i.e., NPamags, NPamtr, NP1a and NP1) have a higher rate
of increase in CRR when ¢p 4 increases, in contrast with non-
pumiceous sands (i.e. NPtp; and Toyoura sand), which
show small changes in CRR. On the other hand, NP sands
have considerably lower G,,x values compared to ordinary
sands (see the comparison in Fig. 6 and Fig. 7).
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Fig. 6. Liquefaction resistance curves of NP sands for different epa for undisturbed samples from (a) NPymas; (b) NPumrr; (€) NPra; and reconstitited

specimens from (d) NPI1.

Next, following the procedure outlined by Amoly et al.
(2016), the CRR of the materials are plotted with respect to
their egp = epa/2 in Fig. 9 (a). Then, the bi-linear lines were
drawn to represent the equivalent stress-strain relation of
the samples to represent their cyclic behaviour. From the
enlarged area shown in Fig. 9 (b), the values of cyclic yield
strain (g,,) were estimated, representing the strain level at
the intersections of the lines as shown by arrows. The
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obtained ranges of ¢,, for NP sands (ie. 0.058% <
&4y < 0.11%) are higher when compared with normal sands
(i.e. g4 ~ 0.023%).

6.2. Effect of confining pressure on &,

To understand the effect of effective confining pressure
on the liquefaction resistance of pumiceous sands as well

0.2

Toyoura sand,D,=50% o0'.=100 kP3|

—— €pa=1.5%
—— Epp=2.5%
------ €0a=5%
............ €oa=6.5% Gmax= 70 MPa
10 100 1000
(b) Number of cycles, Nc

Fig. 7. Liquefaction resistance curves of normal sands (PC = 0%) for different epa: (a) undisturbed NPta7 sand; and (b) reconstituted Toyoura sand.
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as on their &,, value, cyclic triaxial tests were performed on
reconstituted NP1 sand (Dr. =~ 50%) under variable levels
of ¢'. (=50, 100 and 300 kPa). Fig. 9 (a) plots the cyclic
shear stress (¢/2) values required to reach epp = 5% in
15 cycles versus the effective confining pressure of the sam-
ples. Since the ratio g/2 divided by ¢’, to attain epp = 5% in
Nc = 15 is defined as liquefaction resistance (CRR) of soils,
the tangent lines in the plot have slopes equal to the CRR
for different o',

It can be seen from Fig. 10 (a) that the magnitude of the
cyclic shear stress (required for liquefaction to occur)
increases with increasing ¢'., whereas, their CRR decreases
as o', increases; this observation is consistent with the
behaviour of normal sands (Idriss and Boulanger, 2008).
Seed et al. (1983) introduced the overburden correction fac-
tor (K, = CRR,./CRR,—100 kpa) tO represent the depen-
dency of the soil’s liquefaction resistance to its effective
confining pressure. The measured values of K, for NP1
sand are plotted versus their corresponding ¢'. and shown

Soils and Foundations 62 (2022) 101098

in Fig. 10 (b). It can be seen from the plot that NP1 sand,
similar to the trend for normal sands, showed that the val-
ues of K, tend to decrease as ¢'. increases; however, NP1
sand showed a higher dependency of K, on ¢’.

Regarding the cyclic yield strain (e,,) calculation pro-
posed by Amoly et al. (2016), they used reference stress
(i.e., P, = 100 kPa) to multiply CRR values in order to
non-dimensionalised the &,, (=CRR x P,/Gp.y) parameter,
see vertical axis in Fig. 9. However, it was observed (from
Fig. 10) that the CRR of soils has an indirect relation with
d' (i.e., CRR ox —-); hence, to have a better estimate of the
level of cyclic shear stress applied to the samples, it is better
to use the actual ¢’, rather than a constant P, value. More-
over, the cyclic stress ratio (CSR) is defined as the ratio of
cyclic shear stress (g/2) divided by o', (i.e., CSR = 2:,6
Consequently, using ¢’. to multiply the CSR values (in
the vertical axis of Fig. 9) would provide the actual shear
stress (¢/2) applied to specimens; whereas, by using the ref-
erence stress (P,), it is not possible to accurately represent
the stress-strain plot related to their cyclic behaviour.
Then, a modified version of cyclic yield strain (i.e., 4, )
is proposed in the form

CRR x &,
e 1
Gmax ( )

