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ABSTRACT

The proposition of this thesis is that, policy and legislation pertaining to natural
resources, specifically the fisheries and the aquatic environment of New Zealand, do not
meet Robert Goodin’s public policy and moral criteria for successful maintenance of
such resources in accordance with his green theory of value. This proposition is derived
from an assessment indicating a policy tradition in New Zealand resulting in failure to
ensure ecological sustainability in accordance with this country’s international
obligations to biodiversity and futurity. This thesis urges change from the prevailing
narrowly economistic political agenda to one based upon Robert Goodin’s green theory
of value. Such a political agenda would be promoted by a third force over and above the
traditional parties of the Left and Right, arguably, The Greens: the Green Party of

Aotearoa New Zealand.

The argument for change is based upon an analysis of fisheries related policy and
legislation in New Zealand to April 2000. The analysis is organised into successive
historical periods, beginning with the arrival of the first Polynesians and ending with the
outcome of the 1999 general election. These periods include the development of the
common property subsistence fishery of the Maori and its commercial open access
Pakeha successors, the institution of an export industry involving in turn delicensing,
rationalization, privatization, corporatization, and the process of devolution of fisheries
management to industry. It is argued the cumulative outcome is impoverishment of
natural resources, the capitalization of Nature and the theft of the “people’s right of
fishery”.

Goodin’s green theory of value is carefully stated, developed, analyzed, and
compared and contrasted with the prevailing economistic argument. The validity and
desirability of the green theory of value and the political agenda to which it gives rise is
established. This political agenda is found similar to that of green parties. The political
and social milieu in which The Greens must presently operate is analysed. Current

environmental policy in general, and fisheries related policies in particular are analysed
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and found incompatible with Goodin’s criteria. The outcome of policies and legislation
affecting aquatic ecosystems-maintenance is examined in case studies covering major
fisheries and the aquatic environment, and found to be generally disastrous. Alternative
policies are proffered, based upon a green political agenda arising from a philosophy

similar to that explicated in Goodin’s green theory of value.
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