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Abstract

There are many stories about Hannibal found across a variety of texts and genres. No
other external enemy of Rome had the same impact on Roman literature over time as the
Carthaginians and their extraordinary general, Hannibal. This thesis compares the
presentations of some iconic themes and events associated with Hannibal, as well as
some less well known features about him in order to examine how his significance
changed over time in Roman culture.

The comparisons made in this thesis focus primarily, but not exclusively, on literary
features utilised by authors to promote (or downplay) particular events or people, such
as the location of an event within the structure of a given text, the utilisation of omens or
divine intervention, the patterning and content of speeches, the inclusion or exclusion of
certain figures. The thesis aims to trace and compare ancient attitudes and responses to
Hannibal, not to reinterpret the history of the Second Punic War or Hannibal’s career.
Roman attitudes toward Hannibal changed over time and ultimately became remarkably
positive. Hannibal was, undoubtedly, a terrifying figure to Romans in the third century
BC and a serious threat to Rome’s suzerainty over Italy. Consequently, for many
Romans, from at least the first century BC and possibly earlier, Hannibal embodied the
archetype for a worthy enemy. His metamorphosis into the epitome of an eternal enemy
is a representation which may, as this thesis suggests, have been in part self-
promulgated. By the time of the late republic, it suited Roman writers such as Cornelius
Nepos to write an astonishingly positive biography of Hannibal, acknowledging his
skills as a commander and attributing to him a number of Roman virtues (Nepos,
Hannibal, 1-13).

Comparing the treatments of a historical subject between genres and over time is of
historiographic interest for examining how ancient Roman and Greek authors adapted
tradition to suit their particular reading of events. This thesis also argues for some
interesting correspondences between what might be considered two quite different
modes of presentation of the Second Punic War: Polybius’ narrative history and the
Flavian epic of Silius Italicus. Comparison of these texts with Livy, Cornelius Nepos
and other works highlights both the dramatised nature of certain sections of Polybius’
Histories, and the frequency with the Punica conveys in its narrative some well-

informed interpretation and comment.
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Polybius, Histories

Livy, Ab Urbe Condita

Pliny, Natural History

Seneca, Natural Questions

Silius Italicus, Punica
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Publication of the British School at Rome
Cambridge Ancient History

Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum

Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum

Classical Journal

Classical Philology

Classical Quarterly

Classical Review

Greece & Rome

Harvard Studies in Classical Philology
Journal of Roman Studies

Philological Quarterly

Transactions of the American Philological Association

v



Table of Contents

Y 0111 7= Vo SR Ii

D=0 (0% i [0 ] o [ iii

Table of ADDIreVIatioNS..........iii e v

ACKNOWIEAGEMENLS ... e e e e e e e e e e e a s 4

oo 1F o 1o o PO 5

LOSE LEXES ..ttt ettt e e na e eee 10

EXTANT TEXES ...t 12

Comparing features across texts and genres ..........cccovvvvvvvviieeeeeeeeeeeennns 17

Chapter 1: Hannibal's Heritage ............cccooiiiiiiiiiii s 27

Fides and Hannibal’s childhood oath............ccccccceiiiiiiiice s 28

Motivation from perceived wrongs of hiStory.........ccccccvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiieennnn. 35

Recollections of the First Punic War in speeches....................... 38

Hannibal’s succession in SPain .........ccoovveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 43

Chapter 2: Hannibal appropriates Hercules for psychological warfare.............. 48

HEICUIBS ... e e e e e e e e e e e eeeees 51

Hannibal and Hercules............cccccvviiiiiiieeeeeeee 53

ROMAN FEACHIONS.....cciiiieeeeieee e e e e e eeeeees 57

Hannibal’s Herculean feat: Crossing the AlpS..........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieenns 59

Chapter 3: Marching to Rome in 211 and threats after early victories.............. 67

The enemy atthe gatesS iN 211 ......ccovviiiiiiiiiieeie e 69

Representations of Hannibal marching on Rome before 211 ................ 79

Livy’s theme of Hannibal marching on Rome.........ccccccccvvvvvnnn... 79

Representations of Hannibal threatening Rome ............ccccc.e..... 82

A vulnerable moment after Cannae ............oooeiiviiiiiiieeeee, 92

Risks for later Roman generals ... 96

Chapter 4: Cannae, the most celebrated memorial of Punic victory............... 101

Relative importance of Hannibal's victory ..........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiicin e, 102
Representing Hannibal's leadership skills and selecting the