To further elucidate the differences in using of P, and o”.
to develop the stress-strain relations, Fig. 11 (a) and (b)
illustrate the established stress-strain relations using refer-
ence stress and the actual ¢’., respectively. Note that the
Gnax used in Fig. 11 (a) is corrected for 100 kPa effective
confining pressure while the utilised CRR is for the applied
a'. (this is based on Amoly et al. (2016) approach). To cor-
rect the Gpax values for the effect of confining pressure (for
Fig. 11 (a)), the equation Gpax; = Gmax X (PJld’c) ™, was
used, where G, 18 the corrected Gax and m is the power
coefficient expressing the effect of ¢’.. For the conversion,
the m-value for NP1 sand sample was set at 0.72, as
reported by Asadi et al. (2020). On the other hand, in
Fig. 11 (b), the actual measured values of G,,x and CRR
at different ¢'. are used.
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Fig. 9. (a) Development of the bi-linear stress-strain curves related to cyclic testing results; and (b) comparison of cyclic yield strains of different materials.
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Fig. 10. Dependency of liquefaction resistance on effective confining pressure for NP1 sand: (a) ¢/2 — ¢', relation; and (b) overburden correction factor, K,,.

It is evident from Fig. 11 (a) that using P, resulted in an
inaccurate estimation of shear stress subjected on the sam-
ples tested other than ¢'. = 100 kPa. i.e., Fig. 10 shows an
increase in cyclic shear stress with increasing o'.; however,
Fig. 11 (a) implied the opposite trend showing a decrease in
shear stress with increases in ¢'.. On the other hand, using
the actual applied ¢, values to develop the stress-strain
relations resulted in a demonstration of accurate levels of
shear stress subjected to the samples during cyclic triaxial
test. Furthermore, the cyclic yield strain values calculated
with the ¢’. approach (see Fig. 11 b) leads to almost the
same values of ¢, ,, over a wide range of ¢’.. In contrast,
Amoly et al. (2016) method (see Fig. 11 a) showed consid-
erably different ¢,, values over wide ranges of o'.

6.3. Effect of relative density on &4,

The effect of relative density (Dr.) on &, ,, was investi-
gated for three types of NP sands (i.e. NP1, NP2 and
NP3) as well as for Toyoura sand and the results are shown
in Fig. 12. The NP specimens were prepared at three levels
of Dr. (=30, 50 and 80%), while those of Toyoura sand

60
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(a) Single amplitude of axial strain, Eg, (%)

were prepared at Dr. ~ 50 and 80%; all samples were tested
under ¢'. = 100 kPa. The results show an increase in the
values of CRR,p4=5, and Gp.x With an increase in Dr,
for all sands tested. On the other hand, it is evident from
the graphs that the estimated values of ¢, ,, are less sensi-
tive to the Dr. of the samples (within the investigated
ranges of Dr.). For comparison purposes, the values of
&qy,m for different levels of Dr, are plotted in Fig. 13 where
it is seen that the ¢, ,, is less sensitive to the specimen’s
degree of packing and highly dependent on the soil-type
investigated. Therefore, ¢,,, can be used as an index
parameter relating the yield strain point of sands during
cyclic loading, regardless of their relative density. This is
due to the fact that both CRR and G, would increase
with increase in Dr. of the samples resulting in the bi-
linear stress-strain curves (see Fig. 12) to have a similar
level of yield strain. Indeed the rate of increase in CRR
and Gp,.x of the samples are different due to Dr, variation;
this is associated with small variation in the ¢, ,, in relation
with relative density, as shown in Fig. 13. The above inves-
tigation confirms the hypothesis made schematically by
Amoly et al. (2016) that the cyclic yield strain is a
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Fig. 11. Comparison of cyclic yield strain measurements using (a) reference stress, Amoly et al. (2016); and (b) effective confining pressure, this study.
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Fig. 12. Dependency of cyclic yield strain on relative density for reconstituted samples of (a) NP1 sand; (b) NP2 sand; (c) NP3 sand; and (d) Toyoura sand

tested at ¢’. = 100 kPa.

material-dependent parameter and it would be less influ-
enced by the material’s degree of packing.

