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PREFACE

One cannot undertake a progrramme of study covering some five
years and necessitating research in a number of countries

without the generous assistance of others. So it has been in my

case. The maj.n financial assistance was provided by my wife,

while further funds were provided by the University Research

Grants Committee, the Thorley Trust, and Hawkes Bay Outreach.

Without a wife who was prepared to sacrj-fice her time and

energies to the cause of keeping the family financial, everyday

living would have been impossible as I have been a near futl time

student. Without the generosity of the instit.utions mentioned,

research would have been sl-owed and my field research trip to six
Pacific nations, not including two summer campaigns in Australia,
would have been impossible. To them I give thanks.

The professional help of a number of people also needs to be

acknowledged. Margaret PateL and the staff of the National

Archj-ves of Fiji, Esther Campbell and the staff of the Solomon

Islands Archives, Richard Overy of the Kiribati National

Archives, Roy Clifford at the South Pacific Division, Brian

Townend from the sDA Heritaqe Room, and, particularly, Eleanor

Scale of the Ellen G White/SDA Research Centre were most helpful.
Father Theo Kok, Pat Lewis, John Denne, Arnold Reye, Lester

Devine and scores more provided information and were supportive

motivationally, ds well as intellectually. Ross Wainright

shared his valuable library and personal insights into Adwentism.

John Garrett's quest for 'truth', vast knowledge and Christian
character are a continuing inspiration. Harry Ballis exuded a

compulsive zest for knowledge which was infectious, and grappled

with similar problems and pains as a fellow sojourner.
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But to rny supervisor and friend, Hu.gh taracy, must be given

recognieton and thanks for his unstintlng genero.s,ity of spiri-t,
tfme, expertise and .knowJ-edg'e.

Thl.s' Lhesls has been heavt ly depender,rt oo the co,operatLon

and knowledEe of partlcipants. To the hur,rdreds of infornants who

graciously gave of thelr time and ef,font in lnterviews and in

answering my corresp-ondence I owe special thanks.
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