DAE-SITE ... 106

Speeches prior to CannNae .........ooeuvviiiiieieieeeiie e 108



Hannibal almost duels with Aemilius Paulus...........ccccoooveieiiil. 111

Varro has no contact with Hannibal .............ccccccevviiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 115
Making connections: Omens and POrtents...........cccvvvvvvveeveeeieeeeeeeeeeeenn. 119
Hannibal and Caesar .........cccccccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee 123
Chapter 5: Invading Campania, 217 and 216...............uuuummmmmmiiiiiimiiiiiiieininnnnns 128
Hannibal’s dramatic €SCape..........oouvuiiiiiii i 129
Capuam Hannibali Cannas fuisse (Livy, 23.45.4)..........cccceeeiieeeeiiennnnn, 137
Hannibal’s Punica fides and Hannibal the tyrant....................... 142
Gluttony and a threat of assassination.............ccccooeeeevvvveeiinnnnnn. 144
Effects of Capuan lUXUIY .........c.coooriiiiiiiiiii e, 148
LOSS Of CAPUA......ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 152
Chapter 6: Hannibalis sat nomen erat..............cccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 154
Hannibal undefeated in ltaly ... 155
Invasions of Italy in 207 and 205 ..........cccoooeeiiiiiiiiiiiie e 160
Hannibal leaves Italy ... 164
42 1 1= SO TRUPPRT 172
Hannibal and Scipio meet before battle: An irresistible
(070 [T o | PR 177
Patterning of harangues and dispositions of forces .................. 180
Battle at Zama...........ooovvvviiiiiiiiii 182
Chapter 7: The Legacy War..... ... e i 185
Eternal Enemy and Saviour of Carthage ...........ccccceeeeieeiiiiiiicieee e, 186
Saving Carthage again .................eeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 193
Hannibal the Scapegoat and Warmonger............cccceevieveviiiieeeiiiinieeenns 196
Final act of independent defiance............ccvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee 204
Epitaphs and literary portraitS.........cccooeeviiiiiiiiiii e 211
(@] 1] 1§13 10 o 1< S 216
LU 3 (= U o] PR 226
Figure 1: Kraay, PL1I12 NO 332 .....ooiiiiiiiie e 226
Figure 2: Kraay, PL.L112 NO 333 ......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 226
Figure 3: Robinson, Fig. 3; Sear, 1979, NO. 6829 ...........cccevvviiiinenenn. 227
Figure 4: Kraay, Pl. 172 No. 569 (Alexander of Macedon/Head of
[ [T ot =S 227
Figure 5: ‘Hannibal,” Museo Archeologico, Naples ..........ccccccccceeieeennn. 228

2



Figure 6: Excerpt from Peutinger Map showing Hannibal’'s Camp above

(OF=1 o] U - PP 229
Appendix 1: Omen lists for Cannae, Metaurus and Pharsalus........................ 230
Appendix 2: The importance of NAMES..........cccovvviiiiiiiii e, 232
2] ] [oTe ] =1 o] 1 ) 28R 238



Acknowledgements

My first heartfelt acknowledgment and thanks are to my Supervisor, Dr Marcus
Wilson, of the Department of Classics and Ancient History at the University of
Auckland. His detailed advice and comments throughout the development of this thesis
have been of inestimable value.

Thanks, also, to other members of the academic staff and to my fellow students in the
Department of Classics & Ancient History at the University of Auckland who have
commented on various sections of this thesis that | have presented at departmental
seminars. Thanks also to the Faculty of Arts, University of Auckland, for the Faculty
Fees Bursaries and for the Research Fund travel bursaries which have enabled me to
deliver papers at conferences in Sydney, 2004, and in Hobart, 2005, and to visit the
numismatic centre at Macquarie University. My thanks also to the University of
Auckland Graduate Research Fund for awarding me travel funds to deliver a paper in
2004 at the 2" ATINER Conference in Athens. | thank the ATINER selection
committee for choosing to include my paper in their published Conference proceedings.

Thanks to the Australian Society for Classical Studies for travel subsidies that
enabled me to attend and present papers related to this thesis at their annual meetings in
Bendigo (2004), Dunedin (2005), Hobart (2006) and Newcastle (2007); my thanks to
the participants at these conferences for their questions and comments. Finally, my
thanks to the organisers of the Cicero Philippics Conference (Auckland, 2004) and of
the PacRim05 Conference (Auckland) for the opportunity to present papers, and
particular thanks to the Editor and selection committee of Classicum for publishing my

paper on Cicero’s use of the Hannibal figure in the Philippics.



	coversheet.pdf
	1TUhttp://researchspace.auckland.ac.nzU1T
	ResearchSpace@Auckland
	Copyright Statement
	General copyright and disclaimer
	Note : Masters Theses