6.4. Effect of pumice content, fines content, and sample
disturbance on &gy, ,,,

The reconstituted/undisturbed NP sands collected from
different sites have different pumice contents in their soil
matrix (the estimated values of PC are shown in Table 1).
Then, the obtained values of ¢, , for NP sands are plotted
against their estimated PC in Fig. 14. It is evident from the
graph that the amplitude of ¢, ,,, is significantly influenced
by the PC of the NP sands, i.e. as PC increases the &, ,,
value tends to increase. Furthermore, the results from Toy-
oura sand and ordinary NPts; sand as well as those of
ordinary Japanese sands investigated by Amoly et al.
(2016) are also illustrated in Fig. 14. Note that the results
from Amoly et al. (2016) were obtained from both reconsti-
tuted and undisturbed specimens. It can be seen from the
graph that the measured ¢, ,, for NP sands at any level
of PC, either reconstituted or undisturbed, showed higher
€4ym When compared with those of normal sands. The
higher &), ,, of NP sands is because of the existence of angu-
lar and crushable pumice particles in their soil matrix,

which would lead them to have higher CRR and lower
Gmax contributing to their higher cyclic yield strain with
any level of PC.
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Fig. 13. Comparison of relative density effects on ¢,,,, for different
reconstituted samples.
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Fig. 14. Effects of pumice content on cyclic yield strain.

Asadi et al. (2020) reported that NP sands experienced
particle crushing after consolidation (under ¢’, = 300 kPa),
while negligible crushing occurred in Toyoura sand. A sim-
ilar observation was made by Asadi et al. (2018), who
reported that pumice particles crushed during undrained
cyclic loading, while almost none occurred in the case of
Toyoura sand. Using the concept of relative breakage
(B,) index proposed by Hardin’s (1985), Asadi et al
(2020) reported that with ¢’. = 300 kPa consolidation pres-
sure, the B, of NPI sand (=0.058) and NP2 sand (=0.061)
are almost twice of NP3 sand (=0.025) while Toyoura sand
has B, = 0; this shows the important effect of PC on the
value of B.,.

It should be noted that most samples used in this study
have low fines content (FC < 10%) while only small num-
bers of them have high levels of FC (>30%). To understand
the effect of FC on ¢, ,, (from the limited number of sam-
ples have variable FC), the obtained values of &,,,, are
plotted versus their corresponding FC in Fig. 15. It is evi-
dent from the graph that the samples categorised as
PC=~20%, PC~=50% and PC > 70% showed similar &), ,,,,
however, they have considerably different levels of fines
content. Therefore, from the limited data presented herein,
the effect of FC was found to be small on the ¢,y ,, values, in
contrast with the effects of PC on the ¢, ,,,. This can be
explained using the investigations of Kayen et al. (2013)
for the adjustment of CRR — V relations for the effect of
FC, i.e., they found minimal adjustment for the effect of
FC on CRR — Vs relations. Following Kayen et al. (2013)
findings, similar tendency was also observed for the effect
of FC on g,y ,,, a relation between CRR — Gi,x, Which is
similar as CRR — Vs relations. This is possibly due to the
measurements of G, and V; at small strain level resulting
to be less sensitive to the effect of fines content. To better
understand the effect of FC, further studies are required/
recommended to exclusively evaluate the effect of fines con-
tent on the &, ,, value in the case of NP sands.
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Fig. 15. Effects of fines content on cyclic yield strain.

Moreover, Fig. 14 illustrates the differences between
undisturbed and reconstituted specimens. The undisturbed
samples showed slightly lower &), ,,, compared to those of
reconstituted specimens with higher ¢, ,,,. This observation
can be attributed to the effects of soil fabric/age on the
dynamic behaviour of sands. It is reasonable to speculate
that the undisturbed specimens had a long history of soil
deposition compared to those of reconstituted specimens.
Therefore, undisturbed samples may have higher stiffness
and higher liquefaction resistance resulting in their lower
cyclic yield strain compared to those of reconstituted sam-
ples. This is also noted by Amoly et al. (2016) regarding the
effect of soil fabric/age on the measured &, ,, of the mate-
rials, who reported that the undisturbed specimens show
lower cyclic yield strain.

7. Discussions

Natural pumiceous sands are a crushable material and
have 1ow Gpax (=p¥?2) compared to normal sands (Asadi
et al. 2020). The crushability and low shear modulus of
pumice particles lead NP sands to have flatter cyclic
stress-strain plots while they have higher cyclic yield strain
level. The undrained cyclic response of NP sands during
the cyclic test is depicted in Fig. 16. The trends for NP
sands illustrate the development of ¢p 4 from the beginning
of cyclic loading application (Fig. 16 a), contributing to a
sudden increase in excess pore water pressure ratio, ry
(Fig. 16 b); both ¢p, and r, are plotted versus N, nor-
malised with respect to the N, at ep 4 = 5%. Normal sands,
with higher G,.x and negligible particle crushing, showed
lower deformation in the first few N, with significantly
lower increases in r, compared to NP sands. Note that
the results for the undisturbed NP specimens in Fig. 16
are for specimens subjected to the same CSR = 0.25, while
they were sourced from different sites. On the other hand,
the results for reconstituted NP sands and Toyoura sand
were for those reconstituted at Dr, = 50 and 80%. Since
the reconstituted specimens had quite different CRR, it
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cycles for the materials tested.

was not possible to compare their cyclic behaviour under
the same CSR, and the ranges of CSR applied are shown
in Fig. 16. Therefore, the NP specimens tested with differ-
ent soil properties, Dr, and soil fabric/age showed generally
similar cyclic behaviour, which is significantly different
compared to normal sands. In addition, the observed cyclic
response of Toyoura sand and ordinary NPt,7 sand is con-
sistent with the observation on other normal sands (Idriss
and Boulanger 2008; Ishihara 1993; Taylor 2014; Toki
et al., 1986).

NP sands show higher deformability during the initial
stages of cyclic loading; however, towards the end of the
test, they can be subjected to further cycles with gradual
deformation until the occurrence of liquefaction, hence,
they have higher yield strain point and higher CRR values
(Asadi et al., 2018). The above contradictory observation
during different stages of cyclic test can be explained using
the discrete element method (DEM) studies on granular
sands. The DEM investigations emphasised that G,
and CRR of granular soils (under identical D, and o',)
are independently governed by two different micro-
parameters: (1) shear modulus (related to deformability);
and (2) inter-particle friction (related to CRR), respectively
(Chang et al., 1991; Santamarina and Cascante, 1996; Xu
et al., 2015; Yimsiri and Soga, 2000). Following the
DEM studies, during the initial stages of cyclic loading,
the low Gnax and crushability of NP sands causes the soil
assembly to be more deformable, resulting in a faster
increase in particle contacts in the soil sample. Due to
the higher increase in particle contacts between the
irregular-shaped pumice particles within the soil matrix,
better soil particle interlocking is manifested toward the
end of the test, leading to their higher CRR. Furthermore,
Fig. 8 shows the above restructuration happens for NP
sands during cyclic test resulting in better improvement
in CRR as the level of ¢p, increases, on the other hand,
normal sands show small increases in CRR with increasing
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The relation between CRR (at ¢py = 5%) and Gpay of
the undisturbed and reconstituted materials are illustrated
in Fig. 17 (a) and (b), respectively. It can be seen from
the graphs that the NP sands with different PC have signif-
icantly different CRR - Gp.x relations. Furthermore, NP
sands have substantially different CRR - G, relations
when compared with the normal sands. For example, the
undisturbed/reconstituted NP samples with higher PC val-
ues indicated a higher CRR/G., ratio and this ratio tends
to decrease for the samples categorised as low PC materi-
als. Furthermore, the CRR/Gy,,, ratio for ordinary sands
showed considerably lower values compared with NP
sands. These results indicate that the CRR/G .« Tatio can
distinguish NP sands with different PC and with those of
normal sands. In a soil assembly consisting of normal sand
and pumice sand, the voids that form between the soil
grains would increase with an increase in the number of
porous and angular pumice components. This is due to
the contact of irregular pumice particles with other con-
stituents at their jagged contact points; the angularity of
NP samples is shown in Fig. 18, which taken from undis-
turbed low PC and high PC samples. Then, the specimens
with a higher level of PC would have a higher level of void
ratios (under the same Dr) and higher crushability poten-
tial, leading to their greater deformability (have lower
Gax)- Due to cyclic loading application, the high PC sam-
ples with a greater number of irregular-shaped pumice par-
ticles provide good interlocking and/or re-structuring in
soil assembly, resulting in higher CRR (better improve-
ments in the CRR of NP sands with increasing ¢p,4 can
be seen in Fig. 8 for the specimens with higher PC).

According to the above observations, the shear modulus
and angularity of soil particle would independently have
important influences on the cyclic behaviour of granular
soils. Using cyclic yield strain parameter (g4, o< CRR/
Gmax) Would allow consideration of the significant effects
of both shear modulus and irregular shape of soil particles
on the cyclic behaviour of soils in the form of a single
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Fig. 17. The relation of CRR with Gy,,x of NP sands having different pumice content for those of (a) undisturbed; and (b) reconstituted samples.

parameter. Furthermore, &, ,, was found to be a material-
type parameter and was less sensitive to the specimen’s
degree of packing and effective confining pressure, in con-
trast to CRR and G, that are both highly dependent
on the specimen’s Dr and ¢'.. These findings emphasise
the advantages of using the &, ,, approach to analysis the
undrained cyclic response of crushable volcanic sands.
Because NP sands have substantially higher CRR values
in relation to their low shear modulus (and rapid r, devel-
opment from the beginning of cyclic loading); this could
lead to misinterpretation of their liquefaction resistance.
Thus, the &, ,, approach can highlight their higher yield
strain characteristics (i.e., low Gp.x and high CRR).
Fig. 14 indicated that the NP sands have considerably
higher e, (=0.055-0.12%) values depending on their
PC, contrasting them from normal sands with low &,
(=0.024-0.046%). Consequently, as &, ,, relates CRR to
Gmax (=pV?), and it is a material-dependent parameter,
and having low sensitivity to relative density and confining
pressure, &y, ,, can be used as a constant strain parameter to
establish empirical CRR-V relations for possible use in
estimating the liquefaction resistance of NP sands while

ey

4
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considering their pumice contents. To sum up, &, is
highly dependent on the PC of NP sands and, therefore,
different values of ¢, ,, can be utilised depending on the
PC of the material to develop CRR-V relations for esti-
mating the liquefaction resistance of NP sands (Asadi
et al., 2021).

It should be mentioned that the findings presented here
were for NP sands obtained in the Taupo Volcanic Zone,
and therefore may be limited to certain composition, min-
eralogy, and other characteristics of the pumice source.
Nevertheless, it is believed that the concept can be used
as a tool to examine the liquefaction characteristics of vol-
canic sands available in other parts of the world, especially
those containing crushable pumice sands.

8. Conclusions

Several series of undrained cyclic triaxial and bender ele-
ment tests were performed on undisturbed and reconsti-
tuted natural pumiceous (NP) specimens to measure their
cyclic resistance ratio (CRR) and small-strain shear modu-
lus (Gpax). Furthermore, the modified cyclic yield strains

HV Spot Mag| WD r
10.0kV 3.0 100x12.0 mm LFD|0.60 To

(b)

e - -1.0mm
us

Fig. 18. SEM images of undisturbed samples obtained from NPyy site categorised as (a) low PC sample; and (b) high PC sample.
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(84y,m) were estimated using the CRR and G,y results
obtained from NP sands. For comparison purposes, similar
tests were also performed on specimens of normal
(PC = 0%) sands. The major conclusions of this study
are as follows:

The presence of crushable and porous pumice compo-
nents in the natural pumiceous sands resulted in their lower
Gax- It follows the higher deformability of NP sands dur-
ing cyclic test contributed to a substantial increase in pore
water pressure during cyclic loading.

The occurrence of pumice particle crushing resulted in
significant increases in particle-to-particle contacts, subse-
quently, the irregularly-shaped pumice particles provided
a good interlocking between NP sand particles, leading to
their higher CRR.

The cyclic yield strain (e, ,,) parameter, relating CRR
and Gy, was found to be less sensitive of the effective con-
solidation stress and relative density within the investigated
range of the tested samples. However, &, ,, was found to be
significantly dependent on the material-type and the
pumice content of the NP sands.

NP sands have substantially higher values of g, ,,
(=0.055%—0.12%), indicating their higher CRR as well as
lower Gp,.x, when compared to those of normal sands with
lower &y, ,~0.022%—0.024%. Furthermore, NP sands with
a higher level of pumice content showed higher ¢, ,,, values
than those with lower PC. This would indicate the signifi-
cant effect of pumice components on the dynamic proper-
ties of NP sands.

The &, parameter can better represent the cyclic
response of NP sands with quite high CRR relative to their
very low G, For instance, the high values of ¢, ,, would
clearly indicate the low stiffness (high deformability) of NP
sands due to their low G, Furthermore, the high values
of &g,,, would also show that the NP sands have stronger
resistance against liquefaction (i.e., higher CRR).
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